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August 7th: The Fall.  Genesis 3:1-24.  The story of the fall is a central story for our people.  It is instruc-
tive for everyday living for every Christian regardless of age.  When we choose to disobey God we are con-
sciously deciding that we think our way is better than God’s way; a path that often leads to destruction.  
There is a better way.  Bottom Line: I should trust and obey, even when I think my way is better.   

August 14th: Noah.  Genesis 6-8.  The world around us is often rushing toward destruction.  Trust your 
mother… “Everybody was doing it” never got past her, and it doesn’t pass the test of wisdom either.  Bottom 
Line: I should trust and obey, even when others don’t. 

August 21st: Abraham Follows God.  Genesis 12:1-5, 13:2-18, 15:1-6.  I have a couple of paintings, both 
done by loved ones that shows a path in the woods.  In both you can only see a little way, the rest is trust.  
Bottom Line: I should trust and obey, even if I don’t know how it will all work out. 

August 28th: Abraham and Isaac.  Genesis 18, 21-22.  God has a plan for your life and for all of us.  We 
can lean into that assurance.  Bottom Line: I should trust and obey, because there’s a bigger plan. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 

Dear Anona Family, 

My friends, I am writing this back in July (publishing deadlines put us a month or more ahead of when you 
read this).  As the theme for the month of August is being planned we are living through the police shootings 
in Dallas in the midst of a peaceful demonstration and the fatal shootings in Baton Rouge and Falcon 
Heights Minnesota.  

Never has there been a more important time for our children and youth to hear the gospel about this.  Amaz-
ingly, our theme, planned for part of a three year cycle through scripture in character themes for our stu-
dents is “Trust your leaders.  Put yourselves under their authority.  Do this, because they keep watch over 
you.” Hebrews 13:17 

Our church is committed to raising disciplined, responsible, Christian men and women.  Our children and 
youth will be learning character, respect, and honor.  They will be taught to respect authority and trust their 
leaders. 

As they do, we will be mirroring those themes and scriptures so that parents and grandparents may relate to 
the younger generation and homes may be a place of Christian conversation about the real issues of life. 

Of course mindless obedience to authority will not be what we teach.  Dissent is the right of a free people.  
We want our youth to be able to question authority.  It’s one of the things that make a great culture.  To trust 
and obey however the default is we teach and when we disagree with authority to not let our anger move us 
to sin, but to disagree in appropriate and helpful ways. 

Ironically, we adults will be entering a challenge in this as the fall elections approach. 

Your Pastor, 
 

Jack Stephenson 
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Obedience - children doing what their parents ask of them. 
Obedience - adhering to the rules and regulations of our business or organization. 
Obedience - observing the laws of government; local, regional, national & International. 
Obedience - trusting God and following his commandments. 

So…how would you rate your obedience level in the examples above; great, good, fair, poor?  So often it depends on 
the situation.  As children, we want to make decisions for ourselves and are sure we know better than our parents what 
is best for us (sound like a conversation you have had with your children?).  We don’t always observe all the laws out 
there, after all, going just 5 miles over the speed limit is OK isn’t it (especially when everybody else is passing me)?  
How about some of those silly regulations and guidelines we have to follow in our businesses or organizations that seem 
so unnecessary, time consuming and expensive to follow?  And don’t even get me started on trying to follow Jesus com-
mandment to love my neighbor as myself.  Surely he wasn’t talking about mean people, or people that are different than 
me?  It seems that obedience can be a hard thing to follow. 

As a young adult working with the Appalachia Service Project, I was driving a station wagon with two other people and 
supplies heading for a worksite when the right front tire blew out. We were on one of those narrow, steep, twisty roads in 
the back hollows of the mountain and the car started skidding toward the edge.  I didn’t have much experience on moun-
tain roads, much less when a tire suddenly blows, and my instincts were to turn the wheel away from the way the car 
was sliding and keep my foot on the brakes.  Fortunately I had Tex Evans in the seat beside me.  He was the director/
founder of the project and had lots of experience driving in the mountains.  He immediately began giving me instructions, 
some of which seemed utterly ridiculous, like turn the wheel toward the skid (not away from it) take your foot off the 
break, now steer in the other direction, slowly put on the break and then take it off, steer again toward the skid.  I was 
able to bring the car to a safe stop and all was well.  But it was my total obedience to Tex’s instructions that really saved 
us from a more dire consequence and turned into a happy ending. 

This month we will be looking at some of the foundational stories from the book of Genesis that explore what it means to 
be obedient.  Just like my story and the situations above, trust and obey even when you think your way is better, even 
when nobody else is following along, even when you can’t see how it’s going to work out. The bottom line is that God 
has the big picture, a better plan for living that can help us avoid the more dire consequences and experience a more 
fulfilling and happy life.  That’s what we all want, but do we have the obedience to trust and follow God’s plan? 

Pastor Gary 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast & Day of Service—August 6th!!  
8-10:30am on the 1st Sunday of each month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 4 

 

Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

WELCOME JONATHAN DENNISON AND SHAWN THOMAS! 

Back in the Spring we began our search at Anona to find a Director of Technical Arts, and an Organist to join our Anona 
staff. After a few months of prayers and searching, I am pleased to announce that we have found both! 

Jonathan Dennison has accepted our position of Director of Technical Arts. He was raised as a pastor’s kid, and experi-
enced first hand the use of media in the life of the church. 

