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Easter Sunday, April 5th, John 11:25-25: Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He (or she) who believes 

in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  We will pull out every stop 

and do our best to Glorify the Lord on the day of His Resurrection.  Two promises:  Life now and eternal life after we 

die. 

April 12th, Genesis 26:  The story of Isaac’s Wells.  This is a famous teaching story in Jewish history.  It hasn’t lost any 

punch through thousands of years.  How serious are we in our desire to walk away from a fight.  It takes strength and 

courage.  It also takes great discernment to know when to “stand your ground” and when to walk away. 

April 19th, Genesis 27-33.  This is the story of the reunion of Jacob and Esau.  It’s about letting go.  Can we let go of 

what is fair?  Can we let go of the past wrongs?  Our feelings?  How do we balance our love and truth? 

April 26th, 1 Samuel 25:1-35:  Abigail’s intervention.  Lots of girls are named Abigail.  Not a lot of boys are named Cain.  

Bible characters teach us character, and we name our kids after the good ones.  Abigail was about being part of the 

solution.  We always have a choice between being part of the problem or part of the solution. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 Peace 

April begins with Easter on the 5th.  Of course the theme will be resurrection just as every Christmas is 

about the birth of Jesus.  For the rest of the month we will be following our family theme in all Sunday ser-

vices, children’s programs, and studies.  That theme is Conflict. 

 

The verse for the month is Romans 14:19, “So let us do all we can to live in peace.  And let us work hard to 

build each other up.” 

 

It’s a tall order to seek this maturity (can I be that person), and discernment (what is “all we can”) with the 

goal of building each other up. 

 

We offer the conflict scale in many classes to help us understand where we often go personally moving hu-

man interaction into conflict.  Look for the class opportunities in the coming year to learn this about yourself 

as we journey toward Christian Maturity together.  Personal self-examination is a big part of the Anona cul-

ture of Disciple Making. 

 

The three Sundays after Easter we will explore issues related to scripture and conflict especially in tough 

grey areas, try not to fear it.  Christians are consciously disciplined.  We live in the balance between God’s 

Grace and our Responsibility.  God is gracious and will forgive if we confess our sins (hence the “self-

examined” part of our culture).  We also have the responsibility to not just let being conscious enough of our 

sin to confess to be the end of our journey.  We are on a journey of becoming responsible, to repent (turn) 

and live a more conscious and disciplined life.  It’s always a journey. 

 

Jack 
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There once was a king who offered a prize to the artist who would paint the best picture of peace. Many artists submit-
ted pictures but two were chosen as finalist.  One picture was of a calm lake. The lake was a perfect mirror for peaceful 
towering mountains all around it. Overhead was a blue sky with fluffy white clouds.  
 
The other picture had mountains that were rugged and bare. Above was an angry sky, from which rain fell and in which 
lightning played. Down the side of the mountain tumbled a foaming waterfall.  Behind the waterfall was a tiny bush 
growing in a crack in the rock and in the midst of the rush of angry water, sat a mother bird on her nest. 
 
The king chose the second picture because; "peace does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble, or 
hard work. Peace means to be in the midst of all those things and still be calm in your heart. That is the real meaning of 
peace." 
 
During our lives we find ourselves in some noisy, busy, turbulent, messy, and frustrating times.  We seem far away 
from peace, even when we seek it, it often eludes us.  But Jesus said, (John 16;33) I've said these things to you so that 
you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress. But be encouraged! I have conquered the world." How do we 
find that peace?  This month we explore some Biblical passages on peace.  Come and find ways to conquer your world 
and find peace; in your relationships, in your attitudes, in your actions of the past, in your uncertainty, by renewing and 
continuing your journey with Christ. 
 
 
 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT ANONA 
 

Holy Week and Easter are both the culmination of a powerful liturgical season, and the life-changing celebration of our 
faith in Jesus Christ through his death and resurrection, and I want to highlight a few events on our Anona Campus for 
you to consider attending this season: 
 

MARCH 29th - PALM SUNDAY SERVICES: 
8:15 and 11:10 Traditional Services will be celebrating Palm Sunday with the Praise Choir and  

King’s Ringers singing and ringing uplifting music to celebrate Christ’s triumphal entry! 
 

April 2nd, 7:00 PM- MAUNDY THURSDAY/GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
Come to the Traditional Sanctuary and experience a time of communion, reflection, and music as we remember Christ 

lifting up communion for the disciples in the last supper as we move into a time of darkness for Good Friday. Special mu-
sic and communion provided by the Sanctuary choir, The Hands of Praise and our Anona strings and woodwinds. 

