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January 3rd:  A new chapter of life.  Revelation 21:5 Jesus says, “Behold, I make all things new”.  We are no excep-

tion.  Jesus is constantly promising to renew, make new, remold and shape us.  Lamentations 3:23 tells us that God’s 

promises are fresh every morning.  That Hebrew word for “fresh” is “hadas” which combines the meanings of new, 

fresh, and a new thing, like fresh flowers in a vase.  Come back the first Sunday of the year to feel the refreshing gos-

pel as it pertains to your life. 

January 10th:  “Heart” Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  Jesus quotes the Old Testament about his priorities.  It starts in the heart.  

Always for Him it starts in the heart.  As we continue to get our lives together in this new chapter let’s start there too. 

January 17th:  “Soul” Again Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  Honestly I could preach this passage all year, but I will settle for a 

month and will bring up other scriptures as well.  You’re Soul.  John Wesley asked his people to ask one question of 

each other for spiritual support. “What is the state of your soul”.  I’m asking. 

January 24th:  “Strength” You guessed it:  Deuteronomy 6 again, but also Psalm 139:13-16…”I am fearfully and won-

derfully made… thou hast possessed my reins”.  I am a perfect sacrifice on the altar of God.  Hard words to hear and 

understand, but our bodies and our strength are God’s as much as our heart and soul. 

January 31st:  “Mind” This is added by Jesus.  It’s not in Deuteronomy, but in the Gospels quoting Jesus.  Mark 12:28-

31 shows Jesus adding to the three priorities of the historic faith the word in Greek “dianoia” which combines the con-

cepts in English: deep thought, imagination, and understanding.  Jesus wants ours to be a thinking religion. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 

January at Anona will be about the first part of the Christian journey, which has three parts 

1.  Getting my life together. 

2.  Having a life together. 

3.  Living  a life for others. 

   (Getting my life together so that we can have a life together so that they may have life.) 
 

We will be having opportunities for Mind, Body, Spirit, and Finances as we start with ourselves and “put on our own 
oxygen masks first” so that we can be strong for each other and for others.  

You will see in the preaching schedule these priorities, and also in the offerings for classes and group opportunities for 
personal growth.  I will be adding classes beginning middle January in:  

 Anona culture (The character culture and principles of Christian leadership at Anona. 

 World Religions (In a world where news is more and more about the clash of religions, to understand and appre-
ciate  the worldview and moral constructs of other Christians and other religions that effect our news daily.) 

 Financial Peace University (getting my life debt free to be able to freely give) 

 I will be taking a course in creating online classes so that I can begin to offer these and others hosted on our 
website. 

 

We are starting a new chapter of history at Anona.  I’m here for that whole next chapter.  Lets do something worthwhile 
and exciting . 

Jack 
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Is it time for a Renovation? 
 

My wife and I have now lived in our house for 20 years.  The longest either of us has lived in one place.  Through those 
20 years, we have renovated every room, nook and cranny of the house as well as the porch, patio and yard.  Some 
were major renovations, and some were simple more cosmetic remakes.  The latest project was the master bathroom, 
and it was pretty major, knocking down and rebuilding walls and redoing plumbing and lights.  It can be difficult while 
you’re going through the process but so rewarding when the work is completed properly.  We can’t believe how much 
better our bathroom suits us now, and how we ever went 19 years with the old version.  Guess what, those first rooms 
we remodeled 15-18 years ago, it’s time to renovate them again.  Some may just need some cosmetic touches; some 
will need more major work.   
 
The same can be said for our individual lives and our faith journey.  When we stay the same, over time, we begin to de-
teriorate.  Our bodies, minds and spirits start becoming sluggish; and it sometimes takes us awhile to notice.  Just like 
going through a brand new updated house that puts into focus the outdated fixtures, appliances, carpeting, and widows 
in our own home.  Remember jalousie windows?  From time to time we need renovation so that we can be up-to-date, 
useful, and relevant, not only for ourselves but for those we love, guide, and influence in our daily lives. 
 
