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For as the earth brings forth 
its bud, as the garden causes 
the things that are sown in 
it to spring forth, so the 
Lord GOD will cause right-
eousness and praise to spring 
forth before all the nations.  

Isaiah 61:11 
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April 3rd:  Now What?  Galatians 5:1.  Dr. Jack Stephenson.  After Easter comes the great challenge of the Chris-

tian task of Continuance.  Having decided, we continue to decide daily, sometimes hourly.  Sometimes traffic light to 

traffic light.  The decision to live a life in Christ that is resurrected and made new is an every day decision.  God’s part is 

so real.  Lamentations 3:22-23 says “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning.  Great is your faithfulness”.  God’s faithfulness to you never wavers:  Let’s worship today 

and take communion to renew our strength, our will, our continuance, and our faith(fullness). 

April 10th:  We If Only.  Romans 8:1-4.  Rev. Richard Landon.  Regrets.  We all have them, no exceptions.  Howev-

er, what we do with them is up to us.  A great gift of our faith is realizing that there is no regret that God cannot over-

come.  What if the best really could be yet to come? 

April 17th:  Perseverance: Whose race are you running?  Hebrews 12:1-2.  Rev. Jeremy Herrington.   As we face 

times of struggle in life, Christ calls us to persevere. This morning we’re going to talk about the things that weigh us 

down and keep us from running the race well, and how through Christ and our “cloud of witnesses” we can find strength 

and encouragement. 

April 24th:  What’s it all about?  Luke 1:46-55.  It’s time to get back to the basics.  What is the state of our soul and 

body?  Our heart, soul, mind, and strength?  What is the state of our relationships:  With our loved ones?  With our 

neighbors and co-workers?  The stranger?  God?  What is our life all about?  What is my mission?  Why am I here?  

What is my life’s purpose?  Luke 1:46-55, normally quoted during Christmas is Mary’s answer.  “My soul magnifies the 

Lord”. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 

 

My friends here we are in April, and I appeal to you if you haven’t begun to give in a planned way to please make a de-
cision to be committed to your church home.   

For those who have committed to a percent of the family income as your planned giving, please hear my heartfelt 
thanks and praise.  You are doing what committed Christians do and your worship service will be sustained by your 
faithfulness.   

If you haven’t yet committed to planning what you give I want you to know you are needed.  It takes all of us stepping 
up in each service to be the life giving community we are. 

Each worship site is sustained by the giving of the people who attend that site.  Each of our worship services needs the 
people worshiping there to be all in together in the support and dedication to worship that connects us to God, fills us 
with faith, and sends us back into life refreshed by the Spirit.  

Our largest group of families as we look at giving is still the category “no record of contribution”.  My hope is to reduce 
that to our smallest group as we each step up to doing what we can as it compares to our resources.  Each of us has 
different resources, and that’s why percentage giving fits everyone and is what the Bible directs to committed Chris-
tians. 

Remember, if you are still looking in the purse or wallet as the plate comes by, I am asking you to instead plan your 
monthly giving based on a percentage of your income and give that regularly.  If you don’t have envelopes sent to you 
and you plan to use them please let the church know and we will get on that.   

Most of our world is moving to on line automatic payments using a checking account.  That is our largest trend in giv-
ing.  That is a decision that can be simply done and your commitment to the church is steady and regular. 

However you do it, please decide to become intentional, regular, and planned.   
 

Jack 
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Perseverance 

 
The Bible is full of stories of people who have been in bad situations, down on their luck, persecuted by others, had their 
hearts broken, and felt they were all alone.  Even the great biblical figures, like Moses, David, the Prophets, Jesus, his 
Disciples, and Paul had their time of hardship and difficulty, doubt and uncertainty.  Perseverance is refusing to give up 
when life gets hard.  You’ve heard the saying ”it does not matter how many times you’ve been knocked down but how 
many times you get up” (attributed to Col. George Custer & Vince Lombardi)  To persevere is to keep getting up, to keep 
moving forward, to accept what is and not let it defeat you.   
 
Believe me, I know, this is all easier said than done.  This monthly theme could not have come at a better time in my 
own life.  When disappointments and difficult situations happen, it can be very hard to keep getting back up.  When we 
want things as they were or we want our situation to change for the better and it doesn’t appear it will happen, our 
strength to get up again may start to fade and we begin to feel helpless, depressed, and hopeless.   
 
So how do we find the strength to persevere, to hang tough and keep going?  Our faith, our Christian values, teachings, 
and community can be that source.  Join us in our worshiping community this month as we explore four biblical passag-
es so that when life gets hard we can remember; 1) God is with us, 2) see how others have persevered, 3) what Jesus 
did for us, and 4) you can help others persevere. 
 
