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What Do We Believe and Why? 
 

Our upcoming sermon series will be teaching 
on the foundations of our Christian faith. 

 

We invite you into one or more of our small group classes: 
Why? Making Sense of God’s Will 

Methodism 101, Laying the Foundation for a Disciples Path 
Fast Track DISCIPLE Bible Study 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;* 

the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic** church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

Beginning in 2017 and going through Lent (the season leading to Easter, March 1st this year), in our traditional 
and contemporary services we will be teaching the main Christian beliefs and why we believe that way.  We will 
be exploring the Apostles’ Creed and the historical and bottom line beliefs that have been the anchor of Christian 
faith for many millions of people through a hundred generations. 
 
There are few beliefs upon which “all” Christians can agree.  All the social issues that come to mind find us in di-
versity rather than unity.  World views, ideologies, and stances differ even within congregations, (or homes).  
John Wesley, when teaching the people called Methodists, urged unity in essentials, and diversity in non-
essentials.   
 
So what are the essentials?  Why do we believe them?  Why does it matter?  These questions will lead us 
through the next several weeks as we explore the Apostles’ Creed and even hone down to the basics of that cen-
turies old writing.  The answers may surprise you.  You may be brought to exciting places where you reexamine 
your long held opinions.  You may be affirmed in what you have always thought.   
 
This will be a great time for new or nominal Christians to enjoy a primer in the basics.  It will be a great time to 
invite a friend who has been estranged from the church for lots of reasons.  It will be a great time for those of us 
who have made the scriptures a lifelong study.  Let’s do this.  (apologies to Home Depot) 
 

January 1st we will be exploring the existence of God (our primary belief).  The scripture for the day will be Exo-
dus 3:13-14.  We will be talking about why people don’t believe in God, why science and religion are stumbling 
blocks for some, and how God is revealed and can be experienced.  You may have stayed up late to see the ball 
drop and be sleepy so I will make sure it’s worth your getting up. 
 
January 8th we will be talking about Jesus Christ.  This one life now measures time itself.   Calendars are based 
on his birth.  Ancient prophecies taught about his coming that led kings and wise men to change their lives and 
rule and seek him out.  Western civilization is based on his teachings.  At the end of time every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess him Lord. 
 
January 15th we will address the Holy Spirit, the inner presence of God in our soul.  The “cross and flame” of the 
United Methodist Church symbolizes that God the beyond us creator is revealed in Jesus Christ (the cross) and 
the Spirit (the flame).  These two ways plus nature have been the hallmarks of God revealing God’s self to us.  
This inner path is different. 
 
January 22nd we will study the Church and the Communion of Saints.  This is the area I explored for my doctor-
ate, (ecclesiology).  This area for me is our most practical, every day connection with God.  For all its flaws and 
frailties, the “Church is of God and will be preserved till the end of time”.  Our inner worship and filling by the Holy 
Spirit leads to lives that are relational (Communion of Saints) and missional (transforming the world). 
 
January 29th.  The Forgiveness of Sins.  This is the Good News.  This is the Gospel.  Your sins are forgiven.  To 
those who are self-examined there are no more beautiful words.  Sadly, to those who are not conscious or aware 
of their shortcomings and hurt they have caused, the words seem unnecessary.   

 

Your Pastor, 
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Belief is when a person thinks something to be the case, with or without there being empirical evidence to factually prove 
that something is certain. Everybody has a belief system, something that helps them make sense of who they are, the 
world around them, and how it all fits together.  We began developing our belief system the moment we are born and 
continue to refine it with every experience we have in life.  So…What do you believe?  About Faith?  About God?  About 
Jesus?  About the Holy Spirit?  
 
Over the years your beliefs have been strengthened or modified, and sometimes a previous strong belief has totally 
changed.  Sometimes we are very firm in what we believe and at other times have deep questions about our beliefs.  I 
remember a Sunday School teacher once said, “it’s never harmful to doubt your beliefs, just don’t always believe your 
doubts”.  God gave us critically thinking minds to seek understanding, and if we never question or test what we believe, 
then we are blindly accepting and limiting our understanding of God’s creation, ourselves, and the world. 
 
During the months of January and February, we will examine what Christians believe as expressed in the Apostle’s 
Creed, one of the foundational statements of faith from the early church.  It’s one of the creeds we use in our worship on 
Sunday as we affirm our faith.  So…Let’s join together, examine and discuss this historic creed as we explore what 
Christians believe, why we believe it, and maybe most important, why it matters!  
 
Game Night - fellowship and fun, Friday, Jan 6

th
, 6:30 - 9 pm  

Pack-A-Sack Breakfast Saturday, Jan. 7
th
 8-10 am 

Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 
 
 
 

Pastor Gary   
 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 Breakfast benefits Pack-a-Sack 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

I love exploring! One of my other all-time favorite movie trilogies (other than Star Wars) was the Indiana Jones movies 
that were produced in the 1980’s and 90’s. They were filled with adventure, suspense, action, and of course mystery.  
Dr. Jones was out to solve some of the world’s great mysteries: the lost Ark of the Covenant, Christ’s cup from the last 
supper, and many other world mysteries that needed to be solved with knowledge, travel, and a bullwhip. 