He comes with a BA in Digital Arts from Stetson University, and a M.Div. from Asbury Theological Seminary. Jonathan’s 
skill and passion for the technical arts will be an exciting addition to our Anona team. Jonathan, his wife Ashley, and son 
Eli will be moving to Largo from Melbourne, FL in early August to begin with us around the start of the school year. 

Shawn Thomas has accepted the position of Organist at Anona. Shawn holds a B.A. in History and Organ Performance 
from the University of West Florida, a M.M. in Organ Performance from the University of Florida, and is currently finish-
ing his D.M.A. in Church Music and Organ at the University of Kansas. Shawn is not only an experienced organist, but 
skilled in playing piano and conducting, and has served several churches in Florida and Kansas throughout his educa-
tional years. Shawn is currently finishing his DMA recital work, and plans to move to Largo with his fiancee, Michelle, 
and join us on staff at Anona after Labor Day. 

So this Fall, be sure to take time to greet Jonathan and Shawn and help them to feel welcome as they join our Anona 
family! 

See You Sunday, 

Rev. Jeremy Herrington 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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One of my favorite aspects of Anona culture is the focus 
on life the other 167 hours of the week outside of our wor-
ship together.  There is a sign in the hallway to the FX 
Theater (Wesley Hall or the Fellowship hall, or the Dining 
Hall, or a rose by any other name) that states “What hap-
pens at home is more important that what happens at 
church”.   

We want to leverage the whole life with the worship life.  It is your church’s desire in our leadership and vision to create 
insight, introspection, inspiration, and connection to God through scripture, prayer, worship arts, friendship, belonging, 
welcoming, and experiencing really good church. 

My prayer for you is to live into that culture.  For you to use (yes I really mean that word) that worship hour to leverage 
your whole week.  Your family life, your working life, your serving and volunteering life, your financial life, your physical 
wellbeing, your mental state, yes all of it.   

An hour with God, breathing in life can breathe out for 167 hours. 

Because of that we have a Sunday morning first attitude.  When our people are at worship we are at our best.  We bring 
our best to that hour no matter what style or venue or campus or type of worship.  It is truly a holy hour that is treated 
with reverence, excellence, and respect. 

Your elected leadership, your staff, your pastors and every one of your hundreds of volunteers  have made their priority 
your breathing in God.  Use it. 

New Series “The Best” Starts this Month 

We often look at figures from the Bible as heroic people of faith. In our minds they are men and women that stood tall in 
the face of adversity, unwavering in their faith and obedience. The reality, however, is much different. In fact, one of the 
things I love about the Bible is how it shows the “heroic” people as people with many faults in their character and mis-
takes made along their way. Far from fault-free, these people of faith often have serious issues that cause us to wonder 
why God chose them in the first place. 

This month at our 360 United Campus we launch a new series called, “The Best.” Over the next several weeks we’ll be 
looking at key figures from the Old and New Testaments and noticing their incredible achievements as well as their 
faults, flaws, and blunders. As we look at them, we might wonder or ask, “God, are they really the best you could have 
picked?” Whatever the answer, the reality is, they are who God picked…and they are men and women that chose to 
answer God’s call. They ain’t always pretty, but I hope we discover in them a bit about ourselves and a God who takes 
us as we are right now. 

August 360 United Events 
Friday, August 5

th
 – Prox Summer Nights 

Sunday, August 28
th
 – Pack a Sack and 360 United Back to School Bowling after Worship 

Visit 360united.org/calendar for a list of all our events! 

August 7
th

    Seizing Self-Control          Sermon given by: Cory Osborne 
Nestled among the Fruit Of The Spirit is the seemingly out-of-place fruit of self-control. This characteristic of a Christ-
follower seems to focus more on me instead of on my relationships with other people. However, if we properly exercise 
the fruit of self-control, it will actually benefit those around us. In some ways, we might consider this virtue the most im-
portant because without self-control the other elements of the Fruit of the Spirit will not be evident in our lives as Christ 
challenges us.  

August 14
th

  Moses:  Reluctant or Willing? Scripture: Exodus 3:11-15 
When God first told Moses the task He had for him, Moses asked, “Who am I that I should go?” He doubted himself and 
his abilities. That doubt led him to a reluctance to do the thing God was asking him to do. Some of us struggle with 
doubts about ourselves that lead to reluctance in our lives as well. We wonder if we are capable, gifted or skilled. This 
week we look at how we can overcome our self-doubts and move from reluctance to willingness. 

August 21   David:  Colossal Collapse    Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-5 
The story of David from the Old Testament is a story of a young man’s meteoric rise to kingship and an act that leads to 
a colossal collapse. It is also a story that reveals the extent of God’s faithfulness to us in all times…even those times 
when we are less than faithful. Those less then faithful moments happen to all us. The question is, how do we keep 
them from becoming a colossal collapse. 

August 28   Esther:  A Hidden Faith     Scripture: Esther 4:10-17 
The Book of Esther tells the story of a young Jewish woman who rises to become Queen of Persia. “How does that hap-
pen?” you might ask. In this case, a large piece of the story rests in the fact that Esther keeps her faith background hid-
den…until she can’t. As Christians, we often wrestle with the same problem. How are we like Esther?  

http://360united.org/calendar
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Sept. 9th -11th 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX @anonafamily 

August 2016:  

Memory Verse: “Trust in your leaders. Put yourselves under their authority. Do this, because they keep watch over 
you.” Hebrews 13:17a, NIrV  

 

This month in FX we’re talking about  OBEDIENCE — Trusting those who lead you by 
doing what you’re asked to do.  “Trust and Obedience” go together.  This month, we’re 
going to be talking to children about the importance of obedience. It’s not that we want chil-
dren to simply comply with all the rules, but we want children to understand the value of 
trusting those who have authority. Obedience shows that we trust people who are in charge; 
as well, it shows that we trust God’s plan for our lives.  However, obedience is something 

that we all have to work on whether we are none or forty nine. When we disobey the person or people in charge, we 
tend to hurt our relationship with them and there are consequences.  Just as when we disobey God, we hurt our rela-
tionship with him. Yet, God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to help us and make it possible to have a relationship 
with him again. 