Are you now or have you been in a bad situation, down on your luck, feel persecuted by others, had your heart broken, 
or feel all alone? You’re not the only one!!!  You can get bitter (stay down) or you can get better (get up).  Come, let’s get 
up together.  
 

Pastor Gary 
 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 BREAKFAST!! 
 

Join us the first Saturday of each month for our  
$4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 4 

 

Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

 
I’d like to send out a BIG thank you to all of our worship arts groups, volunteers, and staff who helped make our Holy 
Week and Easter Season such a memorable experience! We are blessed to have so many talented and passionate indi-
viduals who come together in community each week to help lead us in powerful moments in worship, and it is a blessing 
to serve with you. Safe travels to our northern friends and winter residents as they head back to cooler weather, and a 
reminder that there is much more to come this Spring and Summer in our worship experiences here at Anona, so stay 
tuned! 

 
 

LOOKING TO SERVE? 
 

We have a place for YOU! 
 

This is the perfect time to come in and check out 
 some of our worship arts teams!  

No experience is required! 
On the job training is available! 

 
e-mail Jeremy for more information: 

Jeremy@anona.com 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 
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Our Anona culture is often about the adjectives more than the nouns.  For instance: 

It is that worship is inspiring, that matters to us more than the proper style or form.  That Leadership is em-
powering of those led, raising up rather than putting down.  Ministry and volunteerism is based on the gifts of 
the person, setting them up for success rather than the drudgery of “somebody’s got to do it”.  Our spirituality 
is passionate, our structures effective, our small groups about the whole person, our evangelism is oriented 
toward what people need, and our relationships are guided by love. 

The adjectives often speak louder than the nouns.  We all are people.  The question is, What kind of person 
are we?  We know we are a Church.  What kind of Church are we? 

Our culture strives for being described with healthy adjectives so that there is a surprising quality to a person 
encountering us as a person or as a people. 

People don’t just go to Church.  We all go to a church that is the kind of Church we are seeking.  My prayer 
for us is that people find more of those adjectives than they were even looking for. 

The heritage and culture of Anona lives in our 
newest campus at St. Petersburg College. Last 
month 360 United’s Change the World Sunday 
shut down our normal worship service for one 
Sunday. Instead of gathering inside the walls of a 
building for worship, the church left the building and worshiped with our hearts and hands. Instead of merely praying for 
those in need we helped build a home for Habitat for Humanity. Instead of singing songs, we whistled as we worked on 
landscaping for some transitional housing at Community Services Foundation. Rather than being fed with Communion, 
we (Anona and 360 United) fed 25,000 people in cooperation with RCS Food Pantry and Meals of Hope.  

Worship can take many forms and seeing our children, youth, and adults of all ages out serving in the name of Christ 
provided a strong vision of what the church is and can be for our community. Thank you to everyone that helped from 
our 360 United and Anona campuses! We are Better Together! 

360 United April Sermon Series: “If” 

There are many moments in my life where I look back and wonder, “If...” When you think about it, “If” is a powerful word 
that can lead to guilt and regrets or dreams and opportunities. The question is, “What words do we attach to our ‘ifs’”? 
Are they words that provide excuses and accusations directed toward ourselves or others or are they words that inspire 
us to overcome regrets and propel us into a new future filled with hope? This month we look at our lives from the per-
spective of “if”...that is, if you decide to come and join us. 

April 3rd: If Only (Romans 8:1-4) Regrets.  We all have them, no exceptions.  What we do with them is up to us.  
There is no regret that God cannot overcome.  What if the best is yet to come? 

April 10
th

:  As If (Romans 8:5-18) The power of faith is the power of hope.  It is living as if.  Faith sees the invisible and 
believes the impossible.  The as if life allows us to defy our circumstances.  This week we look at how God’s promises 
become our reality. 

April 17
th

:  What If (Romans 8:19-33) Dreams always start with what if?  What if you knew you couldn’t fail – what 
would you do?  What if time or money weren’t an issue – what God-sized goal would you go after?  If you’re looking for 
an excuse, you’ll always find one.  Maybe it’s time to quit asking why and start asking why not. 

April 24
th

:  No Ifs, Ands, or Buts about It (Romans 8:34-39) There are opportunities around us all the time.  Some 
come disguised as problems.  The apostle Paul says, “If God is for us, who is against us?”  What if we already have the 
victory?  Knowing that, what are your ifs, ands, or buts? 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE, 11:00am in Room 117 (off of Contemporary Worship Center 
SGX is a time when k-5th grade students can come together in small groups and experience 
God’s word through games, crafts, fun and friendships!  

