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Jeremy will have started us into the Advent season the last Sunday in November with a sermon he has been working 
on about what we are waiting on and expecting may not be what we expected, and when that happens, what happens?   

December 6: 1 John 4:9-12.   

Abelard said 1000 years ago that in Jesus we are loved and know love.  God’s love gives us love both to have and to 
give away.  Imagine us as the crux of an hour glass.  All that love, poured into us like the sand at the top, is poured 
from us (or thru us) to others. 

December 13: Luke 1:26-38—The story of Gabriel appearing to Mary 

will be the Cantata in traditional, and a very special music day in Contemporary.  It is also Mary’s Sunday and the Pink 
candle (the third of four) will be lit on that day. 

December 20: Luke 2:1-7—The story of the Birth of Jesus  
 

December 24, Christmas Eve Services: 

 Family Experience at 4pm  

 Early Traditional at 6pm  

 Contemporary at 7pm 

 Late Traditional at 8pm 

On Christmas Eve we will be handing out invitations to come back in January for a very rich series of both worship and 
group experiences centered around I, We, They.  I want to get my life together so that WE can have great life together 
so that THEY might have life.  There will be great opportunities to get our lives together financially, spiritually, physical-
ly, emotionally, relationally, and so many other ways. 

 

December 27:  Luke 2:8-20—The Shepherds visiting Jesus 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 

The month of December at Anona will (of course) be leading toward Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve.  Our 
theme, (again, matched in all age levels) is Compassion.  The children’s memory verse will be John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son.  Whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”   

What do we love like that?  Who do we love like that?  For what cause would we give our life?  For whom? 

A definition of compassion is “a response to the suffering of others with a motivated desire to help”.  We see that in Je-
sus.  We see that in God sending Jesus.  We see that in the students Jesus taught and in their teachings down through 
the years to us. 

What do we teach, feel, get involved in and support?  With our words?  With our sweat?  Our money? 

Philosophers, psychologists, ethics scholars and clergy all give compassion a high value in human character develop-
ment. 

Criminal psychologists, forensic scholars and others consider the lack of compassion (not caring if other people hurt) a 
very high indicator of what is called “the criminal mind”.  In the book by that title, the author states a very serious case 
for the absence of compassion as one of the greatest problems in our society. 

As we spend the month of December on the stories of Christmas, look for that theme.  My prayer for you is that you are 
stirred to make Christmas a time of compassion. 

Jack 
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“For God so loved the world”; the familiar scripture from John 3:16 begins by revealing God is Love.   
 
“That He Gave His only son”; God showers us with radical hospitality and gives beyond what we deserve or can even 
imagine.  God is Gracious. 
 
“So that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal live”; God cares about us, he wants the best for 
us.  God wants to be in fellowship with us.  God is Compassion. 
 
This month during the advent season, as we lead up to the birth of Christ, we will look at all these aspects of God, but 
focus on his compassion.  God had compassion for a world that was in need of a savior.  More importantly, God had 
compassion for people living in darkness, hopelessness and despair, needing a light to guide them to a better life, a life 
in harmony with God’s will.  
 
Take some time in quiet anticipation, to remember God’s compassion for you, God’s graciousness and His love, that he 
gave of himself to reconcile you to Him.   
 
Look around.  Where is your compassion leading you?  There may be someone, right next to you, who needs a compas-
sionate advocate to reach out and be the light of hope, joy, and peace in their life. 

The St Marks Yard Sale was well attended and helped clear out some overstock in our Thrift Store.  Thanks to all who 
participated and helped.  Remember, the Thrift Store is open Mon, Wed, and Sat from 9 - Noon. 

 Advent  
       at                              
        Anona 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

Special Music for 8:15 and 11:10 Traditional services 
 

November 29th 
Choraliers Choir and Hands of Praise 

 
December 6th 

 King’s Ringers Handbell Ensemble 
 

December 13th 
Fantasia Noel 

 
December 20th 

Christmas Carol Sing  



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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It’s hard to imagine that a year ago our new worship service held a small Christmas service in the Anona Chapel (we 
had no place to lay our head). This year things will be just a little bit different. Not only have we been worshiping at the 
Seminole Campus of St. Petersburg College, we have also been working on a growing relationship with the Seminole 
Recreation Center that is offering a wonderful opportunity. 