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The 

weekly message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging 

Characters, and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a con-

sistent environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  

which helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

Our 3rd Graders will be go-

ing on a Treasure Quest, a     

journey through the Bible! 

Every year our 3rd grade         

student’s travel through Bi-

ble lessons to learn more 

about God’s Word.  The 

event ends with a fun celebration party with for parents and 

students with pizza, games and fellowship.  The class will 

begin in September and end in October — exact dates will 

be posted on the website soon!  For questions,  

contact Domenic Bisesti: Domenic@anona.com 



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Back to School...Already? 

By the time the magazine arrives in your homes, the 2016-2017 school year will be ready to start.  All schools will open 
weeks earlier this year, meaning busses, children and families will be on the road again … so be safe out there! 

But school starting means more than safe transportation, school zones and busses loading our precious children.  It 
means families getting back into the routines of early mornings and hectic schedules.  It is a time when stress is high and 
tears, fussing and fighting are at critical mass.  So, how do we minimize these moments and help our children (and our-
selves) begin the day composed and ready to learn?  It’s time to establish or reestablish your school routines. 

ROUTINES are how we manage our homes, families, and the fussing and transition fits.  They establish a CONSISTANT 
pattern of expectation and allow our children to know what is coming next.  The brain is pattern seeking and directs how 
our children respond to situations that arise.  If the pattern we establish in our home is that of chaos, that is what our chil-
dren will work to create elsewhere because it is the state in which our children are comfortable and have the skills to 
manage the moment.  Since most misbehavior is rooted in fear (fear of failure, fear of being caught, fear of abandonment, 
fear of the unknown – what is next, etc.), routines eliminate this fear because it is known what is next and what is ex-
pected,  thus reducing arguing and distance from each other.  From this place of safety, children learn to manage their 
upsets and develop the skills necessary to work through their day.   

The important factor in routines is consistency.  Think of those stressful times in your day and focus on what you WANT 
them to look like.  These might include getting ready and out the door for work or school, getting home, homework, even-
ing chores, dinner, bedtime, etc.  If your child is old enough, sit together and talk about how you want these times to look 
and develop a routine that accomplishes your goal of calm.  Have your child write these out and post them where they 
are easily accessible.    If your child is young, take pictures of him/her doing the tasks and post put them where they are 
easily seen.  With both, review these routines often and stick to them daily.  Having the routines posted and visible allows 
you to refer your child back to them and leaves him/her responsible (older children – late elementary and above) or you 
(helping young ones) for following through on the family plan.  Over time, your child will grow comfortable, feel safe in 
what is expected, and those battle moments will decrease.  Remember, how we face the challenges of stress is how our 
children will learn to react to stress when it arises FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES – so face this new year with a smile, 
armed with routines that manage the moment and send your child off to the new school year ready to learn. 

We still have a FEW spots available in the preschool and elementary program.  Give us a call (593-KIDS) and we will 
explore your family becoming part of our School Family™.  We look forward to hearing from you and beginning a new 

year at Anona Child Development Center.                                            From our hearts to yours… Sharon and Pam  
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children play & interact with children their own  
       age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story,      
      craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance 

for children that lets them explore their faith through 
play, stories, and parables from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out  
starts back on August 17th!   

Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 
 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 
years old as of August 17th are invited join us for 
indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The 
cost is $15 per week. Preregistration is  
required by emailing Kandace@Anona.com or  
calling Kandace Melzer: 595-2581 ext 250. 

mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

Meets the 1st and 3rd weeks on Tuesdays at 7pm  
and Thursdays at 10am in August.   

Will resume weekly meetings in September.   
Questions, contact Kathy Snead: 727-543-4297 
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Journey to Jerusalem 
“Standing on Holy Ground” 

April 24-May 5, 2017 
 

 Have you dreamed of walking in the land where Jesus walked?   
 

Imagine having the opportunity to have that dream fulfilled by travel-
ing with friends from Anona to The Holy Land for the experience of a 

lifetime.  Jac’line Weisgerber will be leading a group of pilgrims to 
Israel…the birthplace of our faith.  We are honored to have the well 

renown Israeli archeologist, Hillel Geva as our personal guide.  
 

If you are ready to reserve your place an initial deposit check of 
$2000 made out to Anona UMC and note at the bottom  

“Journey to Jerusalem 2017”.   
Please mark the envelope: Attention Jac’line Weisgerber.   

 
Questions about cost, itinerary, and more, contact Jac’line at  

727-734-5225 or jlw5225@aol.com.  

Holy Land Revealed 
Class begins August 1 

Room 110 at 6:30pm 
 

This is a 36 week video based study looking 
at what many know as the Holy Land, Israel, 
Jordan and the Palestinian territories, but it 
will include other areas in the ancient Near 
East. The course will span the time of the 

Old Testament through current times but will 
mainly cover the periods of the First and 

Second Temple.(960B.C -70 A.D.)  Archeo-
logical findings will complement the study. 

