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Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

As we approach Christmas this year I want to make an appeal to you.  We live on the giving in the Christmas season.  
We wouldn’t make it without Christmas giving.  Many charities are the same way.  I pray that in your heart is a desire to 
give a Christmas gift to the work of God at Anona. 

I hardly ever talk about money.  I very seldom use the magazine as a platform to ask for giving. 

But your giving does amazing things when you give to a good church. 

As the sounds of Christmas fill your week please think about your church.  Because of you we are raising great kids 
who care about others and have learned to forgive.  They are learning that they can be a shining light in this world.  
Families are coming together and back together because of worship that inspires real soul searching.  Retired people 
are finding real meaning in volunteering and making a difference with their lives.  The elderly are comforted.  The sick 
visited.  The poor cared for.  The imprisoned coached and befriended.  The struggling child tutored.  The lonely loved.  
The lost finding themselves. 

Good church does all that and more.  We get our lives together, have lives together, and work so that others may have 
life.  It’s worth your giving.  You could give lots of places.  I want to make a case for just good old plain Christianity lived 
as best we can.   

After all, when the bells and smells, the family gatherings and friends found, the turkey eaten and the ornaments and 
lights all put away, there remains year round one reason for this season. 

The Christmas worship season of Anona is already underway. 

The last Sunday of November was the first Sunday of Advent (the formal name for the Christmas season. We’ve al-
ready lit the first candle on the Advent wreath, and we’re hoping you will join us for great worship, friendship, spiritual 
growth and support, and the majesty of the season. 

December 4th we will serve communion with very sacred Christmas music and song as we consider the Sunday of 
Love.  We will be reading out of First John, verses 7 and 8; Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  He or she who loves not, knows not God for God is love. 

December 11th we will have our Grand Cantata of Christmas Music in Traditional while Family Experience and Con-
temporary will be going all out for the season. It’s a great Sunday to bring friends (Christmas Eve is good too, but so 
crowded.  A great option would be this Sunday). 

December 18th is the Sunday before Christmas.  It’s getting real by this time and we are putting on our finishing touch-
es for the season.  The topic will be Peace.  Philippians 4:7 will be our text, and we will be talking about how Christmas 
brings to the Christian and the seeker alike a “Peace that passes understanding”.   

December 24th—Christmas Eve.  You can see the schedule of the night in this magazine but I’ll also say it here.   

4pm Family Experience for parents and grandparents with their elementary school children.  A wild and wooly night  the 
kids will love and you will love them loving church. 

6pm Our early Traditional with all the stops pulled up and the volume turned up to 11.  Candlelight service with all the 
trimmings. 

7:30 Our one contemporary service for the night so come early.  We will “Rock the Night Away”.  

8pm Our last service for the night and it is our second Traditional candlelight service. 

December 25—Christmas day we will have one service at 10:00am in the traditional sanctuary on the Anona Campus 
as we come together from all our venues of worship to worship together on our Lord’s birthday. 

 

Your Pastor, 
 

Jack Stephenson 
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I have often gone to the airport near the Christmas holidays to pick up family and friends.  It’s actually a wonderful thing 
to witness. Yes, the airport is more crowded with a lot of traffic and people scurrying about which sometimes produces 
irritation and short tempers.  But the looks on the faces of those expectantly waiting for their special someone to arrive is 
priceless; especially when they see them and get to greet them with a big hug and smile.  You can’t help but smile and 
feel good yourself when you see those joyful encounters.   
 
December is the month when we experience again the joy of Christ‘s birth.  We read familiar stories and sing some of 
the greatest songs of all time.  In fact it doesn’t seem like Christmas if we don’t do these time honored traditions.  The 
stories and music remind us of the past as well as prepare our hearts and minds for the coming Christmas.  Like the an-
gel announced to the shepherds, “behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” was so compelling that they went with haste to 
find Jesus. 
 
I hope you will come to worship and participate in special events of the church this month and also feel compelled to find 
Jesus and participate in the joy of God’s kingdom.  Yes, I know it’s always busier, more crowded with a lot of traffic and 
people scurrying everywhere which sometimes produces irritation and short tempers.  But the looks on the faces of 
those special ones we wait expectantly to see is priceless; especially when we gather together at Christmas as we share 
Jesus love.  
 
Prayer: Loving God, help me as I prepare for Christmas to be the face of joy to someone who might be struggling today. 
When I am facing stress and struggles of my own, gently guide my thoughts toward gratitude of Jesus’ love, that I may 
rejoice always in you. Amen. 
 
Join us on Christmas Eve, at 6pm for our Christmas Candle Lighting Service.  We will not have worship on Sunday, 
Christmas Day.  
Game night, Friday, Dec. 2nd from 6:30-9 
Pack A Sack Breakfast, Saturday, Dec. 3rd from 8-10 
 

Pastor Gary   

Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9am to Noon. 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast benefits Pack-a-Sack 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Sunday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS: 

Celebrating God’s Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love  by Joel Raney 

Presented by members of the Sanctuary and Praise Choirs, and the Anona Orchestra 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th, 8:15 and 11:10 AM Traditional Services 

My family just loves the season of Advent! While Christmas is always such a special time for our family, my children 
also remind me they really enjoy the preparations leading up to the big day: The almost ceremonial dusting-off of the 
decorations from the attic, the smell of a Frasier fir tree decorated with family memories, the cooling of the evening air, 
evening gatherings with friends and family, and my favorite: the singing of Christmas carols under the shadows of can-
dlelight. 

