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Good-bye from Bonnie McElravy 
It has been my privilege to serve in the Children's Ministry Department these last 5 years.  In Au-
gust, I will be moving to Atlanta to attend Candler School of Theology.  There I’ll work towards my 
Masters of Divinity to become an ordained elder for the UMC.  I can't thank you all enough for wel-
coming me into your church home to serve alongside of your families and supporting me as I pur-
sue my calling.  Thank you for all the experiences I've had, all of the people I've met, and all of the 
times the Lord has been so faithful.  Thank you for your prayers, for you will always be in mine.  I 
truly love you all and have been so blessed to know you.  I will miss you dearly. 



 

July 5
th

:  Faithful  

Bottom line:  You are never so far off-script that God can’t bring you back.  If you are wondering if you have gotten too 

far away from God to recover or have a friend feeling that way, this is the Sunday for you. 

Scriptures: Exodus 6, 16; Numbers 14; Judges 2; Psalm 23 

My Prayer for you this first Sunday of July is that God will show you the way or the way back. 
 

July 12
th

: Follow 

Bottom Line: Jesus wasn’t inviting us to a new set of rules to live by, but gave us calling to live for. 

Scripture: Luke 1:31-33; Matthew 7:24-29 

My Prayer for you as we face this Sunday together is to be called forward in faith, not held back in fear. 
 

July 19th: The Cross 

Bottom Line: Jesus gave His life to rescue us, and His death proved that God had a plan since the beginning. 

Scripture: Luke 8:1; Romans 3:23, 5:8, 6:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Luke 4:18-19; Colossians 1:19-20; 

On this Sunday I pray the cross of Jesus sets you free from what is holding you captive. 
 

July 26th: Live 

Bottom Line: The cross paid for our sin; the resurrection brought us life. 

Scripture: Luke 24:1-8; Matthew 27:46; John 11:25; Romans 8:11; 1 Peter 1:3; Revelation 21:4; Romans 10:9-10 

On this last Sunday of July my prayer for you is that you are made new in ways that will surprise you. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 The Big Story 

As we face July in worship together, we will be covering more of the Great Stories of the Bible.  The big themes of 

Scripture you will find below as well as my prayer for you on each of those Sundays.  I hope you might add those pray-

ers to your own Sunday Prayer Life and add the scriptures in preparation for your worship, knowing what’s in store as 

you come to worship at the Anona campus. 

 

Remember July is a great time to invite a friend.  We have: 

 Lots of parking 

 Lots of seating, and no crowding at coffee after worship 

 A very friendly sermon series especially to new Christians or new visitors 

 More time to pay attention to and welcome your friend 

 

I also want to remind you that now that the portables are gone, the pastor’s offices are behind the chapel.  You can go 

in the front of the chapel and take the door on the right, or go to the breezeway to the right of the chapel and go in the 

door on the left.   

Jack 
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Have You Heard a Good Story Lately? 
 
Some of my earliest and fondest memories are of my parents and grandparents reading me stories.  Every afternoon 
when it was naptime, I could pick out two or three books to have read before I had to settle down and actually nap 
(there’s lots of days I wish I could do that now).  I had a couple of stories I liked so much, I would pick them every day, 
much to my grandmother’s frustration, who tried very hard to get me to pick some new ones.  But I loved these favorite 
stories and I never got tired of hearing them over and over and over again.  In fact, even as a 3 or 4 year old, I heard 
them so often I knew them almost word for word.  If someone skipped a page, or didn’t read it correctly, I knew it and I 
corrected them. 
 
Later in life, I was fascinated by family, friends, and anybody else that could tell a good story.  They had the ability of 
getting your attention and drawing you completely into their tale.  Good storytellers have a way of making time stand 
still and before you know it, their story that lasted an hour, seemed like just minutes. 
 
Before writing took place, storytellers were teaching their children and their community about their family, cultural, and 
faith traditions.  These stories were told so often, they became ingrained in their memories and were carefully passed 
on to future generations.  That’s how our great Bible stories were handed down for centuries.  When writing materials 
became sophisticated enough to be stored safely, these oral traditions were written down and our scriptures began to 
take form.  Our Bible is actually a collection of 66 books (or stories) and we continue this month to look across the Old 
and New Testaments to view the comprehensive story of the whole Bible.   
 
I invite you to come to worship this month and hear some great stories.  I bet you will remember some of them (maybe 
almost word for word), and I hope you gain new meaning and inspiration as we share them together.  I pray that you 
will fall in love with the One Big Story of God’s love that is revealed to us in our Bible, and you will want to hear it over 
and over and over again. 
 