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The 

weekly message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging 

Characters, and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a con-

sistent environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  

which helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

April 2016:  

Memory Verse: “But  those who trust the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and 
not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak.” Isaiah 40:31 NIrV 
 

This month in FX and SGX,  we’re talking about PERSEVERENCE—Refusing to give up 
when life gets hard.  Just like runners who have to show perseverance in a race, Chris-
tians often show perseverance in their faith.  Jesus never promised that following him 
would be easy. But, just as he encouraged his disciples, he encourages us with these 
words: “But have no fear, I have won the battle over the world.” We can push through our 
difficult times when we believe in what God can do!  



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Spring is Here! 

The school year is winding down and we are marching toward the end of year celebrations, conferences and VPK gradu-
ation.  It is difficult to imagine that another year in the life of our school is coming to a close.  So much has been accom-
plished during these brief months.  Milestones have been met, skills practiced and mastered and the soil for future learn-
ing has been prepared.    
 
We have spent the last several months working through the 7 Powers and 7 Skills of Conscious Discipline® during 
our chapel time together.  For April, our focus is on the Power of Intention/the Skill of Consequences.  Consequences 
is the last skill covered because the first six skills are prerequisites for the appropriate, effective use of Consequences, 
which requires the adults to be in a composed, self-regulated state.     
 
Consequences are also challenging because of our confusion about the difference between punishment and conse-
quence.  Punishment is something adults impose upon children when they have done something wrong.  It is focused on 
blame and control of the child by adults who often seek to remove something the child values in order to control behavior.  
Consequences, by contrast, happen all the time.  They naturally occur as a result of the choices made.  For consequenc-
es to be an effective tool to help children learn, we must teach children how to recognize and become conscious of their 
feelings.  Once they are conscious of the feelings that lead to their choices, they can reflect on the resulting consequence 
of their choice.  This allows children to learn from their mistakes instead of repeating them.   This process is a journey for 
both the children and the adults who lead and teach them; a journey that culminates is self-regulation and social-
emotional competence. 
 
To help learn responsibility, our Community Connection for the month of April is the annual Playground Beautification 
Day at Anona Child Development Center.  The School Family™, Home Families and our Church Family are invited to join 
together on April 16

th
 as we clean, paint, repair and spruce up our favorite learning center – the PLAYGROUND. You are 

invited and encouraged to join us!  Be sure to bring your wheelbarrow, gloves, shovels, rakes and your helpful spirit.   We 
will meet at 8:00 AM on the playground.  Food and childcare will be provided. Call the school office for childcare reserva-
tions or for more information, 593-KIDS.  We hope to see you there and as always…  

 

We wish you well, 

Pam and Marion 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In April, we will be teaching our preschool children about My 
Neighborhood, The Good Shepard & Wolf, and The Lord’s Sup-
per.    

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 



 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Spirited Sisters 
Small Group highlight 
 

Spirited Sisters welcomes women of all ages into a safe 
environment for spiritual growth.  Weekly discussion cen-
ters on the sermon and how to apply it to our lives. To 
grow in our hope and faith in Christ Jesus/God through 
the fellowship of the sisters and the loving encouragement 
we offer one another during our time together.  To share 
our lives with one another and in doing so, to share the 
love of God to create an atmosphere of trust, comfort, and 
peace, a place of refreshment from the cynicism of the 
world. To build one another up in faith and love.  
 

Join Spirited Sisters on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 6:30-
8:30pm in the Chapel Library.   
 

Questions, contact Kathy Snead: 727-543-4297 9 

Do you sometimes feel that you should be doing more to feed your spiritual side?  Coming to Worship is a vital first 
step in making that connection with God, it’s like breakfast, the most important meal of the day.  But, we all need 
more than just breakfast to keep us at our best!  Consider attending some Anona small groups or get involved in the 
next seasonal study (tbd).  
 

SUNDAY CLASSES AND FELLOWSHIP GROUPS: 

Bible Fellowship, 9:30am in Bride’s Room – An adult group that seeks to understand God's Word and apply it in 
practical ways to everyday experiences.  Focus is on study of books of Scripture for sharing and discussion.  Lead-
ers to Contact: Ian Lennox, ilennox@verizon.net 

FAST Crowd, 9:30am in Room 110 - A large class that enjoys fellowship and Bible study using a wide variety of cur-
riculum to bring faith to life in light of today's world.  Class largely includes individuals and couples in their forties up 
to retirees but all are welcome.  Leader to Contact: Jim Dyson, jdysonla@tampabay.rr.com 

