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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

Christmas, my favorite time of the year (except that you can’t swim in December).  I love the feel of the air.  I soak in 
the sounds and smells, and lights.  I have a lot of favorite things that happen this season, but my most favorite thing is 
something that grows through the years into a maturity that is Christ like in its beauty.  It’s the point of it all. 

When we are young we are taught the Christmas Story.  We act out the coming of the Three Wise men with their gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  We learn that Baby Jesus is the gift of God to the world.  We learn about traditions, trees, 
lights, family gatherings and decorations.  We eat special food.  We may even sit on Santa’s lap.  Our focus however in 
all this is that we GET gifts.  People give us stuff.  And not just any stuff.  Good stuff they think we’ll like. 

When we grow up we mature into exactly the opposite.  We now teach the story.  We put out the lights, plan the gather-
ings, hang the decorations, and buy and prepare all that food.  Our focus has changed.  We are not provided for so 
much as we provide.  We are not considered so much as we consider.  We have moved from GETTING to GIVING.  It 
is a sweet thing.  I pray for that maturity to have occurred in you.   

My most favorite thing in the Christmas season is you.  What your heart has become.  What your spirit has 
achieved.  Your contentment is now that you can give, not that someone will give to you.  You don’t need a thing.  You 
are.  You simply are the gift.  You have become the presence of Christ.  I find that quite beautiful. More than any sym-
bol, tradition, light, cross or crèche, I see Christ in you. 
 

December 3 Stuff Wars: A New Hope Luke 12: 13-21 
As we enter the Advent and Christmas Season, we are constantly barraged with an abundance of “Stuff”: Stuff you 
need, stuff you want, stuff you think you need (but really you want), even stuff advertisers and retailers tell you you 
need (which you wonder why in the first place). In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches us about the parable of the rich 
fool, and the challenge of facing our “stuff”. This morning we are going on a journey to find a new hope in the war on 
“Stuff” as we seek to live a life of generosity.  Sermon given by: Rev. Jeremy Herrington 

December 10 The Simple Gospel John 1:12 
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave power to become the children of God, even to them who believe on 
His Name.”  As we approach Christmas, believing is the doorway to the season.  Without it, the darkness grabs 
hold.  With it, the darkness cannot.  It’s that simple.  The simple gospel of claiming the name of Jesus. 

December 17 Christmas Cantata: The Wonder of Christmas (Traditional Services)  

 In Him (Contemporary) John 1:1-5 
“In Him Was Life; and the life was the light of humanity.” Is his life your light?  Are you finding your way through his life? 

December 24 Christmas Eve Morning John 1:11 
Don’t Miss It. “He came unto His own, and His own received Him not”.  It’s Christmas Eve!  Don’t miss out on the rea-
son for the season! 

December 31 In Search of….Wisdom (Traditional Services) Matthew 2:1-12 
As a child, I remember a popular TV show in the late 70’s called In Search Of,  starring Leonard Nimoy. This series was 
an educational entertainment show that explored many mysteries of the world: seeking answers to many of life’s unan-
swered questions. Our Scripture this week is about the journey the Magi, who were on a search mission of their own. 
This morning we’ll talk about the Magi’s journey, and reflect on our own “In Search of” journey as we seek wisdom 
through our exploration of God’s Word for the new year ahead. Sermon given by: Rev. Jeremy Herrington 

 Look at the World (Contemporary Service) Psalm 19:1-2 
Sometimes the thought of doing something that will help us know God better leaves us less than excited. But if you 
change the way you approach getting to know God, you might be surprised at what you discover! This week, we’ll see 
that one way we can know God better is by looking at the world He created. Sermon given by: Rev. Richard Landon 

 
See You Sunday, 
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I was blessed to have my first grandchild this year.  Charlotte Clair Thomas was born August 31st.  My son and his wife 
“did good”.  I’ve seen the change in them over the last year as they prepared for this new bundle of joy.  They were more 
focused on getting ready for her, after all you need clothes, cribs, diapers, bottles, car seats, bassinets, changing tables, 
a nursery, baby proof the house, etc, etc, etc.  A whole host of things that you never dealt with or thought about before 
now becomes very important.  Once Charlotte was born, a new found love that is overwhelming and indescribable 
comes over the whole family.  A precious new child in your family causes you to look at the future and life in general with 
new perspectives, hopes and dreams.   
 
God looked upon his creation and saw it was in need of a savior. God so loved the world that he gave his only son.  God 
had earlier sent judges, kings and prophets to lead his people.  Now, when the time was right (in God’s own time), he 
sent himself into the world as a child, a precious bundle of joy that would experience life as all human beings have done 
since the beginning.  In this way, the world could experience God’s love through human contact; the face in the image of 
God, the eyes that could see so deep, the smile and laugh that could thrill your heart, the touch of the hands that healed 
your pain, the words that touched your soul.  His presence led people to experience a host of things that they never 
dealt with or thought about before.  And people responded by giving of themselves, their gifts, time, talents and re-
sources to share with others this overwhelming and indescribable love that they were experiencing. 
 