 

 
 

 
A Summer of Hymns 
This summer in Traditional worship, we will be focusing on hymns and the hymnody of the church! For July and 

August we will be adding a middle hymn to our worship services, along with a brief introduction to the hymn and it’s 

musical, historical, or theological significance.  This will lead to a Sunday celebration of hymns on Sunday, August 

16th, where the choir will be lifting up a service of hymns for both choir and congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

July is Casual Month in Traditional! 
July is not only one of our hottest months, but it is also a time for our traditional worship leaders to relax a little! In 

July both the choirs and ministers will keep the robes in the closet for the month and lead in a little less formal at-

tire, so come as you are and enjoy a summer of Traditional worship at Anona! 

 

Simply Worship at Anona 
If you are looking for some more time for quiet worship and reflection check out our newest worship service on 

campus at 11:00 in the historic Anona chapel.  For the month of July, the worship time will include practicing the 

Prayer of Examen as an example of how we can grow in our prayer life.  All are welcome!  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 



Anona’s 360 United campus held their First Annual Teacher      
Appreciation Breakfast last month and it was an incredible event. 
For the first time one of our appreciation breakfasts expanded   
beyond elementary schools as a result of our 360 mission ministry 
to local schools. The 360 United breakfast welcomed not only   
Orange Grove and Seminole Elementary Schools, it also wel-
comed Seminole Middle School and Career Academies Seminole 
(a high school extension)! We also welcomed Area Superintendent 
Robert Poth who came to give some encouraging words to teach-
ers, administrators and staff.  Our thanks to St. Petersburg College 
Seminole Campus for generously offering the use of their conference center for the event. What a tremendous success! 

You’re welcome to join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 as we continue our summer series “Stand.” Happy July 4th!!! 

July 5 - Stand Against (Scripture: Daniel 5:23-28) One of the toughest things for some of us to do is speak up when 
needed. We fear the consequences of voicing our opinions, even if speaking up means addressing a wrong that is or will 
take place if we don’t say something. Throughout history Christians have wrestled with when to speak to the culture and 
when to be part of it. Where do we draw the line? 

July 12 - Stand Again (Scripture: Daniel 6:10-13)  We are entering chapter 6 of The Book of Daniel and already the char-
acters of the story have faced many trials. One of the lessons we could take from these stories is that faith offers no 
guarantee of an easy life. Just like real life, Daniel faces moments of challenge that require him to stand again and 
again. How do we make standing back up a habit? 

July 19 - Stand Our Ground (Scripture: Ephesians 6:10-18)  What would it take for us to be able to stand our ground 
when it comes to our faith? What would it look like for us to be able to face temptations, trials, suffering and hurt (i.e. any 
form of evil) without retreating? How could we do that? What would it take? This week we look at ways we can stand our 
ground. 

July 26 - Stand on the Foundation (Scripture: Acts 4:1-22)  We wrap up our Stand series by looking back at what gave 
Daniel and many others from the Judeo-Christian tradition the ability to face overwhelming odds with confidence and 
conviction. What they had is available to us. The question is, “Are we standing on the same foundation as they did?” 

 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 

5 

My friends, the culture of Anona is no mystery.  I simply look to the scripture for our spirits to lead and live together.  
One of the scriptures key to that is Philippians chapter 2: 1-15.  I go to it again and again to both lead the Church, and to 
be the Church.  It begins: 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, 

2 
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

3 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 

4 
Let each of you 

look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
5 
Let the same mind be in you that was

[a]
 in Christ Jesus,

 

6 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,

 7 
but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave… 
 
And it concludes: 
 
Shining as Lights in the World 
12 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my ab-
sence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

13 
for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 

will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

14 
Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 

15 
so that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 

blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in the world. 
 
Shine like stars my friends.  The instructions are right here. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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June was a blast as we kicked the summer off with a night of messy 
games and continued with our High School students traveling to North 
Carolina for their week long service mission trip. Now into July, we look 
forward to Big Stuff Camp and a service mission trip for our Middle School 
students. These are often life-changing experiences for our students and 
the people we encounter on the journey.   
 
Please continue to be in prayer for our student ministry as we connect to 
God, each other, and the world around us. 
 
