
Volume 2016 
Issue 3 
March 

Palm Sunday—March 20 

Celebrated in all services 

Maundy Thursday—March 24 

7pm in Traditional Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday—March 27 

Celebrated in all services in addition to a 7 am sunrise service lakeside at Serenity Gardens 
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March 6th:  The Joy of Giving. Luke 6:38.  We will take communion and receive the pledge cards that we will take 

home to pray over.  We will also look at Proverbs 11:25 as we have looked deeply at our wisdom, our earnings, and our 

saving.   

March 13th:  The Windows of Heaven. Malachi 3:10.  We will bring our pledge cards back to church and place them 

on the altar. As the season of Lent ends with the coming of Holy Week and Easter we will then, having committed to be 

all in together, we will turn our eyes upon Jesus and the story of the Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 

March 20th:  The Triumphant Entry. Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 all tell the sto-

ry from different perspectives.  It is so unusual for all the gospels to focus on one event, so it must be very important to 

us.  We enter Holy week. 

March 24th:  7PM in Traditional is our Maundy Thursday service of communion, followed by a Requiem by Mark 

Hayes by our Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra.  It is a requiem not only for the death of Jesus but also for all whom we 

have loved and lost. 

March 27th:  Easter Sunday! 1 Corinthians 15:55.  Of course the topic is resurrection.  I have never preached an 

Easter service that it wasn’t.  I don’t plan on that ever.  It is the topic for Christians.  Death has been overcome in victo-

ry. 

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 

My Dear Anona Family, 

I’m putting this word out in your envelopes, in the magazine, on Sunday mornings, and every where I can.  It is for the 
well being of our church home. 

We are finishing an emphasis on the Holiness of our lives when it comes to what we Earn, Save, and Give.  We are 
hoping for this to be a spiritual journey for each of us.  It will end in Pledge Cards being handed out and mailed on the 
6th of March to each home and the return of those cards to the altar at all of our sites and worship services for a cele-
bration during worship on the 13th.   

Two spiritual concerns:   

One, that giving at Anona has not significantly risen in the last five years, while membership, attendance, and all other 
aspects have.  That speaks to mystery.  Is it a lack of intention as a people?  Is it the economy?  Is it that we haven’t 
had a Pledge Campaign in those five years to consider the matter?  Is it that I don’t preach about money very often? 

Secondly, the concern is that it may be true for us as the individual families of Anona.  It seems that the average giving 
per home has not gone forward at all during that same time.  Working toward the tithe means each year reconsidering 
our commitment and working through our lives toward the goal of tithing.  If there is no forward movement, again is it 
the above mysteries? 

We hope to finish this focus so that we can then enter Holy Week with Palm Sunday on the 20th and Easter on the 27th 
knowing that we are all in this together.  That what we cherish is important enough for our commitment.  That we can 
be intentional about the support of our church home. 

Please be in prayer for both your decision and the decisions of us all. 
 

Jack 
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Words right now cannot express how thankful I am for all you have done over the last 5 ½ years while my wife 
Jackie was battling cancer and at her sudden decline and death on February 2nd.  I want to thank the church and 
members of Anona, St. Marks, and Pinecrest for all your support.  I was amazed at the number of people who at-
tended her Celebration of Life Service on February 20th. I have been strengthened by your prayers, your thoughts, 
your cards and notes, your kind gestures and comments.  You have truly ministered to me in this last month more 
than you will ever know, and as one of your pastors I am very grateful. 
 
My one regret is that you did not get to know my Jackie more personally.  She started her cancer ordeal in June of 
2010, some three months before I started working at Anona.  She was remarkably active and vibrant during the 
last 5 1/2 years, refusing to let cancer define her life, but just couldn’t add one more thing to her plate and be more 
involved at church.  However, her wonderful care, support, and love for me as well as our family, made it possible 
for me to devote all that I have into my ministry here.  Believe me, without her I would not have been as effective.  
She was truly remarkable, loved by so many and touched the lives of so many more.   Jackie was the best kind of 
friend a person could ask for, the most nurturing and 
loving person a family member could ever hope for, 
and the most exquisite wife a person could ever im-
agine.    
 