May your journey through this Advent and Christmas season be like having a child in your family. You have to focus on 
getting ready, preparing for that bundle of joy.  There are new demands on your time and new priorities which are im-
portant.  May the birth of the Christ child this Christmas cause you to look at the future and life in general with new per-
spectives, hopes and dreams.  And may you respond to God’s overwhelming and indescribable love by sharing your 
gifts of time, talent, and resources with those around you.  Merry Christmas!  
 

December 1st:  Game Night 
December 2nd:  Breakfast for Pack-a-Sack, $4 
Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 
 

Pastor Gary   

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 Breakfast benefits Pack-a-Sack 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

As we celebrate the season of Advent, Christmas, and of Generosity, I hope that you can be a part of some of the many 
exciting worship services and events happening this month on the Anona campus! 

Sunday, December 3rd (8:15 and 11:10 AM Traditional Services) 
A Service of communion and Advent music presented by the Kings Ringers, Praise Choir, and Sanctuary Choir. 

Sunday, December 10th (11:10 AM Traditional Service) 
Come and hear exciting Christmas music from the Carol Choir,  

Children’s  Chimes and Bells, and our Kids Choir in worship. 

Friday, December 15th (6:30 PM in the FX Theater) Anona Kids Worship Arts Christmas Concert  
An evening of music and dance presented by our children and youth worship arts teams! 

Sunday, December 17th (8:15 and 11:10 AM Traditional Services)  
Christmas Cantata: The Wonder of Christmas by David Hamilton 

Presented by the Sanctuary and Praise Choirs, and Anona Orchestra.  
Come and hear an inspirational morning of Christmas music as we celebrate the birth of Christ! 

Sunday, December 24th: (Morning services) 
 8:15 and 11:10AM  Traditional Services 
 9:30AM  Contemporary Service 
 NO  FX Family Service 
 NO  360 Service 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 
Saturday, December 23rd:  
   6:30PM   360 Christmas Eve Service (FX Theater) 
Sunday, December 24th: 
   4:00PM  FX Service (Worship Center) 
   6:00PM  Traditional I Service (Traditional Sanctuary) 
   7:30PM  Contemporary Service (Worship Center) 
   8:00PM  Traditional II Service (Traditional Sanctuary) 



 

Richard Landon 
 
 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 

As we approach the end of another year and the beginning of the Christian year with Advent, it’s hard not to look back 
and wonder what is going on in our world. There was not one, but three historic hurricanes that devastated areas of the 
U.S. and Puerto Rico, a gunman killed and wounded hundreds in Las Vegas, North Korea is becoming an ever increas-
ing nuclear threat, and the list could go on for quite a while. Move to the more personal side and we discover a nation 
divided along liberal and conservative lines, battles over healthcare, immigration and more. That said, our time is not 
necessarily unique. Every year of history has its share of chaos and that chaos serves to remind us that the Prince of 
Peace was not born into a world of peace. 

Think for a moment of the Christmas story. Israel is under perpetual threat of annihilation under the thumb of Rome. 
Herod the Great hears of the impending birth of the “King of the Jews” and begins plans to kill that king. That plan takes 
form as he has all of the male children in Bethlehem under age two murdered. Fortunately, Jesus’ family escapes to 
Egypt and is spared (Matthew 2:13-18). Jesus wasn’t born into a silent night; he was born into a violent day…a day 
much like any day before or since. It makes you wonder why we say, “Merry Christmas!” Amazingly, God sent his Son 
into this world filled with violent days on purpose for a purpose. 

Jesus was sent to show us a way of hope in the midst of all the chaos. He was sent to show us the power of grace, for-
giveness, love, compassion, joy, and peace even when the world throws its worst at us. Christmas isn’t just a senti-
mental holiday filled with jingling bells, pretty music, and colorful clothing. It’s the day that God said, “Let me show you 
how.” Let me show you how to offer grace, truly love, be filled with compassion, love life, and discover a peace that 
passes all understanding. He even created the church to embody all of these things in the face of all the evil and suffer-
ing. 

How can we say, “Merry Christmas” in our chaotic world? By looking at a baby God sent to be born for us and our world. 
A baby that would grow to teach a small band of women and men in a largely forgotten and downtrodden part of the Ro-
man Empire to share the “Good News” of God’s grace-filled, loving and empowering presence with us, for us, and in us. 
Even and especially in a world seemingly mad, there is no question mark in Merry Christmas. You are part of Christ’s 
Church…God’s kingdom of peace and hope breaking into the world! God’s Son is born! Share the Good News…and 
Merry Christmas!!! 

 

December 3 The Entire World Needs Christmas Matthew 1:22–23 

The Christmas story is full of remarkable moments. But did you know that the Christmas story really kicked off 
long before the actual birth of Jesus? This week, we’ll take a look at what happened before the first Christmas—the 
promises, trials, and victories—that all pointed to one thing: The entire world needed Christmas.   

 

December 10 God Needed Christmas Too Galatians 4:4-5 & Romans 5:8 

We all tend to think of Christmas as a holiday that’s about God, but not really for God. After all, Christmas is really for us, 
right? The truth is, the first Christmas wasn’t just for people—it was for God as well. This week, we’ll discover that not 
only did the world need Christmas to understand God’s love, but God needed it, too. 

