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Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

July we finish up the sermon series on sin and Christian character.  We’ve already covered Pride and Humility, Envy 
and Contentment, Anger and Forgiveness, and Sloth and Joy.  Now we move into the last three which are:  Greed and 
Charity, Gluttony and Self-Control, and Lust and Love.  Then we will spend the remaining two sermons of the month on 
what it means to be blessed and to be a blessing. 
 

I pray you are having a good summer. (I don’t know how it is going since I’m writing this back several weeks from when 
you are reading it.)  I pray God is leading you beside still waters and restoring your soul.  May God richly bless you in 
the Florida sun. 
 
July 2  Greed and Charity  Hebrews 13:5 
“Let your style be without covetousness; and be content with such things as you have:  for he has said, “I will never 
leave you, or forsake you.”  The movement is away from it’s about me to I am here you.  Just as Jesus says I’m here 
for you, we say I’m here for you as our “style”. 
 

I think that’s what built the frontier.  Neighbor for neighbor, haying together, herding together, there for each other in 
sacrificial and frankly beautiful ways.  We are a people of Charity and love, that will not forsake each other even in trou-
ble and distress.  Maybe it could be said especially in times of trouble or distress we are a people following Christ that 
will be there when the others have already deserted. 
 
July 9  Gluttony and Self-Control Proverbs 23:20-21 
This is a hard one for me.  “Do not be among winebibbers, or among gluttonous eaters of meat; for the drunkard and 
the glutton will come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe them in rags.”  If we turn away from this direction what is its 
opposite?  Self-Control.  A fruit of the spirit and a gift from God. 
 

Psychologists say it is far more powerful to move toward something than away.  Toward self-control is the spiritual jour-
ney. 
 
July 16  Lust and Love  Matthew 5:28 
“But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart”.  Wow, I thought the last one was hard.  This one is really tough.  Again, it is far more spiritually powerful to focus 
on what you aspire to be rather than what you want to avoid.  I can just hear the talk now.  “Hey did you hear Jack is 
preaching about lust on the 16th…?  Awkward pause……..  
 
July 23  Blessed Matthew 5:1-12 
Blessed are they who…  What attitude, state of mind, and way of life is blessed? 
 

Have you ever heard someone say “I’m blessed”?  Usually they are talking about what they have, not what they are.  
Deep stuff. 
 
July 30  Blessed to be a Blessing Genesis 12:2 
“I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”  We finish the month with what God want to 
make of us.  A blessing.  It is good to be blessed, but it is the holy calling of a sacred people to BE a blessing.  
 

See You Sunday, 
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Our Oklahoma Mission group had a successful trip to the Cookson Hills Mission Center.  There were ten of us, different 
backgrounds, different ages, different sexes, different experiences and so forth.  One of our team was from Pasadena 
Community UMC but the rest were from Anona, but we had representation from the 360 campus, the St. Mark’s Campus 
and the Anona campus.  With this kind of diversity many of us had not ever met and may not have ever gotten to know 
one another had it not been this desire to participate in this mission trip. 

 
God made each of us into a unique person.  None of us has the same 
finger prints, not even identical twins.  In our families, we share some 
common DNA, but we are all different.  Children in a family can be so 
unique you wonder how they came from the same parents.  Discover-
ing who we are is a huge part of our developing years as children and 
teenagers.  We continue to discover ourselves as we age, finding new 
interests, hidden talents and always new perspectives to the way we 
see the world around us.  It reminds us that God is not finished molding 
us, no matter our age. 
 

Paul wrote to the Ephesians (2:10 CEB) “we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God 
planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.”  That was our mission team experience in Oklahoma.  
Each of us came as unique individuals, with our own talents and skills.  But together in Christ Jesus, we worked like a 
fine orchestra, each persons contribution blending together to make a beautiful piece of music.  The bond we developed 
will remain with us always.  We accomplished more than anyone expected.  When we come together with our unique 
lives and give that over to God, we can make an impact on others that is much greater than anyone could ever imagine. 
 
June 30th:  Game Night 
July 1st:  Breakfast for Pack-a-Sack, $4    
Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 
 

Pastor Gary   

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 Breakfast benefits Pack-a-Sack 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

SUMMER CHOIR CONTINUES! 
 