Spirited Sisters, 6:30pm in Chapel Library 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month - All women are welcomed into a safe 
and inviting small group where one can find support and prayer. Also includes discussions centered around the ser-
mon and how to apply it to our lives.  Leader to Contact: Kathy Snead, khuff2@tampabay.rr.com 

 

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY CLASSES: 

Men’s Bible Study, 7:00pm on Mondays – A small group of men of all ages who meet to study the Bible. A discus-
sion format is followed with time for questions and answers.  Leader to Contact: Ian Lennox, ilennox@verizon.net 

Men’s Sharing Group, 6:45am on Tuesdays in Wesley Hall – A Tuesday early morning men's group.  Leader to Con-
tact: Larry Cottrell, lcc1462@aol.com 

Women's Bible Study, 7:00pm on Tuesdays and 10:00am Thursdays in Room 110 – We know the attributes of the 
Father and the forgiveness through the Son, but what do we know about the Holy Spirit?  You are welcomed into an 
in-depth study of this very special Gift God promises to all who believe in him.  Many women enjoy this group for it's 
spiritual guidance and welcoming atmosphere.  Leader to Contact: Charmaine Lennox, charmainelen-
nox5@icloud.com 

Pastor's Study, 10:30am on Wednesdays in Room 110 – An advanced class that touches on elements of courses 
offered at seminary and studies a variety of subjects including but not limited to Bible, theology, and Christian histo-
ry. Leader: Jack Stephenson, Contact: Kathy Freeburg, cfreebur@tampabay.rr.com 

 
 

Sign up for any class at Connection Point, or online at www.anona.com/adultgroups.   
The registration form is at the bottom of the page—type class name in the subject line.  

The HUB 
a young adult ministry group 

 
The Hub is based out of Anona UMC, but  

welcomes all people from the ages of 18-28,  
to part take in an awesome time of community, 

growth, and service with one another.  
 

We meet at the Anona Campus on  
Sundays at 8pm. Food is provided.  

 
If you have any questions you can Facebook, 

Faniel Pradel, the Hub Director,  
or email him: fanielpradel@gmail.com.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

2 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

3      RCS Food Pantry 
              Missions Expo 
5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

4 

10:00 AM Knitting Group, UMW Board 

  6:30 PM Disciple III 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

5 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

10:30 AM Choraliers                        

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                Sew Much Fun, Walk Live 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, Walk Live 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

7 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Outbound Team, Disciple I 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

8 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

9 

10     Change 4 Change 
5:00 PM Youth Group    

11 

10:00 AM Knitting Group 
  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, Disciple III   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

12 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                                     

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                Sew Much Fun, Walk Live 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 

13 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, Walk Live 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

14 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship    

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Disciple I  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

15 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

16 

17 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

18 

  8:00 AM Church Council 

10:00 AM Knitting Group 

  6:30 PM Disciple III 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

19 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:30 AM Choraliers                        

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class, SPRC  

                Sew Much Fun, Walk Live 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 

20 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, Walk Live 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

21 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Disciple I  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

22 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

23 

24 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

25 

10:00 AM Knitting Group 
  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, Disciple III   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

26 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                                         

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                Sew Much Fun, Walk Live 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 

27 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, Walk Live 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

28 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  6:00 PM Disciple I  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

29 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

30 
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OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at www.anona.com/academy, or contact 
Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your 
schedule whenever possible. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE!  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship funds are now available for stu-
dents in financial need.  We look forward to serving you! 

SUMMER LESSONS:  The Academy teaches year-round.  Summer is a great time to begin lessons as we all have 
more time and teaching schedules are more flexible.  Please consider registering for lessons now. 

RECITAL 2016:  Academy Recital 2016 will be held on Friday, May 20, 2016 at 7pm for students grade 6 and above, 
and on Saturday, May 21 at 3pm for students K-5th grade.  Recital Rehearsals will be on Mon. May 16 for students per-
forming on Friday, and Wed. May 18 for students performing on Sat.  Please mark your calendars.  All are welcome to 
attend and refreshment will be served.   

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need 
of keyboards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Thanks to the Hammond family for their March gift to the Academy scholarship fund.  Please 
consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians.  We are in particular need of an 
upright piano for a student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real piano.  Tax receipt available upon 
request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Donation” marked in the memo 
space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to 
Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

PRACTICE TIPS:  Even though the piano is not an instrument which operates on breath, like the clarinet or flute, 
breathing is important to getting a piece off to a good start.  We know that before beginning a piece we must count at 

least one measure in our minds.  The pianist should breathe on the final beat of that measure before the first note 
played.  This will set up our rhythm.  Happy practicing! 