 

December 17 The Gift of Freedom Matthew 1:20-21 

Around Christmastime, it’s easy to talk about all the things we get to receive- presents, parties, time with loved ones. But 
what can be equally as impactful is talking about what Christmas invites us to leave behind. Join us this week, as we 
look at how the birth of Jesus offers us freedom from sin; allowing us to leave behind our regrets and mistakes so that 
we can step into the gift of abundant life God wants to give us.  

 

December 23 Christmas Gift Matthew 1:22-23 / Luke 2:1-20 
Its Christmas Eve! We join together and celebrate the birth of our savior and the moment the world was 
changed forever. What does the birth of Jesus mean for our lives today? When we understand the gift given to us it 
changes how we approach our relationships with others and how to interact with the world around us. Join us as we un-
pack how our lives are changed because of the Christmas Story.  

 

December 31st  Look at the World Psalm 19:1-2 

Sometimes the thought of doing something that will help us know God better leaves us less than excited. But if you 
change the way you approach getting to know God, you might be surprised at what you discover! This week, we’ll see 
that one way we can know God better is by looking at the world He created. 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 7 

FX will be meeting at 9:30AM on Dec 24 to deliver 
homemade or store bought goodies for local sheriff 

offices, Fire Departments, 
Hospitals, and more to show 
our GENEROSITY to those 
who work so hard to keep us 
safe and healthy.  
There will not be FX Worship 
that morning. 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

                          Christmas…The Lessons of Compassion and Generosity 

School begins and then, before you know it, it is Christmas!  It always amazes us how quickly the Christmas season 
creeps up on us. This year even more so, because of the week or so we “missed” due to hurricane Irma. With all of the 
busyness and wants and needs pressuring us, how do we remain present, conscious, and focused so we can help our 
children experience the true meaning of this wonderful season of hope and love? 

Conscious Discipline
®
 teaches Compassion and Generosity through the Power of Acceptance and the Skill of Empathy.  

The Power of Acceptance says, “The moment is as it is.” Accepting this fact values each person present and offers the 
opportunity to see the situation without judgment. We are then able to access the Skill of Empathy.  Empathy is the skill 
that helps us handle the upset and process the feelings. 

Empathy wires the brain for self-regulation, is the heart of emotional intelligence, and is achieved through compassion 
for others. It teaches us to generously offer to others that which we have, seek to be helpful and kind, 
and care for our world. When we see the upsets of others, rather than judge their behavior, simply of-
fer, “You seem _____.  Something happened.” This allows the person to share his/her feelings rather 
than defend their actions, resulting in a win-win for all.   

This requires our willingness to give the gift of our time and attention to our children in the midst of our 
“busy” and during the upsets. It is not easy, however, this gift will last forever, wiring them with compas-
sion and generosity. We wish you all a very joyous and peaceful Christmas! 

                 ACDC Registration for the 2018-19 School Year begins in January! 

It’s that time of year! Time to be thinking about your child’s preschool or Elementary before and after school needs for 

the 2018-19 school year! We offer a quality, Conscious Discipline based program developed to empower lifelong learn-

ers. We offer preschool classes for ages 2 - VPK and provide transportation to and from Anona, Bauder and Ridgecrest 

Elementary Schools. Give us a call for more information - 727.593.5437. We look forward to serving our church family! 
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December 
 
This month, we learn about the special delivery of Jesus Christ. 
How angels deliver the good news to Mary that she is going to 
have God’s son, and His name will be Jesus. Jesus is born, and 
the angels tell the shepherds, our savior has been born.  
Memory Verse: “God has given a son to us.” Isaiah 9:6 
Bottom Line: How do we know God loves us? God gave us  
Jesus! 
Basic Truth: God LOVES me. 

 

Nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
 Children play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 

Children explore different bible themes through story,      
craft, & song.   

 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for 

children that lets them explore their faith through play,  
stories, and parables from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn how to  

discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out! 
Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 

 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 years 
old (as of Sept 1, 2017) are invited join us for indoor/
outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The cost is 
$15 per week. Preregistration for fall by emailing 
Kandace@Anona.com or calling Kandace Melzer: 
595-2581 ext 250. 

Find us online: www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Sunday School Teacher in the Nursery  
 

Are you an energetic, dependable person who truly 

loves working with preschool children and you want 

to help spread the word that God Loves them?  You 

trained to help in any of our nursery stages: under 

one year olds, the two year old and our Godly play 

children.  Requirements: Loving, patient and kind. 

The hours are from 9-12 every Sunday unless oth-

erwise arranged.  Email Kandace@anona.com 

mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Advent! Christmas! Concerts! School Activities! Parties! Obligations! Expectations! Do all of 
these exclamation points make you want to just stop, take a deep breath and remember 
the real reason for the season?  It seems like no matter how much we try to slow things 
down our calendars can still be jam-packed with a frenzy of activity. If you are looking for a 

space to "be still and know He is God" (Psalm 46:10), then join us for Simply Worship 10:45AM every Sunday in the 
beautiful Anona chapel. We gather each week for quiet, reflective worship time followed by coffee and conversation with 
a diverse group of people. Even if you only have an extra ½ hour on Sunday join us for quiet worship and prayer, then 
head back out into the “busy-ness” with a renewed sense of purpose and a heart filled with peace, hope and joy. 