We look forward to sharing our stories when we return with the whole 
church through videos and speaking on Sunday mornings. 
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There is something about a GREAT story that has 
the ability to make us see, make us care, make us 
hope.  The Bible is not just a book of random sto-
ries, it is 66 Books that come together to tell ONE 
STORY.  During the month of July, we will continue  
to help our kids discover the character of God 
through this epic story of Love which helps them to  
understand what it means to make the wise choice 
and to love others the way God loves us. 

FX July Topic:  ONE BIG STORY 

Our 3rd Graders will be going on a Treasure Quest, a journey through the Bible!    

Every year our 3rd grade student’s travel through Bible lessons to learn more about 

God’s Word, and this year starting Sunday, September 6th through Sunday,        

October 18th during 11:00am Small Group Experience.  The journey ends with a 

fun celebration party for the students and parents with pizza, games and fellowship.         

Registration is open for this great experience is OPEN!  To register your student, go 

to anona.com/kidsevents/. 

Our VBS Mission Project  
will focus on collecting "tools" for the spiritual and educational journey of   children. We will 
have both a local and global mission. For the global mission we will collect coins to pur-
chase bibles for children in Thailand in their own    language.  For our local mission, we 
will collect school supplies to help children at our local partner schools and    homeless 
children in our county. We will continue collecting school supplies every Sunday 
through the month of July after VBS ends. 

VBS SET-UP TIME 
 

If you can lend a hand, 
please help us transform the 
church into a Thailand Trek 
for the week of July 6-10th.   

Set up will take place on     
SUNDAY, JULY 5th from 
12:30pm—4:30pm.  



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Summer 2015—Fun and Service 

Our summer program is off and running at Anona Child Development Center and we are delighted to hear the sounds of 
children laughing and smell the sunscreen as our swimmers prepare for an afternoon at the pool.  Summer is a time of 
fun, relaxation and turning down the stress dial for our children.  But summer continues to be a time of learning.  Each 
month we work with the missions committee to sponsor projects that tie into the theme and highlight an area that children 
learn they can be of service. 

This summer we have many Community Connection activities planned.  In June, our mission opportunity is a partnership 
with Anona United Methodist Church, Anona 360, and Habitat for Humanity.   The children are learning about the Habitat 
for Humanity program and the work they do to build communities of hope.  As the work on the home for the family Anona 
and Anona 360 are sponsoring is completed and the family prepares to move, our children will make the WELCOME 
HOME signs.  They are busy designing, planning and creating this important project. 

July brings the opportunity to care for other children.  The theme for the month is Creativity and Imagination.  During the 
month they will collect school supplies, focusing on crayons, markers, and color pencils to give to our Anona partner 
schools.  These will be used to help children or teachers that need additional supplies to begin the school year.  We are 
learning to give thanks for what we have and give freely to those in need.  Additionally, flag cards of thanks will be made 
for our veterans and grandpals in Oak Manor and given to our visiting ministry team to deliver.  Cards of gratitude from 
this generation for the freedom we celebrate on Flag Day, June 14th.   

Last, August we are continuing our service to children just like us by partnering with Clothes to Kids.  We are discussing 
what it takes to get “ready for school”.  This involves supplies, clothes and shoes.  Summer is that time to go through and 
purge all those clothes that don’t fit and then replace them with new items for the school year.  Families are encouraged 
to bring in these clothes that no longer fit so we might donate them to Clothes for Kids and bless a child with a positive 
start to a new year. 

Service to others is so important to the developing child.  It is through that sense of service, giving and the realization that 
our efforts are important to something larger than oneself, that a child develops a sense of belonging.  This sense of be-
longing increases connections and improves cooperation as the school family works together to reach goals.  Unity.  This 
sense of belonging and increased connections creates a safe environment in which relationships are born.  As connec-
tions and relationships grow deeper, “management” of the group is based on these cooperative relationships that exist 
within the family.  These relationships motivate cooperation and create a positive learning environment where fun, learn-
ing, service and joy coexist within the school family.  All of this can flourish when a choice to serve others is highlighted. 

A summer of service and love.  The fun is built in and our children are learning about love through service.  What do you 
want your child to learn this summer?  If it is to love as God loves us, give us a call.  We are ready to partner with your 
family as we raise the next generation…together.               From our hearts to yours…Sharon and Pam 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In July, the stories we learn about are: Jesus and the Storm, Jesus 
Heals 2 daughters, Feeds 5000, Transfiguration of Jesus. 