 

APRIL 5th - EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE 
Experience the beauty of a 7am sunrise service over the lake at Serenity Gardens as we present our first worship ser-
vice of Easter Sunday. Special music provided from our Anona Worship Arts ministry as we celebrate the joy of Easter 

lakeside in the midst of the rose garden. 
 

APRIL 5th - EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:15 and 11:10 Traditional 

9:30 Contemporary 
9:30 FX Experience 

11:00 Chapel 
 

Come and attend any of our Sunday morning worship services and celebrate Easter, including our newest service,  
Simply Worship held at 11:00 AM in the chapel. This service will include communion, as well as a time for  

worship, conversation, and connection.  See You Sunday! 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$3 BREAKFAST!! 
 

Join us the first Saturday of each month for our  
$3 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 4 

 

Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 



And We’re Off! 
 
After years of dreaming and months of planning, Anona is about to officially launch it’s first-ever fully-featured multisite 
campus. On Easter Sunday, April 5th, Anona’s 360 United campus will launch with weekly worship, youth ministry, chil-
dren’s ministry, community groups, mission and all the teams that go with bringing a new church to life in our world to-
day. We prayed for the new campus, the community, the families we will reach, our mission partners, the Anona and St. 
Mark’s campus and our sister church in a Cuba. It is an exciting moment and we thank God for the opportunity to live out 
the call of Christ to make disciples of all peoples.  
 
We’ve spent the past six weeks running soft launches 
to test out our systems and processes before inviting 
others from the community. We learned some lessons 
along the way. We worked side-by-side with families 
from Orange Grove Elementary (one of the schools 
located near our 360 United campus) on a school 
beautification day, launch All Pro Dad and iMom 
groups in three elementary schools, started a 5000 
Role Models program in Seminole Middle School and 
sponsored this year’s Seminole Pow Wow Event, 
which included feeding 10,000 people in need in Pi-
nellas County. The Anona legacy of impacting the 
community is alive and well! 
 
Everyone from 360 United sends our thanks to the 
people of the Anona, Faith and St. Marks campuses for helping to make this vision come alive. Our prayers will remain 
with you all as you also pray for us. If you have any questions about this new Anona Multisite Campus, feel free to con-
tact me – richard@anona.com or 727-595-2581 x243.  
 

More info and activity signups are available on our blog – www.360unitedblog.org or website – www.360united.org. 

 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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My Church Family, Anona has a rich and deep culture.  I have been blessed to be a part of learning the last 120 years of 
it from many of the long time saints of the church (many long gone to the lord now).  I have also been blessed with good 
leaders around me for what is finishing twenty two years.  We are now moving into our third decade together.  Together, 
we look at how God has shaped our church to be.  I feel humbled and blessed to have been part of several chapters 
now in our history together, and as we write another chapter I pray that a unity of the Spirit will guide us. 
 
I look Scripture as well for that guidance, for it is not just Anona, but the people of God led by God’s revealed word for 
thousands of years that is our culture.  I look to our traditions both as a local people and the traditions and history of 
people seeking God through the centuries.  We look to Reason both within our minds and Reasoning together for dis-
cernment.  We learn from Experience both shared and personal. 
 
Church Law forbids me being a member of the local church called Anona for I must always place my home in those 
broader communities of Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience as expressed by the whole connection of the Peo-
ple called Methodists.  However, the majority of my career as an ordained leader has been with you.  You have my 
heart. 
 
This will be a new section of the Magazine offering understanding of that culture.  I hope to build on our tools we have 
carefully chosen over the years along with my own writings used in hundreds of churches across the United States 
through the publisher ChurchSmart Resources.  It begins with this article.  The four words repeated often above are the 
basis of our broader culture of the People called Methodists.  Together they are called the quadrilateral.  The four 
boundaries of our life together. 
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 Donations: themed baskets, gift 
cards, or any other gift to celebrate 
our teachers is welcomed!  All Dona-
tions must be turned into Family Min-
istry Office by Sunday, May 31st. 

 

 Volunteer: on June 3rd from 8-11am 
to serve teachers who attend event. 

 

 For More Info?? Contact 
Jill@anona.com or 595-2581 x295. 



Sharon Stephenson Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Spring is Here 
 
This is the time of year we reflect on the growth and development of each child and school family and celebrate all that 
has been accomplished in such a short amount of time.  April is also the month we focus on the Conscious Discipline® 
Power of Intention and Skill of Consequences during our chapel time together.  
 