And while each of us has our own traditions in preparing for Christmas, I want to invite you to include a time of prepara-
tion for our Spiritual journey to such an important day.  This Advent we are exploring the timeless themes of the Sea-
son: HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and PEACE, and how these are foundational in our Christian journey as we seek to live as 
examples of Christ in the world.  I look forward to seeing you in worship as we celebrate the traditions of our families 
together, and the living out of our calling together as followers of Christ. 

HAPPY ADVENT! 

Rev. Jeremy  



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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The approach to the first Christmas was a journey in more than one way. First, it was journey through time as the story 
begins unfolding with the opening of the angel Gabriel coming first to…Zechariah (yep, remember John the Baptist is 
born first) and doesn’t finish until see a baby in Mary’s arms. It was also a journey of individual stories, so we hear about 
Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary, and more. Finally, it was a 
geographical journey with different towns and cities 
(Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem) and, later, 
even countries (remember the wise men and escape 
to Egypt?). All of this is woven together by a God who 
loves us so much that he sent his only Son as a baby 
to be born in a manger…for us.  

You’re invited to join us as we travel together on “The 
Journey.” Our messages and our 360 United Commu-
nity Groups will be using Adam Hamilton’s book, The 
Journey to guide our way. This is a great opportunity 
to connect with a community group for a short study!' 

The Journey concludes with our first-ever Christmas Eve Eve service at our 360 United campus in Seminole. That’s 
right, we will hold our Christmas Eve service on Christmas Eve Eve (December 23

rd
) at 7:00 p.m. Come out for a power-

ful evening of worship followed by some fun events for kids, families and adults.  Merry Christmas!!! 

  

December 360 United Events  

Friday, December 2
nd

 - Freaky Friday @ The Seminole Rec 
Friday, December 23

rd
 – Christmas Eve Eve Service @ 360 United at St. Petersburg College Seminole Campus 

Saturday, December 24
th
 - Family Movie Day – Sing @ Cobb Tyrone Luxury 10 

Visit http://www.360united.org/church-events/ for a list of all our events! 

 

December 4         Impossible Grace             Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 
Mary. She is called "favored one" and "full of grace;" the one whom God is with and whom He is honoring- and yet, she 
was asked to do the absolute impossible. What does it mean when God calls us, but the odds seem to be stacked 
against us? And what happens when we say "yes" anyway, like Mary did? Join us as we take a look at how God's mind 
blowing grace fills us, too, as we say "yes" to Him in the midst of our own impossible. 

 

December 11          Elizabeth: A Trusted Guide                       Scripture: Luke 1:39-45 
It is interesting that once Mary finds out she is pregnant, she doesn’t go to her parents…she goes to her Aunt Eliza-
beth.  In many times and situations it is important for us to have an encouraging person that helps and guides us.  This 
is even more important in times of crisis.  Who is your Elizabeth?  Who is the person you turn to for guidance and en-
couragement?  Who can you help, guide and encourage? 

 

December 18          The Journey: From Nazareth to Bethlehem          Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 
Mary, Joseph, and Elizabeth likely had ideas and dreams of what life would look like and their dreams were transformed 
into something more than any of us could imagine.  The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem gives us the opportunity to 
look at their lives and see where God points us.  Let’s journey to the manger together.  

 

December 23 (Christmas Eve Eve, 7pm)    The Manger         Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 and other readings 
Our journey brings us to the manger…to healing, to peace, to hope.  Each one of us lights a candle signifying that hope. 
One light – the Christ Candle – spreads the flame of Christ and the hope it represents throughout our congregation and 
through us into the community.  May God give each one of us the gift of not only the light of a candle in our hands, but 
the light of Christ in our lives…tonight and every day that follows.  

 

December 25               Christmas Memories                      Scripture: Romans 15:13 
It’s Christmas Morning! Today I invite you to look back at what Christmas has meant to you over the years.  Look at 
Christmas again with a child’s eyes.  Remember what it looked like as you became a youth and young adult.  Picture 
those who shared that journey with you.  With all of those memories dancing before your eyes, let’s give thanks to the 
God who made all of them possible.  Today’s service will be at 10 am in the Anona campus Traditional Sanctuary. 

http://www.360united.org/church-events/
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX @anonafamily 
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Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Christmas Through the Eyes of a Child 

The Christmas Season is upon us and along with the rushing and worry of gift giving, shopping, sewing, cooking and 
card writing, our staff sets aside time to plan how we present the story of Christ’s birth to young children.  We treasure 
the story of His humble birth and prepare the lessons each element of the story has to offer.  One such focus is the sto-
ry of the animals.  How can animals teach values to children, you ask?  The answer is in the book, Room for a Little 
One: A Christmas Tale by Martin Waddell.  This is a story of Empathy and Compassion. 

As the evening of Christ’s birth progresses, different animals arrive at a small stable; cold, hungry and afraid.  First the 
kind Ox invites the Dog to join her in the warm stable.  They snuggle down together and await the arrival of all the other 
animals in the story, the Cat and the Mouse.  Each animal is invited in, made to feel welcome, warm and safe.  The 
final animal is the Donkey, bringing Mary and Joseph to rest and await the birth of Jesus.  Together, in the warm, small 
stable, the animals stand watch and witness the birth of our Savior.  How different the story would be had the ox turned 
away the dog. 

The message of this book is simple, yet so important.  There is no judgment or ridicule.  Each animal is accepted and 
welcomed, allowing the other animals to see the world through the eyes of the cold stranger at the door.  Each animal 
shows the next animal the same COMPASSION and EMPATHY shown to it, until the final visitor brings the ultimate 
gift, Jesus.  Compassion and Empathy is the message we seek to teach our children … to see the world through the 
eyes of others and to offer that which we have to bless the world. 