This month we will explore the renewing that comes from examining ourselves, becoming aware of our current state, 
and working to become something more, something better, something more relevant.  We will explore Old Testament 
passages as well as the words of Jesus, Paul, and others.  Maybe you just need some cosmetic updates, or perhaps it’s 
time for some major renovation.  We are often afraid or worried to embark on such a task.  It can be difficult while you’re 
going through the process, but so rewarding when the work is completed properly. You won’t believe how much better 
your new perspective will suit you, and why you lived with the old version for so long. 
 
Pastor Gary 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 BREAKFAST!! 
 

Join us the first Saturday of each month for our  
$4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

A Note of Thanks... 
The Advent and Christmas season is always one of the most joyful and exciting times in music ministry. It can 
also be some of the most busy and sometimes stressful times as well. To help make the season so special, it 
takes the work of countless volunteers and a few staff who serve in a myriad of roles: from singing, ringing, and 
playing the music, to running the tech, organizing numerous set-ups and tear-downs of equipment, designing 
and printing bulletins, ordering candles and supplies, and don’t forget a 
multitude of rehearsals! 
 

I want to take a moment to share my deepest thanks for all the people 
who serve in all of our worship services and campuses, who have 
poured themselves out this Christmas season so that others may experi-
ence moments of peace, joy, and love as we gather to worship. It is an 
honor to serve alongside so many dedicated people, and I look forward 
to our continued efforts in making our worship experiences at Anona 
such an inspiration. 
 
Thanks, and Happy New Year! 
 

Rev. Jeremy 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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The One Thing 

You may remember watching a movie starring Billy Crystal called City Slickers. It’s the story of some men 
facing a mid-life crisis who decide to set aside their city jobs and yuppie lifestyle to 
go on an adventure as cowboys on a cattle drive out west. Needless to say, the 
city slickers struggle a bit as cowboys. Thankfully for them, they have seasoned 
cowboy (Jack Palance) named Curly with them on the journey.  

What we discover is that the journey wasn’t really about the men getting the cows 
from one place to another; it was about discovering who they were as humans. In 
one of the films most poignant moments, Curly asks Billy Crystal’s character, 
Mitch, “Do you know what the secret to life is?” He proceeds to put one finger up 
in the air as he says, “This...one thing. Just one thing.” One thing is the secret to 
life and, as Curly explains, we have to discover it.  

As we enter the New Year, discovering that one thing should be at the forefront of our minds and the heart of 
our actions. As Christians we stand in the history of the Jewish people. Maybe more than any other people in 
history, they have understood the “one thing.” Discovering the one things is only part of the story. Under-
standing it is another. Living it, still another. Like us, the Jewish people haven’t always gotten it right, but 
those of faith consistently seek it and seek to consistently live it. They yearn for it. 

This month we join those who have gone before us in the long history of the Judeo-Christian story in search 
of The One Thing. 

We hope to see you at worship or one of our other events this month at 360 United: 

 9:30 a.m. Worship Sundays at 360 United Campus (Seminole Campus of St. Petersburg College) 

   * Family Trek Children’s Ministry for birth to 5th grade 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Student Ministry 

 Community Groups – Days and Times Vary 

 January 24th – 360 United Tailgate Party.  What happens when you bring together people, food & flag 
football after worship? FUN!  

For years the Director level Staff and Key Chairs have been coached in Anona Culture.  I have poured into 
them the basics of Christian leadership from the teachings of Scripture, Church Development and from the 
fields of family wellness and brain science for being conscious both of yourself and your affect on others. 

In January I will offer a new class on this for those who may want to step into leadership here (meaning all of 
our campuses) and those who just want to “improve their serve”.  It will start as an evening face to face once 
a month and work into an online experience as well as I finish taking a course on creating online courses.  It 
will be open to all while capacity lasts with signups first of the year. 

I hope you feel intrigued.  I care a great deal about raising up others into the ministry of the kingdom whether 
they are ordained track or laity.  Giving yourself to the kingdom as a living sacrifice is something I want to en-
courage and empower.  Please pray about it. 

