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Prayer  
is the key to  
Heaven,  

but Faith  
unlocks  
the door. 
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August 2:  Matthew 28:19,20.  We will be finishing up our trip through the Bible.  We were created by One bigger than 
us for a story much larger than our own.   

My prayer for you this morning is that God will open your soul to the vista and wonder of a story bigger than you, a 
power greater than yourself, lifting you beyond yourself, your limitations, your failures, and your scars.  There is a won-
derful life beyond what we can do in our own power. 

August 9: Isaiah 53:5.  We will look at the human condition and how God’s son saves us starting with the concept that 
we are in need of healing in the soul.  Our inspiration is to find our healing in the one God has sent. 

My prayer for you this morning is that you open your soul to the Great Physician.  There is healing here.  There is re-
covery here this morning.  There is new life breathing its spirit breath from God just as in the creation story.  Breathe in 
God today and be restored. 

August 16: Galatians 5:1  We will see how we are captured and imprisoned, unable to break free.  Let’s look at the 
key that sets us free. 

I am praying for you.  You hold the key in your trembling hand that unlocks the door of the prison that keeps you from 
freedom.  You are right here in God’s house where freedom reigns and the liberation of the mind, body and spirit hap-
pen all the time.  Let it happen to you.  Faith is that key. 

August 23: Jeremiah 3:25.  Though we may experience guilt and shame, let us look for the release and forgiveness of 
Christ. 

Guilt and shame are good as guides for the moment, but can be addictive and much abused in the long run. If this hap-
pens we have abused ourselves and others with what could have been a simple guide like pain or balance, or hearing.  
“Shame off you” not “Shame on you” is the mission of Christ.  Let the flowing forgiveness of the Savior wash over you. 

August 30: John 3:16.  The last Sunday of the month we will look at eternal life as the final healing, freedom, and for-
giveness of our souls and of course this scripture sings that song so well. 

Belief equals not perishing.  The most quoted verse in the Bible, but the most taken for granted.  Eternal life then and 
now is found here.  “Breath on me breath of God, fill me with life anew.”  New life can be found here today.  It is 
yours now if you would receive it.  Take the leap of faith I ask of you and pray for you to God. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 

Wisdom 

I was in a retirement and succession plan.  That is now not the case.  I am here for the next chapter of Anona’s history 
and that will not be sitting still.  We as a worldwide church have lost two generations who do not feel the presence of 
God in comfort, guidance, and strength.  Their marriages do not benefit from forgiveness, fidelity, and endurance, all 
values learned in the Christian journey.  Their children are growing up without a moral compass.  They judge others not 
realizing it puts judgement on them.  They are unhappy and do not know the source of Joy.  They are restless and do 
not know peace.  In short, they are lost—the Body without the Presence of Christ that is found in God’s Holy Church.   

I am not content with that. 

We will be working on five things over the next few months.  I have asked Nick Fritch to research methods for a finan-
cial campaign and build a team so that we overcome our low level of per capita giving.  I have asked David Rogers to 
build a team to paint the vision of who we are and where we are going from where we have been.  I have asked Bette 
Ra Ivy to work with a team and an architect to reform our master plan to reach and nurture every generation.  I am 
working with the pastors to articulate our culture and define our mission.  We then will bring that to the Chairs, the 
Church Council and then to the whole church for buy in and clarity. 

All this will come to you as we vision together the next steps of our beloved church.  We will be doing everything from 
sticky note exercises and Affinity walls to prayer discernment groups in the chapel and in our homes.   

The point is… this is your church.  You have a say.  My job is the vision for without it the people perish.  Your job is dis-
cernment as to whether that vision comes from both God and the Body of Christ that is Anona.  Your job is to feel and 
think that we are doing the most good at the right time for the right reasons in the right way for the right cause.  Your 
job is then to get behind it with all your heart and soul and mind and strength.  Each of us need to believe in our next 
chapter as a people of God.   

I need us all in.   

Jack 
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Are You Saved? 
 
For me, it has often been an uncomfortable question.  Saved from what?  I was hoping to be saved from people asking 
me that question.  Of course I know what the person behind the question is implying, because, if you hesitate or say no, 
they follow up with “religious language” about heaven and hell and where do you want to spend eternity, and will quote 
scripture or ask if you’ve prayed the sinner’s prayer, etc., etc., etc.  It always sounds so shallow to me, as if faith is 
something that comes down to one decision in our life that we can check off and not have to worry about ever again.  
To me, the question is more judgmental, am I a friend or foe, good or evil.  Or, are they just looking to get points in their 
good deeds column for bringing me to salvation. 
 
Fortunately, I was raised in the United Methodist tradition which is concerned with the whole person.   
 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, would begin gatherings by asking his fellow Christians, “How is it with your 
soul?” While this sounds pretty outdated today, it reflects our churches concern with our soul, our minds, our whole 
body.  Our journey with Christ is not a one-time thing, it’s a daily exercise.  We may have said yes once but have since 
fallen off the path.  We may have great and abiding faith at some points in our life, but find at other times we question 
and doubt and have a crisis of the soul.  Maybe we are longing for something or have an emptiness that we just can’t 
describe or pinpoint. 
 