As we go forward I ask for your continued prayers 
that will help me over time heal from the sorrow and 
grief of Jackie’s loss.  You are demonstrating what 
the church is called to be, people sharing their gifts 
and graces as they minister and care for those in 
need around them.  I am proud to be a part of that 
kind of church. 
 
Love, Joy, Peace and Hope,   
 
Pastor Gary 
 
 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20th: PALM SUNDAY 
 

8:15 Traditional Service: Special music from our Sanctuary Choir 
9:30 Contemporary Service: Palm Sunday processional music from our Anona Kids Choir 

11:10 Traditional Service: Palm Sunday processional music from our Anona Kids Choir 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24th: MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
7:00 PM Traditional Sanctuary 

 

 Join us for an evening of communion as we celebrate Christ’s last supper, followed by a presentation of REQUIEM by 
the composer Mark Hayes. This Cantata is led by the Sanctuary Choir and Anona orchestra, and lifts up our remem-

brance of Christ’s death on the cross, as well as remembering those whom we have loved and lost and joined the great 
cloud of witnesses.  

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 27th: EASTER SUNDAY 

 

7:00 AM Sunrise Service at Serenity Gardens (lakeside). Easter music presented by our Anona Vocal Ensemble. 
8:15 and 11:10 AM Traditional Services: Easter music presented by Sanctuary & Praise Choirs, and Anona Orchestra. 

9:30 Contemporary Service: An Easter celebration with our Anona Worship Band. 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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Anona Culture:  As we walk through our culture as a church family, following the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
and as we live out our calling together here is a short list of my priorities as I train leadership.  Look over 
them and see which ones you’ve heard and which are new.  I will be devoting an article each month to each 
of these. 
 
Safe:  Non-judgmental, Non-punitive, proactively for and with 
Loving: I, We, They, All 
Learning:  We are in the business of making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Self aware:  Especially minimum factor 
Conscious:  UI, CI, CC, UC 
Faithful to the mission and vision of the shared leadership 
Aware of and proactive in conflict:  123 or CPE or Matthew 18 
CD Skills (which emerge from the powers) 
Characteristics of Healthy Church (NCD) 
Biotic Principles (The growth forces) 
Base and extension (point of inflection) 
Work with not against, collaborative) 
Priorities:  Death, Trauma, Drama, Routines 
To be the church most people think doesn’t exist 
Coaching Culture (Coming alongside for the purpose of making a disciple) less directive, rainbow 
Better Together (relational not competitive)   

360 United is focused on being a community of faith that is for the community. As part of the Anona United 
Methodist Church Multisite we seek to be the church you didn’t know existed by living out our faith in ways 
that invite individuals into a community where it is safe to “discover and explore faith and life together.” In 
fact, that it is our mission! As we approach this Easter, we have a month filled with powerful opportunities to 
live out our mission!  

We will be wrapping up our message series “SIMPLE” on March 6th, coming to the place where we celebrate 
our commitment to our faith and to Christ’s church by looking at how all aspects of our life are guided by our 
faith. On March 13th, the church is living the building! That’s right...no worship inside the walls! Instead, we 
will take the ideas we have discovered in the SIMPLE series and put them into practice as teams of people 
head out to pack 25,000 meals for the homeless, build a Habitat home and paint/landscape homes/
apartments for a transitional housing facility. We will wrap up the month with powerful worship services on 
Palm Sunday (March 20th) and Easter (March 27th) as we celebrate the risen Christ! We’ll even have a Fam-
ily Easter Festival after worship on Easter that includes a cookout and Easter Egg Hunt for the kids! It’s going 
to be a great month! Hope to see you there! 

March 6: Give All You Can – Scripture:  Mark 12:41-44 

This week we wrap up our “SIMPLE” series with a focus on giving using the story of the widow’s mite. Earn-
ing and saving are important elements to our lives, but stopping there is not enough. Our Christian calling is 
to give and today’s story shows that we all have an ability to do exactly that...even if we are in poverty. This 
week we take an honest look at how and why we give. 