The year has seen us work through the seven powers and skills during our chapel time each month.  The Power of Inten-
tion reminds us that mistakes are an opportunity to learn.  We have spent the year teaching the skills necessary to make 
choices, be a contributing part of a family, to state our needs with assertiveness, to recognize our own emotions and the 
feelings of others, reach out in empathy, to see the best in others and to accept this moment as it is.  Now we are focus-
ing on consequences and the value of responsibility.   
 

We have taught the skills to manage life’s moments and last we learn to accept the responsibility for the choices made 
and the resulting consequences.  This teaches children cause and effect – that our actions impact others and have ef-
fects that can be hurtful.  When this happens, the consequences are logical, fit the circumstances, and are known to the 
children prior to the consequence, “If you choose to _____, then you will ____.”   With consistent follow-through, children 
learn from their mistakes. The Prodigal Son will help us learn these lessons. Join us on April 8th and 16th.   
 

Our children are also learning responsibility through taking care of their environment and making contributions to some-
thing bigger than themselves.  With spring comes planning, prep-
aration and planting.  Our children will be working to plan their 
gardens but we need your help getting the playground ready for 
our eager learners.  Our Annual Playground Beautification 
Day is April 18.  Please plan to join us to prepare the playground 
for butterfly gardens and other planting projects.  Be sure to bring 
your wheel barrow, gloves, shovels, rakes and your helpful spirit.   
We will meet at 8:00 AM on the playground.  Food and childcare 
will be provided.  Call the school office for childcare reservations 
or for more information.  We hope to see you there! 

 
Sharon and Pam 
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Anona.com/nursery 
For 6 week—2 year old Children: 
 Please label all bags and belongs upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 

Godly Play 
For 3 – 4 year old Children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
       In March, the stories we learn about are: Jesus dies and God   
       makes Jesus Alive again; Jesus is Risen, Jesus is Risen on the  
       road to Emmanus; Jesus appears to Thomas. 
 

Parents Morning Out 
For Walking Toddlers: 
 Children enjoy indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts, and stories. 
 PreRegister to Kandace@anona.com.if your child is a walking 1 

year old and under 2 years old as of 9/1/15. 
 Cost is $15/week 
 Classroom A: Wednesdays, 9:30AM-12:00PM 
      Our 3 guiding principles are: God Made Them, God Loves Them,      
      and Jesus is Their Friend! 

The first stage of Family Trek is 
Discover—where children under 5 
learn how to discover God for them-
selves. 



Spirited Sisters 
 
Welcomes women of all ages into a safe envi-
ronment for sharing and growth.   
 
Meets twice monthly, the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month from 6:30 – 8:00pm in Do Drop In 
(Chapel building) - those upcoming dates are: 
April 19, May 3, May 17.  No class on Easter, 
April 5. 
 
For More Information contact,  
M.E. Ram, travelermr@gmail.com. 

Worship, Conversation and Connection—Simply Worship 
Gathering in the Chapel every Sunday at 11:00AM 

 

There is a newly forming community in our church, gathering together to worship, share conversation and connect with 

God and each other, in a smaller, more personal setting.  
 

Simply Worship is an opportunity for worship, conversation and connection.  The service is lead by lay leaders who 

are committed to a simple format of worship, sharing personal stories and initiating friendships.  This is a different kind 

of worship at Anona.  It is a time to be quiet, seek refuge from busy lives and be still.  It is a time to share stories with 

others and connect within a community of people who are committed to encouraging and supporting each other in 

their faith-walk.  It is a great opportunity to experience both quiet worship and small group connections in the same 

hour on Sunday morning.   
 

The basis of this community gathering comes from Paul’s writing in 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (CEV) So continue encour-

aging each other and building each other up, just like you are doing already. They strive to remind each other that we 

are the light of Christ, called to shine brightly both inside and outside the walls of the church. They strive to do this 

through worship, discussion, prayer, song, and fellowship as a community of love and acceptance in the body of 

Christ.  
 

You are invited to join this developing community, so “come as you are”, we are open to every age and every stage no 

matter where you are in your faith journey.  
 

For more information call, text, or email Deb Hilleary at 727-415-5556 or dbhilleary@gmail.com.   

 

 

Opportunities for Bible Study during the Week on the Anona Campus 

 

Men’s Bible Study          Monday    7:00pm   Portable 1B 

Tuesday Morning Men’s Group   Tuesday    6:45am   Wesley Hall 

Women’s Bible Study        Tuesday    7:00pm   Room 110 

Pastor Jack’s Class         Wednesday  10:30am   Room 110 

Wed Night Bible Study       Wednesday  7:00pm   Room 110 

Women’s Bible Study        Thursday   10:00am   Room 110 

 

Visit Connection Point, in the fellowship area, for current topics, leaders, and location of each small group. 