SPECIAL ANNOINTING SERVICE FOR ADVENT: On Sunday December 3rd the first Sunday of Advent, we’ll have a 
special worship time with anointing and prayer. Join us as we prepare our hearts for Advent with this special chapel 
time. I don't know about you but I can always use a space to re-fuel the light of Christ in my heart.  
10:45AM on Sunday, December 3 in the Anona chapel. Questions, contact Deb at dbhilleary@gmail.com.  

LIKE us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 

Join this year’s Advent Study - Christmas from the Backside.  This 4 week study by popular author 
J. Ellsworth Kalas, presents new insight into the biblical story and approaches the season through 
the "back side"--through a unique starting point, a creative retelling, a new "lens," or the eyes of a 
minor character.  

Kalas's creative approach both clarifies basic teachings and introduces new possibilities of mean-
ing, even for those who are most familiar with the Christmas story. Enriched with contemporary 
illustrations and personal experiences, this class will provide new perspectives during Advent. 

Dates:  Tuesdays Nov 28 - Dec 19th 
Time:  6:30 – 7:30 in the Chapel Library 
Facilitators: Diana Williams and M.E. Ram  
Class materials:  $10  

Coming In January: 

Half Truths - God helps those who help themselves and other things the Bible doesn’t say. 
We’ve heard these phrases all of our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s book, Half Truths, you’ll learn that 
although they capture some element of truth, when compared to the wisdom found in Scripture, 
they’re really just popular sayings.  Come explore 5 phrases that you may have used yourself and 
consider whether these ”truths” are as Biblical or as true as you thought. 

Dates:  Thursdays, Jan 18th - Feb 15
th

 
Time:  7:00 - 8:00pm in Room 110 
Facilitator:  Larry Cottrell 
Class materials:  $15 

Disciple Bible Study Fast Track, New Testament 
This 12-week study immerses the participant in the New Testament. Participants read 3-5 chap-
ters of the Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings which last 2 hours. Video compo-
nents from world renowned scholars provide in depth understanding and current research. You 
must have completed the 12 week Old Testament overview prior to taking this course.   

Dates: Tuesdays, Jan 9
th

 - March 27th 
Time: 10am - Noon in Room 110 
Facilitators: M.E. Ram and Allyson Stinson 
Class materials: $20 and will be available in mid-December 
 

Save the Date:  Lenten Study 2018 Starts Wednesday, February 7
th
. Look for details in the  

January Magazine.  

If you are interested in attending any of the below classes, please visit the Connection Point desk in our Church fellow-
ship area or go online: http://www.anona.com/adultgroups to register. 
 
Financial Peace University: Save the date! Orientation will be on February 11 at 5pm in the Chapel Library. 2 
Classes will be offered on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Class Leaders: Michelle Alfred and Karen Gonzalez. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

    

3  1st Sunday in Advent 
           RCS Food Pantry 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

4 

10:00 AM UMW Board 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

5  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

   11 AM Choraliers12 PM Priscilla Circle  

5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun,     

               Walk15® with Molly 

6:30 PM Advent Study 

7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

               Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra,  

               Praise & Sanctuary Choirs 

6 9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM Qi Gong  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA , Disciple Fast Track,

                 Mission Meeting

10 2ndSunday in Advent    
          Change 4 Change 

              Blood Mobile 
 

12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    
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  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

12  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

   11 AM Choraliers12 PM Priscilla Circle  

5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun,     

               Walk15® with Molly 

6:30 PM Advent Study 

7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

               Gospel Chordsmen, Orchestra,  
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM Qi Gong 10:00 AM Sew 

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Orchestra, Praise & Sanctuary    

17   3rd Sunday in Advent 

 Cantata in Traditional Services 
 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

18        All Church 6 PM 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

19 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language,  Sew Much Fun,  

                Walk15® with Molly 

  6:30 PM Advent Study 

  7:00 PM Gospel Chordsmen 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir & 

                Orchestra 

24 4th Sunday in Advent 
No 9:30 FX or 11:00 360 Worship** 

 

4:00 PM FX 

6:00 PM Traditional 

7:30 PM Contemporary 

8:00 PM Traditional  

25       Christmas Day  
       ACDC/Church Closed 

 

26            Church Closed 

   

27 

  9:30 AM Qi Gong  

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

 

31          New Years Eve 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

 

   
“Command the rich to do what 
is good. Tell them to be rich in 
doing good things. They must 

give freely. They must be 
willing to share.” 

1 Timothy 6:18 NIRV



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM Parents Night Out 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

2 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA , Disciple Fast Track, 

Mission Meeting 

7 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Orchestra, Praise Sanctuary &          

                 Choirs, Hope Support 

8 

  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:00 PM Community Orchestra Concert  

                 Heron House 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 
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8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

9:30 AM Qi Gong 10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Orchestra, Praise & Sanctuary     

14 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

15 

9:00 AM Quilters 

1:15 PM Community Orchestra Concert   

              Belleair Towers 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:30 PM Children’s Christmas Concert 

8:00 PM Al Anon 
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9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir &  
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

22 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

23 

6:30 PM 360 United Christmas Eve Eve 

 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

28 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

 

29 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

30 

 
“Command the rich to do what 
is good. Tell them to be rich in 
doing good things. They must 

give freely. They must be  
willing to share.”  