 

Our Sanctuary and Praise Choirs have joined forces this summer, and we’re hoping you will give it a try! This summer 
we’ll be having an opportunity for new folk to come out and be part of the choir for the summer. 

  
 
Rehearsals will be on Wednesdays from 7:00 - 8:00pm, runs through  
July 30. 
 
 

 No experience necessary! 

 No robes needed! 

 No long-term commitments (better than your cell phone plan!) 
 
 
If you’re interested in trying the summer choir, stop by any Wednesday night, 
or you can email Shawn Thomas (shawn@anona.com), or Jeremy Herring-
ton (jeremy@anona.com) for more details. 

mailto:shawn@anona.com
mailto:jeremy@anoan.com


 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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One month of summer is over…already!!!  

This month we continue our sermon series on “The Creed” as we walk through the Apostle’s Creed to discover the roots 
of what we believe and why. We’ve already looked at our beliefs about God and Jesus, so now we turn to the Holy Spir-
it, the Church, and our belief in the forgiveness of sin and the resurrection of the body.  

We also have a fun event scheduled for July 23
rd

! It’s Christmas in July! We will have food, Christmas Cookies and an 
awesome mission to pack birthday bags for our partners at RCS Grace House and The Haven. Grace House provides 
families needing transitional housing, support and education a safe place to get back on their feet. The Haven is a bat-
tered women’s shelter that supports the women and their children. We’ll be pack the birthday bags with everything the 
families need to ensure their children have awesome birthdays – from cake batter to gift cards –  in the midst of difficult 
situations. These bags will provide a little bit of light and hope for these women and kids…and you get to help make it 
happen!  

Remember to watch our Facebook page – Facebook.com/go360now – and website – 360united.org – for more infor-
mation on these and other events happening at our 360 United Campus! 

 

July 2          We Believe…in the Holy Spirit              John 14:25-27 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). With those words, Jesus launched something incredible and differ-
ent. God on earth became God in us! Let’s explore what that means this week. 

July 9          We Believe…in the Church and in the Communion of Saints 1 Peter 2:9 

“The church is messed up…judgmental…irrelevant.” Words like this are far too common in our world today. Sadly, they 
are not unique to our time. The church has often been less than exemplary. Nonetheless, for all its flaws and frailties, 
the “Church is of God and will be preserved till the end of time” and has done many wonderful things as well. It was insti-
tuted by Christ for the world. Let’s rediscover His purpose for us…His Church. 

July 16        We Believe…in the Forgiveness of Sins Psalm 103:9-12 

Whether it’s the Lord’s Prayer, our celebration of Communion, or the Bible itself, there is no avoiding the idea that for-
giveness is in the DNA of our Christian faith tradition. You might even say, we can’t have a church or the communion of 
the saints that we discussed last week without forgiveness. We hurt people and people hurt us in the things we do or 
say and, sometimes, in the things we should have said or done. How can we live the forgiven and forgiving life? 

 July 23        We Believe…in the Resurrection of the Body 1 Corinthians 15:50-58  

Many times, as Christians, we focus on the cross. However, many had experienced death on the cross at the hands of 
the Romans…only Jesus overcame that death. We wrap up our series on the Apostle’s Creed with the Christian belief in 
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. In the end, we make a choice to believe…what do we believe? 
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Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Elementary Summer Camp 2017  Let’s Be All We Can Be! 

We are having a great summer and it’s hard to believe it is already half over.  The children are busy!  Listen to the chil-
dren’s laughter as they play together.  Smell the tropical sunscreen aroma as they head off for a day at the pool.  Wit-
ness the bonds of friendship that are developing as the children interact and learn more about each other.  Summer is 
fun and we are blessed to be a part of this ministry that can be present in these simple moments.  

Summertime is also a little more relaxing for the children and, along with the activities and field trips, they enjoy explor-
ing the different character strengths we focus on each week. 

 We begin this month with an attitude of gratitude taking the time to honor our country and the first responders and 
servicemen and women who help to keep us safe.   

 We will learn about optimism and what it looks like in ourselves and others.  How can we pivot, and see the best in 
a situation?  If your glass is half empty, you can always fill it up! 

 Cooperation.  It’s so easy to understand the benefits and yet sometimes so difficult to willingly do.  When we coop-
erate with each other and with the rules and boundaries set for us, we can have fun and keep ourselves and those 
around us safe. 