So what is salvation for you?  What are you saved from?  How is it with your soul?  Our sermon series the last four 
Sundays of August will focus on the different aspects of salvation, the here and now, oh and by the way, eternity.  Invite 
your friends, you know, those hoping to be saved from people asking them that question.  Bring them to a place where 
they can feel safe about exploring their faith, without feeling judged by those of us who are striving (but sometimes fail-
ing) to be on a daily journey with Christ.  

A Celebration of Hymns 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16th 

8:15 AND 11:10 AM TRADITIONAL SERVICES 

 

Come and celebrate the highlight of our summer of hymns in Traditional worship 

at Anona! Join us Sunday, August 16, when the Sanctuary choir leads the con-

gregation in singing an inspiring service of some of our classic hymns of faith at 

both our 8:15 and 11:10 Traditional services. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Simply Worship at Anona 
If you are looking for some more time for quiet worship and reflection check out 

our newest worship service on campus at 11:00 in the historic Anona chapel.  For 

the rest of 2015, the Simply Worship services will be focused on the theme of 

“Living Prayerfully”.  In August, we will practice prayers of intercession.  We are 

called to pour out, not just in our actions but in our prayers by praying for others 

as well as ourselves.  There will be an opportunity for prayer requests to be sub-

mitted for specific prayers to be lifted up each week.  August is a “5th Sunday” 

month and on August 30th Simply Worship will lift up the Fresh Start ministry and 

will worshipping with Gospel, Blues and Brunch! All are welcome. Come as you 

are! 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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It is hard to believe the summer break from school is already coming to an end. Students will be back in school August 
24

th
 and we’ll be holding some great back-to-school events. Visit 360united.org/calendar to find out more! 

New Series - The Greatest Gift: At Christmas, we celebrate the greatest gift in the birth of Jesus. At Easter, we receive 
the greatest gift in forgiveness of our sins and restoration to right relationship with God. At Pentecost, we are offered the 
greatest gift as the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of us. We even look forward to the greatest gift known as the coming 
Kingdom of God in the return of Jesus. These are the greatest gifts we could ever receive! What does that mean for us 
as gift givers? What if the greatest gift we could ever offer someone was the gift of our faith?  

August 2 – Flow Scripture: John 4:4-15  

If you have ever been thirsty – and I mean really thirsty – there is nothing like getting that thirst quenched. In extreme 
cases, dehydration can set in and begin to affect us in many negative ways. What if there is such a thing as spiritual de-
hydration? What would the symptoms look like? How would we cure it? What gift would we need? 

August 9 - Interested?  Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 

There are two parts to the single greatest gift...the giver and the receiver. Obviously, if one of these is missing, we miss 
out on the gift itself. As Christians, we are meant to be gift-givers. We must never forget, however, that we were first, 
and always remain, gift receivers. Are we interested in being both? 

August 16 - Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors  Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 

You may have heard that the church in the United States is in decline. In fact, 85%-92% of churches are reported to be 
stagnant or declining in regard to attendance. The average age of people active in the church also continues to rise. 
Why? This week we look for honest answers about who we are and what we might be able to do as individuals and as a 
church of Jesus Christ. How can we be the greatest gift? 

New Series - Small Things, Big Difference: When it comes to relationships sometimes it’s the small things that matter. 
A simple act of kindness, an encouraging word, a thoughtful gift. For the next four weeks we look at some of the small 
things that are actually really big things. 

August 23 – Fundamentals  Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

What are the fundamentals of healthy relationships? Whether with friends, co-workers, our spouse, parents or kids, 
there are fundamentals that help a relationship flourish. If we fail to practice those fundamentals our relationships tend, 
instead, to flounder. The question is, if we want to flourish, what are we willing to do about it? 

August 30 – Image is Everything  Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31 

Audi, Apple, Prada, Louis Vuitton, BMW, Gucci...each of these companies spend millions of dollars to create an exclu-
sive brand. Each brand hopes that we will be influenced to see a certain image that implies exclusivity, status, and pres-
tige. Most important, they want us to want that image because, they believe, image is everything. What if they’re right? 

Richard, Jeremy and I spent some time on our culture in 
an attempt to articulate it simply.  We tried a simple sen-
tence upon which to hang like a coat hanger, lots of our 
tools for culture. We got lost in the wordsmithing and 
then began to simply articulate phrases to bring to the 
leadership.   Self-examined or self-aware, aware of and 

sensitive to our effect on others, a culture of call, the priesthood of all believers, love, on a journey, responsible, grace-
ful, character development , for all generations… you see the list could go on.  Belonging to the church is important in 
that we are together in that: 

We are all on a life journey lifted upward by the Holy Spirit. 

We all are called forward to the moving target of following Christ through the chapters of our lives. 

It is a long journey of having carved into our souls Godly character and presence for the transformation of the world. 