Our relationship with the Seminole Rec is opening up the possibility for 360 United to hold its first worship service out-
side of our usual SPC location. In other words, we’re leaving our building for Christmas. That’s right, we will be holding a 
Community Christmas Service at the Seminole Rec! Not only that, we will be holding it about a week early - Saturday, 
December 19th @ 6:30 p.m. Many families travel at Christmas and we want to give them an opportunity to celebrate 
locally before they head off to visit extended family and friends. Everyone’s invited to a night filled with music and the 
Christmas story! 

360 United Campus Messages for December—Awaiting the Already 

Date: December 6        Title: The World As It I                   Scripture: Matthew 2:1-3 
Guess what! Christmas hasn't arrived yet. We are still waiting. Are you feeling the songs of the season? One line in "O 
Little Town of Bethlehem" lingers in my mind and in my heart. No surprise since we were actually there this year. It is 
"the hopes and fears of all the years". Today we may approach Christmas with a mix of both hopes and fears. Have the 
sights, sounds and anticipation really changed much from the first advent season? This week we step into the lives of 
Joseph, Herod and the Wise men.  Hopes and fears were in the air 2000 years ago in their season of waiting and pre-
paring for the birth of a baby that would change their lives forever. 

Date: December 13      Title: The Ultimate Playlist       Scripture: Luke 1:26-28  

This week we look at Luke’s story of Christmas, and one of the things I love about Luke is the way he brings the Christ-
mas story to life...not just with facts, but by revealing the heart of characters. Luke doesn’t just report stories, he conveys 
the emotion of the people. Sometimes those emotions are so strong, the characters pretty much break into song. What 
songs does your heart want to sing? What would be your ultimate playlist? 

Date: December 20      Title: A Light in the Darkness     Scripture: John 1:1-18  

As we prepare for Christmas in just a few days, we now come to the final of the four Gospels...the Gospel of John. 
John’s story of the coming of Christ into our world is like no other...his story includes no shepherds, no angels, and no 
wise men. Instead, his is a story of light coming into the world in the person of Jesus. Jesus is the light that causes all 
darkness to flee. Just the light that you and I need...the light our world needs...the light we are meant to reflect. 

Date: December 27      Title: Acts of Love            Scripture: 1 John 4:7 

As we are in the spirit of the season, may this fire we have inside continue beyond, may our Acts of Love continue 
through the season and back through the season. 

We are a culture of Multiplication.  Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World isn’t just the 
Methodist Motto.  It is a way of life for us. 

Donald McGavran, the father of the Church Growth movement in the 1900’s and a key teacher at Fuller Seminary for 
many years asks “What is the true fruit of an apple tree?”  We of course would say, “an apple”.  He would then correct 
his students and say, “The TRUE fruit of an apple tree is another apple tree, otherwise apples would disappear from 
creation”. 

In the same sense, the true fruit of a Youth Director is not a student who gets Christianity, but one who becomes a youth 
director.  Without that Youth Directors would disappear from creation. 

So….. What is the true fruit of a Christian?  McGavran would say, “Another one”.  Otherwise Christians would disappear 
from creation.   

So Bible Study leaders are always looking for the person they can groom into another teacher.  Youth small group lead-
ers are sensitive to another young parent they can show the ropes.  Ushers are very invitational to have another usher. 
Sound boards are places where a person can learn to run a sound board. 

You are at the crux of an hour glass as a Christian.  All that has been poured into you to make you who you are needs 
to be poured from you into others so that creation can continue to sustain itself with love, joy, peace, hope, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.   

I often ask the adult children of the deceased at the time of preparation for a funeral, “Who are you because of her”?  
The answers are always rich, emotionally deep, tearful, and cathartic.  I ask you here in our Anona culture, “Who will 
they be because of you”? 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE, 11:00am in Room 117 (off of Contemporary Worship Center) 
SGX is a time when k-5th grade students can come together in small groups and experience 
God’s word through games, crafts, fun and friendships!  