The Community Connection mission project for the month of December is notes and cards for our “Grandpals”, the shut
-ins of Anona.  The children make simple treasures of love for one who is alone during this Holiday Season.  We get so 
many notes of thanks for this expression of Compassion, Empathy and Love. 

 Our VPK classes will present their version of the Christmas Story through music, action and props.  Pastor Jack leads 
the children in telling the story of Christ’s birth as the children play the parts of all participants in the story.  From the 
Star to the Wise People (it is 2016, after all), to the Holy Donkey and the Holy Family, the children sing and praise their 
perception of the birth of Christ.  Join us on Friday, December 16 for a double feature.  The Shooting Stars and Anona 
Pals VPK classes will each present their program beginning at 10:30 in the FX Theatre.  Join us for a truly inspiring pro-
gram and celebrate Christmas … Through the Eyes of a Child.   As always. 
 

We Wish You Well… Sharon and Pam  
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
 Children play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 

Children explore different bible themes through story,      
craft, & song. They will be able to answer the question 
“Why is Jesus special?” as we countdown to Christmas. 

 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for 

children that lets them explore their faith through play, 
stories, and parables from the Bible. 

 Our children will be learning Why Jesus special with em-
phasis on our Memory Verse: "God has given a Son to 
us.” Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out  
Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 

 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 
years old as of August 17th are invited join us for 
indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The 
cost is $15 per week. Preregistration is  
required by emailing Kandace@Anona.com or  
calling Kandace Melzer: 595-2581 ext 250. 

mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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WHY? MAKING SENSE OF GOD'S WILL—Thursdays in January 2017 
 

Why does God allow tragedy and suffering to exist? Why are my prayers not answered?  Why does God sometimes 
seem so distant and uninvolved?  Do my decisions make a difference?  How can I trust God, when nothing seems to 
make sense?  How or is, God’s will at work in our world.  In this 5 week study, we will use Rev. Adam Hamilton’s inspir-
ing pocket size book and videos: WHY? Making Sense of God’s Will. Book is $10, with scholarships available and avail-
able at Connection Point or at the first class.  Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 9, 16.  Facilitator: Nick Fritsch 6:30pm in  Room 110 

Many of us can easily associate joy with the Christmas season -- that feeling of joy comes natu-
rally in the preparation, the parties and in the eyes of our children.  Oftentimes it's difficult for us 
to notice that people all around us are struggling to find the joy, peace, love and HOPE that the 

birth of Jesus represents.  As we race headlong into the Christmas frenzy and busy-ness, join us in Simply Worship for 
some time to stop...to breathe...to be still and know He is God.  Find the space to open your eyes, ears, heart and mind 
to an awareness of those around us who are struggling to "be happy".  We are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
and practicing quiet time and prayer strengthens us and give us the Spirit-lead guidance to be that!  We practice 12 
minutes of quiet time each week in the beautiful, historic chapel on the Anona main campus.  We meet every Sunday 
10:45 a.m.  Worship time is followed by coffee and conversation with a diverse group of people.   
  
Join us 12/4 for a time of spontaneous music-only worship experience (no plan--scary!) and on 12/18 we are planning a 
special healing worship experience the Sunday before Christmas.  Come as you are.  For more information con-
tact Deb at dbhilleary@gmail.com.    
                               “Like” us on the Anona Simply Worship Facebook page. 

Advent Study (Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21) 
 

Awaiting the Already, by Magrey R. deVega  
 

For Christians, Advent has two aspects, it looks back upon Christ’s coming in celebration while at 
the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he 

returns for his people.  It is somewhat a paradox that we are preparing for something that has al-
ready taken place, and is yet to come.   

 

During this four week study, each of the four gospels will prepare us in their unique way for a fresh 
encounter of Jesus birth or his ministry which will help us experience the Christ of the present.  

Room 110, 6:30-8pm with facilitator Kathy Snead. 

Methodism 101, Laying the Foundation for a Disciples Path 
A class for adults to explore what it means to be a disciple in the United Methodist Church.  The mission of the church 
is to “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.  Come investigate the Methodist foundations 
for our Christian faith: (1) the Bible, (2) Tradition, (3) Experience, (4) Reason.   You will also discover how we as mem-
bers pledge to support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  No matter 
your denomination or church of the past, this will help you understand the rich heritage of Anona and will lead you to 
travel the path of discipleship with others.  This 8 week class meets Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:30pm, in room 110, begin-
ning January 11th.  Kathy Freeburg and Karen Creamer will facilitate.  Class materials are $20, with scholarships avail-
able.  Sign up on line, or at Connection Point. 
 
Disciple Bible Study Fast Track 
Disciple Fast Track, an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study, provides a viable option for busy 
people seeking comprehensive engagement over time with the entire biblical text. Participants read 3-5 chapters of the 
Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings, which last approximately 2 hours.  The first portion of the study is an 
overview in 12 weeks of the Old Testament.  This class will meet on Tuesdays, 10am – noon in room 110, starting Jan-
uary 3rd and continuing through March 21st.  Study manual is $15, with Scholarships available.  The class will be led 
by M.E. Ram and Allyson Stinson.  Sign up on line or at Connection Point.  This class will be offered again in the fall of 
2017.  The second portion of the study is an overview of the New Testament and will be offered in January 2018 to 
those who have completed the Old Testament portion.  This is ideal for our snowbirds and other seasonal residents 
who have not been able to participate in a Disciple Bible Study in the past due to it 32 week schedule. 