We will have a ½ hour intro, a ½ hour video 
and ½ hour of conversation. 

 

  “The Holy Land Revealed” class is open to 
everyone! Take this wonderful opportunity 

explore Israel without traveling. If you have a 
passion for a deeper understanding of the 
Holy Land throughout history in relation to 
other cultures, then this course is designed 
just for you. For questions please contact 
Jac’line at 734-5225 or jlw5225@aol.com  

Sign up on line or at Connection Point. 

Do you sometimes feel that you should be  
doing more to feed your spiritual side?   

 

You can find more classes and information online: anona.com/adultgroups or visit us at Connection Point on 
any Sunday morning. 

The Simply Worship community is an opportunity for quiet, casual wor-
ship time with 12 minutes of silence.  After the small group worship, 
there is conversation and community with a diverse group of peo-
ple.  This is a time to share, connect and renew.  For 2016 the commu-
nity is meditating on the Shema, the scripture from Deuteronomy 6 that 
was also quoted by Jesus in the gospels of Matthew and Mark.  The 

Shema is a declaration of faith. From June to December the worship time will also include a brief reading about one of 
the "names for God".  The repetition of scripture and prayers each week is an opportunity to deepen one's memory to be 
able to recall them at any time, not just on Sunday morning!  The opportunity to worship with 12 minutes of quiet time in 
the beautiful historic chapel is an experience that is intended to teach us to be still...and listen.,..to be still and know He is 
God. (Psalm 46:10)  Everyone is welcome. Sundays 11:00 Anona chapel.  Come as you are.  Contact Deb Hilleary 
(dbhilleary@gmail.com) for more information.  "Like" us on the Anona Simply Worship Facebook page. 

The HUB 
 

The Hub is based out of Anona UMC, but welcomes all people from the ages of 18-28, to part take in an awesome time 
of community, growth, and service with one another.  

 

We meet at the Anona Campus on Sundays at 8pm.  
Food is provided.  

If you have any questions you can Facebook, Faniel Pradel, the Hub Director, or email him: fanielpradel@gmail.com.  

mailto:dbhilleary@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

2 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

3 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside- Last 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

4 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

  5:30 PM Insight to Anona   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

5 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

6 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

7     RCS Food Pantry 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

8 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry,  

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

9          
  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle  (Glenwood) 

  3:30 PM ACDC Elementary Meet & Greet 

  6:00 PM SPRC, Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly,   

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

   

10        First Day of School 
  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

11 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

12 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

13 

7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 
9:00 AM  ACDC Preschool   

               Parent Orientation 

14      Change 4 Change 
         Membership Sunday 

 
10:30 AM Back to School Bash 

  2:30 PM ACDC Preschool Meet & Greet 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    

15     ACDC Preschool 1st Day 
  8:00 AM Church Council 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

16 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly  

                 Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

17 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

18 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

19 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

20 

21 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

22 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry,  

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

23 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

                Hands of Praise 

  5:30 PM Finance 

  6:30 PM Trustees 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

   

24 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

25 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

26 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

27 

28 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

29 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

30 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly,   

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

 

31 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

 
 

What lies behind us and what 
lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within 

us.  
—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

2 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

3 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside- Last 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

4 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

  5:30 PM Insight to Anona   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

5 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

6 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

7     RCS Food Pantry 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

8 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry,  

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

9          
  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle  (Glenwood) 

  3:30 PM ACDC Elementary Meet & Greet 

  6:00 PM SPRC, Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly,   

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

   

10        First Day of School 
  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

11 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

12 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

13 

7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 
9:00 AM  ACDC Preschool   

               Parent Orientation 

14      Change 4 Change 
         Membership Sunday 

 
10:30 AM Back to School Bash 

  2:30 PM ACDC Preschool Meet & Greet 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    

15     ACDC Preschool 1st Day 
  8:00 AM Church Council 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

16 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly  

                 Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

17 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

18 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

19 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

20 

21 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

22 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry,  

                 Holy Land Revealed   

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

23 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

                Hands of Praise 

  5:30 PM Finance 

  6:30 PM Trustees 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

   

24 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

25 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

26 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Baypointe Course 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

27 

28 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

29 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

30 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group   

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly,   

                Hands of Praise 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

 

31 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                Walk15® with Molly  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:00 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

 
 

What lies behind us and what 
lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within 

us.  
—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

  



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com, “Worship”, “Worship Minis-
tries”, “Academy of Arts”, or contact Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students 
welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 

NEW STUDENTS:  MacKenzie Huggins (Piano-Ross); Lukas Olsen (Piano-Ross); Quinn Overbeck (Piano-Ross) 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE!  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship funds are now available for stu-
dents in financial need.  We look forward to serving you! 

FALL PIANO SCHEDULE:  Sandy’s Fall Piano Schedule will begin on Monday, August 8, 2016. 

NEW TEACHING PIANO:  Thanks so much to generous donors Vanessa and Alan Craig, who have donated a beautiful 
Yamaha piano being used now as the Academy teaching piano.  The former teaching piano has a new home with our 
talented Academy student Alexandra Lindsey, who is very deserving of it.  Thank You, Lord for your many good works! 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need 
of keyboards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians. 
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Dona-
tion” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box 
(bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

MUSIC THEORY: Descriptive (aka Program) Music vs. Absolute (aka Pure) Music:  Absolute, or Pure Music, is a com-
position which is not connected to an extra-musical narrative.  Descriptive, or Program Music, is a composition which 
tries to musically render and extra-musical narrative.  A good example is “The Firebird Suite”, a ballet with music by 
Russian composer Igor Stravinsky, in which the composer musically describes Russian fairy tales about a magical bird 

that can bring both good and bad luck to its owner.  This music was considered highly controversial and inflamma-
tory when it debuted in Paris in 1910, but was a great success and is still often performed today. 