The lack of these is called lost, where: 

We are drug downward by our flaws and the flawed nature of others. 

We have no purpose or reason to live and no model to follow. 

The cutting world leaves us scarred and bitter and all about ourselves. 

This stuff is so important to me.  I want us to be clear together about who we are and what we are about. 
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Anona FX - AUGUST 2015: RESPECT 
 

As we get ready to head back to school, our August theme of WISDOM  reminds us that ”wisdom” is not just about 
knowing the difference between right and wrong, but about what’s wise as we 
see life from God’s perspective.  Sometimes the wise choice is not easy to spot.  
We may weigh the pros and cons of our choices, seek guidance from wise peo-
ple, and pray about it. In the end, we trust the choice that we make is wise. As 
our kids start their discovery of “Wisdom” they may see that every decision is not 
as clear as they would like. That is why giving kids a strong foundation of wisdom 
is important. 

LIFE APP: Wisdom — finding out what you should do and doing it. 

BIBLE VERSE:  “Choose my teaching instead of silver. Choose knowledge rather 
than fine gold. Wisdom is worth more than rubies. Nothing you want can com-
pare with her.”  Proverbs 8:10-11, NIrV 

 

 

Volunteers Make A WORLD of Difference!! 
 
 

John Wesley reminded us to: 
“Do all the good you can.  
By all the means you can.  
In all the ways you can.  

In all the places you can.  
At all the times you can.  

To all the people you can. 
 As long as ever you can. 

 
 

Many thanks to everyone who donated their time and supplies!  It all helped to make a valuable impact and 
difference in the lives of the families that joined us for this year’s Thailand Trek VBS! 

 
 
Treasure Quest (Learning to Use My Bible) Registration 
 

Our 3rd Graders will be going on a Treasure Quest, a journey through the Bible! 
Every year our 3rd grade student’s travel through Bible lessons to learn more 
about God’s Word.  This year’s program starts on Sunday, September 13

th
 and 

goes through Sunday, October 25
th

 during 11:00 Anona Kids Experience.  
The event ends with fun celebration party for parents and students with pizza, 
games and an opportunity to learn more about the word God has given us.  Reg-
istration for this great experience is OPEN!  To register your student, go to    
anona.com/kidsevents. 

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship experience that is cen-

tered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The weekly message is 

taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging Characters, 

and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a consistent 

environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  which 

helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

NOTE:  FX will be on a break Sunday, August 9th and Sun-

day, August 16th.  FX will RESUME on Sunday, August 23rd.   

We will also be having our FX Fall Celebration on August 

30th! 

Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Summer Ends… 
Time to Dust off the Rituals and Routines 

 
The summer is quickly passing and school is right around the corner.  Soon we will be facing the morning dash of break-
fast/whining, packing lunches/crying, dressing/fighting about what to wear, getting backpacks ready/realizing he DID have 
homework, getting in the car/seatbelts must be fastened, silent ride to school/slammed doors, a missed opportunity to 
connect.  Sigh, feeling like you’ve already put in a full day and you’re late for work, again.  Sound familiar?  Stop, Smile, 
Take a deep breath, And Relax (STAR) – you are not alone.  This is the life of a busy working family.  Now is the time to 
dust off (or establish) those rituals and routines.   

RITUALS are the cornerstone of a connected family.  Since cooperation follows connection, rituals are essential.  These 
are the moments when you connect (presence, eye contact, appropriate touch in a playful manner) with your child and 
establish the sense of safety and love.  Over time, these rituals develop an internal safe place where children are able to 
connect, feel your love and access the higher center of their brains where logic, reason, brilliance and executive skills 
reside.  It is in this state that problem solving can occur - a pattern that LASTS A LIFETIME. 

ROUTINES are how we manage our homes and families.  They establish a CONSISTANT pattern of expectation and 
allow our children to know what is coming next.  The brain is pattern seeking and directs how our children respond to situ-
ations.  If the pattern we establish in our home is that of chaos, that is what our children will work to create elsewhere be-
cause it is the state in which our children are comfortable and have the skills to manage the moment.  Since most misbe-
havior is rooted in fear (fear of failure, fear of being caught, fear of abandon-
ment, fear of the unknown-what is next, etc.), routines eliminate this fear; chil-
dren know what is next and what is expected. From this place of safety, they 
learn to manage their upsets and develop the skills necessary to work through 
their day. 

The important factor in routines is CONSISTENCY.  Think of those stressful 
times in your day and focus on what you WANT your family to experience dur-
ing these moments.  If your child is old enough, sit together and talk about how 
you want these times to look and develop a routine that accomplishes your 
goal of calm.  Have your child write these out and post them where they are 
easily accessible. If your child is young, take pictures of him/her doing the 
tasks and post them where they are easily seen.  Review these routines often 
and stick to them daily.  Over time, you child will grow comfortable, feel safe in 
what is expected and those battle moments will decrease. 

Does this sound helpful?  This is how we manage life at Anona Child Development Center.  Join us for a fun filled year!   