Jack 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE, 11:00am in Room 117 (off of Contemporary Worship Center 
SGX is a time when k-5th grade students can come together in small groups and experience 
God’s word through games, crafts, fun and friendships!   SGX will not be meeting on January 3rd. 

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The 

weekly message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging 

Characters, and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a con-

sistent environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  

which helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

JANUARY 2016:  

Self-control: choosing to do what you should do, not what you want to do. 

Memory Verse: “A person without self-control is like a city whose walls are broken through.”  

Proverbs 25:28, NIrV 
 

This month in FX and SGX,  we’re talking about self control. We’ve all experienced mo-
ments when frustration gets the better of us. When the system doesn’t work, we can’t 
just “turn the power off “ or “do over”.  As a fruit of the Spirit, self-control is a response to 
the changes that God is making in our lives. On our own, we are helpless to control any-
thing, but with God’s power we have an advantage.  Throughout the month, we’ll look at 
self-control through God’s eyes. 



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

It’s Time to Register for 2016/2017 School Year 

Our Mission:  Anona Child Development Center, a ministry of Anona United Methodist Church, is committed 

to a Christian, developmentally appropriate program that provides a safe and nurturing environment while pre-

paring children as lifelong learners. 

It’s that time of year; time to be thinking about your child’s preschool and elementary before and after school 

care needs for the 2016-2017 school year.  We provide a quality, nationally accredited, Conscious Discipline® 

based program, developed to empower lifelong learners.  We offer preschool classes for children ages 2-VPK 

who meet the age requirement on or before September 1, 2016.  This requirement is to comply with age re-

strictions for the Florida State Law regulating the kindergarten entry age. Our preschool program offers a wide 

variety of class configurations to meet your family schedule needs.  Our VPK program boasts a 98% kinder-

garten readiness rate. 

We also provide before and after school care and transportation for children attending Anona, Oakhurst, Bau-

der and Ridgecrest Elementary Schools.  You may register your elementary children for this care during this 

registration week. 

Members of our church have priority for registration for their children in our programs.  This will be 

held January 19-21, 2016 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Following these days, registration will open for children 

on the wait list and community contact list.  Please call the school office, 593-KIDS, or email questions to:  

acdc@anona.com.  Information is available at connection point and contains specific information about our 

program.   

We look forward to meeting you and your children and partnering together in ministry to your family.  Stop by 

and tour a class and join our School Family™.  We look forward to our time together and as always… 

We wish you well, 

Pam and Marion 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In January, we will be teaching our preschool children about the 
farmer & growing seed, Sacrament of Baptism, the mustard seed, 
the leaven.  

The first stage of Family Trek is Dis-
cover: where children under 5 learn 
how to discover God for themselves. 



As the new year rolls around, we often think of things we want to do to make improvements in our lives.  Many times 
we say to ourselves, this is the year I’m going to …………….!!!  One of the things I hear on a regular basis comes 
from people wanting to have a clearer understanding of their Bible.  They wish they had a better grasp and confi-
dence in their ability to find answers to their questions, and where to look for guidance when they are searching.  
This is something that you can tackle on your own or with others.  It’s no different from many of the other things in 
your life you seek to improve, you have to do it step by step and keep on the process. 
 
You can do this individually or in a group or, better yet, both.  Spend some time readying your Bible with the help of 
a book or devotion that can help guide you through.  Join a small group where others are seeking the same thing, a 
better grasp of the Bible that makes a difference in their relationship with God and neighbor.  There are lots of 
groups at Anona and you can go on line or stop by Connection Point to find a group that would be a good fit for you.   
 
Here are 2 new classes starting This Month. 
 