When Fun is No Longer Fun 

 

We are in what some call, the dog days of summer. The weather has been hot and steamy and there seems to be a 
shift in our national radar in terms of things heating up to nearly unbearable temperatures. In counseling we are used to 
working with individuals and families that escalate into heated arguments and sometimes domestic violence, but how do 
you counsel communities, cities, counties, states, and our nation. We have become so polarized that is feels unsafe to 
be normal whatever that may mean, for some it could mean just walking in the neighborhood. There are some who ex-
perience what should be a normal traffic stop for a minor violation that ends up with someone being shot and killed.  

I bought a new/used vehicle last month from a local dealer, the sales person had been in the business for decades and 
testified that he had sold tens of thousands of cars over the years. At the close of the transaction, I asked him a ques-
tion; is selling cars as fun as it used to be?” His reply was no surprised to me, he simply said no it is not, which said to 
me, something has changed, so I asked a doctor friend of mine the same question, same reply, then a school teacher, 
same thing. Not that being a doctor is fun, or what we do is fun, but the reward is no longer the same. In every case it 
was not about the money, it was the stress of doing the work. 

I sat on a panel for inner city youth a couple years ago, the lead question in our prep class was; “tell me one story about 
yourself when you were 15?” I could not think of one story that if a youth were caught doing what I did today would wind 
up in jail. I never did anything “bad” we were kids having fun like Huck Finn, we were having the time of our lives.  

Now the youth are doing time “for” their lives. How do we put the fun back in Living? 

Terry 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 

Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



Change 4 Change, August 14 
 

The 10
th
 grade small group will be 

collecting your spare change to 
support a number of mission  

projects in our community  
and beyond.  Thank you! 
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Our next build is:  
August 13   

 
The bus leaves Anona  

at 6:30A - 2:00P.  
Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald  

at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 
Sign UP early to reserve your spot.   

Community Service Foundation….where hope grows 

As a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, Community Service Foundation (CSF) honors our mission to alleviate homeless-
ness by seeking community conscious partners to serve low-income families of Pinellas County with affordable housing, 
a healthy living environment, and support services and training.  

At our core, we are a place where joyful service and social mobility intersect. Our brand of radical hospitality is driven by 
the human qualities that got us into this line of business in the first place; the desire to lend a hand to our neighbors, es-
pecially when they are confronted with challenges that are beyond them. We see it every day, as families and children 
come to the Community Service Foundation seeking our help; over 200 people per month.  

Nurture Partners 

Love for family, gratitude for good fortune in life and friendships, the impulse to give back in the spirit of fairness and 
compassion- whatever the personal motivation for our generous donors and volunteers- it’s the privilege of working with 
them on equal ground that most inspires our hope for tomorrow.  

We meet our partners, all of them- where they are. For Anona UMC, this means helping revitalize blighted neighbor-
hoods with landscaping. Other living examples are as follows: 

Provide affordable housing  

Housing cost burden, or affordability, is the greatest need in Pinellas County. At CSF we are redoubling efforts to re-
move the housing cost burden all too common to many of our neighbors. More specifically, CSF owns and manages 99 
affordable housing units in Pinellas County. These complexes are home to up to 380 of the county’s residents most vul-
nerable to homelessness (95% households are low income families, and 37% of the households are special needs pop-
ulation- 8 homeless; 4 domestic violence; 12 physical-mental disability; 11 elderly; 2 refugee).  

CSF recognizes that every community partner in this effort to end homelessness—private, public and nonprofit—is an 
essential piece of the puzzle. Together with our partner agencies (Habitat for Humanity Pinellas County, Religious Com-
munity Services, Clothes for Kids and UMCM Suncoast) we are working on our homelessness initiative by first eliminat-
ing hopelessness. We see this exercise of altering the status quo as our obligation. Our mantra is: if it’s possible, make it 
happen. That’s our pledge to Pinellas County.  

Clothes To Kids provides new and quality used clothing to low-income or in crisis 

school-age children in Pinellas County, free of charge. When Jode Eye and Ma-

rie McClung founded Clothes To Kids in 2002, their idea was to create a cheerful 

store environment where families and children would be treated with dignity and 

respect. Since then, Clothes To Kids has distributed more than 100,000 ward-

robes to school children in Pinellas County. Research shows that children who 

go to school wearing clothes that make them feel like they fit in perform better 

academically than those who don’t. In addition to donating clothes, money dona-

tions also help to buy new clothing. The eighth grade small group helps organize 

clothing drives, weighs the collected clothing, and delivers it to Clothes To Kids. During the month of August, collection 

bins will be set out by the FX Theater, the Contemporary Sanctuary and the Traditional Sanctuary. Be sure to support 

this important mission.  Clothe a child, change a life! 

New Mission's Brochure in the Works! 
 

The Anona Multisite Mission's Team is working on a new brochure to lift up our many  
mission partners and opportunities. If you are interested in us considering your mission  

for inclusion in the brochure please contact missions@anona.com. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


ACT TWO  will take a serious departure from the ANONA scene beginning in September.  Adventure programming 
will not happen every month, but watch for occasional schedules to appear in the monthly magazine as well as the 
Sunday bulletin.  