This I Know 

After listening to the presidential debates, reading the papers, watching each candidate promise us what they will do for 
America and the people, I fell asleep the other night thinking I don’t know what to believe anymore.  

I woke up at 4:00 A.M and felt the desire to meditate and pray in the contemplative discipline I have come to enjoy (not 
often enough). After two hours of trying to get my breathing, clearing, and listening in sink, I began to hear the little 
song, “Jesus Loves Me This I Know”.  My whole day was full of reminders that Jesus loves me. Here are a few I would 
like to share with my Church family: 

The past two years have been challenging to me personally, making counseling sometimes a difficult task. I know Jesus 
loves me because Dina Meitner has been like a rock in our counseling center, and for me personally. 

Three years ago the counseling center went through some challenging times that required us to make tough choices 
that proved to be the right ones. I know Jesus loves me because we now have three new counselors utilizing our offic-

es. You will be formally introduced to all the counselors and our specialties when we update our website. 

Today Jesus loves me, “This I know”  

When you find yourself in a place where you are just so confused you don’t know what to believe, who to believe, or if 
you believe, try the words that remind us that we are weak, but He is strong. Thank you Dina, Thank you Trina, Thank 
you Maria, and Thank you Nikki.  

Terry 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 

Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 
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Guatemala:  Mission POSSIBLE 

Fifteen years.  Does that seem POSSIBLE?  It’s been fifteen years since Jim and Brenda Rau floated the idea of medi-
cal mission in Guatemala.  How many trips?  How many patients treated?  How many glasses fitted?  How many teeth 
pulled?  How many of our Guatemalan neighbors felt the love of Christ through the caring hands of His servants in mis-
sion?  DOES it make a DIFFERENCE? 

We could try to quantify that question with statistics, photos, and a lot of heartfelt story-telling.  But here is the reality of 
medical mission in Guatemala:  no matter what village we go to, no matter how long we work, the Hands of Healing 
team cannot possibly see every person in desperate need of medical / dental care. 

On October 20th, 2015, the HOH team arrived in the village of Nahuala  to find over 200 people waiting.  There were 
many sick children, brought to our clinic by their parents.  As the crowd surged into the courtyard, a photo was taken 
that captures the essence of medical mission in Guatemala.  Look at the photo now, what do you see on their faces? 

It is the look that a parent has when they are desperate to have their child seen by a doctor or dentist, and their expres-
sion is the beginning realization that the team cannot possibly see even half of those needing to be seen.  It is the look 
that a mother has when her child has a persistent fever, the normal remedies aren’t working, and there is a doctor 20 
feet away who won’t be able to see every sick child.  It is the frustration that stems from a hard life where medical, den-
tal and vision care is financially out of reach except for the occasional visiting team, and then that team cannot meet 
their need, cannot see their sick child, cannot pull their child’s tooth that has been impacted or infected for weeks.  It is 
the frustration of an elderly woman who hasn’t been able to earn a wage because she can’t see to weave anymore, and 
there are too many people to be fitted for glasses. 

Does HOH make a difference?  Of course!  To the thousands of patients who experienced the love of Christ through the 
hearts and hands of dedicated teams since 1998, of course it makes a difference!   The hundreds of good people that 
we could not see represent the source of our inspiration and determination to return to Guatemala as often as possible.   
Until we don’t have to turn people away, until this developing country finds its way in health care for all, and until God 
wants us elsewhere, Hands of Healing accepts the challenge of mission POSSIBLE in Guatemala! 

Now, when I say “Hands of Healing”, I am, of course, including all those who have so graciously and generously sup-
ported this mission for fifteen years, and all those who are moved by the desperate human condition in Guatemala. 

The Hands of Healing biennial fund-raising auction will be held on April 15th, 2016, at the Belleair Country Club, please 
visit https://handsofhealing.ejoinme.org/auction for more information!   

Direct financial support is always gratefully received, providing medicine, vitamins, and medical supplies, and helps to 
defray the cost of getting these essential supplies to Guatemala.  Please visit our website at http://
www.handsofhealingmedicalmissions.com 

Hands of Healing is always grateful to receive medical sup-
plies:  band aids, gauze bandages, elastic bandages, non-
stick dressings, medical tape, orthopedic supplies, glucome-
ters with test strips, pulse oximeters, collapsible canes, fold-
ing walkers, syringes & needles, insulin syringes, nebulizers, 
nebulizer set-ups, Albuterol, misc medical supplies, reading 
glasses (must be labeled with strength), non-prescription 
sunglasses, toothbrushes, toothpaste, adult and children 
vitamins, infant vitamin drops (all medication must be sealed 
and an expiration of 2017 or later).  We are also in need of 
large, travel-ready suitcases. 