 God created each one of us wonderfully, unique in our gifts and talents.  In what ways do we express our creativi-
ty?  What are our gifts and talents?  How do we see, and support, the talents of others around us? 

Did you know that children are more likely to try different foods if they help prepare them?  This month the children will 
be cooking up some tasty, healthy snacks with our Kohl’s Cooks for Kids partnership.  Wow, fun and good food! 

Do you know an elementary age child who would like to join us for the second half of the summer?  Give us a call 
(593.5437) for more information and to schedule a time to stop by, visit, and enroll for some Summer Fun! 

Don’t forget, the School Year is right around the corner!   We have a few spots left and would love to welcome you to 
our Preschool or Elementary School Family.     

It starts in the heart!   
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
 Children play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 

Children explore different bible themes through story,      
craft, & song.   

 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for 

children that lets them explore their faith through play, sto-
ries, and parables from the Bible. 

 In July, we will learn the Basic Truth: God made me. Key 
Question: Who can do what God wants you to do? Bottom 
Line: I can do what God wants me to do. Memory Verse: 
“God made us to do good works.” Ephesians 2:10, NCV 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out resumes in August! 
Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 

 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 
years old as of August 17th are invited join us for 
indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The 
cost is $15 per week. Preregistration for fall by 
emailing Kandace@Anona.com or calling Kandace 
Melzer: 595-2581 ext 250. 

mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

9 

 
Part 2 of a sharing testimony from Rev. Nan Hubbell about her experiences at Simply Worship.   
  

Are you looking for a place for quiet reflection; a place to renew your soul, a place of quite music, prayer and sharing; a 
place for a new experience?  These are all the things I’ve experienced in my visits to Simply Worship. 
  
I have been to Simply Worship several times as a participant on the leadership team but come out with a whole lot 
more.  I have experienced deep peace in my soul, a warm heart, nearness to God, new friends, new experiences and 
wonderful feeling of relaxation.  Sure, I know you can find all these things in all of the Anona’s worship services on a 
Sunday but there is something different about Simply Worship that adds a little extra to my Sunday morning experi-
ence.  Come some Sunday and give it a try - it is well lead with great theology, prayer, music, and sharing.  After a time 
of small group worship and quiet time, there is a time of fellowship with food because as you know, ‘Where Methodists 
meet, Methodists eat!’  Simply Worship is a small group community that meets every Sunday at 10:45 a.m. in the histor-
ic Anona chapel.  Everyone is welcome. The A/C is on!   

Rev. Nan Hubbell, Retired 

Parables from the Backside, Vol 2 
Come explore the Parables of Jesus during July and August.  Jesus often used parables, a fictitious but true to life story, 
to teach his followers lessons about the kingdom of God.  Each class will focus on one parable, so come when you can 
to see how the stories Jesus shared have as much meaning today, as they did in his time. The class is using the book 
by J. Ellsworth Kalas which can be picked up in class.  No Reservation needed, class meets Thursdays July 13, 20, 27 
and Aug 3, 10 and 17 in room 110 from 6:30 - 7:30.  
 
 

Coming in September:  Mark Your Calendar Now 
 

Disciple Bible Study Fast Track, Old Testament 
Disciple Fast Track, an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study, provides a viable option for busy peo-
ple seeking comprehensive engagement with the Bible.  This will be a 12 week overview of the Old Testament.  Partici-
pant read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings which last 2 hours.  Class materials: $15.  
Facilitators: M.E. Ram and Allyson Stinson.  Dates: Wednesday, Sept 6 - Nov 22.  Time: 6:30 - 8:30.  The second por-
tion of the study is an overview of the New Testament and will be offered in January 2018 to those who have completed 
the Old Testament Portion. 
 

The Power of Now 
A spiritual teaching of rare power and clarity brings profound insights and authentic power in surrendering to the Now. 
Eckhard Tolle shows readers how to recognize themselves as the creators of their own pain, and how to have a pain-
free existence by living fully in the present moment. Accessing the deepest self can be learned, he says, by freeing our-
selves from the conflicting, unreasonable demands of the mind and living present in the Now. The Power of Now is 
fresh, revealing, current, and inspirational. If you are interested in growing your inner self, join us for this exciting 10-
week class.  Class materials: $20.  Facilitator: Trina Carroll-Houk.  Dates: Monday, September 11, 2017 - Monday, No-
vember 13, 2017. Time: 6:30 - 8:00 pm. 
 