As always…We wish you well!    Sharon and Pam 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In August, the stories we learn about are: Jesus heals a boy, Who 
is the greatest?, Jesus makes Lazarus alive again, The parable of 
two sons, The most important commandment 

 
Parents Morning Out, for walking toddlers:  
**Register for Fall, there are still spots open!!** 
 Children enjoy indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts, and stories. 
 PreRegister to Kandace@anona.com.if your child is a walking 1 

year old and under 2 years old as of 9/1/15. Cost is $15/week 
 Classroom A: Wednesdays starting Aug 26, 9:30AM-12:00PM 
      Our 3 guiding principles are: God Made Them, God Loves Them,      
      and Jesus is Their Friend! 

The first stage of Family Trek is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn how to 
discover God for themselves. 

2015/2016 School Year 
Openings are available in our Elemen-
tary and Preschool programs.  Call the 
school office for details!   

Kathy Freeburg … 593-KIDS x 248              



 

Box Top Collections 
'Box tops for education' is a fundraising program sponsored by a compa-
nies like: General Mills, Scott paper products, Hefty, Ziploc, Progresso 
soups, Avery labels, and Hanes underwear.  
 

On these products you will find the Box Top coupon, clip it and turn it in to one of 
the various collection boxes throughout the church: Marketplace, Traditional 
Narthex, and in the FX Lobby. 
 

Thousands of school systems use this program to raise significant funds for sup-
plies. Let’s support Ridgecrest Elementary in this endeavor. Thank you! 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Ready for an in depth Bible Study? 
 
If you are like most people, you have felt that desire to learn more about your Bible but are too embarrassed to show 
how little you know in front of others or maybe feel overwhelmed with where to start.  Anona will have two Disciple 
Bible Studies this fall that will equip you to grow in knowledge and faith.   

 
For first timers, or those that want a refresher course, Disciple I, Becoming Disciples Through Bible 
Study is the foundational study that covers the entire Bible.  This 34 week course spends equal 
time in the Old and New Testament.  You will need a good study Bible (doesn’t matter which trans-
lation) and the Student Resource Book which will be available for $32.  Each lesson will include 
videos from Biblical scholars and group discussion.  This course requires a strong commitment to 
daily Bible and Resource Book reading and regular participation in a weekly 2.5 hour class.  Dates, 
times and leaders will be available soon.   
 
 
Disciple III, Remember Who You Are, is a 32 week course which explores the 
Old Testament Prophets and the Letters of Paul.  Disciple I is a prerequisite for 

taking Disciple III.  Student Resource Book will be available for $32.  Orientation class is Monday, 
August 31

st
  at 6:30.  Facilitators are Dave and Jackie Gerald.  Classes will be on Monday and 

the orientation class will determine the best time for the group.  First lesson will be September 
14

th
.   

 
Sign up for either class at Connection Point, or online at www.anona.com/adultgroups.  The reg-
istration form is at the bottom of the page—type ‘Disciple I or Disciple III Registration’ in subject 
ine.  For Disciple I course, indicate what day of the week and times you prefer in the message.   

Panther Pal Reading Program 
 

During the summer of 2014, the Panther Pal Reading Program was launched to help the children of Ridgecrest Ele-
mentary improve their reading levels.  Since that beginning, 120 different individuals have volunteered for over 3,000 
hours of service.  75% of our volunteers and hours of service came from members of Anona United Methodist 
Church.  Thanks Anona!!!!!   A volunteer is asked to spend at least one hour a week reading one-on-one with a child.  
No special skill is needed to be a volunteer other than have a love for children and desire to help them learn how to 
read.  All of our volunteers say that reading to children has been very rewarding . They feel they are really making a 
positive difference in the future of children from an under resourced community.   On Monday, September 7

th
 , we 

will be starting our 10 week fall session.  If you are interested in volunteering or need more information , please con-
tact Jim Dyson:  727-421-9344 or jdyson@tampabay.rr.com.   

See page 13 for  
additional missions. 

mailto:jdyson@tampabay.rr.com
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Summer is coming to a close and School is about to begin! 
 
Over the summer Anona has been real busy with summer camps of all ages, daily activities, VBS, Teacher Breakfast 
and so much more.  Your giving helps make these events possible.   
 
With all the hustle of school, make your church tithing easier by giving online.  Sign up for online giving and I promise 
you, it will be one less thing on your mind.  I happen to use Anona’s payroll deduction plan so that I do not miss a week, 
since you do not have this option, online is the next best thing.  Your generosity, especially following a lower attended 
summer months is very much appreciated!  Let’s kick of this Fall with a bang and give online! 
 
Glad you are here and that you 
all had a safe, fun summer! 
 
Blessings, 

Alisa 

The Wisdom of Pain 
 
We have been faced with change lately. While some embrace the changes, others are working 
through old thoughts verses new thoughts. But, is now any different than at any other time?  
God designed our planet and ourselves to evolve, to change, to grow, to learn. God, with revered 
wisdom, also designed conflict and pain. The age-old question is, “How can God allow… this or 

that?” Such a question typically follows an event where conflict or pain is 
present. Well, behind every conflict or occurrence of pain is growth, is a 
lesson, is evolution, is forward-movement of some kind. 
 