 
Parents Morning Out, for walking toddlers: **Register for Fall** 
 Children enjoy indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts, and stories. 
 PreRegister to Kandace@anona.com.if your child is a walking 1 

year old and under 2 years old as of 9/1/15. Cost is $15/week 
 Classroom A: Wednesdays starting Aug 24, 9:30AM-12:00PM 
      Our 3 guiding principles are: God Made Them, God Loves Them,      
      and Jesus is Their Friend! 

The first stage of Family Trek is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn how to 
discover God for themselves. 



Summertime Opportunities to Grow your Faith 
 

With the removal of the portable buildings, some of our small groups are meeting in new places.   
 

Connection Point will have the latest information on class schedules and maps to find them. 
 

Join one of these groups this summer and take a vacation into a deeper faith. 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Class Day Time Place 

        

Empty Nesters   Will Resume in Fall 

Bible Fellowship Class Sunday 9:30 am Bride’s Room 

F.A.S.T Crowd Sunday 9:30 am Room 110 

        

Men’s Bible Study Monday 7:00 pm Room 110 

        

Morning Men’s Group Tuesday 6:45 am Wesley Hall 

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 7:00 pm Room 110 

        

Pastor Jack’s Class Wednesday 10:30 am Room 110 

        

Women’s Bible Study Thursday 10:00 am Room 110 

This picture was taken while 
our Anona pilgrims were on 
their spiritual journey through-
out the Holy Land in April.  
 
 
“Imagine walking where Jesus 
walked, reading Scriptures in 
locations where Biblical events 
actually happened, and praying 
in places where faith in Christ 
began...and imagine doing that 
in community. Our Journey to 
Jerusalem provided not only 
memories of a lifetime, but 
friendships that will last a life-
time.” 
     -Rev. Richard Landon 



CALENDAR 



CALENDAR 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross.  Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 
  
SANDY IS BACK!!  First, thanks to the entire Anona family for you prayers during my recent health crisis.  I am so hap-
py to report that I am back to summer teaching every other week on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Regular Fall Sched-
ule will begin on Mon. Aug. 31.  I will be in touch during July to set up Fall Schedule. 
  
THANKS to Academy Administrative Assistant Merrilee Albright for her wonderful work of taking over administration of 
the Academy during Sandy’s absence.  Her help is always invaluable! 
  
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES:  We have again been invited to play at the Pinecrest Service in August.  If interested, 
please let Sandy know. 
  
DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need of key-
boards at this time.  Thank you.  
  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians.  
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Dona-
tion” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box 
(bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  
  
REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

   
PERFORMANCE TIP:  Due to nerves, we have a tendency to want to do our count-off before we begin playing 
faster than it should be.  You should practice doing your count-off at the correct speed before performance. 

Don’t Throw in the Towel 
 
The smiles on a wedding day have the room all aglow. Newlyweds embrace their joy laced with an 
occasional stumble or fall. Forgiveness is easier in the beginning. By the time a couple enters my 
office, there are layers of soot; burnt pieces of the relationship dampened by tears. “We’re thinking 
about throwing in the towel, and this is our last ditch effort,” they say. 
 
Have you ever wondered about the origins of the expression, “throw in the towel?” Here it is: When 

a boxer is suffering a beating and his corner want to 
stop the fight, they literally throw in the towel to indicate their conceding 
of the fight. And now it’s commonly used to indicate an end to a mar-
riage because of feeling defeated by endless fighting. 
 
It would be nice if the wedding vows included a commitment to pick up 
the towel much sooner and say, “Let’s take this towel into counseling so 
we can learn the skills we need to properly treat each other with re-
spect.” Where I see people struggle the most is with communication 
skills. What one person says is not what the other person hears. So 
often, there are two arguments going on at once. 
 
There was a reason you got married. Fear not what you have not yet 

learned. Instead, kindly seek how to relate to one another in loving ways. Counseling can show you how to get your 
needs met and those of your spouse, in healthy ways without giving in, or giving up. When two open-minded people 
apply healthy behavior principles, it is much easier to live by the most important Christian principle: Love One Another. 

 

 Blessings, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

   

   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com 



Habitat for Humanity—Let’s Build For You! 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP - WITHOUT PICKING UP A HAMMER OR PULLING OUT YOUR WALLET!!!!! 
 
Of course Habitat welcomes Anona Volunteers who have given over 1800 hours in the past 3 years.  And we're 
thankful for both your donations AND purchases from our ReStore.  Of course cash donations are a blessing. But 
what we really need are Homeowner Candidates (HOC), who are in need of decent, affordable housing. 
 