Salt & Light Study 
Love Wins by Rob Bell 

 
 

Continue on a journey through Love Wins 
by Rob Bell. We are only 2 weeks into the 
10 week series and invite you to join us 
Sunday mornings, 10:30am in Room 110. 
 
In Love Wins, bestselling author, Rob Bell 
addresses one of the most controversial 
issues of faith—hell and the afterlife. With 
searing insight, Bell puts hell on trial and leaves readers with a 
thought-provoking and hopeful message. 
 

If you need help finding or purchasing this book online: contact  
Lynn Allen: lynnallen965@gmail.com. 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

9 

 



CALENDAR 



CALENDAR 



To Do List 
 
April 1

st
 – hehehe  - April Fools Day 

 
April 15

th
 – File 2014 Taxes 

 
April 16

th
 – Finalize Family 2015 Budget 

  Include new giving to Anona amount (working towards 10% tithe) 
 
All kidding aside, please do remember to include supporting your church and all of the wonderful missions and pro-
grams that benefits everyone from our new babies to grandma and grandpa. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Alisa 

Peace: The Achievement of Mental Health 
 
I had a beautiful experience with Google in preparation for this article. I selected “images” and typed 
the keyword “Peace.” I hope you try this on your own. Virtually all of the images for the word “Peace” 
had a reference to God or Jesus. I felt elated that even Google knows the correlation between God 
and peace.  
 
Then, I substituted the words “Mental Health” in place of the word “Peace” in all the quotes I read. 
My experience was profoundly changed making peace and mental health synonymous. When 
someone is in a mentally healthy state of mind, peace exists. With emotional regulation and percep-
tions that keep situations calm, households live in peace. Workplace environments of mutual respect and support cause 
the employees to feel peaceful about their positions. 
 
I am reminded of the Fruits of the Spirit when I see them displayed prominently in our Narthex, and I endeavor to live 
life fulfilling the meaning behind each of the words. I now especially love the reference to peace with mental health. Like 
everyone, I have had my challenges with peace and have learned many valuable lessons on my journey to be able to 

help others find their peace. 
 
John 14:27 says, “Mental Health I leave with you; my Mental Health I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
You’re right! The verse says, “Peace” but it makes so much sense that God gave us a 
state of pure mental health and in God we find our health. Peace is Godly, not worldly. We 
have peace when we are not troubled or in a state of fear. 

 
So next time you wish for peace, substitute “mental health” instead. Wouldn't it simply be amazing if Mental Health 
(Peace) on Earth existed? Think about it.  

 

 Blessings, 
 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 Alisa RushingAlisa RushingAlisa Rushing   
Church Church Church    

AdministratorAdministratorAdministrator   

   

alisa@anona.comalisa@anona.comalisa@anona.com   
595595595---2581 x2292581 x2292581 x229 



Anona is partnering with several other Pinellas County Churches to sponsor the first Faith Build Habitat has done in sev-
eral years.  Our partnership includes both a $5,000.00 commitment plus volunteer labor to build the home for the Julio 
and Billie Acevedo Family.   
 

We met the Acevedo's through the Ridgecrest 360 Mis-
sion.  Michael, the Acevedo's oldest son, is now active in our new 
360 United campus running tech for the FX - Family Experience.  
 
The Groundbreaking Ceremony was March 11th at the build site 
at 523 11th Avenue NW in Largo. 
 
As soon as the permitting process is complete, a volunteer sched-
ule will be posted.  We'll have several opportunities to Build, plus 
do some cooking for other volunteers at the site.  Contact Dave 
Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.  

 

Habitat for Humanity 
 
 

We will have a bus leaving Anona at 
7:30 am, returning by 3:00 pm for 

transportation (actual build is 8:00 am - 2:30 pm), 
on Saturday, April 11. No construction experience 

required. There are jobs for every skill. 
 

Sign up at the Connection Desk or  
contact Dave Gerald at 365-2800,  

email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

Change 4 Change—April 12 
 

The 9
th
 grade small group will be collecting your spare change 

to support a number of mission projects in our community and 
beyond.  Thank you for your continued support of this ministry! 

Deadline Reminders: 
 

 May Magazine due by Friday, April 3 
June Magazine due by Friday, May 1 
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Our New 360 United Campus as Mission & Outreach 
 
Over the past several years, I've begun to understand mission and outreach a bit more differently. Previously, I had 
seen these as two separate movements. More recently, I have come to see them so intertwined as to be inseparable. 
 