The wisdom of God is incomprehensible, yet to spend even a short time trying to comprehend 
is awe-inspiring. If all was the same, never changed, and was comfortable, what would cause 
us to grow and change? There is meaning behind pain.  
 
God was wise beyond belief by providing us ways to heal our pain, which provides for growth. 
As a race, we are learning how to heal physical and emotional wounds. The learning continues 
guided by the hand of God, all things in their own time. God created the human brain with the 
capacity to self-discover, and the human heart to care deeply enough for others that they de-
sire to be of help to others who are suffering…learning how to grow and change. 
 
But perhaps the most pain occurs when we resist change (growth). History is marked with ha-
tred, violence, and judgement, toward others and ourselves privately, when growth and 
change is fought. God designed our planet and ourselves to evolve, to change, to grow, to 

learn. When pain is present, it is God giving an indication that growth is coming.  
 
Pain is healed through the journey of old thoughts transitioning into wise new thoughts. 

 

 Blessings, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 Alisa RushingAlisa RushingAlisa Rushing   
Church Church Church    

AdministratorAdministratorAdministrator   

   

alisa@anona.comalisa@anona.comalisa@anona.com   
595595595---2581 x2292581 x2292581 x229 



Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 
 

Sunday, August 30th is the Celebration of 5th Sunday, the day 
of our Special Offerings for the Florida United Methodist Chil-
dren's Home (FUMCH). 
 
Your gift on the 5th Sunday supports the day-to-day expenses 
needed to serve the 100+ Children who live on Campus. 
It also supports programs, such as Independent Living, Day 
Care, Foster Care, Adoption Services, and Vocational Training. 
 
Anona's generous giving helps hundreds of Kids who arrive at 
FUMCH from broken homes to survive, heal, and grow physical-
ly, mentally, and spiritually.  Last year you were in the TOP 5 
OF ALL CHURCHES IN OUR CONFERENCE WITH $110,325 
IN GIVING.  The Kids say Thank You Anona!!!! 
   —————————————————————————- 

 
Our next Habitat for Humanity build is: August 8   
We will have a bus leaving Anona at 6:30A - 2:00P.  

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald  
at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

Change 4 Change—August 9 
 

The 9
th
 grade small group will be collecting your  spare 

change to support a number of mission projects in our  
community and beyond.  Thank you! 

Getting ready for school? Now is the time many fami-
lies donate clothes that no longer fit their child or 
teen. Please consider donating your gently used 
clothes to help Clothes to Kids support students in 
our community. For the entire month of August, drop 
off your donations at any 
one of the large, blue 
Clothes to Kids bins at 
church. The rising 9

th
 and 7

th
 

graders are coordinating this 
drive. If you need assis-
tance, or know someone 
who does, please visit 
www.clothestokids.org. Thanks for your support! 13 

First Half Missions Distributions 2015 
 
$      611 CWS Blankets 
$      300 Family Assistance 
$ 500 Fresh Start 
$10,297 Habitat for Humanity 
$ 130 Imagine No Malaria 
$13,000 Katherine T. Smith Scholarships (9) 
$   3,000 Meals of Hope 
$    43 Neighborly Care Network 
$   1,870 Pack A Sack 
$ 930 Pack A Sack** 
$ 659 Pinellas Hope** 
$   3,000 RCS 
$   4,200 Ridgecrest YMCA 
$   1,000 Salvation Army 
$ 100 Seeds of Peace 
$ 400 YAMM 
$40,040 Total 
+           1  Refrigerator to Habitat for Humanity  
 
**Contributions by Youth Missions Funds 

ANONA GOLFERS—Fresh Start Mentoring Golf Tournament 
 
Attention golfers or those who would like to play golf. Mark your calendar for the FRESH START ANNUAL GOLF 
EVENT on Thursday September 24

th
 at the BAYOU GOLF CLUB.  The Bayou will have completely renovated their 

greens and you will be able to play on the best and newest greens in the Tampa Bay area. 
Check-in begins at 7:30 and tee time is at 8:30. Format is a four ball scramble. Enjoy a 
round of golf at one of the finest golf clubs in the area and, yes, we will have a Texas BBQ 
after your round to feed the hungry golfers. 
 
Cost per player is $125.00 but only $400.00 for a foursome. Get your foursome lined up 
now or if you are a single golfer no problem. We will pair singles with others into four-
somes. We need women golfers to play and enjoy a day of camaraderie. If anybody is 
thinking of playing golf on Thursday September 24

th, 
call Randy Koser at 727.433.1290 or 

e-mail Randy at koser.randy@gmail.com.  
 
Fresh Start Mentoring is a 501 c(3) non-profit organization that helps people on probation turn their lives around to be-
come productive citizens. If you are not a golfer, please consider making a donation, or become a sponsor of this out-
reach program of Anona.  Sign up for a tee time, make a donation or even better become a sponsor.  
 