March 13: Spring Into Action and Change the World Event 

No worship at the 360 United site...we’re leaving the building and worshiping with our hearts, hands and feet. 
 25,000 Meals Being Packed for RCS Food Pantry at Seminole Rec Pow Wow 
 Habitat Faith Build 
 Community Service Foundation Painting and Landscaping 
 

March 20: Palm Sunday 

March 27: Easter – Scripture: Acts 10:34-43 (Easter Festival and Egg Hunt Following Worship) 

It’s Easter! In the words of Brian McClaren, Jesus’ resurrection on Easter wasn’t just a rising...it was an upris-
ing! This Sunday we look at Easter from the perspective of The Book of Acts to see the resurrection of Jesus, 
the uprising that began back then and how that uprising continues to this day. 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE, 11:00am in Room 117 (off of Contemporary Worship Center) 
SGX is a time when k-5th grade students can come together in small groups and experience 
God’s word through games, crafts, fun and friendships!   SGX will not be meeting on March 27. 

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The 

weekly message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging 

Characters, and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a con-

sistent environment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  

which helps families to connect what they are taught at church with 

what is happening at home. 

March 2016: HOPE—Believing that something good can come out of something bad. 

Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle 
over the world.” John 16:33b, NIrV  
 

This month in FX and SGX, we’re talking about Hope. We HOPE for things all the time… like 
when you tell someone that you “hope they have a good day”.  Often, if we are  going through 
a hard time we feel like we are wondering around in the dark, just grasping for some sort of 
light to  get us through the dark. It is important for us to remember that even in the dark, God 
is still in control and does not leave us. The hope that God offers can bring light into the dark-
est of circumstances.  Essentially, HOPE is believing that something good can come out of 
something bad.  



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

 The Power of Love:  Seeing and Believing the Best 

In Conscious Discipline®, the Power of Love and the Skill of Positive Intent invites us to see the best in our children 
and to have faith that whatever their current behavior, our child is simply communicating a need.  But how often do we 
see their behavior as button pushing and, in reaction, join them in this upset state?  Conscious Discipline® calls upon us 
to calm and center ourselves first and to respond out of the highest center of our brain.  When we act out of our executive 
state, we are able to provide the input necessary to teach our children the skills they lack. 

During times of fits and fussing, it is difficult to remember that our children are doing their work to grow and mature.  Our 
positive response transforms their resistance into a willingness to learn.  It is in reframing our view of their behavior from 
a negative intent to positive intent and our willingness to see our child from a different perspective, that we provide the 
optimal learning environment for positive growth.  To do this we must take responsibility for our triggers and our behavior 
during times of upset.  We must be willing to see our children differently, seeing them through the lens of our love and 
positive intent.  When we are able to see their behavior as a call for love and the need to learn a new social skill, then we 
can coach, teach and support them as they grow. 

Positive Intent is the most difficult skill because it requires a shift in our perspective.  So, the next time the button pushing 
is going strong, look at your child and remind yourself: How I see him now is how he will grow to see himself for the 
rest of his life.  Then Stop, Take three deep breaths and remind yourself you can handle this.  See the best in the child 
God brought into your life, pause and see his behavior as a call for love; turn the conflict into a teachable moment and 
help him access his executive state.  THEN, assertively tell him what you expect him to do and CELEBRATE his success 
in following through and YOUR success in being the person you want him to become – confident, assertive, empathetic 
and connected.   

We are working on the Power of Love and the Skill of Positive Intent in chapel and the classroom.  Lessons and chap-
el activities are lifting up the values of compassion and generosity through our Community Connection and Mission Out-
reach for March– Pause for PAWS.  Our Anona Child Development Center families and friends will be encouraged to 
collect supplies for our animal friends at the Pinellas County SPCA.  Our children are learning to reach beyond our clas-
ses, our families and the community and to value God’s creatures. 

We invite you to enroll your child in our Gold Seal program.  Call the school office at 593-5437 to schedule a tour and see 
our program in action.  We look forward to partnering with your family and as always…   

We wish you well, 

Sharon and Pam 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In March, we will be teaching our preschool children about the Je-
sus and Zacchaeus, Jesus the Last Passover, Jesus the King, and  
Jesus Dies and Risen to Mary. 

The first stage of  
Family Trek is Discover:  
where children under 5  
learn how to discover  
God for themselves. 



You Belong 
You desire to deepen your relationships and discover your passions. You care about purpose, vision,  

making connections and applying your faith to your everyday life. You have big dreams. 
 