Our new 360 United campus at St. Petersburg College in Seminole arises out of the 360 mission effort begun back in 
August of 2012. What began with one school (Ridgecrest), now includes eight schools, many non-profit organizations, 
St. Petersburg College and Pinellas Technical 
College. Of those eight schools, our most recent 
additions actually relate to our Anona campus - 
Anona and Oakhurst Elementary. Soon, because 
of this new school relationship, what we have 
learned in building relationships with families in 
our launch area of Seminole, will be experienced 
at the Anona campus.  
 
This combination of serving the schools sur-
rounding our campuses and reaching out to 
school families is what is giving rise to the 360 
United. It is our vision for reinventing the United 
Methodist presence in Pinellas County. Missional 
churches arising out of missional engagement 
with the community. 360 United is done with it's 
soft launches (test runs) and ready to reach out 
to the community and, importantly, to be with the community. Feel free to come see us or join us as we seek to live out 
our mission to love God and make followers of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 
If your ready to care for kids and the community, we're ready to help you find a place to worship, serve, grow, and live 
in community with us. Get connected...be united...make a difference. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 

Meets at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday March 22nd in the chapel conference room to 
discuss Skeletons on the Zahara, a true story of survival by Dean King and pub-
lished by Time Warner Book Group (2004).  
 

 
ABOUT THE BOOK: 
It is based on two of the survivors' journals, primarily Captain James Riley's memoir Sufferings in 
Africa. To research the book, Dean King embarked on a National Geographic Society sponsored 
expedition to retrace the horrific journey of Riley and his crew across the Saharan desert.  
 
 
The Book Club usually meets at 6:30 p.m. on the fourth Sunday of every month in the Chapel 
conference room and invites all Anona members and their guests to participate.   
 
For additional information call John Wills, 596-5681 or Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com. 
 
Tai Chi Qi Gong 
March 25th was the final meeting date.  Thank you for a great season of Tai Chi Gi Gong and a special thank you to 
Vada Mae for her valued efforts in promoting good health and happiness! 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Clinic 
Cure4Fibromyalgia.com estimates that 5 million Americans suffer from this ailment. If you or someone you know is 
impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo 
complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 
 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, April 11th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
Connectivity 
Anona’s Singles Ministry, Connectivity, is busy planning fun spring activities, along with “Second Sunday” lunches.  
Invite your single friends, and join us, won’t you?  This Month: Sunday, April 12th—Lunch at Sonny’s BBQ, 2250 Sem-
inole Blvd, Largo - at 1 PM. Email ptalinda@tampabay.rr.com or call/text Linda Martin at 776-1148 if you are planning 
to join us.   

 On April 17th, meet just before Sunset for the 7PM Champagne Cruise of Captain Memo’s Original Pirate 
Cruise, located at: 25 Causeway Blvd. Clearwater Beach, FL 33767.  We board the ship at 6:30PM, for a 2-hour 
cruise with unlimited fun & beverages of your choice.  You can RSVP online at:  https://captainmemo.com/res/
reserve_online.html.  Prices for online reservations are: $37 for adults (18+), and $31 for Seniors (65+).  Be sure 
you tell them you are with Anona Connectivity Singles.  Anyone with questions, please call Linda (776-
1148).  Interested in dinner before the Pirate Cruise, contact me, Linda, and even suggest a restaurant nearby.   

 Looking for your input - let us know what you’d like to do in May, June, or July - and maybe we can ALL do it.   

We are going on an outing guaranteed to make you laugh on Saturday, April 25th. Car pooling from the church, 
we will meet at 4:00 p.m. and make our way to Ed Fletcher’s Early Bird Dinner Theatre, 13355 49th Street North, 
Clearwater to experience a production of Hotbed Hotel, by Michael Parker. 
 
Synopsis:  
 Terri and Brian Cody are hoping to sell their “One Star Hotel” in the Florida Keys, to the only man who has ex-
pressed any interest in buying it, a Mr. Sam Lewis from New York.  
 In order to bolster Mr. Lewis's interest, Terri and Brian devise a plan to make the hotel appear busier and more 
prosperous than it actually is. Their staff will masquerade as paying guests, thereby, giving Mr. Lewis the impres-
sion that the hotel is overflowing with loyal customers and vacationers.  
 But their plan has one hitch, as their entire staff consists of a maintenance man named Hopkins and a curva-
ceous housemaid named Maureen! Let the laughs begin. . .  
 