The Book Club will meet on the fourth Sunday,  
September 25th at 6:30 pm in the Brides' Room to discuss . . .  

The Art of Hearing Heart Beats by Jan Philip Sendke. 

 

THE ART OF HEARING HEARTBEATS by Jan Phillip Sendker (2006) 

Originally published in German by a division of Random House (2002) 

A poignant and inspirational love story set in Burma, "The Art of Hearing Heartbeats "spans 
the decades between the 1950s and the present. When a successful New York lawyer sud-
denly disappears without a trace, neither his wife nor his daughter Julia has any idea where 
he might be until they find a love letter he wrote many years ago, to a Burmese woman they 
have never heard of. Intent on solving the mystery and coming to terms with her father s 
past, Julia decides to travel to the village where the woman lived. There she uncovers a tale 
of unimaginable hardship, resilience, and passion that will reaffirm the reader s belief in the 
power of love to move mountains." 

 

Watch for BOOK CLUB reading assignments to appear in the Sunday Bulletin. For additional information contact 
Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net.         

      

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly 
Walk Live is now Walk15! Still a heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise ver-
sion of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable to all levels of 
fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add up to an 
effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bot-
tle, and join us Tuesdays at 6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewith-
molly@gmail.com 
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays, 5:30-6pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the mes-
sages of Contemporary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God 
by praising God with our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serv-
ing others as we go into the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 
63:4, “I will praise You as long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten for more 
information. 
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Tuesdays at 8pm & Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center **resumes Oct 11th** 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 **resumes Sept 6th** 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group—will resume in September 2016 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: September 11th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 

Small Group Leaders: 
 

If you would like to inform the members of the church with the opportunities your small group provides, please email 
those details to Erin@anona.com or call 727-595-2581 x244.  Providing Erin this updated information is quite useful!  
We like to provide new & existing members with information about each group offered at Anona so we may help plug 

people into a group that calls to their interest. 
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REMINDER:  It’s time to order nuts for your Thanksgiving and Christmas baking! Please cut 
out the order form below;  either bring it to church on Aug 21, 28, or Sept 4 when we will be 
taking orders in the Marketplace, or you can mail it with payment to Marion Meldrim. These 
nuts are super fresh and keep very well in the freezer.  Proceeds support our missions. 
 

Joan Augustine, chairperson, is accepting donations of jewelry, books, furniture and miscella-
neous household items in support of our annual Bazaar, which is our major fundraising project and will be held this year 
in October. Call Joan at 223-3631 for details on how to donate.  How do we use our money?  Since January 2016, 
Anona United Methodist Women have donated $3,535 to local and regional organizations. 
 

Priscilla Circle, along with women from Church of the Isles, will be furnishing school supplies for the girls at Miracles 

Outreach safe house.  They have varying needs, but donated school supplies can be put to use.  

HELP PREVENT CRIME! Our Methodist Men supports Fresh Start Ministries and its upcoming An-
nual Golf Tournament Thursday, September 22 8:30 a.m. 7979 Bayou Club Blvd, Largo. Fresh 
Start needs men and women golfers and Tournament sponsors. Proceeds support Fresh Start’s 
faith-based training of mentors and the chaplaincy services in the jail and probation aspects of Pas-
co and Pinellas counties.  For the golf tournament,, call Randy Koser at 727-433- 1290 or e-mail 
him at koser.randy@gmail.com Check out Fresh Start Ministries and Mentoring at www.freshstartmentorship.com 

LEAD LIKE JESUS – The UMM is sponsoring global leadership development training October 7-8 at the United Method-
ist Life Enrichment Center at Fruitland Park (Leesburg), Florida. Certified Men’s Ministry Specialist Jim Boesch of the 
General Commission United Methodist Men will be facilitating this training. 

UMM FALL WEEKEND RETREAT - Motivational speakers JOHN RILEY and Rev. HAROLD LEWIS will be at the Annu-
al Men’s Retreat at the UM LEC Oct. 14-16. For info, contact Chet at cklinger1@tampabay,rr,com or call 727-512- 2498. 

MAN IN THE MIRROR has 3 simple goals men could follow for 2016. 1. Spend more time with God. Alone in prayer, 
on walks alone, going to church, going to a retreat. 2. Read God’s Word (in private, something every day or evening; 
join a Bible fellowship for men, get to experience God’s Word through the hearts and minds of other men who suffered 
similar battles we faced or are facing). 3. Start a small group. Is the group you’re in too large? Not getting enough from 
the group you’re in? Start another small group. In church, in your neighborhood, with a band of brothers. Pray. Read. 
Share. Do things together. Go to an event or game or a mission project together. Hold each other accountable. Grow 
together into being disciples of Jesus Christ. This is how Jesus and His disciples started it. Can’t find the one that suits 
you? Start a new one. Need help with this here at Anona? Contact Ian Lennox or Chet Klinger. 