BELONG is a live event bringing women together in arenas across the country. It’s an open invitation for you to 
carve out some intentional time for YOU. It’s where you will go to connect, reboot, and hear from remarkable com-
municators who have experienced God’s love in a profound way. They will help you home in on how to live a full, 

faith-filled, purposeful life. You’ll discover, dream… and have fun in the process. 
 

Fri. Oct 14, 2016 – Sat. Oct 15, 2016 
USF Sun Dome, Tampa, FL 

 
Ticket is good for both days. Friday 7:00pm – 9:30pm and Sat. 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Cost: $105 conference + $15.00 lunch = $120.00 ***DUE BY MARCH 30
th
. 

Contact: Kathy Snead at 727-543-4297 or khuff2@tampabay.rr.com 
 

A group of honest, hilarious friends share stories and insights drawn from their own lives. They’ll invite you to laugh 
and reflect. You’ll find yourself in their stories. You’ll be digging deep and be challenged to live your life in a big way. 

 
The line-up: Patsy Clairmont, Jen Hatmaker, Shauna Niequist, Nichole Nordeman 

 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Spirited Sisters 
Small Group highlight 
 

Spirited Sisters welcomes women of all ages into a safe 
environment for spiritual growth.  Weekly discussion cen-
ters on the sermon and how to apply it to our lives. To 
grow in our hope and faith in Christ Jesus/God through 
the fellowship of the sisters and the loving encouragement 
we offer one another during our time together.  To share 
our lives with one another and in doing so, to share the 
love of God to create an atmosphere of trust, comfort, and 
peace, a place of refreshment from the cynicism of the 
world. To build one another up in faith and love.  
 

Join Spirited Sisters on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 6:30-
8:30pm in the Chapel Library.   
 

Questions, contact Kathy Snead 727-543-4297. 9 

Women’s Bible Study 
Small Group highlight 
 

There are 2 opportunities to join this study— Tues-
days at 7pm or Thursdays at 10am.  At the beginning 
of this study, we repeat our creed: "I believe in God, 
the Father…, in Jesus Christ, the Son…, and in the 
Holy Spirit…" We know the attributes of the Father 
and the forgiveness through the Son, but what do we 
know about the Holy Spirit?  You are welcomed into 
an in-depth study of this very special Gift God prom-
ises to all who believe in him.  Many women enjoy 
this group for it's spiritual guidance and welcoming 
atmosphere.    
 

Leader to Contact: Charmaine Lennox  

 

Questions, email: charmainelennox5@icloud.com  



CALENDAR 



CALENDAR 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your 
schedule whenever possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS: Julia Liedtke (Ross-piano); Mike McFadden (Ross-theory) 

THANKS to Eileen Fynan, church financial secretary and Academy volunteer, for filling in for Merrilee Albright while she 
was in South America during the month of January.  Great job and many thanks, Eileen, and welcome home, Merrilee. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need 
of keyboards at this time.  Thank you.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Thank you to generous donors for your December large gift to the Academy scholarship fund.  
Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians.  We are in particular 
need of an upright piano for a student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real piano.  Tax receipt avail-
able upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Donation” marked in 
the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box (bottom row near 
entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

READING MUSIC  Ornaments in piano playing, such as trills and turns, are executed according to the period of music 
history in which the piece was written.  They are performed differently in baroque and classical works than in works of 
the Romantic period.  For classical works, remember to begin your trill on the upper auxiliary.  The trill should be per-

fectly even, although this may require sacrificing rapidity.  The closing turn must be played easily and without 
haste. 

Hope Changes Everything 

Someone once fearfully admitted to me, “I don’t even dare to hope that it could happen.” Sadness 
filled my chest, until I realized that I could hold the hope for her. So I did. Do you want to know what 
happened? Her hope… happened. It worked. 

People face pain every day. There are so many opportunities for regret. As a Counselor, I hold the 
heartaches of many people. So often I hear their wishes, their 
deepest desires, and love is at the center. Failed relationships, 
trouble with children, trouble with parents, and just plain trouble. 
We don’t always have the skills we need to treat the ones we love in the most lov-
ing manner. Then, on the brink of disaster, they put their hope in counseling. 

For every person who comes through my door, I know there are countless others 
who give up on hope. But, hope changes everything. When there is hope, there is 
a chance. There is a reason that the Bible has over 100 verses about hope in it. It 

is possible to heal a heart, mend a relationship, and live in love again. Here’s how. 