Our Our host for this event is Margaret Morris. She would like your reservation and $ 32.00 per person payment 
($32.00 per person for buffet dinner and show – gratuity and beverages additional charge) by April 20th.  Please 
call her to let her know “the check is in the mail” at 727-584-5874. 
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CALLING ALL WOMEN 
MEMBERS! VISITORS! 
 

UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN - 150 Years 
 
On March 23, 1869 in 

Boston, Mass. women organize themselves for mis-
sion to minister to the needs of women, children and 
youth—forming schools, clinics, and community cen-
ters. Cornerstone in Tampa is one such facility. UNIT-
ED METHODIST WOMEN'S predecessor organization 
come together to end foot binding in China and today 
to end domestic violence and human trafficking. 
 
In 2019, we will celebrate 150 years of serving all over 
the world. 
 
On Thursday, April 12th, in the Do-Drop Inn, at 1pm 
(bring your lunch at noon for fellowship, if you wish) 
Anona United Methodist Women will meet to learn 
more about the legacy of Methodist women following 
God's call.  
 
Lorraine Mayfield Brown, a member of Oakhurst UMC, 
who for twenty years has taught current  issues and 
social justice at St. Petersburg College and held many 
roles in United Methodist Women, will take us  on an 
adventure following both UMW and U.S. history, with 
regard to racial justice.  DO JOIN US! 
 
DONATE ITEMS FOR THE FALL BAZAAR. NEEDED:  
 

Books, Games, Puzzles, Toys, Linens, Household 
Goods, Collectibles, Christmas Decorations and Jew-
elry. Items are being stored Public Storage, 13750 
Walsingham Road (next to Burger King). 
 
Call Joan Augustine (391-99680) or Donna Lewis (397
-9054 for more information and scheduling. No elec-
tronics( tvs, computers, etc.) will be accepted. 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a gated facility and access will 
be granted at the time scheduled. 
 
Please do not leave any donations at the church. 
Thank you for your cooperation. Jewelry should not go 
in with other items. Call Joan Armbruster (595-5920) 
to make arrangements to get the jewelry to her. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Peace Through Strength 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, his sermon #8 stated 
"Yet let not all thy weakness and folly, or any fruit thereof, 
which thou art not yet able to avoid, shake thy faith, thy filial 
trust in God, or disturb thy peace or joy in the Lord."   
 
President Reagan once said, "We know that peace is the 
condition under which mankind was meant to flourish. Yet 
peace does not exist of its own will. It depends on us, on our 
courage to build it and guard it and pass it on to future gener-
ations."   
 
Let these quotes encourage Christian men and men seeking 
Christ across Florida come together in strength and the pow-
er of the Word of God to find peace from troubled lives and 
nightmares of the past.  
 
Iron Sharpens Iron is holding a conference at Covenant Life 
Church in Sarasota on Saturday, April 25, 7:30am - 4:30pm.  
Iron Sharpens Iron is offering this opportunity for the men of 
Florida to grow as disciples and learn how to reach other 
men with the life saving message of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  This one-day equipping conference is open to men of 
all ages throughout the state of Florida, but ideally suited for 
United Methodist Men’s groups in the Southwest, Gulf Cen-
tral and South Central districts.   
 
Among the seminar speakers at the conference are two Flor-
ida Conference United Methodist Men District Presidents: 

 Michael Maxwell of the Northeast District 

 John Delaney of the Southwest District   
 
To get a glimpse of what you will experience, watch the vid-
eo at http://nextstepsformen.com/iron-sharpens-iron-
sarasota-april-25-2015/.  Then contact Anona Members: 
Chet Klinger at cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com or Ian Lennox at 
ilennox@verizon.net.  Price: $53 per man (groups of 9 or 
less), $44 per man (groups of 10 or more), Full time students 
or active duty military $29 per man.  Lunch optional.  *Early 
registration group rates shown good until April 15. 
  
Coming to every man at Anona who has access to internet 
by laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  From the Florida Confer-
ence UMM: 
 
THE NEW UMM website at http://ummflconf.org/ - New 
look.  New colors.  New links.  New information.   
 
Also, the United Methodist Men has a Facebook page.  
facebook.com/ummflorida     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on "Like" and you will get the latest news on what's 
happening with Methodist men around the Florida confer-
ence. 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

To find more of John Wesley’s sermons, visit the following 
website, http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-
Wesley-Sermons. 

 

ANONA WOMEN:  
 

Mary Fellowship will hold 
their next meeting on Thurs-
day, April 9th at 1:00 PM. 
An interesting program is 
planned. All women are invited to join our friendly, 
inspirational group.   
 