A Disciples Path  
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to: “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.”  We are each on a journey that is uniquely our own and yet amazingly 
shared with others.  Come join us as we investigate our Methodist heritage through prayer, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness.  Enjoy exploring who you are and how you connect with 
God and others through personal spiritual disciplines and Christian community.  We look for-
ward to traveling “A Disciple’s Path” with you!  This 8 week class will meet on Wednesdays, 
6:30-8:00pm, in room 110, beginning January 13th.  The study will be led by Kathy Freeburg 
with assistance from Jac’line Weisgerber.  Sign up online or at Connection Point.  Cost of 
books and materials will be $20.00.  Scholarships available 
 

 
Too Busy Not to Pray 
The urgent need for prayer in today’s broken world is clear, but busyness still keeps many of us 
from finding time to pray. Bill Hybels offers us his practical, time-tested ideas on slowing down to 
pray.  
 
Join Diana Williams and Barbara Sowers for this 11 week study based on Hybels s classic 
book , Too Busy Not to Pray.  Come explore the ways you can make prayer a priority in your life 
in the coming year.  As a result, you will grow closer to God and experience the benefits of 
spending time with him." 
 
Class begins January 7th and will meet Thursdays from 7 - 8pm in the Chapel Library.  Sign up 
online or at Connection Point.  Book is $12 and available at the church.  Scholarships available 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Spirited Sisters 
Small Group highlight 
 

Spirited Sisters welcomes women of all ages into a safe 
environment for spiritual growth.  Weekly discussion cen-
ters on the sermon and how to apply it to our lives. To 
grow in our hope and faith in Christ Jesus/God through 
the fellowship of the sisters and the loving encouragement 
we offer one another during our time together.  To share 
our lives with one another and in doing so, to share the 
love of God to create an atmosphere of trust, comfort, and 
peace, a place of refreshment from the cynicism of the 
world. To build one another up in faith and love.  
 

Join Spirited Sisters on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 6:30pm 
in the Bride’s Room.   
 

Questions, email: M.E. Ram at travelermr@gmail.com  9 

Women’s Bible Study 
Small Group highlight 
 

There are 2 opportunities to join this study— Tues-
days at 7pm or Thursdays at 10am.  At the beginning 
of this study, we repeat our creed: "I believe in God, 
the Father…, in Jesus Christ, the Son…, and in the 
Holy Spirit…" We know the attributes of the Father 
and the forgiveness through the Son, but what do we 
know about the Holy Spirit?  You are welcomed into 
an in-depth study of this very special Gift God prom-
ises to all who believe in him.  Many women enjoy 
this group for it's spiritual guidance and welcoming 
atmosphere.    
 

Leader to Contact: Charmaine Lennox  

 

Questions, email: charmainelennox5@icloud.com  
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OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students are welcome.  We will work with your sched-
ule whenever possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Nicole Decker (Ross-piano); Scott Hammond (Spittle-guitar); Dale Tong (Spittle-guitar) 

THANKS to everyone for prayers for Sandy, it is wonderful to be back to teaching.  I have some openings in my sched-
ule so if you know of anyone wanting piano lessons, please have them contact me. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS:  Did you receive a musical instrument as a Christmas gift?  Learn how to play it by studying 
with our excellent teachers. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need of key-
boards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians.  
We are in particular need of an upright piano for a student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real pi-
ano.  Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy 
Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In 
Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

READING MUSIC:  Reading music is like driving – you must always LOOK AHEAD.  Take advantage of longer notes 
(half-notes, whole notes) and rests to look at the next measure.  This helps to insure fluid playing without stops. 

Peace.  Be Still. 

Welcome to a new chance. Here’s an opportunity to start again. God has given us a New Year. We 
did our best last year, but most of us can admit that some of last year’s intentions are still unfulfilled.  

Distractions, detours, and plain old deciding ‘not to do,’ places last year’s goals on this year’s list. And 
now, I am going to move us into the next potentially difficult realization. What about your behavior-
based goals? Do you have behavior-based goals, and if so, are last year’s intentions on this year’s 

list? 

These questions lead us into the church’s topic for January: Self-Control. When our 
thoughts are in perfect alignment, we can master anything. However, it is our imperfect-
ly aligned thoughts that cause our lack of self-control, and give us our opportunities for 
growth.  