Desire it. Filling your being with thoughts of the positive outcome is also called – Hope. Think about what you hope for 
tirelessly – also called pray without ceasing. Ask for it. Jesus taught us to ask in His name. Seek Truth. When you seek 
from others who know how to do what you want to do, you gain their wisdom. Lastly, take appropriate action.  

Desire, Pray, Hope, Ask, Seek, Act. Hope is your fuel. Hope gives you strength for the journey. Hope brings your desire 

to life. Dare to hope and trust in God. 

I am hoping for your healing, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



ANNUAL CAMPUS 
TOUR AND  

CELEBRATION 

Join us for a road trip to see 
your Children's Home in 
action.  Start the day with 

an exciting program including singing, dancing, skits, and presentations 
by the resident Children, Children's Home Alumni, and Staff.  Then enjoy 
a delicious box lunch; and, hop on one of the many trams to tour the 70 
acre Main Campus.  There will be stops at some of the Resident Homes 
where you can interact with the Children & House Parents. Other stops 
include the Chapel (breathtaking), Gift Shop, and other points of Inter-
est.  Ice Cream & Popcorn along the way.  Block off SATURDAY, APRIL 
9th.  We'll have a bus leaving Anona at 7:30am; and, returning about 
5:30pm.  Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald at 727-
365-2800 or email at dsgerald@hotmail.com 

Change 4 Change—March 13 
The 10

th
 grade small group will be collecting your spare change to support 

a number of mission projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 13 

 

Katherine T. Smith Scholarship 
   

The Katherine T. Smith Scholarship 
was created through the generous 
estate of Ms. Smith for the primary 

purpose of "providing financial support 
and assistance to seminary students 

and candidates for ministry. Traditional 
curriculum students are eligible for 
award of the remaining dollars not 

awarded to seminarians."  While our 
desire is to help every student with the 
cost of their post-secondary education, 

funds are limited.  Regardless of 
whether you receive a scholarship, our 
prayers are with all of our students.   

 
To download a pdf version 

 of the application,  
visit: www.anona.com/ktsmith. 

 
All  applications and forms are due in 

by Noon on Friday, April 1, 2016. 
 

If you have any questions about the 
K.T. Smith Scholarship, email Rev. 

Richard Landon or call his office 727-
595-2581 x243    

HANDS OF HEALING  MEDICAL MISSIONS AND UPCOMING AUCTION 
 

Thanks to the generosity and support of our church family and many other benefactors, the Hands of Healing Mission 
Team (HOH) continue to serve our brethren in Guatemala. On our most recent mission trip this past October, a 25 
member team provided medical, dental and vision services to over 700 indigenous people of Guatemala. We strive to 
ameliorate the health conditions of these people who are in such desperate need.  
 

 Close to 80% of the indigenous people of Guatemala have NO access to health care! 

 Approximately 49% of the children in Guatemala are chronically malnourished (fourth highest in the world)! The rate 
of malnutrition in the indigenous people of Guatemala whom we serve, is close to 80%! 

 The major causes of death are from treatable and communicable diseases such as diarrhea, pneumonia, cholera, 
malnutrition and tuberculosis. 

 

Your generous support allows us to continue providing health, dental and vision services to these needy people.  Our 
upcoming biannual auction yields most the needed funds. Hands of Healing invites all to attend this splendid event on 
April 15, 2016 at the Belleair Country Club, 6PM. This event includes dinner, games, silent and live auction and lots 
of fun! To learn more about this event, you can find us in the Marketplace on select Sundays, details will continue to be 
in weekly church bulletins, or visit our website: to purchase tickets, donate items and/or volunteer to help at the event. 
http://handsofhealing.ejoinme.org/auction.  
 

One of the ways that you can help make a difference in the lives of the indigenous people of Guatemala is by becoming 
an auction sponsor . Sponsorships are an excellent way to promote your business or fulfil your servant heart. Sponsor-
ships range from $500 to $5,000. For further information please contact Cindi Thomas at (727) 480-3627 or email her at 
thomasjtct@hotmail.com. 
 