The General Commission on United Methodist Men will be hosting its 12th National Gathering of United Methodist Men 
on July 7-8, 2017 in Brentwood, Tennessee. Domestic violence reduction, support for our first responders and military 
personnel, and Meals for Millions will be among the many topics to be addressed at this quadrennial event. These 
events are well-attended by Methodist Men from around the globe and from our Florida churches.  Anyone interested in 
being on the e-mailing list for this event can contact Chet Klinger by email at cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com or call 
727-512- 2498. 
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Product # Type of Nuts Pre-sale Cost # Bags Ordered Total Per Nut 

60000 Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves, Natural, 1 lb. $11.00 x = 

60010 Fancy Medium Pecan Pieces, Natural, 1 lb. $11.00 x = 

60015 Light Walnut Halves and Pieces, Mixed, 1 lb. $11.00 x = 

60030 Giant Whole Cashews, Roasted & Salted, 1 lb.  $11.00 x = 

60045 Colossal Natural Pistachios, Roasted & Salted, 1 lb. $10.00 x = 

60052 Whole Almonds, Roasted & Unsalted, 1 lb. $9.00 x = 

60080 NEW, Hearth Healthy Trail Mix, 1 lb . $7.00 x = 

60084 Fruit & Nut Mix, 1 lb. $7.00 x = 

62017 Dark Chocolate Fruit & Nut (Bridge Mix), 1 lb. $8.00 x = 

62025 Giant Malted Milk Balls, 1 lb. $8.00 x = 

                               Totals:   

Anona UMW Nut Order Form—2016 
 

Name: ____________________________           Address:_______________________________________________  
 

Phone: ___________________________          _______________________________________________  

Mail Order Form & Payment to (checks payable to Anona UMW): 
Marion Meldrim 
12760 Indian Rocks Rd, #1098 
Largo FL 33774 

Your  receipt will be mailed to you. 



Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either: Wednesday, Aug 3rd at 10:30 am, OR Thursday, Aug 4th at 5:00 pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellow-

ship Area). Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s discipleship pathway to Wor-

ship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you 

are unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at your convenience.  For more 

information, email sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 

 

NEXT MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY: AUGUST 14TH 
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Join Us 

 
Magazine Due Date Reminders:  September 

Magazine due by Friday, August 5 

ANONA GOLFERS—Fresh Start Mentoring Golf Tournament 
 

Attention golfers or those who would like to play golf. Mark your calendar for the FRESH START ANNUAL GOLF 
EVENT on Thursday September 22

nd
 at the BAYOU GOLF CLUB.  The Bayou will have completely renovated their 

greens and you will be able to play on the best and newest greens in the Tampa Bay area. 
Check-in begins at 7:30 and tee time is at 8:30. Format is a four ball scramble. Enjoy a 
round of golf at one of the finest golf clubs in the area and, yes, we will have a Texas BBQ 
after your round to feed the hungry golfers. 
 
Cost per player is $125.00 but only $400.00 for a foursome. Get your foursome lined up 
now or if you are a single golfer no problem. We will pair singles with others into foursomes. 
We need women golfers to play and enjoy a day of camaraderie. If anybody is thinking of 
playing golf on Thursday September 22

nd  
call Randy Koser at 727.433.1290 or e-mail 

Randy at koser.randy@gmail.com.  
 
Fresh Start Mentoring is a 501 c(3) non-profit organization that helps people on probation turn their lives around to be-
come productive citizens. If you are not a golfer, please consider making a donation, or become a sponsor of this out-
reach program of Anona.  Sign up for a tee time, make a donation or even better become a sponsor.  
 
For more information contact: Randy Koser, Golf Chairman, 727.433.1290. koser.randy@gmail.com. 
Make your checks payable to FRESH START MENTORING, P. O. Box 154, Palm Harbor, FL. 34682-0154. 

mailto:koser.randy@gmail.com
mailto:koser.randy@gmail.com


Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
08/01 Tom Holliday 
08/06 Fred Carr 
 Bill Gillespie 
 Tony Isch 
08/07 Marge O’Day 
 Mabel Tryner 
08/08 Jean Nothmann 
08/09 Bebe Allwood  
 Marie Martin 
 Sed Sedlacek 
08/10 Clare James 
08/11 Margaret Gillespie 
08/13 Bob Aarvig 
 Jennie Coiner 
08/14 Joan Boulay 
08/16  Pat Lumley 
08/17 Jack Chase 
08/18 Sylvia Walker 
08/19 Donald Rohring 
 Dorothy Ward 
08/20 Doris Blair 
 Margaret Bluze 
 Bob Hilleary 
08/21 Virginia Anderson 
 Betty Williams 
08/23 Gerri Bacon 
08/24 Ted Deisenroth 
08/25 Bill Sayres 
08/27 Jean Cornillaud 
 Connie Crowley 
 Lillian Slater 
 Barbara Sowers 
08/30 Lawrence Edington 
 Dolores Wolsey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
08/01 Jim & Susan Cordea    57 yrs. 
  Harry & Gail Gaines, Sr.      60 yrs. 
  Ron & Pam Putnam    34 yrs. 
  Jeffrey & Sandra VanGuilder      35 yrs. 
08/03 Don & Jan Kucerik    42 yrs. 
  Mac & Erna Leadbeater    53 yrs. 
  Chuck & Betty Oldanie    48 yrs. 
  Rich & Lee Zeh    48 yrs. 
08/04 Jeff & Karen Gonzalez    26 yrs. 
  Ray & Bonnie Spencer    40 yrs. 
08/05 David & Peg Frushour    26 yrs.  
  Chuck & Janet Hooks    66 yrs. 
08/06 Dick & Nancy Bennett    62 yrs. 
  William & Loraina Grace    32 yrs. 
08/07 Steven & Vicki Vann-Berstein    33 yrs. 
08/08 Dan & Donna Miller    25 yrs. 
08/11 Ted & Beverley Deisenroth    53 yrs. 
  Jim & Kelly Goss    26 yrs. 
  Tim & Vickie Miller    26 yrs. 
  Jim & Sandy Scott    52 yrs. 
08/12 Bob & Lynne Garren    44 yrs. 
  Randy & Linda Koser    55 yrs. 
08/13 Roger & Maureen Dietz    33 yrs. 
  Tom & Vivian Smith    49 yrs. 
  Bud & Lisa Williams      38 yrs. 
08/14 Steve & Karen Dobosz    51 yrs. 
  Lyle & Sally Gourley    63 yrs. 
  Hurst & Mary Belle Mitten    56 yrs. 
08/15 Dick & Carolyn Karol    52 yrs. 
08/17 Dale & Sandi Delaney    31 yrs. 
  Michael & Sylvia Nascimben    49 yrs. 
08/19 Bill & Ann Murphy    54 yrs. 
08/20 Lamar & Cynthia Sprouse    28 yrs. 
08/21 Thom & Shari Brown    51 yrs. 
  Tom & Luell Chapman     45 yrs. 
08/23 John & Nancy Allen    41 yrs. 
08/24 Larry & Pam Williams    48 yrs. 
08/25 Curt & Donna Howard    37 yrs. 
  Ian & Charmaine Lennox    64 yrs. 
08/26 Tom & Debby Croom    38 yrs. 
  Scott & Allison Hayden    27 yrs. 
  Jim & Liz Kirkman   61 yrs. 
  David & Linda Whisennant    27 yrs. 
08/27 Jim & MaryBell Spangler    66 yrs. 
08/28 Steve & Elaine DalSasso    43 yrs. 
  Verne Peterson&Vada Mae Eder 25 yrs. 
08/29 Jerry & Pat Dominick      57 yrs. 
08/30 Donald & Eileen Wares    64 yrs. 
08/31 Ron & Pat Ackerman      53 yrs. 
  David & Geri-Kay Lumbard      54 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 
 