1 Timothy 6:18 NIRV 

   



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, voice, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com/academy, or contact Director 
Sandy Ross.  Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Jo Gorissen (Ross-guitar); Meribeth Daniel (Ross-piano). 

WELCOME NEW TEACHERS:  The Academy is happy to announce that Sean Quinn and Melanie Campbell will be 
joining our teaching staff beginning January 2018.  Sean is a talented guitarist, bassist and teacher who performs in our 
360 Worship service at 11am each Sunday.  Melanie Campbell is a former Pinellas County Music Educator (currently 
staying at home with children), and will be teaching violin and voice.  

ACADEMY LESSONS are a wonderful Christmas present for any budding musician.  While many of us try to teach our-
selves, we progress much faster with an experienced teacher.   

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE:  Academy students are honored to be performing for the Stephen Ministers’ Christmas 
Party on Monday, Dec. 11 in Wesley Hall.  Thank you for this lovely performing opportunity! 

THANK YOU SO MUCH to these generous Christians for their donations to the Academy:  Maryan Pappas for her do-
nation of sheet music, Rebecca Stone for a beautiful hand-made acoustic guitar, anonymous donor for lovely Yamaha 
trumpet; Cindy Wiggins and husband who donated a beautiful Yamaha Clavinova keyboard which has found a forever 
family with the talented and deserving student Julia Liedtke. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument or sheet music that you are not using?  The Academy accepts dona-
tions of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.   

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Our Scholarship Account is running low.  Please consider making a donation to help the next 
generation of Christian musicians. Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to 
Anona UMC with “Academy Donation” marked in the memo space. Thank you for your generosity. 

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case 
of emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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How to Feel Joy 
 

Joy to the world. Happy Holidays. Merry Christmas. There are moments you may truly feel joy, happi-
ness and merry. There are moments when you may wish you did, and others where you simply do not. 
Yet, we are approaching the time of year where we need to eat, drink and be merry. What to do? 

One of the things I share with my clients is that December is just like every other month of the year 
except we put greater expectations on ourselves, on our time and energy. We stretch ourselves to the 
max and then place higher demands on our capacity to live the nine Fruits of the Spirit. 

So, how can you ensure that you have enough left over to actually feel joy? My answer would be to shift your thinking. 
When you feel you are doing activities to benefit others, shift – and feel the joy of what your activity will bring to you. 

Carving some time to take care of your needs is essential, as well. When you are in the midst of people expressing joy, 

wouldn’t it be wonderful to authentically feel the same joy? That can happen when you are refreshed and renewed 
through self-care. 

These action steps will benefit most people. I am well aware though that some people are struggling through sadness 
or grief, and the joy that others are expressing is difficult. I want you to know that we are here for you to share your bur-
den. There is always a Stephen Minister at all church services. Please call us if you’d like to have counseling services.  

May you have the blessing of joy this Christmas, on behalf of Terry Collier, Director, and Trina Carroll-Hauk, Educator, 
we, at the Anona Counseling Center, wish you a very Merry Christmas. 

In Gratitude, 

Dina Meitner, LCSW 

 

 

 



UMVIM Leadership Training—Coming to Anona, JANUARY 27, 2018 
Are you interested in participating in or leading a mission team from your church?  UMVIM (United Methodist Volun-
teers in Missions) training prepares volunteers to become leaders in mission. You will learn your role as a leader, how 
to organize a mission trip including, team recruiting, picking a location, getting support, staying safe, and much more.  

Not sure if you are ready to be part of the team? Come and learn what it takes, you will be well informed and a better 
team member.  Cost is $29.95 per person or $39.95 per couple.  Coffee, Juice, and lunch are provided. RSVP to Kathe-
rine Lain 800-282-8011 or Greg Harford 407-924-4485; email: gharford@flumc.org. 

December Mission—Angel Tree 
 

It’s that wonderful time of year again –we are remembering Gods greatest gift to us. It is also the season we continue to 
strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus out in the community. We are always excited to have our ‘Angel Tree’ out in the 
friendship area and see the gift tags disappear so quickly!  
 

Each year we put up a Missions Tree in the Narthex and ask all of you to help us by purchasing items on the tree so 
that we can deliver the gifts to our local community. The tree will have the tags on it from the end of November and 
throughout December leading up to Christmas. We ask that if you pick a tag that you please hold on to your gift until 
Sunday, December 17th (plants may be brought in at any time so that recipients can enjoy them all through the holi-
days). At that time we will have Mission Team members at The Mission Tree to accept the donation items. Here’s a list 
of mission opportunities that will be on the Christmas Mission’s Tree this year:  
 

 Homebound Gift (this year we are requesting approx. 6” tall festive Christmas plants for the homebound – 
plants may be brought in to the church lobby and dropped off at any time for quick delivery to the homebound)  

 David Lott Scholarship (Provides camp scholarships to Anona youth)  
 Sally Berthy Scholarship (Benefits pre-school and elementary children in the Anona Child Development Center)  
 Anona Academy Scholarship (Provides a music scholarship for a child)  
 Staples School Pack (Your $25 donation provides students with an 8gb flash drive, book, earbuds and 

more!)  
 Homeless Gift Pack (Can be any of the following items or a complete set: Bus Passes, socks, sunscreen, 

bug spray, chapstick, portable snacks, refillable water bottle/bottled water)  
 Toys for various ages (Benefits Micronesian Families in support of our partners at United Methodist Coop-

erative Ministries)  
 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE 
December 10th 

 

The 11
th
 grade small group will be collecting your 

spare change to support a number of mission  
projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 

NEXT BUILD is: Dec. 9th 
8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald at 
365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. No construction 
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Sunday, December 31st is the Celebration of 5th Sunday, when your Special Offer-
ings go to the Florida United Methodist Children's Home (FUMCH).  Over 120 children live 
at the 2 Campuses north of Orlando and east of Tallahassee. 