Please watch for a supplies-drive coming this summer!  With 
your help, we will ship essential medical supplies to Guate-
mala in advance of the October mission! 

Thank you and many blessings for your continued support of 
our good friends and neighbors in Guatemala! 

Box Tops for Education 

Box Tops for Education was established, by General Mills in 1996. To date they have contributed 400 million dollars to 
schools. There are 30,000 schools nationwide that participate in this program. Ridgecrest Elementary School is one of 
them.  

You ask, how much can Ridgecrest receive from this simple program. Well, in 2013-2014 Keswick Christian School in 
St. Petersburg, FL received $50,000 from General Mills.  

This money can be used to purchase school supplies, new books, playground equipment, field trips and/or classroom 
parties. At Ridgecrest School, the classroom that collects the most box tops is awarded a popcorn or popsicle party. 

Let’s set Anona’s goal high, and collect 200 labels a week for the year 2016. Now you ask, where can I put all the labels 
that you have collected? The boxes are located in FX, the Narthex, the choir room, and outside Traditional sanctuary.  

Ridgecrest and Anona thanks you for your support. 



 
The Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday April 26th in the chapel 
conference room to discuss Skeletons on the Zahara, a true story of 
survival by Dean King and published by Time Warner Book Group 
(2004).  
 
Skeletons on the Zahara: A True Story of Survival is a 2004 nonfiction 
book written by maritime historian Dean King. It is based on two of the 

survivors' journals, primarily Captain James Riley's memoir Sufferings in Africa. To research 
the book, Dean King embarked on a National Geographic Society sponsored expedition to re-
trace the horrific journey of Riley and his crew across the Saharan desert.   
 
The Book Club usually meets at 6:30pm on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel 
Conference Room and invites all Anona members and their guests to participate.  For addition-

al information contact Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.   
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, will be back in October.  Thank you Vada Mae Eder for offering this class while you are local.  Have 
a great summer and we look forward to your class again in the fall. 
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
MARY FELLOWSHIP, one of Anona's small groups, will meet on THURSDAY, APRIL 14th at 
1:00pm.  We have an inspirational devotional and an interesting program presented by either one 
of our members or an invited guest.  We always begin our meetings with refreshments, Christian 
fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  Please call Judy Crossman at 727-595-6872 for more infor-
mation or questions about the upcoming program. 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month, 11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to 
you! Next Meeting is: Saturday, April. 9th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 

Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers is an Anona small group for which all seasonal residents and 
all Anona seasonal residents are invited!  In April we will have the following events: 
 
 

April 1...Meet at 11:00 a.m. for our final luncheon at "The Pub", 20025 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks 
Beach.  Lunch from the menu. Sign up at the Connection Point. 
 

The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide information 
about Anona, and grow spiritually.  Monthly outings are also planned for some months.   
 
Thank you to all the seasonal residents who have come to worship at Anona and participated in 
various small groups or bible studies.  Have safe travels as you journey home. 

ACT TWO: We are going on an outing guaranteed to make you laugh on Saturday, April 25th. Car pooling from the 
church, we will meet at 4:00 p.m. and make our way to Ed Fletcher’s Early Bird Dinner Theatre, 13355 49th Street 
North, Clearwater to experience a production of Hotbed Hotel, by Michael Parker. 

Synopsis:  

 Terri and Brian Cody are hoping to sell their “One Star Hotel” in the Florida Keys, to the only man who has ex-
pressed any interest in buying it, a Mr. Sam Lewis from New York.  
 In order to bolster Mr. Lewis's interest, Terri and Brian devise a plan to make the hotel appear busier and more 
prosperous than it actually is. Their staff will masquerade as paying guests, thereby, giving Mr. Lewis the impression 
that the hotel is overflowing with loyal customers and vacationers.  
 But their plan has one hitch, as their entire staff consists of a maintenance man named Hopkins and a curvaceous 
housemaid named Maureen! Let the laughs begin. . .  

Our host for this event is Margaret Morris. She would like your reservation and $ 30.00 per person payment ($30.00 
per person for buffet dinner and show – gratuity and beverages additional charge) by April 21st.  Please call her (to 
let her know “the check is in the mail”  727-584-5874. 
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United Methodist Women 
 
The Anona United Methodist Women (UMW) have elected the following officers.   
(Installation to be scheduled.) 
  