Losing self-control contributes to tasks undone, while it robs us of claiming accomplish-
ment. Losing self-control creates behavior-based hurts, as we react without thinking. 

Losing self-control causes illness when we eat or drink for pleasure regardless of the health consequences. Losing self-
control is easy, but the result of it makes life difficult for ourselves, and the other people we affect. 

Learning to master self-control may seem impossible, but I assure you, it is very possible. My training has taught me 
how to bring people through the misery of the results of poor self-control into claiming their strength by introducing new 
thoughts that bring serenity into the lives of those I counsel. 

Learning to master self-control will give you a new lease on life. God intended us to have these lessons to make us 
strong, to make us the master of our lives, to give us the ability to be calm, and to have peace. Be Still, then act. 

In Peaceful Stillness, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



Sunday, January 31st is the Celebration of 5th Sunday, when our Spe-
cial Offerings go to the Florida United Methodist Children's Home 
(FUMCH).  Over 100 Children and Youth are served at the Enterprise 
Campus north of Orlando, and the Madison Youth Ranch East of Talla-
hassee. 

You've heard several Success Stories how FUMCH has provided it's 
Residents an environment to grow physically, mentally and spiritual-

ly.  Kids who are excelling at school, those who have gone on to College, gotten married and raised healthy fami-
lies.  These are your Success Stories too. 

All these kids who have moved on; and, the kids who are at FUMCH today say THANKS ANONA!! 

AND REMEMBER to set aside Saturday, April 09 to travel to FUMCH's Annual Day on Campus Tour.  Enjoy a full day 
with a program filled with Children's skits, song, dance. You'll also hear from Alumni, Staff, and House Parents as you 
tour the 70 acre Campus in Enterprise.  Lunch, Ice Cream, Popcorn and a Trolley Tour make for an inspiring day.  See 
how your gifts are helping our Kids.  

Change 4 Change—January 10 
The 10

th
 grade small group will be collecting your spare change to support 

a number of mission projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 13 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

We will have a bus leaving Anona at 
7:30 am, returning by 3:00 pm (actual 

build is 8:00 am - 2:30 pm),  
on Saturday, January 9.  

No construction experience  
required. There are jobs for every skill. 
 

Sign up at the Connection Desk or 
contact Dave Gerald at 365-2800, 

email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

PINELLAS COUNTY URBAN 
Ministering to Teenagers  

for over 40 years! 
 

~SHARING THE MESSAGE & LOVE OF CHRIST 

~PROVIDING SAFE & FUN ADVENTURES 

~DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH FRIENDSHIP & TRUST                                

~PROMOTING CHARACTER THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE 

~PREPARING TEENS FOR COLLEGE/ COLLEGE TOURS 

~SPECIAL GUIDANCE & SUPPORT FOR TEEN MOMS                                     

~SHARING THE YOUNG LIFE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT    

Thank you so much Anona UMC for your heart for kids and our future generations. You have been faithful in supporting 
us for 35 years and we are truly grateful!                  

My name is Amy Dyson and I'm on part time staff as Area Coordinator. My job involves encouraging and training the 
staff, leaders and adult support. I also do lots of administrative tasks for direct ministry and our Young Life Center on 
Wilcox Road. I became involved in Young Life in 1967 as a high school student in Jacksonville, FL. In 1970, I married 
Jim and he decided to go on Young Life staff. I've been an active volunteer ever since. When we started the first urban 
club in Ridgecrest over 40 years ago, I played guitar and was the female leader. Jim has helped develop urban ministry 
around the state of Florida, the east coast, Midwest and was active in the West for a time. He was all over the country, 
but we've always been committed to our local work in Largo, Seminole and Clearwater. Grateful to serve in this mission, 
I want others to experience the living God. Like the old song says, "The Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it 
on". Coming from a very dysfunctional home, my relationship with Jesus Christ has been life altering. Instead of raising 
my family in a hurtful put down environment, by God's grace we have been able to build each other up with love and 
forgiveness. I'm also grateful for my church, Anona Methodist, for supporting me through the years and helping me grow 
in Faith and service. In Young Life we want teens to also find new positive pathways and get involved in the body of 
Christ, in churches that will help them grow and prosper. 