2017 will be remembered as a year that we (Anona) have asked you to reach out to victims of Harvey, Irma, and Maria. 

FUMCH was also a victim of Irma this year; and, clean up / repair costs were substantial to assure your kids have a safe 
place to live and grow. 

Tour Special Gifts support the day to day needs required to provide that safe place for our Kids.  FUMCH also provides 
additional services such as Foster care, Community Day Care, Independent Living, and Emergency Shelter Care.  All-in-
All, your gifts touch over 400 children daily. Thanks for all you do to support your Kids at FUMCH. 

Save the Date for the Anona Missions Expo! March 4th from 9am – 12:30pm in the Fellowship Area. Please stop by 
and learn more about our different mission partners, opportunities to serve and make connections. If your group would 
like to participate in the Expo, please contact a mission team member at missions@anona.com or sign up at Connection 
Point – space is limited.  
 
The Katherine T. Smith Scholarship was created through the generous estate of Ms. Smith for the primary pur-
pose of "providing financial support and assistance to seminary students and candidates for ministry." Traditional curric-
ulum students are eligible for award of the remaining dollars not awarded to seminarians. K.T. Smith Scholarship forms 
for students entering or returning to post-high school education (college, seminary, vocational schools) for the 2018-
2019 school year is available at Connection Point or online (www.anona.com/ktsmith).  Application Deadline is 1/8/18. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
mailto:missions@anona.com
http://www.anona.com/ktsmith


 Welcome to Anona Book Club: Dec. 18 
 

December’s book: The 13
th
 Gift: A True Story of a Christmas Miracle by Joanne Huist  

Discussion on December 18th @ 6:30 PM 
 

Prepare for a book that reads like a Hallmark special, but so true!  It is “a heartwarming Christ-
mas story about how a random act of kindness transformed one of the bleakest moments in a 
family's history into a time of strength and love” (Taken from Amazon.com). 
 

December’s book: The 13
th
 Gift: A True Story of a Christmas Miracle by Joanne Huist 

Smith.  Discussion and pot luck on Monday, December 18
th

 @ 6:30 PM in the home 
of Deanna Comingore.  Please RSVP via e-mail (below). 

 
As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members.  Meetings are 
typically held the 4th Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back 
of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and 
on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore  deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly  
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise 
version of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adapta-
ble to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. 
Those 15 minute miles add up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress 
comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and join us Tuesdays at 
6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewith-
molly@gmail.com 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (Dec. 14) 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month. 
We have an inspirational devotional and an interesting program presented by either one of our members or an invited 
guest. We always begin our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our con-
cerns. We also help “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New recruits are always welcome.  We will meet 
at 1:00 PM on December 14 at Vada Mae Eder’s Condo Clubhouse. Please contact Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten, 727-804-1375, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Contact: Nancy Wootten, 727-804-1375. 
 

T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center  
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 

Fibromyalgia Support Group—Second Saturday of each Month 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: December 9th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) is a small group who meets for fellowship and activities.  The group ’s 
mission is to welcome and help seasonal residents get acquainted, make new friends, learn more about Anona UMC, 
and grow spiritually. SSR’s meet from October through March.  If interested in participating sign-up at the Connection 
Point for the following: 

 December 8: Catered luncheon in Wesley Hall with Christmas music provided by Anona Children’s Choir. Please 
bring your table service. Catered lunch is a cost of $7. 

Come join us…we look forward to growing together.  Contact Ted Pinkerton 513-739-9796 with questions. 
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Circle Members: Anona UMW will have its Christmas Luncheon and Party on Fri-
day, December 15, 2017 at Alfano’s Restaurant, 1702 Clearwater-Largo Road, Clear-
water.  Contact your circle leader if you haven’t already made reservations! 

HELP SUPPORT OUR MISSIONS 
(All proceeds from these fundraisers will support our Human Trafficking projects.) 

Still have Christmas shopping to do?  All the cooks on your gift list will love our 
Rada Cutlery!  Our circle members will be taking orders through December 15th and will be in the Marketplace on De-
cember 10th for your last minute shopping with guaranteed delivery before Christmas. A new website will be coming in 
2018 for simplified, year-round ordering.  

ATTENTION ALL COOKS:  Beginning in January, Anona UMW will be collecting your favorite recipes for a 
brand new Anona Church Cookbook!  Submit as many recipes as you’d like and in any form; we’ll do the typing!  We 
are accepting recipes in all categories, and you may submit one at a time or in batches.  Watch for details in the Janu-
ary magazine and Sunday bulletins.  

DONATIONS: We still are accepting clothing, tools, fabric, laptop computers and used furniture for The Dream 
Center “Restored” project, as well as clothing, full size toiletries, bed linens (twin) and towels for our Miracles Outreach 
girls.  