We are happily accepting donations for the silent and live auctions. Donations may include gift cards, a vacation home 
for a week, boutique gifts and many more possibilities. Please contact Nancy Dowd: tdowd127@aol.com or (727) 254-
4473. Visit Connection Point to obtain a list of suggested items to donate. 
 

Lastly, many helping hands are needed both before the event and the evening of the event. You can sign up online to 
donate your time:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094cada82aa7fa7-committees 
 
This auction fundraiser is vital for the Hands of Healing team to continue the annual medical mission trips to Guatemala. 
We thank you so much for your ongoing and generous support of this event. We look forward to seeing you at the auc-
tion. God bless. 

Mission Expo—April 3 
 

On April 3rd, most of Anona’s 12 mission partners will be set-up in the Fel-
lowship Area to personally introduce their mission to our congregation.  
Please take a moment to visit these tables - to ask questions, hear their 
testimonials, and consider getting involved.  

 

Thank you for being the servant hands and feet, allowing Anona to  be in-
volved in the community and the world! 

http://handsofhealing.ejoinme.org/auction
mailto:thomasjtct@hotmail.com
mailto:tdowd127@aol.com


The Book Club has a change in date, time, and meeting location for March! 
 
We will meet at 6:45 pm in Room 110 on Sunday, March 20th to discuss The Forgotten Seam-
stress by Liz Trenow and published by Sourcebooks, 2014. 
 
She Kept Her Secret for a Lifetime... 
A shy girl with no family, Maria knows she's lucky to have landed in the sewing room of the roy-
al household. Before World War I casts its shadow, she catches the eye of the Prince of Wales, 

a glamorous and intense gentleman. But her life takes a far darker turn, and soon all she has left is a fantastical story 
about her time at Buckingham Palace. 
 
The Book Club will resume the usual fourth Sunday of each month meeting date in April in the Chapel Conference 
Room.  We invite all Anona members and their guests to participate.  For additional information contact Deanna 
Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.   
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays, 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
MARY FELLOWSHIP, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of every month, except 
June, July and August. We have an inspirational devotional and an interesting program presented 
by either one of our members or an invited guest.  We always begin our meetings with refresh-
ments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  We also help “Women on the Way” at St 
Petersburg College. We invite you to our next meeting Thursday, March 10.  Please call Judy 
Crossman at 727-595-6872. 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month, 11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to 
you! Next Meeting is: Saturday, March. 12th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-
2764. 
 
Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers is an Anona small group for which all seasonal residents and all Anona seasonal 
residents are invited!  In January we will have the following events: 

 

March 5 (Saturday)...Meet at Anona UMC near Wesley Hall to carpool to the Hyde Park His-
toric Home Tour in Tampa.  Cost of ticket is $22.50, payable to Ted Pinkerton by February 
28.  Lunch will be at a restaurant in the Hyde Park neighborhood.  Sign up at the Connection 
Point. 
 

March 11...Meet at 11:00 a.m. for Brunch. Cost is $7.00 per person.  The program will be 
"What Do You Like to Do?"  SSR members will share and display their hobbies, talents and 
retirement pursuits.  Sign up at the Connection Point. 
 

April 1...Meet at 11:00 a.m. for our final luncheon at "The Pub", 20025 Gulf Blvd., Indian 
Rocks Beach.  Lunch from the menu. Sign up at the Connection Point. 
 

The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide infor-
mation about Anona, and grow spiritually.  Monthly outings are also planned for some months.   

ACT TWO  

March activities will be published in Sunday  
bulletins or at Connection Point. If you would like to 
know more, please call John Wills (596-5681).         
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Recently members of United Methodist Women traveled to Tampa to visit the Rosa 
Valdez Early Childhood Learning Cen-
ter.  This center and the affiliated Cor-
nerstone Nutrition Center are both sup-
ported by the UMW nationally.  The 
classrooms were bright and cheerfully 
decorated.  The babies and pre-school 

youngsters were delightful to watch.  One class had just been to the li-
brary and were excited to show us their new books.  We were privileged 
to meet with the director of the facility and several staff members who 
explained how the center works, who they serve and what more we might 
be able to contribute.  Learning more about this program reinforced how 
much good UMW does both here in and outside our community. 
  
The election of officers for 2016 was held in February and the officers will 
be installed in March. 
  