    President:   Joan Hoffman until June 30 
    Secretary:  Judy Lee 
    Treasurers:  Donna Lewis and Joan Augustine 
    Spiritual Growth:  Fran Lonsdale 
    Education & Interpretation:  MaryBelle Mitten until June and then Joan Hoffman 
    Communications Coordinator:  Joan Augustine 
    Bazaar Coordinator:  Joan Augustine 
    Historian:  MaryBelle Mitten 
    Membership Nurture & Outreach:  Sharron Seiberth & Fran Lonsdale 
    Nominations:  Joan Augustine & Karen Creamer 
  
For our April Rachel Circle Meeting on Thursday, April 13, at 1 PM there will be a special program on Human Trafficking 
presented by Lorraine Mayfield-Brown in Room 110.  It is open to all Anona United Methodist Church women.  Hope to 
see you there.  It should be very informative. 
  
  
If you have any questions, please contact Joan Augustine, email: jaugustine1@tampabay.rr.com or phone: 223-3631. 

Events Happening in Men’s Ministry: 

Spiritual Gifts Retreat w/Bishop Carter – For Couples & Singles     

April 15 - April 17, 2016    

Life Enrichment Center 4991 Picciola Road Fruitland Park, FL 34731  
(outside of  Leesburg, FL) 

 

Featuring Bishop Kenneth Carter, Pam Carter & John Riley with music by the Light-
house Band of Coral Gables. 

 
Phone:  850-545-4594      Email:  info@ummflconf.org     Website:  http://ummflconf.org  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Coming to Largo/Clearwater on April 23rd!! 

Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Equipping Conference – Faith UMC Fort Myers 

Next Steps for Men  

Saturday, April 23, 2016 from 8:30 AM to 4:55 PM (EDT)  

Abundant Life Ministries  
1550 S Belcher Rd  
Largo , FL 33771  

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-iron-sharpens-iron-national-mens-equipping-conference-clearwater-fl-tickets-
19923511760   

For registration info for either of these events, contact Chet Klinger at 727-512-2498 or cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com 

Meanwhile, Ian Lennox was re-elected secretary of the Gulf Central District United Methodist Men, and Chet Klinger, 
president.  Along with other officers and members from Palm Harbor UMC, Parrish UMC, East Lake UMC, First UMC of 
Gulfport, Mt Zion UMC in Clearwater, Curlew UMC, and Manatee UMC,  UMM leaders attended this year’s District 
Leadership training at Palm Harbor.  Men’s ministry leaders were introduced to the Fresh Start Probation ministry and to 
a host of resources and connections for putting new life in men’s ministries programs.  Booklets entitled Extending Our 
Reach from the national UMM were distributed.  Outreach ministries called Helping Hands and Tool Belts, Inc. 
were mentioned.  
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Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either: Sunday, May 1st from 4:00-5:30, Wednesday, May 4th at 10:30, Thurs. May 5th from 5:30-7:00 in the 

front office (off the fellowship area).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s disci-

pleship pathway to Worship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a 

tour of the campus.  If you are unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at 

your convenience. Our next Membership Sunday is May 22nd. For more information, email sandy@anona.com or call 

595-2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 
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Join Us 

The Welcome Team has a delicious recipe that is prepared each New Member Sunday!  Anyone 
who has tried this dip has said how much they like it.  Thank you Eileen Fynan for making it each 

New Member Sunday and providing the recipe below. 
 

Anona Welcome Dip 
 

2 (8 oz) packages cream cheese , softened 
1 (8 oz) can crushed pineapple, drained  

1 teaspoon season salt 
1/2 cup finely chopped green bell pepper 

1/4 cup finely chopped green onion 
3/4 cup chopped pecans 

 
Mix pineapple and season salt into softened cream cheese. Add in green pepper, green onions and 

chopped pecans. Mix well to combine all ingredients. Chill for at least 1 hour before serving.  
 

Enjoy! 
 
 
 

Magazine Due Date 
Reminders: 

 

May Magazine due by Friday, April 1 
 June Magazine due by Friday, May 6 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
04/01 Mathilda Schultz 
 Jean Steed  
04/02 Carol Walker 
04/05 Hazel Flory 
04/06 MaryBell Spangler 
 Pat Winston 
04/09 Prentice Dort 
04/10 Sara Horch 
04/11 Bob Cottrell 
 Jerry Dominick 
04/12  John Jones  
 Esther McCann 
 John Snyder 
04/13 Dan Collett 
 Ken Weaver 
04/14 Pat Blandford 
 Don Morrison 
 Bill Sowers  
04/16 June Krout 
04/17 John Roush 
04/19 Tom Davis 
 Dot Smith 
04/20 Anna Hyden 
04/22 Louis Grimm 
04/23 Jeanne Heubek 
04/26 Dolly Maust 
04/27 Ruth Coopwood 
 Vera Lawhon 
 Betty Smuts 
04/28 Roger Hayes 
 Joan Johansen 
04/29 Jan Murray 
 Geneva Tibbetts 