Rachel Circle meets in the church Library at 1:00 pm on the 2nd Thursday of months September -May 

Priscilla Circle meets at Noon on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at the Glenwood Estates recreation center,  
12501 Ulmerton Road, Largo.  Call Karen Creamer 765-265-9406 for directions. 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

This is the time of year when giving gifts becomes big business. 

It started with the wise strangers from the east who delivered gifts to house of the 

Christ child and His family.  Many kids won't be getting gifts from their dads this year 

because of many dads are incarcerated, divorced, on probation, too drunk, or too 

drugged or too dead to be there for their families.  This is where the church steps in 

with our gift-giving tree and our outreach programs.  This is where we look at the 

church and decide what we as men can do besides volunteering to direct traffic for our 

Christmas Eve services, participating in the church music programs, ushering at our services, attending Bible studies, 

watching sports, and fellowshipping on Tuesday mornings.  We can look to see where we can add something more to 

collection plate to help the church go out of this year out of the red.  To help pay the staff and support our building and 

sound systems and our outreach mission programs.  

As the new leader of the Florida United Methodist Men puts it, "it is time for you men to man up and do what our Lord 

is calling us to do."  Time to make a difference in our churches, our community, and the world.  

Check out the UMM Florida Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida 

Check out the work the men at Lake Magdalene UMC is doing with the kids in their nearby elementary school.  Like 

Anona's Pro-Dad group, Lake Magdalene's men are actively engaged in Pro Dads where they coordinate with local 

schools to arrange for dads to spend time with their kids in their schools.  The school administrators and teachers are 

loving this.  Terry Sisco is president of the newly re-organized Gulf Central District United Methodist Men.  His vision 

includes more churches involving men and dads with their kids in our area schools and ministering with UMM in Cuba. 

Man Cave Renovation weekend in October at Leesburg was awesome. Check out the new video courtesy of Kevin 

Ramsey.  https://youtu.be/-FvOc0rZZkA 

Anona's Monday night men's bible study is working its way through Paul's letters to the various churches and people 

along his many journeys.  Ian Lennox leads this class.  Ian also is the backbone behind Anona's part in the Fresh Start 

program for mentoring men and women on probation. 

For more information about UMM contact: Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379, Chet Klinger 727-512-2498, or the Con-

nection Center on Sunday mornings. 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, Dec. 6th at 10:30am OR Sunday, Dec. 10th at 12:30 pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship 
Area). Our next Membership Sunday is November 26th at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to hear-
ing from you!  sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

AMAZON SMILE 
 

Please support our mission partners while you shop on Amazon.com - it’s 
as easy as typing www.smile.amazon.com! For more information and in-

structions go to the missions page at www.anona.com/missions. 

Beth Dertien 
Dennis Dertien 
Ron Enzinna 
Erin Gluff 
Jeff  Gluff 
Catherine Helm 
Gordon Johnson 

Janina Johnson 
Bart Jones 
Joanne Ridolfi 
Brooke Sutherland 
Dave Sutherland 
Linda Wood 
Michael Wood 

New Members: 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 

Monroe James Huggins 
Kestin David Gaul 
Thea Rose Solowski 

Baptisms: 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
12/01 Ann Waite 
12/02 Betty Hill 
12/03 Bill Beveridge 
12/04 Jean Lutton 
12/05 Agnes Bedell 
12/07 Doug Cowdin 
12/10 Gerri Thompson 
12/11 Mike Bowles 
  Phyllis Kalunian 
12/12 Marilyn Raun 
12/13 Patti Caravaggio 
  Celine Noblit 
12/14 Dorothy Dupper 
  Bette Ra Ivey 
12/15 Pat Roberts 
  Samuel Tidwell 
  Bill Williams 
12/16 Edwin Keif 
  John Slater 
12/17 Jane Madden 
12/19  Barbara Keast 
  Patricia Kostelnik 
12/20 Clarence Ruppel 
12/23 Suzanne Beard 
12/24 Betty Andrews 
  Ralph Montgomery 
12/26 Virginia Dews 
12/28 Helen Rosbolt 
12/29 Richard Krisel 
12/30 Bob Campbell 
  Ross McCutchan 
12/31 Richard Broga 
 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Ruth Partridge.  Ruth joined Anona in 2013. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
12/01 Jim & Cat Coats 44 yrs. 
12/03 Scott & Kristine Magness           34 yrs. 
 John & Anne Snyder 35 yrs. 
12/04 Dennis & Cindy Krager 36 yrs. 
12/05 Bud & Charlene Kalck 30 yrs. 
 Peter & Anne Lopez 30 yrs. 
 Ken & Sandy O'Bryant  42 yrs. 
 Larry & Sandy Ross 25 yrs. 
 Bob & Esther Seidel 30 yrs. 
 Darrell & Jessica Wycoff            30 yrs. 
12/08 Greg & Mel Taylor 26 yrs.  
12/12 James & Amy Dyson   47 yrs. 
 Jeff & Jackie Evans 25 yrs. 
 Ted & Sara Pinkerton 30 yrs. 
12/13 David & Beth McCuen 31 yrs. 
12/14 Dick & Susan Murbach 28 yrs. 
12/16 Nick & Gail Miller 45 yrs. 
 Tim & Sandi Owens 45 yrs. 
12/18 Ron & Betty Williams 46 yrs. 
12/19 Curt & Belinda Engelmann 46 yrs. 
 Art & Becky Woodroffe 36 yrs. 
12/20 Jack & Mary Cheney 37 yrs. 
12/23 John & Becky Creveling 46 yrs. 
 Mike & Anne Lyon 50 yrs. 
 Pete & Pat Zaleski 57 yrs. 
12/24 John Lundahl & Lee Roskamp 26 yrs. 
12/27 Don & Elda Fitzsimmons                64 yrs. 
 John & Sheila Remley 64 yrs. 
12/28 Doug & Char Cowdin 60 yrs. 
 Andy & Lynn Craske  32 yrs. 
   Ward & Pam Johansen 26 yrs. 
 John & Enid Lythgoe   49 yrs. 
 Glenn & Linda Martin 44 yrs. 
 Cecil Rowe & Irma Porterfield-Rowe     29 yrs. 
12/29 Jeff & Jean Berry 27 yrs. 
 George & Nan Hubbell 27 yrs. 
12/30 Art & Bebe Allwood  62 yrs. 
 Bob & Sylvia Walker 34 yrs. 
12/31 Fred & Janet Cameron 25 yrs. 
 John & Sherrod West 48 yrs. 