 
The Family of Cheryl Rohrer. Cheryl joined Anona in 1999. 
 
The Family of Nancy Noble.  Nancy joined Anona in 1999. 
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Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



I've been worshipping at Anona for over 6 years now.  Most found it a welcoming, accepting community.  While lacking 
ethnic and racial diversity, we have a wealth of "background" diversity.  I've met people from many states and lifelong 
Floridians; former Baptists, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Roman Catholics as well as lifelong Methodists; every type 
of marital status; elementary, teen, middle-aged and elderly members; snowbirds and full-time residents. 
 
Everyone has a story of how they got here.  They grew up in a church, or they went to church with a friend and came 
to know Christ as a teen or young adult, or they were questioning and came to church to see what the Christian ideas 

were.  Relatively few Anona adults grew up here, so most have a 
story of changing churches due to a move or a relationship 
change.  No one's story is the same, but they all have twists and 
turns and highs and lows. 
 
Methodism includes the idea of rational Christianity (reason and ex-
perience inform our reading and understanding of Scripture).  This is 
true for most Christians.  We don't say we follow Christ and then 
purposely ignore, hurt, boast, envy, hoard, deceive and hold grudg-
es.  We should be getting "better" (Pastor Jack calls it the upward 
trajectory) by showing more compassion, forgiveness, humility, ma-
turity, selflessness, and love.  Today's 'hilltop moments' are general-
ly higher than past 'summit experiences' and today's sorrows are 
usually not as low as past ones.  In other words, our life stories 
should be working toward a happy ending. 
 
What happens when ... your journey hits a roadblock?  Today's val-

ley is deeper than you ever imagined?  Your hurt or unforgiveness or sorrow prevent you from getting better? You've 
detoured from your path and struggle to get back?  You thought you could cross the metaphorical valley alone and 
found a new danger at the bottom?  When your story has a tragic chapter? 
 
Anona's Stephen Ministry provides a caring person who will let you cry and listen confidentially, and pray for you and 
with you, while you get yourself back on track.  A Stephen Minister can't remove the roadblock or make the valley shal-
lower, but he or she will encourage you and pray for you as you find a way around or over or through until you're work-
ing your way upward again.   

Every Journey Is Unique 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Each week we visit in area hospitals, rehab centers, and call on persons who are unable to come to Church.  We 
have one of the best church outreach and support ministries in the country and it’s because we have many great indi-
viduals who volunteer their time on one of our three teams; Hospital Visitation Team, Rehab Visitation Team, and our 
Outbound Care Team (those who are home bound or in long term facilities).  We don’t want to miss anyone who is 
facing one of these situations, so help us by calling the church office at 595-2581 and give us the name of the individ-
ual and the facility in which they are located.   If you receive the recorded message, please enter 225 and follow the 
prompts to leave a message.  This extension is monitored three times a day so that we may respond quickly with one 
of our teams. You may also email gary@anona.com with the information.   Have a safe and healthy summer.    

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, August 4 and 18, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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 MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

FX is having a CELEBRATION 

on August 14th! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Inflatable Slides   *   Games   *   Treats 

And MORE Family Fun! 
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A Back to School Prayer for our Kids 

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,  and in favor with God and man. ” 

- Luke 2: 52 

 

Lord,  we pray that you will help our children to grow in wisdom this year.  

To learn everything they are expected to know academically.  To be success-

ful in their studies and work diligently in what is asked of them.  To be obe-

dient to their teachers and kind to their classmates.  To show kindness and 

compassion to everyone.  Most of all,  Lord,  we pray that you would allow 

them to grow in Your wisdom.     -  Amen 