Each of us meet or know people who would make great HOC's. They may live in overcrowded, unsafe apartments, 
mobiles, or homes; and, need a better home. 
 
Who qualifies?   

 Have worked or lived in Pinellas County for the past year. 

 Have been steadily employed for the past 12 months (Income requirements based on number of people in 
household. 

 Are willing to Partner with Habitat by volunteering 250-350 Sweat Equity Hours; and, attend 15 Homeownership 
Classes 

 
If they meet the these criteria, they may qualify for a new Energy Star Home with a 0% - 30 Year Mortgage. 
 
HOC's can visit www.HabitatPinellas.org and click on Homeownership  -  OR - Call Dave Gerald at 727-365-2800. 
 
Our next Habitat for Humanity build is: July 11.  We will have a bus leaving Anona at 6:30A - 2:00P. Sign 
up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

Change 4 Change 
July 12 

 
The 9

th
 grade small group will 

be collecting your  spare 
change to support a number of 
mission projects in our commu-

nity and beyond.   
 

Thank you for your support of 
this ministry! 

Community Partner Spotlight: Homeless Emergency Project 
 
Homeless Emergency Project (HEP) is a Christian based non-profit organization that has been serving the Pinellas 
County community for over 50 years.  Currently, HEP serves three target populations:  Veterans, Families and Individu-
als (men and women).  HEP provides housing services ranging from emergency shelter through permanent supportive 
housing and is playing a key role in our community to help decrease and end homelessness.  HEP provides food, 
transportation, clothing, dental care, onsite child care, and a great deal of other supportive services to help empower 
individuals to get back to self-sufficiency.  There is such a focus on empowering lives that the organization is about to 
officially change it’s name to Homeless Empowerment Program – it will still be HEP!  Currently, 17 families live in long 
term housing at HEP, including 58 youth.  HEP has plans to increase their focus on job training and employment assis-
tance through a new workforce development center, coming soon.  
 
HEP was originally known as Everybody’s Tabernacle, and was founded by the Reverend Otis Green, as a place to 
help meet the needs of his congregation.  The Reverend’s vision continued to grow:  in the 1980s HEP became an in-
dependent non-profit organization, and in 2013, HEP assisted 1,400 people a year and served nearly 100,000 meals.  
Everybody’s Tabernacle still functions as a church today, and remains on the HEP campus.   
 
On May 9th, a team youth from Anona volunteered at HEP, preparing and serving lunch to HEP residents.  Later in the 
month, the Anona Missions Team toured all 8 acres of the HEP campus in Clearwater to learn more about the services 
provided and ways in which we may be able to work together to help members of our community who are in need.  Our 
entire team was impressed by the HEP philosophy that “we should never ask someone to lay their head where we 
would not do so ourselves, eat food we wouldn’t eat ourselves, or wear clothes we wouldn’t wear ourselves.”  We are 
excited about the abundant future opportunities to partner with HEP as a mission partner and work together to spread 
the love of Christ through service to others.                     - Karen Yost, Anona Missions Committee 

Box Top Collections 
'Box tops for education' is a fundraising program sponsored by 
a companies like: General Mills, Scott paper products, Hefty, 
Ziploc, Progresso soups, Avery labels, and Hanes underwear.  
 

On these products you will find the Box Top coupon, clip it and turn it in to one of 
the various collection boxes throughout the church: Marketplace, Traditional 
Narthex, and in the FX Lobby. 
 

Thousands of school systems use this program to raise significant funds for sup-
plies. Let’s support Ridgecrest Elementary in this endeavor. Thank you! 
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The Anona Book Club will take the month of July “OFF” to go fishin’.   
 
Upcoming reading for the club is as follows: 
 

August    The River is Home by Patrick Smith 
September  In the Woods by Tana French 
October    Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
November   Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy:  Four Women Undercover in the Civil War by Karen Abbott   
 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room and invites all 
Anona members and their guests to participate.  
 
For additional information contact Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com. 
 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Clinic 
Cure4Fibromyalgia.com estimates that 5 million Americans suffer from this ailment. If you or someone you know is 
impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo 
complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 
 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, July 11th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
 
Connectivity 
Anona’s Singles Ministry, Connectivity, will take the rest of the summer off due to low participation in activities over the 
last 3 months.  A survey will be sent out to those of you who have participated in the past during our break.  We would 
appreciate your input at that time.  Thank you and enjoy your summer! 