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The 

weekly message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging 

Characters, and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a con-

sistent environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  

which helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

PAJAMA JAM! - JANUARY 3rd, 2016 
5:00 — 7:00PM in the Worship Center 

 

 
You’re invited to join us for a  

Family Night in your Pajamas! 
 

Bring your friends, your pillows & blankets…  
and your PJ’s of course!  

 
 We will be playing board games, watching a movie, 

and snacking on our breakfast favorites!! 
 

DECEMBER 2015:  

Compassion—caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.  

Memory Verse: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Any-
one who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” John 3:16, NIrV  
 

This month in FX and SGX, we’re heading back to the movies.  There’s just some-
thing about a great Christmas movie that no matter how you’re feeling, after you 
watch them you can’t help but get into the Christmas spirit. We will be “Triple-Dog-
Daring” kids to show compassion to the people around them and even across the 
world.   



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Stress and the Christmas Season 

The Thanksgiving pilgrims are packed away for next year and we turn our focus onto the Christmas season.  This is a 
magical time of bright lights, glittering wrapping paper, handprint reindeer and a wild rush to get just the “right” gifts for 
those we love.  These activities that we hope will bring us joy and a closer connection to those we love, often result in an 
increased conflict with our families, coworkers and children.  As Christmas draws closer and the pressure builds, these 
expectations result in additional stress for all.  When life seems out of control, the activities we hope will bring us closer 
together, divide us further apart.  

Conscious Discipline® teaches us that we are born with a deep need to be in relationship, a need that is essential to our 
survival.  It is the ability to establish this stable emotional foundation within ourselves that insures our survival.  This is 
dependent on the skill of self-regulation.  Conscious Discipline® offers these tools to help manage the moments when 
pressure builds: 

 Active Calming™:  Our children are impacted by these stressful times.  During these tense times, how we act can be 
powerful teaching moments that allow us to model the skill we want our children to learn.  Active calming is the first 
step in self-regulation.  It is a simple process of following these Conscious Discipline® steps: 
 1.   Be a S.T.A.R.:  Take three deep breaths BEFORE you engage in the moment.  PAUSE. 
 2.   During these breaths, affirm yourself, “I am SAFE.  I FEEL calm.  I CAN handle this.” 
 3.   Wish Well:  Open your heart to the moment.  Let go of your belief that this is about you and be willing to under            
      stand and accept the child is calling for help and wish the child well. 

 Active Calming™ for the child:  From this place of self-regulation, we are able to access the higher center of the brain 
and can encourage Active Calming™ for children: 
 1.    Active self-calm FIRST – then address the child. 
 2.    Affirm the child:  “You are SAFE.  Keep breathing with me.  I’m right here.  You can handle this.” 

Follow this with connection; a hug, a story or a shared game.  Relax and be present in the moment, coach your child in 
the skills they need to manage their upset and enjoy the season of hope and promise.  These connections are the true 
gift of the season!   

Our Community Connection mission project for the month is to care for our shut-in church family.  The children and fami-
lies at Anona Child Development Center will extend the gift of love and the spirit of Christmas by making cards for our 
“Grandpals” and the Anona Shut-ins.   These will be given to the Stephens Ministry visitation team who will deliver our 
gifts of love. 

Our prayers for blessings and reduced stress are extended to you and your family during this season of God’s love for 
the world, as he brought to us the light of His creation in the form of a small child, His son, our Savior.   

Merry Christmas and as always…We wish you well,                             Pam and Sharon 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In December, we will be teaching our preschool children about 
Advent 2, 3, and 4 and Meeting the Christ Child.  

The first stage of Family Trek is Dis-
cover: where children under 5 learn 
how to discover God for themselves. 



 

A Disciples Path—begins January 13th 
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to: “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”  What is a Disciple?  We are each on a journey that is 
uniquely our own and yet amazingly shared with others.  Come join us as we investigate our 
Methodist heritage through prayer – presence – gifts – service – and witness.  Enjoy explor-
ing who you are and where you came from and together, we’ll travel the path of who God 
calls us to be.  This 8 week Class will meet on Wednesday, 6:30 – 8pm, in room 110, begin-
ning January 13

th
.  Kathy Freeburg will be leading you on this path with assistance from 

Jac’lin Weisgerber. Sign up on line, or at Connection Point. 
 