Urban ministry is hard work taking patience and determination to keep loving kids no matter their response. I greatly 
appreciate our staff and leaders. They are courageous, energetic and fun to be around! We are currently reaching out to 
150 at-risk teens every week. You can help us with baby supplies, snack supper food, or volunteering time. Contact 
Amy Dyson (727)698-1103 pcuyounglife@gmail.com . God bless you Anona Church!   

Clean out your closets and make room for those new 
clothes you got for Christmas. The 7th Grade Small Group 
will be collecting new socks and underwear and new and 
gently used clothes for Clothes to Kids.  
 

Clothes to Kids provides new & quality used clothing to low income or in 
crisis school-age children in Pinellas County, free of charge." 
 

We will have bins to drop of the clothes throughout the church which the 
7th grade students will empty on Sunday nights. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


The Book Club will meet at 6:30 pm in the chapel on Sunday, January 24th to discuss Liar, 
Temptress, Soldier, Spy (Four Women Undercover in the Civil War) by Karen Abbott and pub-
lished by Harper, 2014. 
 
The author tells the spellbinding true story of four women who risked everything to become 
spies during the Civil War illuminating one of the most fascinating yet little known aspects of the 
Civil War: the stories of four courageous women—a socialite, a farm girl, an abolitionist, and a 
widow—who were spies.  

 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room and invites all 
Anona members and their guests to participate.  For additional information contact Deanna Comingore 
deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.   
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays, 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
Mary Fellowship, one of Anona's small groups, will meet on THURSDAY, JANUARY 7th at 
1:00pm.  Each month, we have interesting programs presented by a member or special guest.  It's 
always a fun and interesting time of shared Christian fellowship.  For meeting locations and details, 
please call and leave a message for Sandy Hammock at 727-595-7976. 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd 
Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). 
There is no cost to you! Next Meeting is: Saturday, January. 10th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for 
more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers is an Anona small group for which all seasonal residents and all Anona seasonal 

residents are invited!  In January we will have the following events: 
 

January 8, 11:00am, Wesley Hall, catered meal provided for $7 and a program, "Soup for 
the Soul", provided by local author Patricia Lorenz.  Beverage will be provided.  Bring your 
own table service 
Please sign up at Connection Point before January 6. 
 

January 21, 11:00 am, Early Bird Dinner Theater, "Too Many Cooks", luncheon, gratuity and 
show provided for $37.  Deadline January 10 to sign-up and pay is January 10.  Payment 
should go to Margie Denault. 
 

The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide infor-
mation about Anona, and grow spiritually.  Monthly outings are also planned for some 
months.   

ACT TWO starts the New Year with a trip to Tampa to watch the Lightning take on 
either the Pittsburgh Penguins on Friday, January 15 at 7:30 pm or the Florida Pan-
thers on Sunday, January 17 at 5:00 pm. Your host for this adventure is working on 
getting some discounted seats. Hopefully we will find them for about $25-$30 each.  
Watch for more in the church Sunday bulletin. If you are interested in participating 
call John Wills (596-5681).         

 

                 Life isn't tied with a bow ... but it's still a gift.   
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
The United Methodist Women hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season.  
We are looking forward to a good year with many activities to interest our members 
and tempt others to join our active group.  Those interested in exploring member-
ship should call our Membership and  

Outreach Coordinator Sharron Seiberth at 596-5952 for details on 
meetings dates and times, etc. 
 
In January we will be presenting a new slate of officers for 2016.  
Elections will be held in February with installation of officers to be 
held in March. 
 
Plans are in the works to visit the Cornerstone Ministries facilities in 
January.  Contact Joan Hoffman (391-8985) or Joan Augustine (223
-3631) if you are interested in going on the tour.  We need 10-12 
people in order to effect the visit. 
 