 
As we start 2017, we also start a new adventure into God’s Word through a study into 
the foundational beliefs we hold as Christians. We’ll be using the new book by Adam 
Hamilton, CREED, as we look to explore deeper into our understanding of many of the 
pillars of our faith, and why they matter to us.  
 
In our FX Experience, in January, we’ll be exploring 
KNOWLEDGE: Learning something new, so you can be 
better at whatever you do. As parents and families we are 

always seeking ways to be better at what we do, and we’ll be exploring what the scriptures can teach us about growing 
in our knowledge of God and the teachings of Jesus.  
 
So join us this month in starting a new adventure at Anona, and don’t forget to wear your fedora! 
 

Rev. Jeremy  



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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Time matters. It’s a simple statement. It’s a state-
ment you likely even agree is true. The question is, 
do we live our lives in a way that says we actually 
believe it is true? Or do we tend to take our time for 
granted. What we may not always realize in our 
(sometimes too) busy lives, is that the time we have 
is, or can be, much more remarkable than we may 
ever imagine.  

For the next six weeks we are looking at how lever-
aging our time purposefully influences our lives and 
the lives of others. Make some time to join us for this 
series to start your year off right and, maybe even 
restart the way you look at and live your life. 
 

January 360 United Events  

January 1
st
 – Change the World Mission’s Day (See Below) 

January 29
th

 – Frozen Fest! Event 
Visit http://www.360united.org/church-events/ for a list of all our events! 

  

January 1        Change the World Missions Day 

Christ modeled a different way of living our faith that centered not only on worship of God, but on serving those in need. 
This Sunday will be a Sunday where we worship with our hearts and hands as we head out to The Ronald McDonald 
House, Community Service Foundation, and to our local first responders. We will all meet at the church (SPC) at 10:00 
a.m. for a brief time of worship together under the pavilion out back before heading off to our respective mission activi-
ties for a few hours of serving our community. Contact Richard to volunteer for a team – richard@360united.org 

 

January 8            Time Over Time                        Scripture: Psalm 90:12-17 

Time Matters. I think most of us know and believe that. In fact, you might say, “No duh Richard!” At the same time, we 
have to ask ourselves whether what we know about time impacts how we use our time. Are we making history or be-
coming swallowed by it? How we use our time, over time, matters. 

  

January 15             Love Over Time                        Scripture: Galatians 4:4-7  

If time matters, we need to leverage time toward love. The problem is, we get busy…too busy! That can keep us from or 
cause us to forget how important it is to love. It’s not just you, it’s all, or at least, most of us. We end up majoring on 
what’s minor. Let’s talk about how we can keep love over time our major. 

  

January 22
nd

               Words Over Time                     Scripture: James 3:3-10 

We all tend to underestimate the power of our words. We underestimate their effect on our relationships to our spouses/
significant others, our kids, and our co-workers. If you think about it, it all began with words…creation was spoken into 
existence. Words have power! That means the words we use, when we use them and the way we use them make a dif-
ference. Maybe we need to think a bit about how we use our words…especially how we use them over time. 

  

January 29
th

            Stories Over Time                Scripture:  Matthew 13:10, 11, 18-23 

Stories communicate Gods truth in engaging ways. Stories help us see and hear differently. Stories make us care. Sto-
ries give us hope. The worst thing we could do as a follower of God is make the One Big Story of God boring and irrele-
vant. This is why stories are so important – especially your own story! Over time, stories can move us to imagine a world 
beyond ourselves and understand how it is possible. 

http://www.360united.org/church-events/
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 
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Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

A New Year … 
Registration Time is Here! 

 

The New Year is bringing exciting changes to Anona Child Development Center.  We are thrilled to present, Frog 
Street Threes: Expanding Wonder and New Horizons, a comprehensive curriculum program for three year-olds that 
meets Florida developmental standards and provides learning/practice opportunities for all domains of development.  
Frog Street Threes provides special emphasis on social/emotional development through the integration of Dr. Bailey’s 
Conscious Discipline® program.  This unique program is based on brain development, values individual difference, en-
courages adult and child interactions thus developing rich oral language and vocabulary, promotes strong/healthy fami-
ly partnerships and embraces the Joy of Learning each day!  Our teams have been training and planning and eagerly 
await the opportunity to begin this new program on January 3

rd
, when we return from Christmas break.  Give us a call 

and come see the classes in action! 
 

Registration for the 2017-2018 School Year 
 

Registration for the ACDC Preschool and Elementary before and After Care begins in January, 2017!  ACDC offers a 
nationally accredited, Conscious Discipline based program, dedicated to a safe and nurturing Christian environment 
that inspires lifelong learners.  
 
Our Preschool Program offers both half day and full day classes for children 2 years old – VPK.  (Your child must be 
age eligible for the class on or before September 1, 2017.)  The Elementary Before and After Care Program provides 
a safe, supportive environment for children in K-5

th
 grade.  We provide transportation to and from Ridgecrest, Oakhurst, 

Bauder and Anona Elementary Schools and provide activities for all in-Service days.  ACDC Elementary Camp is avail-
able for summer, spring and winter camps.  
 