ACT TWO and the Anona Book Club will join together to Celebrate Summer 2015 with our annual MOVIE 
NIGHT!  We plan to meet at the home of Joan and John Wills, 14386 93rd Avenue, Seminole on Sunday, July 
12th at 6:00 p.m. for pizza and beer (the root variety, of course) and to watch the Christian drama film “Heaven is 
for Real” starring Greg Kinnear. Based on Pastor Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent's 2010 book of the same name, 
the book examines the following:   
 
Four-year-old Colton Burpo is the son of Todd Burpo, pastor of Crossroads Wesleyan Church in Imperial, Nebras-
ka. Colton says he experienced Heaven during emergency surgery. He describes to his incredulous family about 
having looked down to see the doctor operating, his mother calling people to pray in the waiting room, and his fa-
ther in another room yelling at God not to let him die. He also spoke of meeting his great-grandfather, who died 
long before he was born; his unborn sister that died in a miscarriage and whom no one had told him about; and 
meeting Jesus, describing his physical appearance. 
 
All Anona members and their guests are invited to join in the food, fun and fellowship of our small group! Call Joan 
or John to reserve your slice of pizza (596-5681). 
 
NOTE:  If interested in going to a Rays baseball game, we can plan on a “trip to the Trop” in August. Call John to 
express your interest. 
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CALLING ALL WOMEN 
MEMBERS! VISITORS! 
 

CALLING ALL WOMEN!  
RACHEL CIRCLE and 

OTHERS INTERESTED 
IN UMW  

 
Do you have time on your hands during the summer?  
We will be giving out ditty bags for men, women and 
children. 
 
To make the bags, you need a 15" X 30" piece of fab-
ric, preferably medium-weight cotton, thread, 54" of 
sturdy cord a sewing machine, and an iron and ironing 
board 

 Fold the fabric in half with the right sides together. 
Starting at the fold, stitch around two sides, leav-
ing one edge open. That  edge is the top of the 
bag. 

 Turn down the top edge 1/4" all the way around 
and press. Turn down another 1" and press again. 
This makes   the  casing for the drawstring. 

 Starting around the top about 3/4" from the top 
edge. Stop stitching  about 1/2" before the seam. 
This will leave a 1" opening for the drawstring. 

 Feed one end of the sturdy cord through the top 
casing. Tie the ends of the cords together, and 
your ditty bag is done. 

 
Agencies that receive bags include: 
 
ASAP Homeless Services 
Daystar Life Center, Inc. 
Faith House Christian Recovery Center 
Family Service Centers, Inc. 
Operation Attack on Poverty 
Coalition Homeless Cold Night Shelters Refuge Minis-
tries Religious  
Community Services The Shepherd of Tarpon Springs 
Safety Harbor  
Neighborhood Family Center St. Petersburg Free Clin-
ic YMCA Family  
Village Housing 
 
Next month should have information on the nuts we 
sell for the bazaar as well as items for the ditty bags. 
 
Any items you have for the bazaar at this time, call 
Joan Augustine (391-9680). 

A MESSAGE FROM FRESH START MINISTRIES  
 
July 4th 2014, I sat looking through a 3x3 jail cell window 
watching fireworks light up the sky. A celebration of freedom, 
something I did not have nor knew when I would have again. 
My choices and behaviors had led me there, behind bars. 
“Why me?” was the question I asked every time something 
bad happened or every time I got in trouble with the law. The 
blame on others, denial of what really was, not taking re-
sponsibility of my actions, choices and behaviors. This was 
the consequence. 7 years this went on, addiction, drug and 
alcohol abuse, dark environments, bad influences just to 
name a few. I HIT ROCK BOTTOM, I WAS BROKEN. Was 
this a punishment? No this was a blessing. 
 
Denial, isolation from those who loved, cared about me and 
desired happiness and success in my life. It wasn’t until I ran 
from the enemy of denial and stepped into God’s Grace that 
my life began to change. John 8:32 says, “The truth will set 
you free!” The truth was, I had been walking down the wrong 
paths. The truth is He forgives. The truth is we are precious 
creations of a Father Above, a Higher power who loves us 
unconditionally no matter what mistakes we have made. He 
forgives, He restores, He strengthens, HE LOVES, and He 
gives us a fresh start. When I accepted this, I was led to the 
amazing program provided by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Dept. The Fresh Start program. Through the Fresh Start pro-
gram my hope was restored, success was encouraged, re-
sources were provided and available to me, strength was 
given, LOVE was shown.  Five things Fresh Start gave me.   
Love- (John 3:16), Joy- (James 1:2), Peace- (Philippians 
4:9), Faith- (Hebrew 11:1),  Victory- (1 Corinthians 15:57)       
Love was given and Victory was found. 
 