For more information contact: Randy Koser, Golf Chairman, 727.433.1290. koser.randy@gmail.com. 
Make your checks payable to FRESH START MENTORING, P. O. Box 154, Palm Harbor, FL. 34682-0154. 

2016 Poland UMVIM mission 
We will be having an informational meeting August 10th at 
7pm in Room 110 to explain how the mission will work, the 
dates, and the cost. This mission will be opened to the District 
and the Conference and it will be ran through Anona UMC. It 
will consist of construction and VBS, but the main purpose is 
to share the love of Christ in ways that make a difference. It 
will be an experience that you don’t want to miss.  

See page 9 for  
additional missions. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
http://www.clothestokids.org/
mailto:koser.randy@gmail.com
mailto:koser.randy@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
The Anona Book Club will meet on Sunday, August 23 in the Anona Chapel at 6:30 p.m. To 
discuss The River is Home by Patrick Smith author of A Land Remembered and published 
by Pineapple Press, 2012. 
 
 
 

The River is Home, Smith's first novel, is the story of Skeeter, a young boy whose family is poor 
in material goods but rich in their appreciation of the beautiful natural surroundings. The river fig-
ures strongly in their lives as a source of life and death. Angel City is the powerful and moving 
expos? of migrant workers in Florida in the 1970s that was made into a critically acclaimed film. 
Smith's depiction of conditions in migrant labor camps drew attention to this appalling situation. 
 
 
Upcoming reading for the club is as follows: 
 

September  In the Woods by Tana French 
October    Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
November   Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy:  Four Women Undercover in the Civil War by Karen Abbott   
 
 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room and invites all 
Anona members and their guests to participate.  
 
For additional information contact Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com. 
 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Clinic 
Cure4Fibromyalgia.com estimates that 5 million Americans suffer from this ailment. If you or someone you know is 
impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo 
complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 
 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, August 8th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 

ACT  TWO conducted its annual planning meeting and is now in the process of establishing programming for the 
remainder of this year and the first few months on 2016. 
 
In August we go to the Trop to watch the Tampa Bay Rays beat up on the New York Mets (Friday August 7th at 
7:30 p.m.)  If you or any of your Anona friends are interested in coming along, please call John Wills (596-5681) to 
get ticket information.  We hope to car pool or possibly use the Anona bus if we have sufficient numbers.   
Deadline to reserve your seat is August 3

rd
. 

 
 
      

14 

VS 



Have we put you to work yet? Have you made any of the ditty bags we told you about in 
the July newsletter? We also told you where these bags would be distributed. Items to be 
placed in these bags include: soap and washcloth, razors, deodorant, toothbrush and 
toothpaste, travel-size shampoo and conditioner, pencils, small notebook, tube socks, 
small package of kleenex and comb or brush. For children - many of the same items, plus 
child's scissors, non-toxic washable washable markers, glue sticks, a stuffed animal or toy. 
 

Again, this year, you will be able to pre-order nuts to be picked up at the bazaar. Orders will be taken and paid for at a 
table in the Market Place on August 16, 23, 30 from 9am – 12:30pm . Pre-order to ensure you get what you want! 

Almost a year before she died, Rev. Mary Eskew-Rowell sat down with Rev. James Williams over lunch.  He asked her 
what was the one common ingredient she had seen in every growing, vital congregation over her 30 years of being a 
church leader.  “She said with a sly grin, ‘I almost hate to give them credit because some of the battles I’ve had to go 
through but it’s the UM Men.  Every church I’ve seen that’s making a difference has a strong UM Men’s ministry.”   

This surprised Rev. Williams, but he said she was right.  There is a positive spirit when men in the local church commit 
to being in consistent ministry and fellowship together.  Rev. Williams says, while women’s ministries tend to happen 
more naturally, getting men together is more like “pulling teeth”.  Getting the right man who have a real heart for this 
ministry is crucial for both the men and the church. 

It is clear, especially here at Anona, that the various ministries involving men of all ages is contributing to the vitality of 
the church.  Our dearly departed Rev. John Hires, who served at churches here and across Florida, told us one time 
that where the Methodist Men’s groups are thriving, so are the churches.  Unfortunately, where such groups are dying, 
so is the church.  John said it is better that such a dying group be put out of its misery than to drag the church down with 
it. 

Younger and fierier men are becoming part of the Florida Conference UMM leadership.  These men see a crisis among 
the family men and the millennials of today and they will move a mountain to invite these men to get into church and 
involved in the UMM Ministry.  To see and hear more about what is happening with the new UMM, go to its  Facebook 
page or to the conference web page shown below.  

 

RETREATS FOR MEN – Methodist Life Enrichment Center – Leesburg/Fruitland Park 

October 9-10, 2015 – “Walking to God’s Dream”  -  Speakers:  Bishop Dick Wills, Rev. Dale Locke, Russ Graves  - a 
day and half focus on establishing a movement of small men’s groups to know God’s Word and become better Christian 
men. 