 

 

Too Busy Not to Pray—begins January 7th 
The urgent need for prayer in today’s broken world is clear, but busyness still keeps many of us 
from finding time to pray. Bill Hybels offers us his practical, time-tested ideas on slowing down to 
pray.  
 
Join Diana Williams and Barbara Sowers for this 11 week study based on Hybels s classic 
book , Too Busy Not to Pray.  Come explore the ways you can make prayer a priority in your life 
in the coming year.  As a result, you will grow closer to God and experience the benefits of 
spending time with him." 
 
Class begins January 7

th
 and will meet Thursdays from 7 - 8pm in the Chapel Library. 

Sign up on line or at Connection Point. 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

9 

Advent Study –  Advent begins Sunday, November 29th 
 
The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the re-
turn of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than simply mark-
ing a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of 
God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. 
  
This year’s Advent Study is The Journey. It’s a story you know by heart, but The Journey 
combines historical information and archaeology with Adam Hamilton’s thoughtful, con-
versational teaching style to give you a new perspective on the story of Mary and Jo-
seph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  Class sessions include DVD segments 
filmed on location in the Holy Land 
 
“If you think you know the story of Jesus’ birth, think again! This wonderful book sets us 
on a journey to the times and characters of Christmas so that we experience the birth of 
Christ in our lives in a new way.”  
 
Classes: 
Wednesdays—November 18 and December 2, 9, 16 in Room 110 at 6:30pm.   Facilitator: Carole Hare   
Sunday at 10:30am—Salt and Light will also begin “The Journey” advent study. 
Books are $10. 

Do you sometimes feel that you should be  
doing more to feed your spiritual side?   

 

You can find more classes and information online: anona.com/adultgroups or visit us at Connection Point on 
any Sunday morning. 



CALENDAR 



CALENDAR 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students are welcome.  We will work with your sched-
ule whenever possible. 
 
MULTIPLE ENROLLMENT DISCOUNT:  Do you have more than one budding musician in your family?  A second fami-
ly member receives a discount.  Also, you can alternate two students at the same day/time, or can in some cases can 
have two students taught in the same lesson.   
   
DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need of key-
boards at this time.  Thank you.  
  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians.  
We are in particular need of an upright piano for a student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real pi-
ano.  Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy 
Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In 
Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  
  
REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 
   
THEORY MINUTE:  Did you know that the Blues Scale is used extensively not only in blues music, but also in jazz, 
rock, gospel and even in some contemporary Christian music?  This scale, originally derived from African music, con-
sists of scale steps 1 - b3 - 4 - b5 - 5 - b7.  Unlike major scales, there is no established fingering as such, so create your 
own and use this scale for improvising where appropriate.  A well-rounded musician can not only read notes, but impro-

vise and play by ear as well! 

Mercy, Grace and Compassion 

They’re only words without actions, and these actions are some of the most difficult to implement. It’s 
easy to want to think of ourselves as compassionate, willing to show mercy, living in grace. When 
spouses, co-workers, or children do not meet our expectations, these actions are often forgotten. 

It’s normal not to be perfect, and normal people 
come to my office every day. I get to talk with them 
and teach them about mercy, grace, compassion… 
and forgiveness. Every day, it is good to remind our-
selves to hold these principles strong in our lives, and to admit if we 
do not know how to act upon them.  

Relationships tangle. Health gets affected. Life is questioned. God is 
beckoned. There are skills involved in treating others and ourselves 
(self-talk) with mercy, grace and compassion. We can seek answers 
in scripture and find many, but sometimes learning from a trusted 
source on how to interact with our loved ones is a very smart decision.  

If you are continually striving for improved relationships, be easy on 
yourself when you were not merciful in thought, graceful in action and compassionate in deed. Self-forgiveness falls 
within mercy, grace and compassion. Concede in the ways you have behaved differently, and remember to choose 
wisely at the next opportunity. 

Life is a journey. How blessed are we that God, through all our misgivings, will bestow upon us mercy, grace and com-
passion. 