A year sober now, Victory over addiction, depression, loneli-
ness, sadness, drug and alcohol abuse, just to name a few, 
has found me. Broken I was, Victorious I AM! “Be my Rock of 
Refuge, a fortress of defense to save me.” I asked and He 
gave, I sought and I found, I knocked and the doors were 
opened in abundance. If it wasn’t for This Program of the 
PCSO, Fresh Start, and for the Grace of God and Love, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today. I thank ALL who have been a 
part of my new beginning, my new life. Thanks to an amaz-
ing mentor Herb, who believed in me, pushed me, held me 
accountable for my actions, lead me to resources that helped 
me succeed. I will be eternally grateful to Him for what he did 
for me through this program. Once a mentor, now a true 
friend and my brother in the Lord.  Thank you PCSO for al-
lowing this program to exist and prosper those who go 
through it. Without this program I believe I would still be bro-
ken and at the bottom of the dark pit that the woes of the 
earth suck us into.  
 
“I ONCE WAS LOST BUT NOW I AM FOUND!” So can you 
be found.  If no one else believes in you, I DO! 
      
 

WITH TRUTH, I WAS SET FREE! 
        
   WILEY 

 
 

 
 

 

United Methodist Men  
FALL RETREAT 
at Leesburg 
 

Strengthen and sharpen skills 
for everyday living. 
 

OCTOBER 9-10 – “Waking to God’s Dream” 
OCTOBER 23-25 – “Partnering with God” 
 

Watch the UMM website at https://
www.facebook.com/ummflorida and http://
ummflconf.org/ 
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Membership Sundays are every other month and early in that month, we offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wish-

ing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet in the Front Office for an informal time of getting 

to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  People leave knowing more about 

our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service opportunities, both inside and outside 

the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected as we worship, grow, serve and 

live life together in Christ!  

 

There are always scheduled dates and times for Insight and it usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of peo-

ple and how we move through the tour. If those dates aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a 

time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is Sunday, July 12th at 4:00 or Thursday, July 16th at 5:30 in 

the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area). Our next Membership Sunday is July 26h at all of our worship services.  

Private baptisms and membership vows can also be arranged.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  

sandy@anona.com or 595-2581 x228. 

Join Us 
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Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
07/01 Carol Swallow 
07/03 Al Demitri 
07/04 Jay Singleton 
 Elizabeth Storrie 
 Fred Thompson 
07/05 Pat Hayes 
 Helen Stripling 
 Don Whitley 
07/08 Bud DesRochers 
07/10 Liz Kirkman 
07/11 Esther Seidel 
07/13 Bertha MacDonald 
 Rusty Pierce 
07/14 Vern Thompson 
07/15 Shirley Zornow 
07/16 Aleida Mehalko 
 Tom Wachob 
 Bobbie Wycoff 
07/17 Jean Scott 
 Nelda Squier 
07/19 Eileen Wares 
 Marie Woodhouse 
07/21 Erna Leadbeater 
 Harold Smeltz 
07/22 Maxene McConn 
07/24 Alden Burnett 
07/25 Jim Daniels 
07/26 Ruth Anderson 
 Mildred McCormack 
 Phyllis Slater 
 Martha Stone 
07/27 Ed Smith 
07/28 Dan Danforth 
07/30 Dorothy Sciullo 
07/31 Maureen Bolduc 
 Paula Burgess 
 Adelaide Poulter 