For more details, call Sandy Hammock at 727-595
-7976 or Betty Scrimshaw at 727-595-5776. 
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Membership Sundays are every other month and early in that month, we offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wish-

ing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet in the Front Office for an informal time of getting 

to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  People leave knowing more about 

our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service opportunities, both inside and outside 

the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected as we worship, grow, serve and 

live life together in Christ!  

 

There are always scheduled dates and times for Insight and it usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of peo-

ple and how we move through the tour. If those dates aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a 

time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is Thursday, April 30th at 5:30 or Sunday, May 3rd at 4:00 in 

the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area). Our next Membership Sunday is May 17th at all of our worship services.  

Private baptisms and membership vows can also be arranged.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  

sandy@anona.com or 595-2581 x228. 

You may notice that Family Ministry has a new look.  We want to give you the concepts behind The Family Trek. 
 
Growing in faith is not something that happens overnight. It is a journey from our first bible story through a lifetime of 
classes, studies, groups, and worship. The path could be hard to navigate alone, which is why we created The Family 
Trek. It breaks down the faith journey into stages, and shows how we will be there along the way to help.  
 
The first stage of this journey is called Discover. This will include all our programming for those 5 years and younger. 
The first major landmark on your Trek often happens here, baptism.  
 
Once we enter into Elementary school we move onto the next major stage of the journey, Explore. Here is where the 
faith gets explored, examined and explained. One landmark during this stage is Learning To Use My Bible (LTUMB). 
 
For middle and high school students our program is called Proximity. Landmarks during Proximity are going through 
Confirmation with a group of their peers and learning what it means to mentor younger students through life's journey. 
We believe your Proximity to the world around you - friends, family, and God - determines your direction and destination 
in life.  
 
We are very excited to build this journey along with your family.  

Join Us 
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Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
04/01 Jean Steed 
04/05 Hazel Flory 
04/06 MaryBell Spangler 
 Pat Winston 
04/10 Sara Horch 
04/11 Jerry Dominick 
04/12  Esther McCann 
04/13 Dan Collett 
 Ken Weaver 
04/14 Pat Blandford 
 Don Morrison  
04/16 June Krout 
04/19 Tom Davis 
 Dot Smith 
 Bonnie Wice 
04/20 Anna Hyden 
04/22 Louis Grimm 
04/23 Jeanne Heubek 
04/26 Dolly Maust 
04/27 Ruth Coopwood 
 Vera Lawhon 
 Betty Smuts 
04/28 Roger Hayes 
 Joan Johansen 
04/29 Geneva Tibbetts 

 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
04/01 Al & Kathy Bouchard   46 yrs. 
04/02 Charles & Nancy Kubecka  44 yrs. 
04/03 George & Diane Moore  44 yrs. 
04/04 Harry & Lynn Jones 28 yrs. 
 Carl & Marian Liswith 62 yrs. 
 Tim & Ruth McGee 28 yrs. 
04/06 Ronald & Linda Cinnamon 47 yrs. 
 Dave & Pat Lambert   52 yrs. 
 Wayne & Kathy Sincich  30 yrs. 
04/09 John & Theresa Leinbach  32 yrs. 
04/10 Nicholas & Jena Fritsch  36 yrs. 
04/11 Robert & Jeri Menendez  34 yrs. 
04/14 Steve &Karen Horning  35 yrs. 
04/15 Alden & Ann Burnett   65 yrs, 
04/19 Curtis & Pat Baughman 46 yrs. 
  Doug & Mary Manning 29 yrs. 
04/20 Rowe & Helen Hudson 48 yrs. 
04/22 David & Mary Halliday 37 yrs. 
 Don & Pat Morrison   60 yrs. 
04/23 Jon & Sheryl Harms   32 yrs. 
 Chris & Susie Moritz   49 yrs. 
04/24 Gary & Lori Beese   39 yrs. 
 Michael & Susan Nagy 34 yrs. 
 Tom & Cindy Showalter 28 yrs. 
04/25 Thomas & Paige Rapson 45 yrs. 
04/26 Will & Ginny LaBrant   46 yrs. 
04/27 Tom & Pat Blandford 58 yrs. 
  Rick & Lavern Flannigan 41 yrs. 
 Greg & Susan Walker  42 yrs. 
04/28 Dana & Lindy Reynolds 31 yrs. 
04/29  Frank & Barbara Burkett 59 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 
The family of  Loraine Pedler on her death.  Loraine joined Anona  in 1997. 