Compassionately, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



HABITAT SAYS THANKS ANONA UMC & 360 UNITED 

On October 17th, Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County held it's 30th Year Anniversary Celebration.  What a mean-
ingful mission—338 families have been helped and 841 children now have a safer roof over their heads.  In addition, 
for every home Habitat Pinellas builds locally, it tithes to another home in Guatemala or Malowi, Africa! 

Anona & 360 were awarded Habitat's 2015 Faith-Based Volunteer Community of the Year Award because of our: 160 
on site volunteers over the past 3 years, participation at 41 build sites, service to 30 families, over 2,100 volunteer 
hours.  As well as providing leadership to the 2015 Faith Build for the Acevedo Family in Largo and huge support to 
the Bonefish Grill that hosted Habitat’s ReStore Fundraiser (which contributed over $1,000.00 to Habitat Pinellas). 

Remember that whether you pick up a hammer on a Build - or donate to/or buy from one of Habitat's ReStore Home 
Improvement Centers - or donate cash or land, you are helping our Partner on it's mission to provide affordable hous-
ing for all. 

Mathew 25:40 reminds us that Serving Others is Serving God. 

Change 4 Change—December 13 
 

The 10
th
 grade small group  

will be collecting your spare change  
to support a number of mission projects  

in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 
13 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
 
 
 
 

We will have a bus leaving Anona at 7:30 am, re-
turning by 3:00 pm (actual build is 8am - 2:30 pm),  

on Saturday, December 12.  
No construction experience  

required. There are jobs for every skill. 
 

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave 
Gerald at 365-2800, email 
dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

It’s that wonderful time of year again –we are remembering Gods greatest gift to us. It is also the season we continue to 
strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus out in the community. We are always excited to have our ‘Angel Trees’ out in 
the friendship area and see the gift tags disappear so quickly!  

The trees will be up 11/30, 12/06 and 12/13 however we are changing things up a little this year. We are asking the con-
gregation to hold your gifts and bring them to Church Sun 12/20 to be part of a special offering during your worship ser-
vice. If you unable to bring the items on the 20

th
 please hand them into the connection point on the 13

th
 or to Jean Berry 

at the front desk during the week leading up to the 20
th
. 

The Missions team thanks you in advance for your kindness and generosity –we hope you will enjoy picking out a ’tag’ 
that supports one of the below named areas of ministry.  

Remember to hold on to gifts and bring them unwrapped to your usual service on the 20
th

! 

 Homebound Gift Pack (can be any of the following items –or a complete set) Stationary, ballpoint pen, crossword, 
candy –diabetic ideal and postage stamps 

 Barnes and Noble gift pack (to benefit local K-12 students)- $25 

 David Lott Scholarship (benefits youth going to camp) 

 Sally Berthy (benefits pre-school aged child) 

 Anona Academy (music scholarship) 

 Homeless gift pack (can be any of the following items –or a complete set) Bus Passes, socks, sunscreen, bug 
spray, chap stick, portable snacks, refillable water bottle 

 Toys for various ages (benefits Micronesian community) 

Help our 2016 Mission to Poland! 
Purchase Honeybaked Ham gift cards us-
ing cash or check by visiting the Anona 
Campus Marketplace select Sundays in 
December. Those dates will be made 
available in the bulletin or you can contact 

Linda Martin:  ptalinda@gmail.com or 727-776-1148. 
 
20% of your purchase will go toward our 2016 Mission 
Trip to Poland where we plan to remodel a parsonage 
and help facilitate Vacation Bible School. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


FUTURE BOOK CLUB READINGS: 
The reading for December will be “A Redbird Christmas” by Fannie Flagg. Plan to meet at Joan 
and John Wills home on Sunday, December 28 to discuss this fun (if not funny) book by one of our  
favorite authors. 
 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room 
and invites all Anona members and their guests to participate.  For additional information contact 
Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.   
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays, 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to 
Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support 
group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo complex 
(Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, Dec. 12th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group lead-
er, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers  
is an Anona small group for which all seasonal residents and all Anona seasonal 
residents are invited!!  In December we will have the following events: 
 

December 4: Ybor City guided tour (information to follow in church bulletin) 
 

December 11: 11:00 AM in Wesley Hall, lunch provided for $7.00 and a program provided by the very musical Anona 
Chordsmen.  Beverage will be provided.  Bring your own table service. 
 