When I was a child, my life was very hard. I was diagnosed with learning disabilities. I felt broken. I had more energy 
than 10 children! I loved to please, and was happy, but I struggled in school. To help, they put me on Ridalin. Mother 
said I just sat in the corner and cried. She started telling me about successful people who struggled but conquered. 

To please my Grandmother, we went to church on holidays. She loved the Lord with all her heart, and I loved her with 
all of mine. She was my example of what following Jesus meant. From the time I was little, I thought there was no bet-
ter way to be, than a child of God. That filled my heart and made me whole until my teenage years. By then, I wished I 
was dead. Since my father was an atheist, my parents thought I should have the right to choose how I felt about 
’religion.’ This confused me even more. 

When I remembered how I felt as a little girl, it reminded me of how I wanted to give my love and friendship to God, to 
heal, learn to love myself, and be filled with the Holy Spirit. I knew I wanted to raise my children in a church. Through 
others, God kept sending me messages to come back to church. After three different random invi-
tations to attend Anona, I came to the Contemporary service for the first time. For me, as a single 
mother raising my children, Anona was a family, a neighborhood, and a home for us to grow in the 
Lord. 

I am grateful today for each and every hard lesson I have gone through. I am even blessed by my 
struggles, for I found that helping others was the way to love myself and fill my heart.  

I wanted to be a Stephen Minister, but when I faced the training books, I wasn’t even sure I could 
read through them. There were doubts and obstacles, yet I kept moving forward. God answered 
my prayer. Now I can read books cover to cover. I had never prayed out loud before, but I have 
found my voice. God has a plan for me, and I am strong. “God give me the wisdom, peace, and 
comfort that I may share Your Word with Your people!”      -Cathy Gaj 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 

God calls us to care for one another, and there are many people in our congregation who have answered that call to 
be there for others.  I want to thank all those that have spent time this year visiting in hospitals, nursing and rehab 
facilities, and calling on people at home.  We have several great teams that do this every week and lots of individuals 
that take time to be the hands and feet of Christ.  Blessings and peace to you this Christmas season!  -Pastor Gary   
 

Heath Care Team—Diabetes Awareness 

Diabetes is a chronic (long-lasting) disease that affects how your body turns food into energy. Most of the food you 
eat is broken down into sugar (also called glucose) and released into your bloodstream. Your pancreas makes a hor-
mone called insulin, which acts like a key to let the blood sugar into your body’s cells for use as energy. If you have 
diabetes, your body either doesn’t make enough insulin or can’t use the insulin as well as it should. When there isn’t 
enough insulin or cells stop responding to insulin, too much blood sugar stays in your bloodstream, which over time 
can cause serious health problems, such as heart disease, vision loss, and kidney disease.  

Prediabetes: In the US, 84.1 million adults—more than 1 in 3—have prediabetes, and 90% of them don’t know they 
have it. Prediabetes is a serious health condition where blood sugar levels are higher than normal, but not high 
enough yet to be diagnosed as diabetes. Prediabetes increases your risk for type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and 
stroke. But with life style changes progression to diabetes can be prevented.  

There isn’t a cure yet for diabetes, but healthy lifestyle habits, taking medicine as needed, getting diabetes self-
management education, and keeping appointments with your health care team can greatly reduce its impact on your 
life.  

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, Dec 7 and 21, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  
No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: 
johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 
families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 
workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Casey McKinney Assistant Student Ministry Dir. casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Shawn Thomas Organist/Asst Director of Worship  shawn@anona.com 222 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - 360 United in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Children’s Christmas Concert 
Friday, December 15 @ 6:30PM 

 

Traditional Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 17 @ 8:15AM, 11:10AM 

 

December Mission 
MISSION TREE—Various tags for anything from gift  

cards to toys for the Micronesian Community 
 

Christmas—Office Closed 

December 25 & 26  

Noon on Dec. 24 
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