To register for the classes below—visit the Connection Point desk or go online: www.anona.com/adultgroups. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

“Always be joyful because 
you belong to the Lord. I will 

say it again. Be joyful!”  
(PHILIPPIANS 4:4) 

 

   1 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

2  

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  5:00 PM Son Seekers Dinner @  

                 Olive Garden 

  6:00 PM Parents Night Out 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

3  Sweet Dreams Children’s                
                 Home Trip 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

4  2nd Sunday of Advent  
            RCS Food Pantry 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

5 

10:00 AM UMW Board 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

6 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                         

10:30 AM Choraliers   

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen,  

                 Let the Journey Begin 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra, 

                 Tai Chi/Qi Gong 

7 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

 

8 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

9              

  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  6:30 PM Kids Concert 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

10 

7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 

6:00 PM Serenity Gardens Candlelight  

               Service 

11     3rd Sunday of Advent     
             Change 4 Change 
                    Cantata 
   Blood Pressure Screening 
               Blood Mobile 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

(Youth Sign Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

12 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, 

                Holy Land Revealed  

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

13 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Choraliers   

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood)                     

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM SPRC, Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study,  

                 Tai Chi/Qi Gong 

14 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

 

15 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

  7:30 PM Praise Choir @ Botanical  

                 Gardens 

16             

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  7:00 PM SHS Football Banquet 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

17 

18     4th Sunday of Advent  
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters, Book Club 

19      Schools Closed - 30 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

20 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:30 AM Choraliers   

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Tai Chi/Qi Gong 

21 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly   

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

22 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 

 

23    Church Closes at Noon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  7:00 PM 360 United Christmas Eve Eve 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

24 Christmas Eve 
4:00 PM FX 

6:00 PM Traditional 

6:00 PM Traditional at St. Mark’s 

7:30 PM Contemporary 

8:00 PM Traditional 

25  Christmas Service 10 AM 
NO         Youth Group    

 

26          Church Closed 

   

27  

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

   

   

28 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

  6:30 PM AA 

29 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 

 

30    Church Closes at Noon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

31           New Years Eve 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

“Always be joyful because 
you belong to the Lord. I will 

say it again. Be joyful!”  
(PHILIPPIANS 4:4) 

 

   1 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

2  

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  5:00 PM Son Seekers Dinner @  

                 Olive Garden 

  6:00 PM Parents Night Out 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

3  Sweet Dreams Children’s                
                 Home Trip 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

4  2nd Sunday of Advent  
            RCS Food Pantry 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters 

5 

10:00 AM UMW Board 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

6 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                         

10:30 AM Choraliers   

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen,  

                 Let the Journey Begin 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra, 

                 Tai Chi/Qi Gong 

7 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

 

8 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

9              

  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  6:30 PM Kids Concert 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 
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7:30 AM Habitat for Humanity 

6:00 PM Serenity Gardens Candlelight  

               Service 

11     3rd Sunday of Advent     
             Change 4 Change 
                    Cantata 
   Blood Pressure Screening 
               Blood Mobile 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

(Youth Sign Language Group) 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

12 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry, 

                Holy Land Revealed  

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Choraliers   

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood)                     

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM SPRC, Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study,  

                 Tai Chi/Qi Gong 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong   

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

 

15 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

  7:30 PM Praise Choir @ Botanical  

                 Gardens 

16             

  9:00 AM Quilters 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  7:00 PM SHS Football Banquet 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 
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18     4th Sunday of Advent  
4:15 PM Praise in Motion (Youth Sign  

               Language Group) 

6:30 PM Spirited Sisters, Book Club 

19      Schools Closed - 30 

  6:00 PM Stephen Minister Training,  

                 Food for the Soul 

  6:30 PM Holy Land Revealed 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:30 AM Choraliers   

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Tai Chi/Qi Gong 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly   

  9:30 AM Tai Chi/Qi Gong    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Advent Study 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

22 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 

 

23    Church Closes at Noon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  7:00 PM 360 United Christmas Eve Eve 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

24 Christmas Eve 
4:00 PM FX 

6:00 PM Traditional 

6:00 PM Traditional at St. Mark’s 

7:30 PM Contemporary 

8:00 PM Traditional 

25  Christmas Service 10 AM 
NO         Youth Group    

 

26          Church Closed 

   

27  

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

   

   

28 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

  6:30 PM AA 

29 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 

 

30    Church Closes at Noon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship @ Largo Golf 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

31           New Years Eve 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com, “Worship”, “Worship Minis-
tries”, “Academy of Arts”, or contact Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students 
welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Beyla Alfonso (Piano-Ross); Connor Daland (Drums-Spittle); Devin Rametta (Piano-
Ross);  Ella Beamon (Ukelele-Spittle) 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE!  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship funds are now available for stu-
dents in financial need.  We look forward to serving you! 

THANKS TO ALL ACADEMY STUDENTS who performed at the Stephen Ministers Christmas Party in Wesley Hall on 
November 14, 2016.  Academy students will also be performing Christmas Music in Narthex on Sunday, December 18, 
2017 before, between and after services.   

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially 
in need of keyboards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians. 
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Dona-
tion” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box 
(bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

MUSIC THEORY: The purpose of the percussion section of an orchestra is to accent the rhythm, generate excitement 
at the climaxes, and inject splashes of color into the orchestral sound.  Percussion instruments are divided into two 

groups:  those which have definite pitches, such as the timpani and xylophone, and those which are unpitched, 
such as the snare drum, tambourine, or triangle. 