We will hold Priority Registration for church member’s children on January 17- 19, 2017 from 9:00am to 5:00pm.  Fol-
lowing these days, registration will open for children on the wait list and community contact list.  Please call the school 
office, 593-5437 or email:  acdc@anona.com  for specific information about our program or to arrange a time to visit.   
 

We look forward to your family joining our School Family!   As always…  

We Wish You Well… Sharon and Pam  
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
 Children play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 

Children explore different bible themes through story,      
craft, & song.  

 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for 

children that lets them explore their faith through play, 
stories, and parables from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out  
Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 

 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 
years old as of August 17th are invited join us for 
indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The 
cost is $15 per week. Preregistration is  
required by emailing Kandace@Anona.com or  
calling Kandace Melzer: 595-2581 ext 250. 

mailto:acdc@anona.com
mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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WHY? MAKING SENSE OF GOD'S WILL—Thursdays in January 2017 
 

Why does God allow tragedy and suffering to exist? Why are my prayers not answered?  Why does God sometimes 
seem so distant and uninvolved?  Do my decisions make a difference?  How can I trust God, when nothing seems to 
make sense?  How or is, God’s will at work in our world.  In this 5 week study, we will use Rev. Adam Hamilton’s inspir-
ing pocket size book and videos: WHY? Making Sense of God’s Will. Book is $10, with scholarships available and avail-
able at Connection Point or at the first class.  Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 9, 16.  Facilitator: Nick Fritsch 6:30pm in  Room 110 

It's a new year!  We will now be bombarded with messages that remind us to make a new start, 
set new goals and resolutions, start changing our ways!  If you are feeling overwhelmed by all 
that you feel like you "should" be doing for the new year then join us in Simply Worship for 

some quiet time, time to breathe, Be Still and Know He is God (Psalm 46:10).  His voice is the one we want to hear the 
most and we cannot hear His voice or feel His presence when our minds and hearts are cluttered.  For 2017, the Simply 
Worship community will be practicing the year of living prayerfully.  This is an opportunity for us to experience and dis-
cuss the many different ways to pray and how we can relax and have a conversation with God that guides us in every 
way, every day.   
 

Every Sunday at 10:45 in the historic Anona Chapel—come for some unplugged worship with 12 minutes of quiet time 
followed by coffee and community with a diverse group of people. Questions, contact Deb: dbhilleary@gmail.com.    
 

            “Like” us on the Anona Simply Worship Facebook page. 

Methodism 101, Laying the Foundation for a Disciples Path 
A class for adults to explore what it means to be a disciple in the United Methodist Church.  The mission of the church 
is to “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.  Come investigate the Methodist foundations 
for our Christian faith: (1) the Bible, (2) Tradition, (3) Experience, (4) Reason.   You will also discover how we as mem-
bers pledge to support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  No matter 
your denomination or church of the past, this will help you understand the rich heritage of Anona and will lead you to 
travel the path of discipleship with others.  This 8 week class meets Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:30pm, in room 110, begin-
ning January 11th.  Kathy Freeburg and Karen Creamer will facilitate.  Class materials are $20, with scholarships avail-
able.  Sign up on line, or at Connection Point. 
 
Disciple Bible Study Fast Track 
Disciple Fast Track, an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study, provides a viable option for busy 
people seeking comprehensive engagement over time with the entire biblical text. Participants read 3-5 chapters of the 
Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings, which last approximately 2 hours.  The first portion of the study is an 
overview in 12 weeks of the Old Testament.  This class will meet on Tuesdays, 10am – noon in room 110, starting Jan-
uary 3rd and continuing through March 21st.  Study manual is $15, with Scholarships available.  The class will be led 
by M.E. Ram and Allyson Stinson.  Sign up on line or at Connection Point.  This class will be offered again in the fall of 
2017.  The second portion of the study is an overview of the New Testament and will be offered in January 2018 to 
those who have completed the Old Testament portion.  This is ideal for our snowbirds and other seasonal residents 
who have not been able to participate in a Disciple Bible Study in the past due to it 32 week schedule. 

As the new year rolls around, we often think of things we want to do to make improvements in our lives.  Many times we 
say to ourselves, this is the year I’m going to …………….!!!  One of the things I hear on a regular basis comes from peo-
ple wanting to have a clearer understanding of their Bible.  They wish they had a better grasp and confidence in their 
ability to find answers to their questions, and where to look for guidance when they are searching.  This is something 
that you can tackle on your own or with others.  It’s no different from many of the other things in your life you seek to im-
prove, you have to do it step by step and keep on the process. 
 
You can do this individually or in a group or, better yet, both.  Spend some time readying your Bible with the help of a 
book or devotion that can help guide you through.  Join a small group where others are seeking the same thing, a better 
grasp of the Bible that makes a difference in their relationship with God and neighbor.  There are lots of groups at Anona 
and you can go on line or stop by Connection Point to find a group that would be a good fit for you.   