Special Note: When you plan your next special occasion, please remember Jim Meckfessel of Pinellas Party 
Rentals, 9022 Seminole Blvd., Seminole FL (595-4757) who generously supplied the tables for the bazaar.  
UMW appreciates his donation. 

From Fiction to Faith 

How does a guy get from fiction to fact to faith?  How do we go from being lazy to active?  From being lured 
by the idols of the world to the things of heaven?  From fear of battles to peace on earth to men of goodwill?  
We have just come through a year of joy and tragedies.  Through another beautiful, yet commercialized, 
holiday season.  We are entering a new year of promise of more intensive commercialization – with play-
offs and Bowl games, with political campaigns and debates about taxes and overspending, with concerns 
about the mighty dollar losing its value as foreign governments ramp up their profits on the world market at 
our expense and US businesses struggle to find jobs for our graduating college students. 

A dad should have a lot to worry about after a year of news about religious wars and the slaughtering of innocents.  We 
are reminded that Jesus was born into a world not too different from this.  Terrorism struck the small village of Bethle-
hem when Herod’s henchmen slaughtered infants in search of the newborn king.  An angel told Joseph to take his fami-
ly to Egypt until this terror died down. 

Our families and our children are facing frightening news about inhumane evil acts, fierce competition for seats in our 
government, tense sagas of fictions from movies such as Star Wars, Harry Potter, and Hunger Games, modern diseas-
es and afflictions, climate change, and secular and religious prophets preaching doom regarding our economy, the stock 
market, nuclear holocaust, and new rebellions.  Our Methodist Church even faces growing challenges when Methodists 
world-wide gather in Portland in the coming spring. 

To where do we take our families?  To where can we hide until all this blows over?  What would Jesus do?  What would 
His disciples do today?  As men in Christ, we would listen.  We would go away from the crowd and call on God to speak 

to us – our hearts and souls – to our church, our sanctuaries, to the wilderness, to a quiet place in our 
homes, or to a retreat.  We would retreat for a time, as Jesus did, to have our Father in heaven strengthen 
our spirit.  We would seek ways to find the fruits of the Spirit – Galatians 5:16—26.  We put on the whole ar-
mor of God - Ephesians 6: 10-20.  We look to opportunities for men to become immersed in the truth of 
God’s Word, rather than the fictions from false teachers and Hollywood.  Opportunities abound for men here 
at Anona on Monday nights and Sunday morning.  We would surround ourselves with other men who are 

deeply involved in God’s work – with their hands, with their hearts, and with their minds.  Our Tuesday morning group, 
our mentors, Stephen Ministers, musicians.  Men in fellowship gatherings and missions.  We would team up with men 
who have a game plan for becoming better disciples and sharing their knowledge and faith in bringing other men togeth-
er, strengthening our families, and building our church. 

We would go to the United Methodist Men Facebook page and see what spiritual revival opportunities arise that can call 
us from laziness to action, from weakness to strength, from fear to empowerment. 

https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida 

Monday nights at 7 am in January we will be following the footsteps of boy David to King David. 
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Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either Wednesday, January 6th at 10:30, Thurs. January 7th from 5:30-7:00 OR Sun. January 10th from 4:00-

5:30 in the front office (off the fellowship area).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our 

church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders 

and get a tour of the campus.  If you are unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with 

you at your convenience. Our next Membership Sunday is January 24th. For more information, email 

sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 
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Join Us 

Student Ministry—Proximity 
 

We are excited to announce the launch of Proximity on select days during the week in our newly renovated 
Youth Room!  Every Monday and Wednesday of the school year the Youth Room will be open for Proximity 

after school until 5pm. Students are invited to stop by for a quick snack or come hang out the whole time. We 
have a place for middle and high school students with a fully stocked Youth Cafe, comfy couches, billiards, 
ping-pong, board games, homework areas, group meeting tables, mission and service opportunities, music 

groups, and more. Bring your friends to come chill at “Prox”. 
 