The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide information about Anona, and 
grow spiritually.  Monthly outings are also planned for some months.  Please sign up at Connection Point before 
Wednesday preceding the scheduled event. 

ACT TWO will venture to Sarasota on Saturday, December 19th, to experience Marie Selby Gardens LIGHTS IN 
BLOOM. The 12th annual holiday extravaganza features more than a half million lights surrounding visitors with a 
spectacle of unique installations amid some of the Garden’s most iconic locations. This year explore new features 
like the massive Tunnel of Lights, which transports you from the tropics into the North Pole, along with favorites 
such as the Radiant Rainforest that continue to make the exhibition a must-see holiday tradition. Enjoy interactive 
photo opportunities, traditional holiday music and festivities, delicious food and drinks, and more, as the Gardens 
are transformed around you into an electric wonderland. 

We will car pool from Anona (West parking lot) leaving at 3:00 p.m. getting to Sarasota in time for an early dinner at 
a restaurant to be named (moderate prices). The return to Largo will be around 10:00 p.m. Admission to Selby Gar-
dens for the Lights in Bloom is $25 per person. Please contact John Wills (596-5681) or jwills321@tampabay.rr.com 
by December 7th to let us know of your intent to participate.  It will be an experience that is guaranteed to put you in 
the spirit of the season!  John and Joan Wills, event hosts. 
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Thank You & Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas! 
 
The UMW thank all who helped make our bazaar a 
success.  You helped by donating items, moving the 
items from storage, setting up tables, unwrapping 
items, selling, running the cash register, and clean 
up.  An extra special thank you to the United Meth-

odist Men for cooking and serving the Spaghetti Dinner, along with Natalie for 
baking and Donna for cooking the sauce.  It was a group effort with great reward, 
and we really do appreciate it! 
 

Another big thank you to Jim Meckfessel at Pinellas Party Rentals for donating 
the tables to us for the bazaar.  
 

We saw the newly renovated Chapel library at our circle meeting.  It is beautiful 
and now have access to books for the readying program.  
 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 

TAILGATING WITH JESUS         

During Advent season, our eyes are upon the coming of Jesus.  The music says it.  The lights shine for it.  Family gath-
erings tell it.  And the church proclaims it.  For those who lived in the last century before the Common Era (BCE we 
once knew as BC),  they yearned for the coming of their messiah.  All they had were the stars and the scrolls written by 
prophets to tell them.  And, lo, a group of wise men followed a sign in the heavens to a place where 
Jesus was born.  A place in a time that changed the world.  Today, believing men and women wait 
for Jesus’ second return, in the way His followers saw Him leave.  But this time He comes with His 
army of angels to bring justice to a broken world. 

Meanwhile, as we watch and wait, as Christians have been doing for more than 20 centuries, we 
have work to do.  Work to win souls for Jesus.  Work to spread the good news about Jesus.  Work to 
care for the truly needy.  Work to feed His sheep.  Work to prune the branches.  Work to make new 
disciples to carry on the work after us.  The writer, one of the wisest of all kings, Solomon, in Ecclesiastes, asks: “What 
profit has the worker from that which he labors?”  Is it all in vain?  There is nothing better for them than to rejoice, and 
do good, and eat, drink, and enjoy the fruit of his labor.  Such is a gift of God.    The conclusion of the matter is that we 
are to love and revere God and keep His commandments.  “For God will bring every work into judgment, including every 
secret thing, whether good or evil.”  It is this wisdom the men, young and old, at Anona experience at our Men’s Bible 
Study on Monday nights, at our Men’s Tuesday morning breakfast gatherings, and at other gatherings of Anona’s 
throughout the week – the lawn mowing crew, the Gospel Chordsmen singing, the ushers, our All-Pro Dads, our Fresh 
Start mentors and Stephen Ministers. 