Methodism 102 
This class will explore some of the ways we are connected to other Christian traditions. As we look at other denomina-
tions, we can learn from and appreciate the beliefs and practices that are similar and different to that of the United Meth-
odist Church today.  You are welcome to join this class even if you have not taken Methodism 101.  Class materials: 
$20.  Facilitators: Karen Creamer and Kathy Freeburg.  Dates:  Thursdays, Sept 7 - Nov. 9

th
. Time: 6:30 - 8:00.   



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

2          RCS Food Pantry 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

3 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

4         Independence Day  
         ACDC/Office Closed 
  9:00 AM Family Kickball & Kona Ice  

5 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir 

6 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside 

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

7 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship - Largo Golf       

              Course  

4:30 PM Shenanigans  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

8 

8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

8:30 AM Hospital Visitation  Meeting 

9        Change 4 Change 

12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    

10    Warren Willis Camp - 15 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

11 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun, Walk15®  

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir 

13          BigStuf Camp - 17 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside 

14 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

15 

16 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

17 

8:00 AM Church Council 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

18 

 6:45 AM Men’s Group  

 5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

 6:00 PM Sew Much Fun, Walk15®  

 7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

19 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir 

20 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside 

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

21 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:30 PM Shenanigans  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

22 

23       Membership Sunday 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

6:30 PM Book Club 

24 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

25 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun, Walk15®  

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

26 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir 

27 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Parables from the Backside 

28 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:30 PM Shenanigans  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

29 

30 Children’s Home 5th Sunday           
                Blood Mobile  
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

4:45 PM Linc 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

31     MS Mission Trip - 8/4   

“We are God’s creation. He  

created us to belong to Christ  

Jesus. Now we can do good works. 

Long ago God prepared 

these works for us to do.”  

(EPHESIANS 2:10, NIRV)  
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“We are God’s creation. He  

created us to belong to Christ  

Jesus. Now we can do good works. 
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these works for us to do.”  
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OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, ukulele, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com, “Worship”, “Worship 
Ministries”, “Academy of Arts”, or contact Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced stu-
dents welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Gabrielle Simmons (Ross-piano);  Sally Wright (Ross-piano); Danny Gregoire (Ross-
piano); Cole Jones (Ross-piano); Alexandra Wells (Ross-piano) 

SUMMER AND FALL LESSONS.  Summer Session (piano only) will end on Thursday, Aug.10.  Fall Session will begin 
on Monday, August 14.  Sandy will be In touch with all students/parents during July to work out Fall Schedule.  Tom 
Spittle will return to teaching on Monday, Aug. 14.   

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories. Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Our Scholarship Account is running low.  Please consider making a donation to help train up 
the next generation of Christian musicians. Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check 
made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate 
or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall/FX).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

MUSIC THEORY:  Cadences:  A cadence is the chord progression at the end of a phrase, section, or work.  There are 
3 main types of cadences:  Authentic (V-I); Plagal (IV-I), and Deceptive (vi-V).  The plagal cadence is what is used at 
the end of hymns for the “Amen”. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

 

Masterpiece by Design 

Do This story begins with a woman who will graduate college later this year. She is a single mother 
who had difficulty believing that she could make it through college. When she lost faith along the way, I 
simply held up a mirror to show her that she did have the talent and skill to accomplish her goal. I saw 
in her, a long time ago, what she is now learning about herself. Her journey through self-discovery will 
lead her to a rewarding career where she will make a difference in other people’s lives. I have been 
pleased watching her grow. 

Discovering the gifts that God designed in you is like following the 
yellow brick road. There is a pathway that will reveal itself as you 
walk even when all you can see is forest. You’ll gather supporters and guides, be-
cause God planted them there. Each one of us has magic slippers waiting for us to 
click the heals to take us home – home being synonymous with being in alignment 
with God’s purpose for us. All we have to do is follow. 