 
To register for the classes below—visit the Connection Point desk or go online: www.anona.com/adultgroups. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1          RCS Food Pantry 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Pajama Jam 

NO          Youth Group    

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

2        Office Closed 
6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

3 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly  

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

6 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

7  
8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

8 Change 4 Change 

       Blood Pressure Screening 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

9 
10:00 AM Knitting Group, UMW Board 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry ,  

                 Holy Land revealed  

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle - Glenwood                     

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,                   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

12 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion, 

                Insight to Anona 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

13    
  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

14  Youth Winter Retreat - 16 
7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 

8:30 AM Hospital Visitation  Meeting 

15 
12:30 PM Insight to Anona 
  4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

                Language Group) 

  NO         Youth Group    

  6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

16 MLK Birthday - Office Closed 
10:00 AM Knitting Group 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

17 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                          

  8:00 AM Church Council 

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class, SPRC,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra, 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:30 PM WHY Making Sense of God’s   

                 Will 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

20 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 
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22        
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

23 

   
10:00 AM Knitting Group 
  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, 

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

24 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM  Finance     

  6:00 PM  Sew Much Fun,  

                  Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM  Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra, 

                 Trustees 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Outing   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:30 PM WHY Making Sense of God’s   

                 Will 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

27 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

28 

29   Membership Sunday 

 Children’s Home 5th Sunday 
10:45 AM Confirmation Class 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

                 Language Group) 

  5:00 PM Youth Group 

 

 

  

30 
10:00 AM Knitting Group 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

31 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra  

                  

  

 

“Your word is like a lamp that 

shows me the way. It is like a 

light that guides me.”  

(PSALM 119:105, NIRV)  
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6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group  
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  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  
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10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle - Glenwood                     

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,                   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

12 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion, 

                Insight to Anona 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

13    
  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

14  Youth Winter Retreat - 16 
7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 

8:30 AM Hospital Visitation  Meeting 

15 
12:30 PM Insight to Anona 
  4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

                Language Group) 

  NO         Youth Group    

  6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

16 MLK Birthday - Office Closed 
10:00 AM Knitting Group 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

17 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                          

  8:00 AM Church Council 

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class, SPRC,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra, 

18 
  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

19 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:30 PM WHY Making Sense of God’s   

                 Will 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

20 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

21 

22        
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

23 

   
10:00 AM Knitting Group 
  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, 

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

24 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM  Finance     

  6:00 PM  Sew Much Fun,  

                  Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM  Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra, 

                 Trustees 

 

25 
  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM Methodism 101/Disciples Path, 

                 AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

26 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Outing   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:30 PM WHY Making Sense of God’s   

                 Will 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

27 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

28 

29   Membership Sunday 

 Children’s Home 5th Sunday 
10:45 AM Confirmation Class 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

                 Language Group) 

  5:00 PM Youth Group 

 

 

  

30 
10:00 AM Knitting Group 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

31 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:00 AM Disciple I FT 

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra  

                  

  

 

“Your word is like a lamp that 

shows me the way. It is like a 

light that guides me.”  

(PSALM 119:105, NIRV)  

  



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com, “Worship”, “Worship Minis-
tries”, “Academy of Arts”, or contact Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students 
welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Abby Schroeder (Ross-Piano) 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE!  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship funds are now available for stu-
dents in financial need.  We look forward to serving you! 

THANKS TO ALL ACADEMY STUDENTS who performed Christmas Music in the Narthex on Sunday, December 18, 
2017 before, between and after services.  Thanks also to the Stephen Ministers, who generously contributed to the 
Academy Scholarship Fund, and to Deb Hilleary for her donation of a keyboard and stand to the Academy. 

DID YOU RECEIVE A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT FROM SANTA?  If so, learn how to play it correctly with lessons 
through the Academy. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially 
in need of keyboards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians. 
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Dona-
tion” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box 
(bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

MUSIC THEORY: Modulation is a term used in music to describe a change of key during a musical work.  Most modula-
tions occur between closely related keys, which are those keys that differ no more than one accidental in the key signa-
ture.  For example, the keys of C and G are closely related, differing by only one sharp, while the keys of C and E are 

not related, as they differ by four sharps. 

DivorceCare - You don’t have to go through it alone… 

Because January represents a new year, a time for renewal and personal growth, our theme 
this month is a new beginning.  Are you going through a divorce, separation or break-up?  Most 
people will tell you that separation and divorce are the most painful and stressful experiences 
they’ve ever faced.  It’s a confusing time when you feel isolated and have lots of questions 
about issues you’ve never faced before.  I say this because I’ve experienced it too and I know 
how difficult it can be.  That’s why the Anona Family Life Counseling Center is offering Di-
vorceCare starting next month.  The DivorceCare class will meet for 13 weeks, beginning on 
Sunday, February 5th - April 30th from 11-12:30 pm.  This class will help participants with these challenges and move 
them toward rebuilding their life.  Each session offers a video featuring top experts on divorce & recovery subjects.  In 
addition, there will be support time for group discussion regarding the video and what’s going on in the lives of group 
members.  A workbook will be used for notes and exercises to promote recovery and the healing process.   