Ahead for 2016, assuming Christ’s return doesn’t come 
sooner, will bring new opportunities for new men in 
Christ, men searching for Christ, men hungering for 
more of the wisdom of Solomon, David, Daniel, Moses, 
Abraham, Isaiah, Paul, John and Jesus, men who want 
to lead like Jesus, men who want to break bread togeth-
er, pray, sing, and fellowship together, men who want to 
serve and build the church and the kingdom.  Men who 
want to tailgate with Jesus and his disciples.  Besides 
the great sports events ahead, we guys can be watching 
for and attending events like a Water Cooler Conference, an  Iron-Sharpens-Iron or a Next Generation Men’s Rally.  
United Methodist Men retreats and webinars.  Training like Lead Like Jesus Servant Leadership Training and No 
Man Left Behind.  Become friends with the United Methodist Men at  https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida.  Mean-
while come and join one or more of our men’s gatherings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and maybe 
even Saturdays at a work or sports project. 
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Anona Women…MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 
MARY FELLOWSHIP will one of Anona's small groups, will hold our next meeting on Thursday, 
December 10, at 1:00 PM.  All women are invited to join our friendly, inspirational group.   
 

For more details and location, please call Sandy Hammock at 727-595-7976 or Betty Scrimshaw 
at 727-585-5776. 



Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either Wednesday, December 2nd or January 6th at 10:30, Thurs. January 7th from 5:30-7:00 OR Sun. January 

10th from 4:00-5:30 in the front office (off the fellowship area).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more 

about our church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of 

our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you are unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing 

to meet with you at your convenience. Our next Membership Sunday is January 24th. For more information, email 

sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 
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Join Us 

Where do I go… 
 

Visit the Welcome Desk for: 
Directions around campus 
Guest Welcome Packets 
Name Tag requests 
CD orders 
Prayer Quilt requests 
Visitation requests 
Lost and Found 
General Questions 

 
 

Magazine Due Date 
Reminders: 

 

 January Magazine due by Friday, December 4 
February Magazine due by Friday, January 1 

Visit Connection Point for: 
Information & flyers on classes and 
events 
Sign-up book for missions and events 
Online class registration assistance 
Website help and instruction 
Questions answered or referred 
Place to meet small group leaders 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
12/02 Betty Hill 
12/04 Jean Lutton 
12/07 Doug Cowdin 
12/08 Marleen Ruppel 
12/10 Gerri Thompson 
12/12 Marilyn Raun 
12/13 Celine Noblit 
12/14 Dorothy Dupper 
 Bette Ra Ivey 
12/15 Pat Roberts 
 Samuel Tidwell 
 Bill Williams 
12/16 Edwin Keif 
 John Slater 
12/17 George Dalack 
 Jane Madden 
12/18 Norma Beirne 
12/19  Patricia Kostelnik 
12/20 Clarence Ruppel 
12/23 Jim Burgess 
 Suzanne Beard 
12/24 Betty Andrews 
 Ralph Montgomery 
12/26 Virginia Dews 
 Marjorie Walton  
12/28 Helen Rosbolt 
12/29 Richard Krisel 
12/30 Ross McCutchan 
12/31 Harry Gaines, Sr. 