The really beautiful thing is that we get to discover about ourselves what God sees in 
us already. God created a masterpiece in each one of us, and our job is to discover 
how to use the talents and skills that will have a positive influence on others. When 

we falter, it will be God placing the mirror before our eyes. 

The roadway of life is not generally easy, yet it can be filled with wondrous joys. Discovering all the beauty we possess 
inside, and using it for good, must be such a pleasure to God. When we do realize the beauty, and use it for good, we 
honor the masterpiece God designed. 

There’s no place like home. 

Dina Meitner, LCSW 

Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 
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Our next build is: July 8th 
8:00A - 12:00P 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800,  

email dsgerald@hotmail.com.   
No construction experience required. 

Family Volunteerism by Malia Kekahuna 

It is often difficult to find moments in our busy schedule to unite and connect as a family. One of the best and most sat-
isfying ways to do this is by volunteering together. Volunteerism not only helps the community, but it also helps build a 
foundation of values that support the emotional and spiritual growth of our families.  If volunteering begins early, it be-
comes such an important part of their lives and something they will want and expect to do naturally. 

In addition to strengthening the family and bringing us closer to each other, here are just some of the many benefits of 
volunteering with our children: 

It strengthens the community – Many non-profits rely on volunteers for support and couldn’t do what they need to do 
without them. Volunteers improve the level of service an organization provides to those in need in our community. A 
strong service organization makes for a strong community.  Volunteering also creates a sense of belonging and owner-
ship. When we invest in our community, we all benefit. 

We learn great job skills – Young people can learn a variety of job readiness skills like commitment, responsibility, 
good attendance, organizational skills, team work, and so much more.  Community service experience helps to influ-
ence or shape a child’s career interests and offers an opportunity for individuals to “try it on for size.” Am I interested in 
medicine? How about law? Working with animals? For adults looking for a career change or wanting to strengthen or 
learn new skill sets, community service offers great learning and networking opportunities. It gives us a chance to share 
our talents, discover new talents, hone your skills and learn new ones. By the way parents, volunteer experience gives 
your teen the extra edge when applying for college or for a job. It’s also a requirement for some schools and certain 
scholarships.  

Acceptance – Volunteering gives a chance to step outside of ourselves and into the shoes of someone else.  It gives 
us different perspectives and gives us the ability to look at something with a fresh set of eyes.  People often approach 
volunteering as a way to help other people and this is true, but all too often WE are the ones receiving the blessings 
and gifts by giving. What a great gift to give to your family. 

Rewards of sacrifice – Imagine this, a child going through his toys and being asked to share with another child who 
might need it. This could be difficult. What a great opportunity to teach the value of love and kindness through this pro-
cess.  A child who shares his toys or clothes with another child is now invested in the process from sorting to delivery 
and is more likely to feel the joy of giving. The reward the child is left with has a real and meaningful impact on him and 
moments like these could influence him for the rest of his life. 

Family volunteerism offers an abundance of benefits that outweigh any challenges you might face.  Many organizations 
have age requirements set in place for volunteers for safety and liability reasons mostly. As you discuss options with 
your family, keep this in mind.  Also, if your daughter is 5 years old and an organization requires a volunteer to be a 
least 16, don’t let it deter you. Call them and let them know about your family’s interest.  Together you can brainstorm 
ways to be involved. Review the organization’s website thoroughly. Sometimes they offer alternatives that are safe and 
helpful for young children.   

The bottom line is that volunteering together as a family makes a real and meaningful difference and anyone at any age 
can feel the power of the impact that he/she makes.  It’s never too late or too early to start. Start now to make a better 
tomorrow for others and for your family.  For more information about our mission partners that we support globally and 
in our community, please visit http://www.anona.com/missions/ and get connected with someone who will be happy to 
help you. 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—July 9th! 
 

The 11
th
 grade small group will be collecting your spare 

change to support a number of mission projects in our com-
munity and beyond.  Thank you! 

Sunday, July 30th is the Celebration of 5th Sunday, when your Special Offerings 
go to the Florida United Methodist Children's Home (FUMCH). Over 120 Children live 
at the 2 campuses north of Orlando and East of Tallahassee. 

Your Special Gifts support the day to day needs required to provide a safe place for 
our kids to grow physically, mentally, and spiritually. FUMCH also provides additional services such as Foster Care, 
Community Day Care, Independent Living, and Emergency Shelter Care.  With all of these services, your Gifts touch 
over 400 children daily. 