Maybe you know someone who is going through this difficult time and could use support.  If so, please share this oppor-
tunity with them.  If you are going through a divorce, separation or a break-up yourself, please sign-up at our Anona 
Connection Point in the Worship Center or call me for more information at: 727-531-9751 or tri-
na@breakingfreeboundaries.com.  Space is limited.  The $25. registration fee includes the workbook.  The Center is 
located off the church campus at 2081 Indian Rocks Road, ½ mile north of the church.  You can also check us out on 
our website page at: http://www.anona.com/counselingcenter/.    

 

Trina Carroll-Houk, EdS  
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   

727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



13 

Our next build is: January 14, 7:30A - 3:00P 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave 
Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.   

No construction experience required—there are jobs for every skill! 

This past October, twenty-four members of the Anona Hands of Healing medical mission team traveled to the remote 
villages of Guatemala to provide on-site medical, dental, and visional care.  For five days, the team held clinics at a dif-
ferent village each day.  Their first stop was the village of Tierra Linda, and from there, the group visited Nahualá, El Bar-
ranco, and Agua Escondida.  Guatemala is the second poorest country in the Western hemisphere and has the fourth 
highest rate of chronic childhood malnutrition in the world.  The people who live in these villages do not have the oppor-
tunity to receive quality health and dental care, and for most, this was their first time ever seeing a doctor.  

The clinics were divided by medical service.  In vision, the team used a portable device to measure eyesight.  If there 
was a problem, glasses were built on site for the patient.  The dentist had one job: to relieve pain by pulling infected 
teeth.  In the medical department, the professionals treated children for parasites and provided every patient with a six-
month supply of vitamins.  Medication was provided for those who needed it, including antibiotics and over the counter 
medicine like Tylenol. 

The team worked until nightfall, aiding nearly 90 patients each day.  Unfortunately, nearly two times as many people 
waited in line but were unable to receive needed medical attention.  “It’s a rewarding experience,” team member Scott 
Magness said, “but very frustrating.” 

After each day, the team packed up and headed to their hotel.  The next morning the volunteers would make their way to 
a new village, to help new people, and make new memories.  At each village, the team would hand out little crosses to 
the Christian population.  “The mission is really about sharing God’s love through our smiles and actions,” Scott Mag-
ness explained.  In addition to providing physical care, the team delivered a different kind of care.  “We’re only able to do 
a little bit,” Scott Magness said, “but just smiling and holding their hand tells them that someone in the world cares.  
That’s what’s important.” 

Hands of Healing is asking their church family for help to make this mission trip possible next year.  Generally, the team 
only returns with half the suitcases that they take, due to damage and baggage fees.  The team is asking for “large, trav-
el-ready wheeled suitcases.”  They can be dropped off at the church (marked for Hands of Healing) or donors can con-
tact Scott Magness at dsmag81@gmail.com.   

To see actual photos from the trip, see the video “Hands of Healing 2016” on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vXAzEtc-Rhg&feature=youtube). 

Cookson Hills Cherokee Mission Trip to rural Oklahoma from June 3-10, 2017.  Our mission is always the same; 
to spread the love of God in a way that makes a Christian difference.  Our task for this trip will be a construction project 
as assigned by the center. There will be work opportunities for people of all physical capabilities and skill levels.  

If interested in being a member of this team, please contact the Team Leader, Susan Herper at (813) 334-1323 or su-
sanherper@icloud.com.  Cost is $800. A $200 deposit will be collected at the orientation meeting in mid-January.  

CHANGE 4 CHANGE 
January 8 

The 11
th
 grade small group will be col-

lecting your spare change to support a 
number of mission projects in our com-

munity and beyond.  Thank you! 

K. T. Smith Scholarship Forms DUE 

Students entering or returning to post-
high school education for the 2017-2018 
school year must submit their application 
by January 4th, 2017. 

JANUARY MISSION DRIVE—Clean out your kids closets and make room for those 
new clothes they got for Christmas. The 8th Grade Small Group will be collecting new 
socks and underwear and new and gently used clothes for Clothes to Kids.  
 

Clothes to Kids provides new & quality used clothing to low income or in crisis school-
age children in Pinellas County, free of charge." 
 

All of January, there will be bins to drop of the clothes throughout the church which the 
8th grade students will empty on Sunday nights. 

CHILDREN'S HOME - January 29th is 
5th Sunday, when your Special Offer-
ing serves the Florida United Methodist 
Children's Home (FUMCH). Your Gifts 
are critical to meet the daily needs of 

the 440 Kids and Families touched by FUMCH each day. 
 
Envelopes will be in the pews or available from the Ushers in all Ser-
vices.  Your FUMCH Kids Love Big Hearted Anona!! 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


Anona Book Club’s January book, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry, Jan. 22, 2017  

"Funny, tender, and moving, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry reminds us all exactly why we read 
and why we love." *(Amazon.com) 

The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin, 288 pages 

“A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in 
its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. But when a mysterious 
package appears at the bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life 
over--and see everything anew” (Amazon.com). 