 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
11/02 Art & Carol Hansuld 52 yrs. 
12/01 Jim & Cat Coats 42 yrs. 
12/03 Scott & Kristine Magness           32 yrs. 
  John & Anne Snyder 71 yrs. 
12/04 Bob & Gina Bruce 45 yrs. 
  Dennis & Cindy Krager 34 yrs. 
12/05 Bud & Charlene Kalck 28 yrs. 
  Peter & Anne Lopez 28 yrs. 
  Ken & Sandy O'Bryant 40 yrs. 
  Bob & Esther Seidel 28 yrs. 
  Darrell & Jessica Wycoff            28 yrs. 
12/12 James & Amy Dyson 45 yrs. 
  Ted & Sara Pinkerton 28 yrs. 
12/13 David & Beth McCuen 29 yrs. 
12/14 Dick & Susan Murbach 26 yrs. 
12/16 Nick & Gail Miller 43 yrs. 
  Jim & Nancy Noble 54 yrs. 
12/18 Ron & Betty Williams 44 yrs. 
12/20 Donald & Jean Alli 39 yrs. 
  Jack & Mary Cheney 34 yrs. 
  Roland & Florence Flinton 74 yrs. 
12/23 John & Becky Creveling 44 yrs. 
  Mike & Anne Lyon 48 yrs. 
  Pete & Pat Zaleski 55 yrs. 
12/26 Harold & Rojean Smeltz 61 yrs. 
12/27 Darrell & Virginia Clark                58 yrs. 
  Don & Elda Fitzsimmons 62 yrs. 
  John & Sheila Remley 62 yrs. 
12/28 Doug & Char Cowdin       58 yrs. 
  Andy & M. Lynn Craske 30 yrs. 
  John & Enid Lythgoe 48 yrs. 
  Glenn & Linda Martin 42 yrs. 
  Cecil Rowe & Irma Porterfield-Rowe    27 yrs. 
12/29 Jeff & Jean Berry 25 yrs. 
  George & Nan Hubbell 25 yrs. 
12/30 Art & Bebe Allwood 60 yrs. 
  Bob & Sylvia Walker 32 yrs. 
12/31 John & Sherrod West 46 yrs. 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 

The Family of Ruth Anderson.  Ruth joined Anona in 1997. 
 

Betty Ponder on the death of her husband Elza.  Elza was a long time attender 
of our St. Mark’s campus. 
 

Doug Kolb on the death of his wife Lucille. 
 

Jay Singleton and family on the death of Patti.  Patti joined Anona in 2012 
 

Doris Dalack and family on the death of George.  George joined Anona in 2004. 
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New Members 
Dave & Peg Frushour 

Pat & Lacey Gleason (Presley) 
John & Sharon Klose 
Kelly & Becca Sweers 

Helina Basic 
Bill & Ann Gillespie 

Dee Higgins 
Barbara Hudson 

Chuck & Jean Lutton 
Kitty Rich 

Mike & Erin Hawkins (Gabriel & Julia) 
Brian McClymont 
Samantha Scelzi 

Theresa & Yolanda Ackah 
Grace Afriyae 

Baptisms: 
Grace Evelyn Roberts 

Alexzander Jayce Flanagan 



I am an original Anona United Methodist Stephen Minister!   

(Part 2 of Ellen’s November Story) 

Last month you read in this magazine about my training and beginning years as a Stephen Minister.  Life for me was 
very good.  I was active in all that I could be at Anona.  I thoroughly enjoyed the classes, the variety of church ser-
vices, fellowship, and walking hand-in-hand into church each Sunday with my husband Jim.  Then, suddenly my life 
changed, and I became the care receiver after the unexpected loss of my husband in July, 2014. 

Jim was the light of my life.  We had no children, and both our families lived up north.  This loss has been difficult be-
yond description.  But, of course, another Stephen Minister asked to walk along with me, and she has been a blessing 
as she leads me toward healing.  I know each Stephen Minister cares as she does for me. 

Do not feel uncomfortable in asking for help even though you may think your problem will just go 
away.  Your Stephen Minister will listen and is trained to help you determine a course of action 
just right for you.  The journey will be filled with respect, and everything that is discussed is confi-
dential. 

Stephen Ministers have been trained to listen to your concerns.  If Scripture and prayer are ap-
propriate and comforting to you, we will share them.  If not, we will refrain from doing so.  Weekly 
meetings may be held wherever you are most at ease. 

Please look for someone wearing the blue name badge or meet us in the prayer room following 
each Sunday service.  You will find comfort simply knowing you are taking the first step toward 
healing and wholeness with someone who cares. 

Ellen Miller 

 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

\ 
 

If you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to 
church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church 
office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational 
Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in 
order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in 
volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, December 3 and 17, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Office Closed  
for Christmas 
December 25 

 
 

Office Closes at Noon 
Dec. 24 & 31 

 
Have a Blessed Christmas and New Year! 



 
Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit #4000 

St. Petersburg, FL 

Anona United 
Methodist Church 

       

A Multi-Site Community 

13233 Indian Rocks Road 

                Largo, FL 33774 

 VOLUME 2015     

ISSUE 12 

December 