Your Children's Home Kids love Anona and thank you for your gifts. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


Anona Book Club—July 
 
 

Note that July is our vacation month.  Though the club will not meet at its usual time, the month provides an excellent 
opportunity to read a great book you would like for us to consider for the 2017-2018 year.  Additionally, note that our 
next meeting will be August 27, when we will read Run by Ann Patchett, which is a novel that addresses father/son 
relationships, parental expectations, and prioritizing in a household where brothers are reared by a father, whose aspi-
rations for them are pronounced early.  Needless to say, there are twists in the story that provide for interesting read-
ing.  Mark your calendar for August 27. 

 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members.  Meetings are typically held the 4
th
 Sunday of 

the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy 
readers for friendly discussions and on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore  deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly   
Walk Live is now Walk15! Still a heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the 
group exercise version of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable 
to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add 
up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and join 
us Tuesdays at 6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewithmolly@gmail.com 
 
Mary Fellowship—on summer vacation and will resume Oct 12th 
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays, 5:30pm—6:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten for more information. 
 
Sign Language Class—on summer vacation and will resume Sept 12th  
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group—Second Saturday **Not Meeting July and August** 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: September 9th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
 

Small Group Leaders: 
 

If you would like to inform the members of the church with the fellowship opportunities your small group provides, 
please email those details to Erin@anona.com.  This information is quite useful to ensure our print materials and web-

site are correct.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact, erin@anona.com or call 595-2581, x244. 
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OH, NUTS!  It’s time to be thinking about your NUT ORDER already!  Nut sales will be 
September 17 and 24 and October 1 in the Marketplace.  We have a couple of new 
products this year, so please check out the order forms in the August and September 
issues! 
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE is still accepting donations of personal care items, clothing and 
twin size bedding for the Miracles Outreach safe houses. Priscilla (Pam) Rosengren 
is Chair of the Miracles project and can be contacted at pamdegren811@hotmail.com or 727-565-7983 if you wish to 
donate or volunteer.   
 
We also are accepting clothing, tools, fabric, laptop computers and used furniture for The Dream Center “Restored” 
project. Training of the first participants went very well, with several of our members conducting training sessions in 
computers and sewing. Since this is a long term mission, there will be an ongoing need for volunteers as well as donat-
ed items.  “Restored” is a project to help fight Human Trafficking by training and then employing women who have 
survived the trauma of sexual abuse or exploitation, and to provide therapeutic services to these women during their 
employment with The Dream Center. Contact Chair Lisa Stiffler at lisalisads1@aol.com or 317-694-2473 for infor-
mation about “Restored” or to donate or volunteer. 
 
RADA cutlery may still be ordered online by going to www.helpourfundraiser.com and entering 507017 as the inter-
net ordering number.  The password is anona (all lower case.)  Call Karen Creamer with questions or if you need assis-
tance with ordering.  765-265-9406.  
 
All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

National Methodist Men gathering in July - a once every four event 
This year's gathering is being held July 7-8 at St Luke's UMC in Indianapolis, Indiana.  This 
year's theme is Discipleship - a Contact Sport.  To learn more, call 866-297-4312 or 615-340
-7145.   

Mark your Calendar for Oct 13-14.  Florida UM Men Fall Weekend    
Theme:  "Man Cave Under Construction"  Fri Oct 13 at 6 pm – Sat Oct 14 at 4 pm.   
At Leesburg (Fruitland Park) Methodist Life Enrichment Center.  There were times Jesus and his disciples had to go 
away from the crowds and find some alone time– with God and with each other.  Where do you go for your quiet time?  
Your get-away place?  Your time alone with God?  Experience time with God and time with your brothers in Jesus 
Christ.  Come back home emotionally and spiritually renewed, revived, and replenished.  For details, contact Chet 
Klinger at 727-512-2498 (call or text). 