Please join us on Sunday, January 22, in the Bride’s Room at 6:30 PM.  Come in the Fellowship 
Hall door; go toward the Sanctuary.  Just as you enter the Sanctuary, turn left, walking behind the 
pews, turn left  (toward the Wilcox parking lot exit), take a few steps down a short hall, enter the 
door of the Bride’s Room (the back of the Sanctuary).  Enjoy a group of people who love books and 
learning from one another.  Discussions are open to all.   

Planning ahead?  February’s Book is Brooklyn by Colm Toibin. 

Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly 
Walk Live is now Walk15! Still a heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise ver-
sion of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable to all levels of fit-
ness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add up to an effec-
tive workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and 
join us Tuesdays at 6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewith-
molly@gmail.com 
 
Mary Fellowship—Second Thursday of each month 
We invite you to join the Mary Fellowship group for devotions, prayer, refreshments and a special program. Meeting 
January 12, 2016 in the Bride’s room at Anona. Please call Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 for further information.  
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays, 5:30-6pm **No Class Jan 3 and Jan 24** 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten for more information. 
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 **No Class Jan 3 and Jan 24** 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 

Fibromyalgia Support Group—Second Saturday 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: January 14th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 

Son Seekers in January 
Son Seekers, an Anona small group to which all seasonal residents are invited to Son seekers for fellowship and activ-
ities.  The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide information about Anona 
and grow spiritually.  Monthly outing as indicated above are also planned.   
 

January 13 - meeting will begin at 11:00 AM for a Meet and Greet, followed by a Soup, Salad and Desert Luncheon 
served by the steering committee.  The program will be a panel discussion regarding the History of Anona UMC. 
 

January 26 - Our Thursday meeting will be a luncheon outing to Ed Fletcher’s Early Bird Dinner Theater.  The play is 
titled “Bermuda Avenue Triangle” and will cost $40 per person including luncheon and gratuities.  Payment is due to 
Margie Denault no later than January 15.  Times will be announced at a later date. 
 

If you would like to attend, please call Jean Berry at the church (727-595-2581) or sign up at the Connection Point no 
later than the Wednesday prior to the scheduled meeting.  
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Anona UMW held their annual Unit Meeting/Christmas Party on December 8
th
 at the 

Belleview Biltmore Golf Club.  There were 23 members and 5 guests present, and a lovely 
buffet luncheon was enjoyed.  Special Mission Recognition pins were awarded to June 
Berry, Natalie Betts, Sandy Drugash and Alan Raun for their contributions to Anona 
and UMW.   

ANNUAL BAZAAR:  It has been decided that the UMW will no longer conduct a bazaar 
and spaghetti dinner, and therefore we will not be accepting bazaar donations of any kind this year.  We will be 
selling our storage containers (plastic tubs, all with lids) and mobile shelving at yard sales or to individuals in the very 
near future.  Contact Joan Hoffman at 391-8985 or jhoffma2@tampabay.rr.com for information or to purchase these 
items. Thank you for supporting our bazaar and spaghetti dinner in the past!  We will still be selling nuts and will have 
other projects for supporting our missions. 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE continues to support the four Miracles Outreach safe houses for survivors of human trafficking and 
is accepting donations of twin sheets, personal grooming and hygiene items, cleaning supplies and clothing suitable for 
teenage girls.  A donation bin is located in the shared narthex.  Priscilla Circle also has a new project for female traffick-
ing survivors who have been in prison.  In cooperation with The Florida Dream Center, we are helping to start a new 
enterprise to give these women some real-world skills in furniture restoration and refinishing.  There are several oppor-
tunities for assisting us in this endeavor, and we will be telling you more about them in the near future.  For now, please 
contact Karen Creamer at 765-265-9406 or karen.creamer@tampabay.rr.com to donate or for information. 

Circle Meetings: Rachel Circle meets January 12 in the library at Anona and on the 2
nd

 Thursday of months Septem-
ber through May at 1:00 pm.  Priscilla Circle meets January 10 for lunch at 12:00 Noon and on the 2

nd
 Tuesday of 

every month at the Glenwood Estates clubhouse, 12501 Ulmerton Road, Largo. 
 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

What are We Men to Believe?  A New Year?  A New Beginning? 

The Bible tells us that God has a plan for replacing this earth with a new earth. Or does the 
new beginning happen when we die and go to heaven, leaving our earthly bodies behind to 
return to the ashes and dust from which we came?  What are we to believe? 

Let us go to Genesis where all that God created was good and remind ourselves of what hap-
pened that caused God to want to undo all that He created and start over again.  Are we to 
believe that all is hopelessness?  Or are we to believe that, in spite of our sins and shortcom-
ings, God is merciful and is willing to wait for us to transform this world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to pre-
pare us and those we love for eternity?  Anona’s Men’s Monday Night Bible Study is starting off the New Year by re-
exploring Genesis – looking at what and how Moses came to write about the beginnings of creation and God’s relation-
ship with the human race on earth and all that is around it.  We are always looking for new men to bring to our Bible 
Study (Mondays, 7pm, Room 117 off Worship Center) new perspectives, something we might have missed or forgotten 
over the many times we read Genesis.      