The bazaar income was sufficient to cover our missions for 2016.  We 
hope to schedule our 2016 bazaar earlier in the fall to avoid conflicts with 
other events.  Please continue to donate useful items.  Contacts are Joan 
Augustine (223-3631) or Joan Hoffman (391-8985) for details. 

Men!  Are we building our houses (our lives, our relationships, our readiness for eternity) on shifting sand where stormy 
times can wash us away?     

Or are we building our houses (our lives) on a rock to withstand the mighty 
winds and waves of all the things around us?  Matthew 7:24-27.  Or did we stop 
working on the foundations of our being?  If so, do we deserve to eat at the table 
our Lord prepares for us?  2 Thessalonians 3:10  Upcoming UMM retreats and 
other men’s retreats offer opportunities for men of faith to bring us, our friends 
and our sons to richer relationships with our family and the world -- and an eter-
nal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

April 15-17, 2016  Spiritual Life Retreat Florida Conference United Methodist 
Men with Bishop Ken Carter, Pam Carter, and John Riley – for Couples and Sin-
gles – Methodist Life Enrichment Center 4991 Picciola Road Fruitland Park, FL     
Registration www.ummflconf.org or call 850-545-4594.  Retreat music led by the Lighthouse Band of Coral Gables    

Learn more at the UMM Website:  http://ummflconf.org/ 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida 

March 12, 2016 – Iron Sharpens Iron, National Men’s Equipping Conference in Ft Myers on Saturday, March 12 at Faith 
United Methodist Church, 15690 McGregor Blvd, Ft Myers, FL 33908.    http://www.ironsharpensiron.net/conferences/
schedule.html?cid[]=347 

Seminars during this Conference include: 5 Giants to Conquer in Your Youth (ages 13-19), Being Obedient to 
God’s Call (all ages), Dads-Moving from Information to Transformation (adult men), Don’t Retire-Re-fire (men 
55+), Got Your Back (all men), Grandfathering that changes lives, (ages 30-55), Round 12- A Fight worth Going 
the Distance (ages 13-19), Solving the Intimacy Dis-connect (adult men), Stand-Up and Be a Man (men ages 20-
29), Stepping Prepared – Onto the battlefield of Sexual Integrity, Art of Effective Listening, What if Everything 
You thought about Money was wrong, Your Business – a platform for ministry, and more. 

April 23, 2016 - Iron Sharpens Iron, National Men's Equipping Conference in Clearwater, FL. On Saturday, April 23, at 
Abundant Life Ministries 1550 S Belcher Rd Largo FL.  8:30 AM to 4:55 PM 

Many of the sessions occurring at Ft Myers will be part of the Clearwater/Largo 
event.  Details available online using the following link:   
http://www.ironsharpensiron.net/conferences/schedule.html?cid[]=363.   

If you have questions about the 2016 Iron Sharpens Iron, National Men's Equipping Con-
ference, call Chet Klinger at 727-512-2498. 

Learn more about Iron Sharpens Iron coming to Lakeland, FL on May 21 http://
www.ironsharpensiron.net/conferences/schedule.html?cid[]=372 
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Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either: Sunday, May 1st from 4:00-5:30, Wednesday, May 4th at 10:30, Thurs. May 5th from 5:30-7:00 in the 

front office (off the fellowship area).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s disci-

pleship pathway to Worship, Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a 

tour of the campus.  If you are unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at 

your convenience. Our next Membership Sundays are March 13th and May 22nd. For more information, email 

sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us as we journey together! 
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Join Us 

Reintroducing our young adult ministry group...THE HUB! 
 

"The Hub" is a young adult/college ministry!   
The Hub is based out of Anona UMC, but welcomes all people from the ages of 18-28,  
to part take in an awesome time of community, growth, and service with one another.  

 
We meet at the Anona Campus on Sundays at 8pm. Food is provided.  

 
If you have any questions at all (seriously, at all) you can Facebook, Faniel Pradel, the Hub Director,  

or email him: fanielpradel@gmail.com.  
 

Hope to see you soon!  
 