How To Feel Joy 

The Joy to the world. Happy Holidays. Merry Christmas. There are moments you may truly feel joy, 
happiness and merry. There are moments when you may wish you did, and others where you simply 
do not. Yet, we are approaching the time of year where we need to eat, drink and be merry. What to 
do? 

One of the things I share with my clients is that December is just like every other month of the year 
except we put greater expectations on ourselves, on our time and energy. We stretch ourselves to the 
max and then place higher demands on our capacity to live the nine Fruits of the Spirit. 

So, how can you ensure that you have enough left over to actually feel joy? My answer would be to shift your thinking. 
When you feel you are doing activities to benefit others, shift – and feel the joy of what your activity will bring to you. 

Carving some time to take care of your needs is essential, as well. When you are in the midst of people expressing joy, 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to authentically feel the same joy? That can happen when you are refreshed and renewed 
through self-care. 

These action steps will benefit most people. I am well aware though that some people are struggling through sadness 
or grief, and the joy that others are expressing is difficult. I want you to know that we are here for you to share your bur-
den. There is always a Stephen Minister at all church services. Please call me if you’d like to have counseling services.  

 

May you have the blessing of joy this Christmas. 

Dina Meitner, LCSW 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   

727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 
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WELCOME OUR NEW NEIGHBORS! 
 

Between December 15 - 20, Six Habitat Families 
will receive the keys to their new home - just in 
time for Christmas. All of these new homes are on or adjacent to 125th 
Street, just a couple of blocks north of Wilcox Road.  
 

OPEN TO ALL -  Look for the crowd and Listen for the music! 
Dec 15 (Thursday)    3:00pm the Santiago and Vasquez Family 
                                  3:30pm the Elias and Caldera Family 
                                  4:00pm the Moore Family 
Dec 16 (Friday)         TBA the Brown Family 
Dec 20 (Tuesday)     9:00am the Moore Family (different Moore Family) 
             Tentative      TBA the Stubbs Family 
 

Come Celebrate with our six new neighbors, including 13 children 
 

Our next build is: December 10, 7:30A - 3:00P 
Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald at 365-2800,  

email dsgerald@hotmail.com.   

Anona Christmas Mission’s Tree – A Message from our youth Change 4 Change Group 

Calling all Santas……..It’s that time of year again, that we call on you.  The Missions Team and Change 4 Change are 
challenging you to help us make Christmas a joyous occasion for all the children, individuals and families that we help 
during this time of year.  Each year we put up a Missions Tree in the Narthex and ask all of you to help us by purchasing 
items on the tree so that we can deliver the gifts to our local community.  The tree will have the tags on it from the end of 
November and throughout December leading up to Christmas.  We ask that if you pick a tag that you please hold on to 
your gift until Sunday, December 18th (plants may be brought in at any time so that recipients can enjoy them all through 
the holidays). At that time we will have Mission Team members at The Mission Tree to accept the donation items.  
Here’s a list of mission opportunities that will be on the Christmas Mission’s Tree this year: 

Homebound Gift (this year we are requesting approx. 6” tall festive Christmas plants for the homebound – plants may 
be brought in to the church lobby and dropped off at any time for quick delivery to the homebound) 

David Lott Scholarship (Provides camp scholarships to Anona youth) 

Sally Berthy Scholarship (Benefits pre-school and elementary aged children in the Anona Child Development Center) 

Anona Academy Scholarship (Provides a music scholarship for a child) 

Staples School Pack (Your $25 donation provides students in our community with an 8gb flash drive, book, earbuds 
and more!) 

Homeless Gift Pack (Can be any of the following items or a complete set: Bus Passes, socks, sunscreen, bug spray, 
chapstick, portable snacks, refillable water bottle/bottled water) 

Toys for various ages (Benefits Micronesian Families in support of our partners at United Methodist Cooperative Minis-
tries) 

On the second Sunday of every month, students in the eleventh grade small group stand in front of the entrances and 
exits of the different services. You might see us, we’re the ones in the purple shirts asking for your change. The money 
we collect goes out into the community and into the world to make it better. Every year for the past few years Change 4 
Change has adopted a family or children with terminal illness or unaccompanied students from Pinellas County for the 
holidays so that they may have the Christmas of their dreams. The only personal information we get about the family are 
their ages, and genders. We try and get them all several new outfits, and for the younger kids, toys as well. We also take 
part in The Anona Christmas Mission’s Tree that goes up during the holiday season in the lobby of the Church. Change 
4 Change always takes several tags, but this year we have a goal of making sure there are no tags left. You can help 
with this goal!!!  We challenge you to pay it forward. The Missions Team and Change 4 Change thanks you in advance 
for your kindness and generosity - we hope you will enjoy picking out a 'tag' that supports one of the areas of ministry. 
Remember to hold on to gifts and bring them unwrapped to the Mission Tree on the 18th! 

Katherine T. Smith Scholarship forms now available! 

The Katherine T. Smith Scholarship was created through the generous estate of Ms. Smith for the primary purpose of 
providing financial support and assistance to seminary students and candidates for ministry.  Traditional curriculum stu-
dents are eligible for award of the remaining dollars not awarded to seminarians. 