October 23-25, 2015 – “Partnering with God”  - Speakers:   Rev Ed Diaz,  Dr. Max Wilkins –  two and half days of focus 
on reaching the next generation and addressing men’s concerns.  Music by the Lighthouse Band of Coral Gables.    Get 
more information at www.ummflconf.org  or call toll free 863-858-4985. 

Or contact the District UMM at 727-512-2498 
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NUT PREORDER FORM:   Order Quantity Order Total 

Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves 1 lb $11.00 ea x = 

Healthy Trail Mix 1 lb $7.50 ea x = 

Fancy Medium Pecan Pieces 1 lb $11.00 ea x = 

Giant Malted Milk Balls 1 lb $7.00 ea x = 

Light Walnut Halves and Pieces Mixed 1 lb $10.50 ea x = 

Fruit and Nut Mix 1 lb $7.00 ea x = 

Giant Whole Cashews Roasted/Salted 1 lb $11.00 ea x = 

Dark Chocolate Fruit and Nut (Bridge Mix) 1 lb $8.00 ea x = 

Colossal Pistachios Roasted/Salted 1 lb $9.50 ea x = 

Whole Almonds Roasted and Unsalted 1 lb $8.50 ea x = 

                               Total:   

Name:                               Phone:                     Paid (Cash/Check, Ck #): 



Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 

to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes or minimums in attendance or 

giving; it is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front door of a house 

you want to live in. 

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature, where those wishing to join come forward during worship and vow 

together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 

public way, vows can be taken privately with a Pastor, either in their office, our prayer room, or the Chapel.  Some indi-

viduals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to do what is most comfortable for you as you make 

your commitment to Christ and Christ’s Church. Each one of us is at a different place in the journey.  None of us has all 

of the answers, but together we can discover a deeper faith and knowledge of our God. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either Thurs. Aug. 27th from 5:30-7:00 OR Sun. Aug. 30th from 4:00-5:30 in the front office (off the fellowship 

area).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, 

Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you are 

unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at your convenience. Our next 

Membership Sunday is September 20th. For more information, email sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join 

us as we journey together! 

New Staff 
We are pleased to announce 2 new staff members!  
 

Tim Conwell, has been hired on at Anona Campus as our Director of Technical Arts.  He began on July 13th.  Some of 
his responsibilities will be: building worship technology teams and overseeing all operational technology and worship 
technology aspects, and classroom technology set-up needs.  You may reach him via email: Tim@anona.com or call 
595-2581 x226.  Tim has been a long term member of Anona - you may have seen him playing bass guitar and drums 
in Contemporary Service.  Welcome Tim!! 
 

Steve Livers rejoins our team as the Multi-Site Facilities Manager.  Steve will be managing campus operations, and 
room use.  He will be your go-to for event set-up.  You may reach him via email: Steve@anona.com or call 595-2581 
x227.  Steve is another long term member at Anona.  He is a Stephen Minister, sings in both Sanctuary and Praise 
Choirs, and volunteers on Thursday morning mowing crew.  Welcome back Steve!! 
 
Connection Point 
Are you interested in learning more about Anona’s happenings or want to signup for a class—visit our Connection Point 
desk located in the Fellowship Area (aka Narthex).  If you want to access anona.com but don’t have those capabilities 
at home, our Connection Point volunteers can help get you that information on Sunday mornings. 

 
Magazine Due Date 

Reminders: 
 

 September Magazine due by Friday, August 7 
October Magazine due by Friday, September 4 

Join Us 
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Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
08/01 James Cline 
08/06 Fred Carr 
 Tony Isch 
08/07 Mabel Tryner 
08/09 Bebe Allwood  
 Marie Martin 
 Sed Sedlacek 
08/12 Pat Dull 
08/13 Bob Aarvig 
 Meg Beard 
 Jennie Coiner 
08/14 Joan Boulay 
08/16  Pat Lumley 
08/17 Jack Chase 
08/18 Clarice Personette 
08/19 Donald Rohring 
 Dorothy Ward 
08/20 Doris Blair 
 Margaret Bluze 
 Bob Hilleary 
08/23 Gerri Bacon 
08/24 Ted Deisenroth 
08/25 Bill Sayres 
08/27 Jean Cornillaud 
 Lillian Slater 
 Barbara Sowers 
08/30 Lawrence Edington 

 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
08/01 Jim & Susan Cordea   56 yrs. 
  Harry & Gail Gaines, Sr.    59 yrs. 
  Ron & Pam Putnam   33 yrs. 
  Jeffrey & Sandra VanGuilder   34 yrs. 
08/03 Don & Jan Kucerik   41 yrs. 