17 

New Members 
 

Dave and Peg Frushour  
Jim and Michele Melis (Grayson) 

Doug  and Shayla Bailey (Liam & Griffin) 
 

Baptisms 
Finn Alexander Coles 

 

Deaths 
 

Loraine Pedler 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and Anniversary list are 
available at the Connection Point in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



The Stephen Ministry is looking for a few good men.  Actually, men that have crisis or sadness in their lives will do just 
fine.  No, I'm not soliciting men for the Stephen Ministry- I'm talking about men who need a Stephen Minister. 
 
Speaking from experience, men seldom want to talk about their feelings, emotions or the problems in their lives.  Most 
of us were raised to be tough, be the leader, take charge- and those traits are ingrained in us from birth.  We tend to 
want to fix everything, make things right.  It is difficult for us to listen unless we are being asked to fix or analyze things. 
 
So it is no surprise when someone wants to talk to us, especially about feelings or emotions- "we" men don't listen as 
much as we talk.  I used to find myself wanting others to get to the point so I could give my advice or solve their is-
sue.  I didn't realize they were only looking for someone to talk to, to listen and not 
"fix" or give advice. 
 
The Stephen Ministry training made me realize that the answers to our problems 
often lie within ourselves.  Stephen Ministers are trained to listen, to "stuff their stuff" 
and be the person in the life of another who will be there to offer Christian love and 
care.  We are trained to walk alongside another and "peel back the onion" to see 
what answers the care receiver can find within himself.  It is amazing to see how a 
Stephen Ministry relationship can find the answers, or seek solutions, or simply 
comfort when there may be no answer or solution to an issue. 
 
To my fellow men- if life gets overwhelming, if you get tired of being the "fixer", or 
you just need someone to walk alongside when things are confusing, please consid-
er the Stephen Ministry  which will offer a compassionate, caring and non-
judgmental relationship. 

- Larry Cottrell 

Calling All Men 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

We take seriously our call as a church to visit the sick and support one another.  Anona has dedicated teams to visit 

those in the hospitals, those in rehab centers, those who are homebound or in long term care facilities, and the indi-

viduals and their families who are facing the end of life.  All of our teams have special training to provide outstanding 

care to those in need. 
 

Clara Wehrfritz is the team leader for our Hospital Visitation Team, which calls on those persons in our area hospitals 

seven days a week.  Linda Koser is the team leader of our Rahab Visitation Team.  Two to three times a week, mem-

bers of this team are visiting in our area rahab facilities.  Ann Murphy is team leader of our shut in/end of life visitation 

team.  Members of this team make periodic visits to those who can’t make it to church on a consistent basis.   
 

We count on all of our members to provide a quality of caring that is a reflection of our call to follow Christ.  You can 

help by letting the church office know when someone is in the hospital, going to a rehab facility, or is unable to come 

to church.  There are multiple ways you can forward the information to us.  Call the church number, 595-2581 day or 

night and leave a message with the reception desk.  If you get the church recording, press extension 225 and some-

one will answer or if no one is available, leave a voice message.  This extension is checked three times a day 

(morning, afternoon, and evening), 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Or you may email your information to 

gary@anona.com.  Anona works diligently and takes pride in caring for our congregation.  Have a question?  Call or 

email Pastor Gary Thomas, 595-2581 ext 225 or gary@anona.com.  

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, April 2 and 16, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers also welcome. Contact 

Joanie Pickens at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; elderga-

tors@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Easter  
Sunday 

is 
April 
5th! 

Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

 Laura Ice Asst. Multi-Site Minister laura@anona.com 239 

     

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   

  8:15 -Traditional 

  9:30 - Contemporary 

  9:30 - FX Family Service 

      Godly Play (3’s, 4’s) 

11:00 - Simply Worship 

11:10 - Traditional 

      PreSchool Care (2’s, 3’s, 4’s) 
 

*Nursery available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
9200 113th St N - UP Building, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Easter Services at Anona 
 

APRIL 5th  

 
7:00AM   Sunrise Service—Serenity Gardens Lakeside 
8:15AM   Traditional Services—Anona Sanctuary 
9:30AM   Contemporary Services—Anona Worship Center 
9:30AM   FX Family Experience—Anona Theater 
9:30AM   Worship Service—360 United Campus 
10:00AM Traditional Service—St. Mark’s Campus 
11:00AM Simply Worship—Anona’s Chapel 
11:10AM Traditional Services—Anona Sanctuary 
3:00PM   Brookdale Pinecrest Service 
 

 
 
 
 