K.T. Smith Scholarship forms for students entering or returning to post-high school education (college, seminary, voca-
tional schools) for the 2017-2018 school year will be available November 1st in the church lobby or on the Anona web-
site (www.anona.com/ktsmith).  Deadline for submission of applications is January 4th, 2017. 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE 
December 11 

The 11
th
 grade small group will be col-

lecting your spare change to support a 
number of mission projects in our com-

munity and beyond.  Thank you! 

AMAZON SMILES 
 

Please support our mission partners 
while you shop on Amazon.com - it’s as 
easy as typing www.smile.amazon.com! 

For more information and detailed in-
structions go to the missions page at 

www.anona.com. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


Anona Book Club’s December book, Odette’s Secrets, December 18, 6:30 PM                                                                                               

Inspired by the life of the real Odette Meyers, the book tells a child’s story in her child’s voice.  

Odette’s Secrets by Maryann Mcdonald, 240 pages 

Please join us on Sunday, December 18th, in the Bride’s Room, at 6:30 PM.  Come in the Fellowship Hall door; go to-
ward the Sanctuary; just as you enter the Sanctuary, turn left, walking behind the pews, and enter 
the Bride’s Room at the back of the Sanctuary.  January’s book is A Storied Life of A J Fikry by Ga-
brielle Zevin: discussion held on January 22nd. 

”Odette is a young Jewish girl living in Paris during a dangerous time. The Nazis have invaded the 
city, and every day brings new threats.  After Odette's father enlists in the French army and her 
mother joins the Resistance, Odette is sent to the countryside until it is safe to return. On the sur-
face, she leads the life of a regular girl--going to school, doing chores, and even attending Catholic 
Mass with other children. But inside, she is burning with secrets about the life she left behind and 
her true identity.” (Amazon.com) 

For additional information, contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly 
Walk Live is now Walk15! Still a heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise ver-
sion of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable to all levels of fit-
ness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add up to an effec-
tive workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and 
join us Tuesdays at 6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewith-
molly@gmail.com 
 
Mary Fellowship—Second Tuesday of each month 
We invite you to join the Mary Fellowship group for devotions, prayer, refreshments and a special program. Meeting 
December  8, 2016 in the Bride’s room at Anona. Please call Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 for further information.  
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays, 5:30-6pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten for more information. 
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110—No December Classes, Resumes in January 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 

Fibromyalgia Support Group—Second Saturday 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: December 10th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 

Son Seekers Startup for Fall 
Son Seekers, an Anona small group to which all seasonal residents are invited to Son seekers for fellowship and activ-
ities.  The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide information about Anona 
and grow spiritually.  Monthly outing as indicated above are also planned.   
 

December 2 – will begin at 5pm with dinner at Oliver Garden, followed by enjoying the Christmas decorations at the 
Botanical Gardens in Largo.  
 

December 9 will be a meet and greet at 11:00am and lunch at 11:30am.  A special Christmas carol sing-along music 
program will follow by Anona’s new organist Shawn Thomas.  Lunch will cost $7.  Lunch will cost $7. You may bring 
your own table service.  Paper products will be provided if you need them. 
 

If you would like to attend, please call Jean Berry at the church (727-595-2581) or sign up at the Connection Point no 
later than the Wednesday prior to the scheduled meeting.  
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UNIT MEETING:  Rachel Circle and Priscilla Circle will meet together on December 8 at 
the Belleview Biltmore Golf Club for their annual Christmas luncheon and unit meeting.  All 
women are welcome to attend but must make reservations by December 1 by calling Judy 
Lee at 596-8274 or emailing Karen Creamer (karen.creamer@tampabay.rr.com).  The 
cost of the luncheon is $13.00, including tax and tip.  Bring a friend!   
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE and Church of the Isles held a Halloween party for the Miracles Out-
reach girls on October 29, and it was a big success.  In January, we will be teaching them to do basic sewing, including 
how to hem a skirt or pants and how to sew on a button. We are also planning to have them make ditty bags—the ones 
the UMW fills for migrant workers each fall—as their own mission project.  We could use donations of fabric, thread and 
needles for these activities, and the girls continue to need personal grooming and hygiene items, as well as toilet tissue 
and cleaning supplies. Donation bins are located in the shared narthex, and we really appreciate your support! 
 
Circle Meetings:  
 

Rachel Circle meets December 8 at Belleview Biltmore Golf Club.  Normal meeting location is the library at Anona on 
the 2nd Thursday of months September through May at 1:00 pm  
 
Priscilla Circle meets December 6 for lunch (bring your own) at 12:00 Noon and on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 
the Glenwood Estates clubhouse, 12501 Ulmerton Road, Largo. 
 
All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

What men were there and what men weren’t there at the time of Jesus’s birth?  By reading 
the events surrounding Jesus’ birth, we can assume the following: Peter, James and John 
weren’t there.  Either they weren’t born yet or they were mere children when that Silent 
and Holy night occurred.  Same with Judas and Bartholomew.  And the others whose lives 
would be transformed near the river Jordan and the Sea of Galilee in their later years.  It’s 
hard to imagine Saul of Tarsus was growing up as a just a lad in Asia Minor (today Tur-
key) with a Roman father and Jewish mother.  Later to become a persecutor of Christians.     

Cousin John was merely a new born baby surrounded 
by a loving and protective family.  Little did Elizabeth and Zacharias realize their son 
would leave all this comfort behind and live in a wilderness eating locusts while living 
out the prophecy Zacharias spoke in Luke 1: 67-79 and baptizing people with water. 
 