Meanwhile there are several opportunities (below) in the New Year where men can congregate and help transform each 
other to become better disciples of Jesus Christ.  To do this, we must be disciples of Jesus Christ.  To do this, we must 
feed His sheep.  We must believe in Him, His Word, and get the Gospel message out to the lost and the weary.  We 
must be the eyes, ears, voice, hands, arms, and feet of Jesus Christ.  And we must do this together as His church. 

12
th

 Annual Quadrennial Gathering 
July 7-8, 2017, are the dates for the 12th quadrennial gathering of Methodist Men from around the globe.  The theme for 
this event is “Discipleship – a contact sport”.  This event is being held in Indianapolis.  Any Methodist man interested in 
attending this event should contact Chet Klinger for details  

Igniting Men Conference – May 6, 2017   
IGNITING MEN CONFERENCE is a Methodist Men’s Ministry Florida Event 
An event for our active men to invite other men – to be a leader in God’s House, one needs to be a leader in his 
own house.  Workshops at this one-day event include “Got Your Back”: “Men forging Bonds of Brotherhood”; 
“Building an Effective Men’s Ministry”; “A Call to Action”; “Personal Leadership-it starts with you”;  “Living Out of the 
Rut”; “Don’t Blow it With God”; “No Man Left Behind”; “Untangled Men and Marriage”; “Igniting your Men”; “God 
Believes in You and He can’t be wrong!”; “Your Giants ain’t Jack”; and “Live a Life that matters for God”.  This 
event will be held at First United Methodist Church at 263 King St., Oviedo, Florida. 

Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida/ 

Other Opportunities for Anona’s men - Besides Anona’s Men’s Bible Study, we have our Tuesday Men’s Break-
fast Group, Anona’s Gospel Chordsmen, our ushers and lawn mowing crew, and men engaged in Stephen Minis-
tries and the Fresh Start Probationer Mentoring Program.  For other opportunities and events for men to become 
better disciples, watch this section in future Anona’s Magazines.  
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately with a Pastor.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  
We are willing to do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 
We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona 
is Wed. Jan 11th at 10:30am Thurs. Jan 12th at 5:30 pm OR Sun. Jan. 15th at 12:30 pm in the Front Office (off of 
the Fellowship Area).  Our next Membership Sunday is January 29th at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking 
forward to hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

 
Magazine Due Date Reminders:   

February Magazine due by Fri, Jan 6 

CHARGE CONFERENCE UPDATE 
 
At our Nov. 1, 2016 Charge Conference, we deferred completing the status of the clergy salaries until we could further 
examine the recent changes in clergy insurance. Healthcare insurance has become a significant issue for many Ameri-
cans and the Florida Conference is no different. Although it previously provided clergy health insurance, which was af-
fordable using the pastor's "insurance allowance" benefit, the Conference has opted to no longer provide this cover-
age.  Given the financial impact, the Staff Parish Relations Committee recommended that the church fully pay for the 
Clergy 2017 health insurance premiums, plus the estimated tax on that amount (since it is now considered taxable in-
come), and additionally to help fund their HSAs by giving them the amount of the increase in deductible from this year to 
next.  We did not anticipate, nor intend, that getting health insurance coverage that allows our clergy to retain their cur-
rent network of doctors and hospitals would become a significant financial burden to them.  One Pastor is opting out by 
purchasing insurance through his spouse.  His insurance benefit will not increase.  This additional insurance benefit 
would increase the budget by $28,951.50.  This is expected to be a temporary benefit increase.  We do not plan to fund 
future deductible increases.  The SPR Committee, Administrator and Clergy will be investigating insurance options in 
2017 to see if there is a more economical way to provide good health insurance coverage to our Pastors, and possibly to 
other staff in the coming years.  It is our goal to support our clergy and staff with the best plan we can, while living within 
our budget and being good stewards of Anona’s resources. The SPRC recommendation for 2017 was accepted and 
approved by the Finance Committee and the Church Council. 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
01/01 Marilyn Mouchett 
 Earl Smith 
01/04 Phil Phelps 
01/05 Alan Raun 
 Joan Swartz 
01/06 Carol Briggs 
 Jim Lyons 
 Millie Rogers 
01/09 Ron Cinnamon 
01/10 Mary Anna Thomas 
01/11 Joe Chamberlain 
 Jeffrey Mitchell 
             Virginia Thomas 
01/12 Pat Haacke 
 Mary Leslie 
01/13 Chuck Beard 
01/14 Art Allwood 
 Hurst Mitten 
01/15 Betty Harper 
 Mickey Wahl 
01/17 Helen Hudson 
 Marvin Ivey 
01/18 Bob Kildow 
01/22 Lois Spirtos 
 Beverly Timpf 
01/26 Jeanne Koshler 
01/30 Dottie Sutcliffe 
01/31 Marilyn Day  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
01/05 Greg & Pat Brittain 26 yrs. 
01/07 Phillip & Cheryl McGee 40 yrs. 
01/11 Vito & Joan Prudente 61 yrs. 
01/17 Tom & Pat Blandford 36 yrs. 
01/20 Bill & Barbara Sowers 50 yrs. 
01/23 Jerry & Becky Boucher 29 yrs. 
01/24 Claude & JoAnne Sullivan       58 yrs. 
01/25 Bill & Cate Balmer 42 yrs. 
  Joe & Jane Madden 69 yrs. 
01/26 Henry & Cynthia Holland 52 yrs. 
01/27 Fred & Marcia Gibbs 49 yrs. 
01/28 Bill & Judy Allen 61 yrs. 
01/29 Dan & Anna Hyden 62 yrs. 
01/30 Everett & Marge Targett 62 yrs.  
  Jeff & Sue Wilson 46 yrs. 
 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Ed Smith.  Ed joined Anona in 2006. 
 