Big changes coming ahead for the District UMM - The redistricting of the Florida UM Conference will bring changes 
to the United Methodist Men in July.  Instead of our Gulf Central District UMM encompassing 65+ churches from Crys-
tal River to Braden River south of Bradenton, the changes will have the UMMs in New Port Richey and northward join 
the North Central District and Bradenton UMMs joining the Southwest District.  The UMMs at Anona UMC, Parrish 
UMC all UMCs in Pinellas County and the southern part of Pasco County will be combining with churches in and 
around Tampa, Plant City, and Lakeland to become the new Gulf Central District.  This will bring the number of church-
es to 85 plus 2 missions for the new District.  These changes will result in changes to the Gulf Central District UMM 
Board of Officers.  At some point over the next few weeks, we will be announcing the result of electing new board 
members.  Anyone at Anona who wants to help lead the new Gulf Central District UMM into the new decade can con-
tact Chet Klinger at 727-512-2498.   

Anona Men’s Bible Study - Every Monday night from 7 pm to 8 pm at the Church.  The main focus this month is the 
Pauline letters to the various churches he started in his journeys around the Roman Empire.  Just come with your Bible 
to Room 117 inside the Worship Center. 

Fresh Start Probationer mentoring program includes men and women mentoring light offenders on probation.  The 
Fresh Start program operates under the auspices of the Justice Departments of each county and a variety of church 
ministries.  Christian spiritual guidance is part of the Fresh Start program where the client and the mentor agree.  More 
than 70% of probationers participating in Fresh Start stay out of jail.  Check out Fresh Start's website at: http://
www.freshstartmentorship.com/---Anybody interested in learning about the program and getting trained in being a  
mentor can contact Ian Lennox at ilennox@verizon.net    

For more information about UMM, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379 or Chet Klinger at 727-512-2498 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately with a Pastor.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  
We are willing to do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 
We offer an “Insight to Anona” class to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. It’s an 
informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  People 
leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service opportuni-
ties, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected as 
we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. Sandy Drugash is happy 
to meet privately at a time that’s good for you or you can attend our next Insight to Anona is Wednesday. July 5th at 
10:30am or Sunday, July 9th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area).  Our next Membership Sun-
day is July 23rd at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com or 
phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Scott &Tami Campbell (Kiley) 
Chris & Mary Jane Chiles (Sydney & Eric) 
Rosemary Schultz         
Dan & Jill Baker             
Dennis & Angie Darcangelo (Vanessa & Jacob) 
Jeannie Vida 

New Members 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 

DessaRayne Eunoia Sesti-Starr 
Sophia Siobhan Smith 

Baptisms: 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
07/01 Char Cowdin 
  Carol Swallow 
07/02    Gwen Kearns 
  Ron Roseman 
07/03 Norma Imbody 
07/04 Fred Thompson 
07/05 Helen Stripling 
  Don Whitley 
07/06 Dan Reid 
07/10 Liz Kirkman 
07/11 Esther Seidel 
07/12 Shirley Walker 
07/13 Elizabeth Poole 
07/14 Peggy Reid 
  Vern Thompson 
07/15 Jim Cordea 
  Shirley Zornow 
07/16 Aleida Mehalko 
  Tom Wachob 
  Bobbie Wycoff 
07/19 Eileen Wares 
  Marie Woodhouse 
07/20 Margaret Hilleary 
07/21 Erna Leadbeater 
07/22 Maxene McConn 
07/25 Jim Daniels 
07/26 David Johnson 
             Mildred McCormack 
  Phyllis Slater 
  Martha Stone 
07/27 Barbara Hudson 
  Rich Keast 
07/28 Randy Koser 
07/29 Dave Hunt 
07/30 Dorothy Sciullo 
07/31 Maureen Bolduc 
  Adelaide Poulter 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
The Family of Ken Meldrim, who joined in 2009. 
 
The Family of Marlene Ruppel, who joined in 1989. 
 
The Family of Gerri Bacon, who joined in 1981. 
 