 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
07/03 Bud & Annette Habbe   51 yrs. 
  Phil & Evelyn Lawrence   50 yrs. 
  Lee & Mary Anne Neville  45 yrs. 
07/04 Marion & Ruth Coopwood  62 yrs. 
  Dave & Jackie Gerald   30 yrs. 
  Allen & Linda Hawthorne  40 yrs. 
  John & Joan Pickens    45 yrs. 
07/06 Jim & Catherine Hass   52 yrs. 
07/07 John & Pamela Fischer   42 yrs. 
07/08 Bob &  Mary Cales   27 yrs. 
  Mike & Tammy Rubino   28 yrs 
  John & Joan Wills    48 yrs. 
07/09 Jerry & Susan Hotho   32 yrs. 
07/10 Gary & Barbara Boucher  55 yrs. 
  Steve & Maureen Villano  34 yrs. 
  John & Jean Zoda   33 yrs. 
07/13 Jon & Dale West   47 yrs. 
07/14 Alan & Marilyn Raun   64 yrs. 
  Michael & Diane Waldron  25 yrs. 
07/17 Prentice & Betsy Dort    55 yrs. 
07/18 Chip & Penny Padgett   51 yrs. 
07/19 Hal & Jan Pirkl   56 yrs. 
07/20 Stanley & Patricia Juds    52 yrs. 
  Dick & Joyce Lippert   60 yrs. 
  Gary & Marjorie Patenaude  47 yrs. 
  Ronn & Mary Ann Raszetnik  52 yrs. 
07/21 Blake & Eunice Caldwell  59 yrs 
07/22 C.J. & Sandy Dunn   43 yrs. 
  Louis & Norma Imbody   37 yrs. 
  Dieter & Dee Schmid   48 yrs. 
07/23 R. Rodney & Cheryl Finke  32 yrs 
07/26 Larry & Maria Lindquist   35 yrs. 
07/27 Jim & Sharleen Evans   52 yrs. 
07/29 John & Chris Jones   54 yrs. 
  Bill & Phyllis Robertson    62 yrs. 
07/30 James & Christine Eskald  30 yrs. 
  Richard & Roberta Kidd   49 yrs. 
  Bob & Nancy McLachlan  38 yrs. 
07/31 Jonathan & Barbara Stubbs  38 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 
The Altekruse family on the death of Audree.  Audree joined Anona in 2001. 
 
The family of Ruth Wentland on her death.  Ruth was a member of Anona 
since 1986. 
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Baptisms: John “Jack” Jay Fischer  

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and Anniversary list are 
available at the Connection Point in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



Wise men in every tradition tell us that suffering brings clarity and illumination. However, we are often surprised by our 
suffering. As Christians, we like the thought of sharing in Christ's glory, but what about sharing in His suffering? Jesus 
took care of the death penalty for us. But the Bible teaches that we must suffer times of trial if we are to share in the 
glory. Is it worth it? Read what Paul says in Romans 8:18: ...”I consider that our present sufferings are not worth com-
paring with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 

Many of us think we suffer because of our circumstances. We believe that if our circumstances would change, we'd 
feel better. But God wants us to become so mature and stable that we endure even when none of our circumstances 
are good. Sometimes God's plan for us is to exercise a higher level of faith that will carry us through life's challenges. 
This requires even greater faith than being delivered from a situation. 

Many times we want answers for the events we experience. There are no answers for pain, death and suffering. God 
doesn’t desire to break our spirits, but He wants to break that outer shell that prevents Him from being all He wants to 
be in and through us. He wants to break off things like pride, rebellion, selfishness and independence. God wants us to 
be totally dependent on Him, and suffering seems to bring us to that point. 

Sometimes trials come simply to test and purify our faith. 1 Peter 1:6-7 ”In this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while, you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
These have come so that your faith…of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire…may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed”. 

Going through trials and experiencing God's deliverance better equips us to minister to oth-
ers. Our pain is never wasted; it brings about compassion that reaches out to other hurting 
people by saying, "I've been there, and God brought me through it, and He'll do the same for 
you." 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members who have been there too. They are trained to 
offer high-quality, confidential, one-on-one Christian care to people going through tough 
times. Simply call the church office to inquire about having a Stephen Minister walk your 
journey with you. 

Kathy Huff Snead 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Each week we visit in area hospitals, rehab centers, and call on persons who are unable to come to Church.  We 

have one of the best church outreach and support ministries in the country and it’s because we have many great indi-

viduals who volunteer their time on one of our three teams; Hospital Care Team, Rehab Care Team, and our Out-

bound Care Team.  We don’t want to miss anyone who is facing one of these situations, so help keep us informed by 

calling the church office at 595-2581 and pass the word along.  If you receive the recorded message, please enter 

225 and follow the prompts to leave a message.  This extension is monitored three times a day so 

that we may respond quickly with one of our teams.   Have a safe and healthy summer.    

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, July 2 and 16, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
 

-The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

     

     

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 -Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Anona’s VBS Mission Project  
will focus on collecting "tools" for the spiritual and educational 
journey of children.  
 
We will have both a local and global mis-
sion. For the global mission we will col-
lect coins to purchase bibles for children in 
Thailand in their own language.  For our 
local mission, we will collect school sup-
plies to help children at our local partner 
schools and homeless children in our 
county.  
 
We will continue collecting school supplies every Sunday 
through the month of July after VBS ends. 