  Mac & Ema Leadbeater   52 yrs. 
  Chuck & Betty Oldanie   47 yrs. 
  Bruce & Gail Robertson   52 yrs. 
  Rich & Lee Zeh   47 yrs. 
08/04 Ray & Bonnie Spencer   39 yrs. 
08/05 Chuck & Janet Hooks  65 yrs. 
08/06 Dick & Nancy Bennett   61 yrs. 
  William & Loraina Grace   31 yrs. 
08/07 Steven & Vicki Vann-Berstein 32 yrs. 
08/11 Ted & Beverley Deisenroth  53 yrs. 
  Jim & Sandy Scott   51 yrs. 
08/12 Bob & Lynne Garren   43 yrs. 
  Randy & Linda Koser   54 yrs. 
08/13 Roger & Maureen Dietz   32 yrs 
  Tom & Vivian Smith   48 yrs. 
  Bud & Lisa Williams     37 yrs. 
08/14 Steve & Karen Dobosz   50 yrs. 
  Lyle & Sally Gourley   62 yrs. 
  Hurst & Mary Belle Mitten  55 yrs. 
08/15 Dick & Carolyn Karol  51 yrs. 
08/17 Dale & Sandi Delaney  30 yrs. 
  Michael & Sylvia Nascimben 48 yrs. 
08/19 Bill & Ann Murphy   53 yrs. 
08/20 David & Karen Robbins   32 yrs. 
  Lamar & Cynthia Sprouse  27 yrs. 
08/21 Tom & Luell Chapman    44 yrs.. 
08/24 Larry & Pam Williams  47 yrs. 
08/25 Curt & Donna Howard   36 yrs. 
  Ian & Charmaine Lennox  63 yrs. 
08/26 Tom & Debby Croom   41 yrs. 
  Scott & Allison Hayden  26 yrs. 
  Jim & Liz Kirkman 60 yrs. 
  David & Linda Whisennant  26 yrs. 
08/27 Jim & MaryBell Spangler  65 yrs. 
08/29 Jerry & Pat Dominick     56 yrs. 
08/30 Donald & Eileen Wares   63 yrs. 
08/31 Ron & Pat Ackerman     52 yrs. 
  David & Geri-Kay Lumbard    53 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 
Sandra Graf’s family on the death of Sandra.  Sandra was a long time at-
tender of Anona. 
 
Sandy Shields & family on the death of her mom Vivian Jeffers.  
 
The family of Margaret (Meg) Beard.  Meg joined Anona in 1986. 
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Baptisms 
Jackson Reid Glebowski  
Graham Edward Beliveau  

 
Marriages 

Kyle & Patricia Herman on June19, 2015 

Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



I've been happily married to a wonderful man for most of 25 years.  But as with all marriages, it is not just romance and 
compatibility.  There's a lot of time and emotion and relationship work invested.  In the mid '90s he got a longed-for 
opportunity to work in China.  It was challenging and exciting to be there.   
 
We were part of a relatively small community of expatriates and, since I was no longer working, I joined a women's 
Bible study group and got to know more of God's Word than ever before.  Unfortunately, our marriage was strained 
and we hit a marital roadblock.  I wished I had a chance to talk it over with my family, close friends, or pastor, but they 
were all in the States (no e-mail or Skype back then).  I shared this with my women's Bible study group and asked for 
their prayers, knowing that they would keep it confidential.  I certainly did not want to hurt my husband's career or our 
relationships among expat friends.   
 
After that Bible study session, a woman asked if I'd heard of Stephen Ministers.  My mom's church has a Stephen Min-
istry program, but I didn't know very much about it.  She said that a mutual acquaintance of ours was a Stephen Minis-
ter before moving to China.  She was not technically one now, because they only work under the supervision of their 
church.  She asked if she could share my situation with this Stephen Minister and see if 
she'd talk with me.  My Stephen Minister called me the next day offering to listen confi-
dentially, let me cry on her shoulder, suggest ways to help get through it, and pray with 
me.  God sent me a Stephen Minister when I was 8,000 miles away from home! 
 
Many years later, after God had worked in me, softened some sharp edges, and in-
creased my ability to be compassionate, I was trained to be a Stephen Minister.  Anona 
has a strong Stephen Ministry program filled with caring people who will let you cry, 
pray, and listen confidentially as you share your setbacks and victories as you journey 
through a dark time.  God has us here for you, not 8,000 miles away.  Call and let us 
know if you need one of us. 
 

M.E. Ram 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to church?  
Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church office at 
595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational Care Of-
fice, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in order to 
respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in volun-
teering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   
 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, August 6 and 20, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact 

Joanie Pickens at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

     

     

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 -Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

FX is having a CELEBRATION 

on August 30th! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: FX will be on a break Sunday, August 9th and 

Sunday, August 16th and resumes August 23rd. 
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A Back to School Prayer for our Kids 

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,  and in favor with God and man. ” 

- Luke 2: 52 

 

Lord,  we pray that you will help our children to grow in wisdom this year.  To 

learn everything they are expected to know academically.  To be successful in 

their studies and work diligently in what is asked of them.  To be obedient to 

their teachers and kind to their classmates.  To show kindness and compassion 

to everyone.  Most of all,  Lord,  we pray that you would allow them to grow in 

Your wisdom.     -  Amen 