The Family of Bill Murphy.  Bill joined Anona in 1996. 
 
The Family of  Anne Helmick.  Anne joined Anona 2001. 
 
The Family of Bill Balmer.  Bill joined Anona in 2005. 
 
The Family of Shirley Jempson.  Shirley joined Anona in 1950. 
 
The Family of George Lehmann.  George joined Anona in 1989. 
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Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Kathleen Brugueras 
Gayle Eberhardt-Mitchell 
Virna Wilfong 
Dallas Wilfong 
Dennis Heard 
Vivian Hickman 
Larry & Michelle Bello-Lorie (Sophia and Jack) 

New Members 

Esther Azalea Pearl Froehlich 
Danica Elise Smith 
Zavannah Remada Riggin 
Kathalia Remada Mullarkey 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 



Harry and Linda had flown their plane from their summer home in Costa Rica to attend the gala graduation party host-
ed by my son to which we had been invited.  Linda listened quietly while her husband regaled the party with the ex-
ploits of his latest boar hunt. 

Later, as Linda and I became acquainted, I realized she was finding it impossible to recover from the motorcycle death 
of her son three years earlier.  How desperately she poured out her grief as if any moment I might leave her side.  She 
did not cry, but she talked, apparently as she had not been able to do before. That was to be my only encounter with 
Linda. Last week she took her life. 

GRIEF- the feeling caused by the ripping away of someone or something you very much love. There are many kinds of 
losses causing grief, but this article will focus on the loss of a person. 

While no two of us react to grief  in the same way, there are fairly predictable reactions which most of us will or have 
experienced.   

The initial shock is often disbelief numbing you from pain so great it can not be borne. Later, maybe weeks or even 
months later, an unexpected, terribly painful, emotion hits with the realization, “He is gone.” Amazingly, while the pain 
seems unbearable, it is the beginning of healing. 

Time produces a kaleidoscope of feelings: “How can people just go on as if nothing happened?” “People tell me he is 
better off, but I’m not.” “No one seems to care.” “Am I going crazy? “I can feel happy and sad at the 
same time.” “I have to grade these papers, but I can’t focus on them- or anything.”  “I’m so forgetful I 
can’t remember if I ate.” ”I’m trying to hold it together, but some days I just can’t.” 

Kenneth Hauck, Stephen Ministry founder whose wife and partner  died in 2007, wrote:” You cannot 
not grieve.”  Grief feelings are a very real and vital part of recovery. You can try to stuff them inside, 
but they will emerge, sometimes years later, often in harmful physical and emotional ways. 

Your church offers you the opportunity to walk with a Stephen Minister through this difficult grieving 
process. Your Stephen Minister will give you the opportunity to relate honestly all your feelings and 
will stay with you for as long as it takes to recover. Life will be different, but you will be able to be part 
of it. You will not forget the loved one, for he or she will always be part of you life. 

If only Linda had had a Stephen Minister……... 

 
Charmaine Lennox, Stephen Minister 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Keeping up with the comings and goings of all our Anona family is challenging and we need your help!  When you 
know of someone in the congregation going into the hospital, rehab facility, long term care facility or becomes home-
bound, please call the church office with the individual’s name and the facility information.  Our visitation care teams 
want to be supportive to individuals and their families when such situations arise. Call the church number 595-2581 
and ask for extension 225.  If you receive the recorded announcement, please leave a message.  This extension is 
monitored 3 times a day to assure quick response.  We appreciate your help as we care for our Anona congregation.  
 

 
 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, January 5 and 19, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call the Anona Family Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and families 

for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, work-

shops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Shawn Thomas Organist/Asst Director of Worship  shawn@anona.com 222 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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December Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Pajama Jam 
Sunday, January 1, 5-8pm 

 
 

January Mission 
Clothes to Kids—Bring in NEW, packaged socks and  

underwear as well as gently used clothes. 
 

 

New Year’s Day—January 1 

Office closed on Mon., Jan. 2 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Closed on Mon., Jan. 16 
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