So the movers and shakers of the world were just babies or not even born yet when 
God inserted Himself into human form and became the Son of Man for our righteous-
ness.  Those who witnessed this event besides Mary and Elizabeth were Joseph, the 

step-dad for Jesus.  Joseph disappeared from the gospel story sometime after our 12-year old Jesus was left behind in 
Jerusalem.  There was uncle Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist.  There was the innkeeper in Bethlehem.  There 
were the shepherds called by a host of angels.  There were Simeon and Anna at the temple in Jerusalem at the time of 
Jesus’ circumcision.  And the Magi from the east.  And there was Herod, the Great Terrorist and his soldiers from the 
dark side of the gospel reading.  There were people from the poorest to the richest.  From the youngest to the old.  A 
Christmas story to remind us there is something mightier and more glorious than we can imagine waiting for us, if we 
only get on our knees, raise up our eyes and hands, and focus on Jesus. 
 

NACP UMM Recognition 
For recognition by the UMM National Association of Conference Presidents (NACP) in March 2, 2017, we are looking for 
any organization under Anona’s umbrella of churches which can compile a list of examples where men have made a 
difference in the life of the church and the people in and outside the church it serves.  Please put the nomination and list 
inside an envelope in the United Methodist Men mailbox at Anona. 
 

International UMM Event  
July 7-8, 2017, are the dates for the 12th quadrennial gathering of Methodist Men from around the globe.  The theme for 
this event is “Discipleship – a contact sport”.  This event is being held in Indianapolis.  Any Methodist man interested in 
attending this event should contact Chet Klinger for details.  
 

A Florida UMM Event 
COMING MAY 6, 2017 - IGNITING MEN CONFERENCE - a United Methodist Men’s Ministry Florida Event - First Unit-
ed Methodist Church at 263 King St., Oviedo, Florida - An event for our active men – to be a leader in God’s House, one 
needs to be a leader in his own house.   
 

Workshops at this one-day event – Got Your Back: Men forging Bonds of Brotherhood; Building an Effective Men’s Min-
istry; A Call to Action; Personal Leadership - “it starts with you”  Living Out of the Rut; Don’t Blow it With God; No Man 
Left Behind; Untangled Men and Marriage; Igniting your Men; God Believes in You; He can’t be wrong; Your Giants ain’t 
Jack; Live a Life that matters for God. 
 

Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida/ 
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Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend on Wednesday December 7 at 10:30am in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area). Invite your friends or fam-

ily who would like to learn more about our church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  

It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you are unable to attend this session, Sandy 

Drugash is willing to meet with you at your convenience.  For more information, email sandy@anona.com or call 595-

2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 

NEXT MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY: To be announced 
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Join Us 

 
Magazine Due Date Reminders:   

January Magazine due by Fri, Dec 2 

The Anona Tech Arts team is inviting new members to join the ministry of amplifying the message each Sunday 
and expand the support for Anona’s dynamic and active campus needs. On Sunday mornings, we walk in as a member 
of the diverse worship teams, operating the audio mixer as an instrument, driving the visual worship experience with lyr-
ics and lights, and being the technical support behind the scenes to keep the service running smoothly. Other opportuni-
ties on campus during the week involve preparing media in rooms for small groups, classes and life celebrations. While 
a successful Tech Arts ministry results in an invisible, seamless experience, it is rewarding knowing that ministry can 
occur without distraction and provide a rich experience. The less the technology is in the way, the more people can fo-
cus on God being present with them. 
 
Joining the Tech Arts team does not require any prior experience. We will be holding formal training times on the first 
(10:30am) and third (6:30pm) Mondays of each month in the contemporary worship space. Individual training can be 
provided at other times as requested. The only thing that is required is a passion to serve, a willingness to learn and 
availability during evening rehearsals if you are part of Sunday services. 
 
Positions available: 
Sound, Sound & Stage Assistance, Lyrics, Lights, Campus Media Support, Memorial Service Tech 
 
Contact: Jonathan Dennison - Director of Technical Arts 
Jonathan@anona.com 
(352) 255-1413 

CHRISTMAS EVE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

We are looking for extra greeters and a parking team 
to serve with a joyous heart at our various Christmas 
Eve services Sign up at Connection Point or contact 

Sandy Drugash: sandy@anona.com,  
595-2581 x228 with questions. 

mailto:Jonathan@anona.com


Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
12/01 Ann Waite 
12/02 Betty Hill 
12/04 Jean Lutton 
12/05 Agnes Bedell 
12/07 Doug Cowdin 
12/08 Marleen Ruppel 
12/10 Gerri Thompson 
12/11 Phyllis Kalunian 
12/12 Marilyn Raun 
12/13 Patti Caravaggio 
 Celine Noblit 
12/14 Dorothy Dupper 
 Bette Ra Ivey 
12/15 Pat Roberts 
 Samuel Tidwell 
 Bill Williams 
12/16 Edwin Keif 
 John Slater 
12/17 Jane Madden 
12/18 Norma Beirne 
12/19  Barbara Keast 
 Patricia Kostelnik 
12/20 Clarence Ruppel 
12/23 Suzanne Beard 
12/24 Betty Andrews 
 Ralph Montgomery 
12/26 Virginia Dews 
 Marjorie Walton 
12/28 Helen Rosbolt 
12/29 Richard Krisel 
12/30 Ross McCutchan 
12/31 Richard Broga 
 Harry Gaines 