 
Magazine Due Date 

Reminders: 
 

February Magazine due by Friday, January 1 
 March Magazine due by Friday, February 5 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
01/01 Earl Smith 
01/04 Phil Phelps 
01/05 Alan Raun 
01/06 Carol Briggs 
 Jim Lyons 
 Millie Rogers 
01/09 Ron Cinnamon 
 Leon Snyder 
01/10 Mary Anna Thomas 
01/11 Jeffrey Mitchell 
             Virginia Thomas 
01/12 Mary Leslie 
01/13 Chuck Beard 
01/14 Art Allwood 
01/15 Betty Harper 
 Mickey Wahl 
01/17 Helen Hudson 
 Marvin Ivey 
01/18 Frances Pinkham 
01/22 Lois Spirtos 
 Beverly Timpf 
01/24 Ed Pinkham 
01/26 Jeanne Koshler 
01/28 Irene Dillon 
01/30 Marjorie McLaughlin 
 Dottie Sutcliffe 
01/31 Marilyn Day  

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
01/05 Greg & Pat Brittain 25 yrs. 
01/07 Phillip & Cheryl McGee 39 yrs. 
01/11 Vito & Joan Prudente 60 yrs. 
01/17 Tom & Pat Blandford 35 yrs. 
01/20 Bill & Barbara Sowers 49 yrs. 
01/23 Jerry & Becky Boucher 28 yrs. 
01/24 Claude & JoAnne Sullivan 57 yrs. 
01/25 Bill & Cate Balmer 41 yrs. 
  Joe & Jane Madden 68 yrs. 
01/26 Henry & Cynthia Holland 51 yrs. 
01/27 Fred & Marcia Gibbs 48 yrs. 
01/28 Bill & Judy Allen 60 yrs. 
01/29 Dan & Anna Hyden 61 yrs. 
01/30 Everett & Marge Targett 61 yrs.  
  Jeff & Sue Wilson 45 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 

The Family of  Margaret O’Brien. Margaret joined Anona in 2012. 
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Baptisms: 

 
Cole Travis Hauser 

Chase Julian Hauser 
 

Alexis Rose Rancel 
Vincent John Rancel  

 
Goodbye, old year 

 
Old Year! Upon the Stage of Time 

 

You stand to bow your last adieu; 

 

A moment, and the prompter’s chime 

 

Will ring the curtain down on you. 



What Do Stephen Ministers Do?      

We are often asked this question by people who want to know what’s involved in getting a Stephen Minister (SM). 

SM are trained in several skills but LISTENING is paramount.  We don’t seek to give advice, judgement or counseling. 
SM’s simply listen to the concern, problem or situation burdening each care receiver’s heart with hurt, guilt, pain or 
anger.  Often they express their feelings, frustrations, fears and disappointments, and we listen some more. 

We know God created us and seeks to have a connection with us in our lives.  He loves us and wants us to glorify His 
name in this world but we must choose to do this. Being in relationship with God allows Him to work not only within us 
but through us to bring Him to those family, friends, co-workers and neighbors that we have, had or want to have a 
relationship with. 

SM’s seek to know of the care receiver’s relationship with those who are the focus of their grief, guilt, forgiveness or un
-forgiveness.  We then shepherd the care receiver, with God’s guidance, to safely and purposefully examine his or her 
options and choose a way to address this particular situation.  Then by the grace of God we continue to pray and over 
time seek resolution and a lifting of the burden bringing peace to our care receiver. 

If you are carrying a burden that continues to weigh you down……Call SM 

If you have suffered a loss of a loved one, family member, friend or job…Call SM 

Stephen Ministry can help you address your relationships with others, through God’s guidance 
and grace, for a better life. 

 

Mike Zagorac 

 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

\ 
 

If you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to 
church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church 
office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational 
Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in 
order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in 
volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, January 7 and 21, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Office Closed  
for New Years Day 

January 1 
 
 

Have a Happy New Year filled  
with all of God’s many blessings. 

 
Martin Luther King Day, January 18 
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