 
 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
04/01    Al & Kathy Bouchard 47 yrs. 
04/02    Charles & Nancy Kubecka 45 yrs. 
04/04 Harry & Lynn Jones 29 yrs. 
  Carl & Marian Liswith 63 yrs. 
  Tim & Ruth McGee 29 yrs. 
04/05 Bill & Winnie McGill 46 yrs.  
04/06 Ronald & Linda Cinnamon 48 yrs. 
             Dave & Pat Lambert 53 yrs. 
             Wayne & Kathy Sincich 31 yrs. 
04/09    John & Theresa Leinbach 33 yrs. 
04/10    Nicholas & Jena Fritsch 37 yrs. 
04/11    Robert & Jeri Menendez 35 yrs. 
04/12    Mike & Evie Bowles 58 yrs.  
04/14    Steve &Karen Horning 36 yrs. 
04/15    Alden & Ann Burnett 66 yrs. 
04/18    Gary & Mary Watson 46 yrs.   
04/19 Doug & Mary Manning 30 yrs. 
  Herb & Mary Leslie 68 yrs. 
04/20 Rowe & Helen Hudson 49 yrs. 
04/22 David & Mary Halliday 38 yrs. 
             Don & Pat Morrison 61 yrs. 
04/23    Jon & Sheryl Harms 33 yrs. 
             Chris & Susie Moritz 50 yrs. 
04/24    Gary & Lori Beese 40 yrs. 
             Chuck & Jean Lutton 62 yrs. 
  Michael & Susan Nagy 35 yrs. 
  Tom & Cindy Showalter 29 yrs. 
04/25 Thomas & Paige Rapson 46 yrs. 
04/26    Bill & Jan Kniesly 37 yrs. 
             Will & Ginny LaBrant 47 yrs. 
04/27 Tom & Pat Blandford 59 yrs. 
      Rick & Lavern Flannigan 42 yrs. 
             Greg & Susan Walker 43 yrs. 
04/28 Kevan & Stacia Littlefield 26 yrs.  
  Dana & Lindy Reynolds 32 yrs. 
04/29    Frank & Barbara Burkett 60 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 

David Rogers and Family on the death of Mary Rogers.  Mary joined Anona in 
1972. 
 
The Family of Jean Halvorsen.  Jean joined Anona in 2013. 
 
The Family of Bill Pritchett.  Bill joined Anona in 2013. 
 
The Family of Gertrud Williams.  Gertrud was an affiliate member since 1991. 
 
The Gehring Family on the death of Louise “Pat” Dull.  Pat joined Anona in 1994. 
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Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area.  

God Bless You 
 

Britta Violet Sweers 



A Stephen Minister’s Story 

 

Life had been good.  We had a nice home and had done a lot of traveling.  My husband had his own business, but I 
sensed something was changing.  He kept insisting everything was OK, but I felt it wasn’t. 

In the fall of 2007, I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  I had surgery the beginning of 2008 and was in chemo for 54 
weeks.  During this time, I received a phone call from my husband’s business partner telling me what had been going 
on.  I found an attorney and filed for divorce the next day.  I started packing and bringing my belongings to friends’ 
houses.  Friends took me in- one after another.  I had a real good look at homelessness.  In two years my divorce from 
a 46 year marriage was final.  I had lost everything except me. 

My family helped me buy a condo.  I moved in, fixed it up and left town for Christmas with my children.  When I  arrived 
back home, I was met by water coming out the front door.  I was unable to occupy my condo for ten months, but once 
again my friends stepped in. The repairs were massive- more than insurance would cover. 

I realize now that there was nothing of all this that did not make me stronger and more thankful for my faith, my friends 
and my family. 

There comes a time in your life when you walk away from all the drama and those who create it.  You purposely sur-
round yourself with those who help you laugh, focus on the good and let go of the bad.  You love the people who treat 
you well and pray for those who do not. Falling down is part of life, but getting back up is living.  I am a Stephen Minis-
ter because God blessed me in so many powerful ways during my journey.  I want to let others who are hurting know 
He is there for them too. 

 

 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

\ 
 

If you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to 
church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church 
office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational 
Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in 
order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in 
volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, April 7 and 21, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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April 22nd 
Earth Day 

 
Let’s care for God’s 
beautiful creation, 

EARTH! 



 
Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit #4000 

St. Petersburg, FL 

Anona United 
Methodist Church 

       

A Multi-Site Community 

13233 Indian Rocks Road 

                Largo, FL 33774 

 VOLUME 2016     

ISSUE 4 

April 