 
The Hub (Anona Young Adult / College Ministry)  

 
 
 
 

Magazine Due Date 
Reminders: 

 

April Magazine due by Friday, March 4 
 May Magazine due by Friday, April 1 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
03/04 Lois Swanson 
03/05 Joan Prudente 
03/07 Marion Salvie 
 Frances Towner 
03/10 Mardy Prentice 
03/12 Ruth Wollter 
03/13  Bonnie Bass 
03/16 Eileen Grabill 
03/18 Ardith Ammeter 
03/20 Mary Eck 
 Charlotte Snider 
03/23 Annetta Dietz 
03/24 Dale Krout, Sr. 
03/27 Sally Gourley 
 June Minard 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
03/03    Tom & Molly Schaaf      32 yrs. 
03/04 Ian & Chris Collinson     49 yrs. 
03/06 Tom & Linda Holliday      59 yrs. 
03/07    Wallace & Barbara Nickse     51 yrs. 
             Mike & Linda Zagorac     47 yrs. 
03/09    Doug & Cindy Hoover         36 yrs. 
        Bill & Nancy Kelsey     31 yrs. 
03/10    Warren & Patti Meier     55 yrs. 
03/15    David Shearer & Bonnie Sullivan  26 yrs.  
03/17 David & Cynthia Tollon      43 yrs. 
03/23    Jim & Jacky Saeger      31 yrs. 
03/24    Tod & Sharon Roop      49 yrs. 
03/25    Jim & Sheila Olliver      38 yrs. 
03/26 Barry & Rema Likeness       39 yrs. 
03/28 Mike & Karen Silvernail       52 yrs. 
03/29    George & Patricia Smith      48 yrs. 
03/30 Dan & Maridel French       44 yrs. 
03/31 Jeff & Lisa Wittman      26 yrs. 
  Brian & Katie Yeates       32 yrs. 
 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 

The Family of Chryse Hallmark.  Chryse joined Anona in 2005. 
 
The Family of Carolyn Craske.  Carolyn joined Anona in 1998. 
 
The Family of Jackie Thomas.  Jackie joined Anona in 2011. 
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New Members 
Ashleigh Glickley 

Bob & Sylvia Walker 
Ron & Gail Taylor 

Larry  Bomar 
Chip Schneider & Trina Carroll-Houk 

Brian Butler 
Hellen Davis 

Bob & Joy Estes 
Cassius & Kristi Peacock (Max and Millie) 

Robin Bakke 
Josh Volz 

Jesse Ward 
Chris Mandakunis 
Jean Nothmann 

Dale & Eileen Tong 
Bill & Winnie McGill 

Baptisms: 
Alanna & Declan Hassinger 

Tanner Kinsey 
Zachary Brenner 

Miles Platt 
Landon McCormick 
Gabriella Cooper 



A STEPHEN MINISTER’S TESTIMONY     

I am truly thankful that God has grown in me a care-givers heart.   A couple of years ago at the retirement party of a 
woman I had known since third grade, she told everyone gathered that I was the one person she knew in school who 
always treated everyone, no matter who they were, with kindness.  That comment was the result of God’s work in me 
over a lifetime.  I am humbled and thankful. 

The biggest impact Stephen Ministry has had on my personal life is my getting more in touch with my own personal 
woundedness.  That, coupled with the affirmation of how much healing God has brought into my own life, has helped 
to broaden my perspective on the reality of the emotional pain my Care Receiver may be experiencing. 

As a Stephen Minister, God has placed me in a ministry of care giving to fulfill his calling on my life in retirement.  He 
uses the brokenness in me to walk with other women at a time of emotional pain and brokenness in their lives.  As a 
Stephen Minister, I am trained to ‘stuff my stuff” as I walk with my Care Receiver, but God provides opportunities for 
me to share how He has healed me through the power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word.   

I don’t need to have answers, but I can listen. My job is to be faith-filled, trustworthy and listen with compassion.  I 
know from personal experience that God alone is the Cure Giver.  My Care Receiver knows it, too.  She recently 
shared:  “I’ve certainly learned something from grief that I wouldn’t have learned any other way.  My husband and I can 
weather anything after walking through this grief.  I empathize more now with my friends who lost children in the past…
I didn’t understand then, but now I do.  The Holy Spirit always has something new to teach us.” 

Why not ask for the hand of a Stephen Minister today? 

—Anonymous 

 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

\ 
 

If you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to 
church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church 
office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational 
Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in 
order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in 
volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, March 3 and 17, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Marks Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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