 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
12/01 Jim & Cat Coats     43 yrs. 
12/03 Scott & Kristine Magness              33 yrs. 
  John & Anne Snyder    34 yrs. 
12/04 Bob & Gina Bruce    46 yrs. 
  Dennis & Cindy Krager    35 yrs. 
12/05 Bud & Charlene Kalck    29 yrs. 
  Peter & Anne Lopez    29 yrs. 
  Ken & Sandy O'Bryant     41 yrs. 
  Bob & Esther Seidel    29 yrs. 
  Darrell & Jessica Wycoff               29 yrs. 
12/08 Greg & Mel Taylor    25 yrs.  
12/12 James & Amy Dyson      46 yrs. 
  Ted & Sara Pinkerton    29 yrs. 
12/13 David & Beth McCuen    30 yrs. 
12/14 Dick & Susan Murbach    27 yrs. 
12/16 Nick & Gail Miller    44 yrs. 
12/18 Ron & Betty Williams    45 yrs. 
12/20 Jack & Mary Cheney    36 yrs. 
12/23 John & Becky Creveling     45 yrs. 
  Mike & Anne Lyon    49 yrs. 
  Pete & Pat Zaleski    56 yrs. 
12/24 John Lundahl & Lee Roskamp    25 yrs. 
12/27 Darrell & Virginia Clark    59 yrs. 
  Don & Elda Fitzsimmons                63 yrs. 
  John & Sheila Remley    63 yrs. 
12/28 Doug & Char Cowdin    59 yrs. 
  Andy & Lynn Craske     31 yrs. 
    Tom & Staci Dollenmayer    25 yrs. 
  Ward & Pam Johansen    25 yrs. 
  John & Enid Lythgoe      48 yrs. 
  Glenn & Linda Martin    43 yrs. 
  Cecil Rowe & Irma Porterfield-Rowe  28 yrs. 
12/29 Jeff & Jean Berry    26 yrs. 
  George & Nan Hubbell    26 yrs. 
12/30 Art & Bebe Allwood     61 yrs. 
  Bob & Sylvia Walker    33 yrs. 
12/31 John & Sherrod West    47 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Clare James.  Clare joined Anona in 2002. 
 
The Family of James (Jim) Little.  Jim joined Anona in 1961. 
 
The Family of  Claire Ferguson.  Claire joined Anona 1956. 
 
The Family of Mary Eck.  Mary joined Anona in 1989. 
 
The Family of Dot Denney.  Dot joined Anona in 2001. 
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Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Jim Stevenson 
Brandon Hunt 

Bill and Lisa Stiffler 
JoAnn Fedorczyk 

Jonathan Dennison 
Allen and Diane Johnson 

Don and Mary Smith 

New Members 

Brooke Olive Forsman  
Ben Le Tollon  

Kennedy Grace Sellers  
Hunter Joseph Manning 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 



In each caring relationship, Stephen Ministers are trained to be compassionate, confidential, trustworthy and faithful 
while providing distinctively Christian care.  We very often find ourselves sorting through the troubles and emotions of 
those for whom we care, so it is necessary for us to know and maintain  our personal boundaries and also be able to 
help our care receivers consider appropriate boundaries in their own lives. 
 
For all of us, physical boundaries help us determine who may touch you and under what circumstance.  Mental bound-
aries give us the freedom to have our own thoughts and opinions.  Emotional boundaries help us deal with our own 
emotions and disengage from the harmful manipulative emotions of others.  Most importantly, especially in this Minis-
try, are spiritual boundaries which help us distinguish God’s will from our own and give us a renewed awe for our Crea-
tor. 
 
Setting boundaries is not easy.  For some, setting boundaries can lead to concern over hurting someone, or to fear of 
inciting anger, disapproval or rejection. One may even feel guilty at the thought of setting boundaries. In an attempt to 
always be loving and giving, some Christians may go beyond their own limitations and suffer needlessly.  
 
Do you sometimes wonder how you can set limits and still be a loving person? Do you find it difficult to respond to 
someone who demands all your time, love, energy or even money?  
 
My training and experience as a Stephen Minister has proven to me that setting 
boundaries can bring new health to relationships and that sound boundaries can 
provide freedom to walk as the loving, giving and fulfilled person God has called 
me to be.  
 
 A Stephen Minister is available to help you find this same freedom.  Please 
 call  727-595-2581 extension 408 and ask for a Stephen Minister today. 
 
 

Larry Cottrell 
Stephen Minister 

Boundaries 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Two important forms are available from our Pastoral Care Office and were discussed in worship on All Saints Sun-
day.  The Private Information Form is for you to fill out personal information such as financial accounts, passwords, 
location of other important documents and how you want your personal property handled.  This form should be kept 
in a safe place with copies to your family, attorney or trustee of your estate. 
 
The Personal Wishes form allows you to record your preferences of the handling of your earthly remains and the type 
of service and specifics you would like included in your service.  Please return a copy of this form to the church office.  
You can retrieve these forms online at www.anona.com/lifeplanning or come by the church office.  If you have ques-
tions or need help with the forms, please contact Gary Thomas at 595-2581 ext 225 or gary@anona.com.   

 
 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, December 1 and 15, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call the Anona Family Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and families 

for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, work-

shops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Shawn Thomas Organist/Asst Director of Worship  shawn@anona.com 222 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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December Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Children’s Worship Arts Concert 
Friday, December 9 

 

Cantata in Traditional Services 
Sunday, December 11 

Featuring Sanctuary and Praise Choirs 
And Anona Orchestra 

 

December Mission 
Angel Mission Tree—Pick Up a tag from the 

Tree and return those purchases on December 18 
 

Office Closes at Noon on Fri., Dec. 23 

Closed on Mon., Dec. 26 

Closes at Noon on Fri., Dec. 30 
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