The Family of Jim Lyons, who joined in 2000. 17 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
07/03 Bob & Barbara Dunton 41 yrs. 
 Bud & Annette Habbe 53 yrs. 
 Phil & Evelyn Lawrence 52 yrs. 
 Lee & Mary Anne Neville 47 yrs. 
 Brad & Bobbi Paye 41 yrs. 
07/04 Marion & Ruth Coopwood 64 yrs. 
 Dave & Jackie Gerald 32 yrs. 
 Allen & Linda Hawthorne 42 yrs. 
 John & Joan Pickens  47 yrs. 
07/06 Jim & Catherine Hass 54 yrs. 
07/07 John & Pamela Fischer 44 yrs. 
07/08 Bob &  Mary Cales 29 yrs. 
 Mike & Tammy Rubino 30 yrs 
 John & Joan Wills  50 yrs. 
07/10 Robert & Stacia Lord 25 yrs. 
 Steve & Maureen Villano 36 yrs. 
 John & Jean Zoda 35 yrs. 
07/13 Todd & Debbie Pickens 26 yrs. 
 Jon & Dale West 49 yrs. 
07/14 Michael & Diane Waldron 27 yrs. 
07/15 Alan & Marilyn Raun 66 yrs. 
07/18 Chip & Penny Padgett 53 yrs. 
07/19 Hal & Jan Pirkl 58 yrs. 
07/20 Dick & Joyce Lippert 59 yrs. 
 Gary & Marjorie Patenaude 49 yrs. 
 Ronn & Mary Ann Raszetnik 54 yrs. 
07/21 Blake & Eunice Caldwell 61 yrs. 
07/22 C.J. & Sandy Dunn 45 yrs. 
 Louis & Norma Imbody 39 yrs. 
 Dieter & Dee Schmid 50 yrs. 
07/23 Rodney & Cheryl Finke 34 yrs 
07/26 Larry & Maria Lindquist 37 yrs. 
07/27 Jim & Sharleen Evans 54 yrs. 
07/29 John & Chris Jones 56 yrs. 
 Bill & Phyllis Robertson  64 yrs. 
07/30 James & Christine Eskald 32 yrs. 
 Richard & Roberta Kidd 51 yrs. 
 Bob & Nancy McLachlan 40 yrs. 
07/31 Gary & Sandy Lindsey 25 yrs. 
 Tom & Cindy Salinsky 25 yrs. 
 Jonathan & Barbara Stubbs 40 yrs. 



After  25  years of marriage, my husband and I split up.  I moved to Florida to start a new life, and my adult son, Dan-
ny, soon followed. 

Six  years ago I lost my son to an accidental drug overdose.  His father and I were consumed with grief, and, as some-
times happens, the depression threw me into a dark pit that I could not escape. The only light that could shine through 
at the time was the beautiful little two year old girl that Danny left behind. Although I had a relationship with the Lord, I 
was not strong enough to pull myself out of the pit of depression.  I needed help, and I found it in a Stephen Minister. 

I had no idea at the time that the Lord would work a full circle and call me into this ministry six years later.  While I was 
attending the training to become a Stephen Minister, Danny’s father came to Florida to celebrate what would have 
been our son’s 37th birthday.  We attempted to make it a happy occasion we would share with his little girl.  However, 
in the quiet moments, we remembered just how much we miss him and what we have lost. 

It was during one of those periods that Danny’s father was able to share his grief with me.  He talked about his last 
conversation with his son, the last time he had seen him, the guilt he felt over his death, and how he prays we will all 
be reunited in heaven some day.  And because of my recent training, I did not interrupt him.  I listened.  For the first 
time, I really listened.  After he was finished, I asked him for some good memories he had, the best times he had had 
with his boy.  And again, I let him speak, and I listened. 

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen: to the good, to the bad, and to whatever is on your heart.  And although we can 
not change what you are feeling, you will know you are being heard.  I pray that God will use me to listen, just as He 
listens.  I know that by serving others, I am serving Him, and others can experience God’s love and know how much 
He does care for us. 

Just like my Stephen Minister showed me. 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

 
Keeping up with the comings and goings of all our Anona family is challenging and we need your help!  When you 
know of someone in the congregation going into the hospital, rehab facility, long term care facility or becomes home-
bound, please call the church office with the individual’s name and the facility information.  Our visitation care teams 
want to be supportive to individuals and their families when such situations arise. Call the church number 595-2581 
and ask for extension 225.  If you receive the recorded announcement, please leave a message.  This extension is 
monitored 3 times a day to assure quick response.  We appreciate your help as we care for our Anona congregation.  
 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 

 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, July 6 and 20, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call the Anona Family Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and families 

for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, work-

shops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Shawn Thomas Organist/Asst Director of Worship  shawn@anona.com 222 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

 

 
 

Independence 
Day 

 
July 4 

 
office closed 
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