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Be Joyful always, PrayContinually, give thanks in All circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Give Thanks!   
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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November 1: Mark 10:32-45—Jesus Came to Serve  

We will be kicking off the monthly theme of our family ministry “All hands on deck”.  The scripture for the month is Mat-
thew 5:16: “Let your light shine so others can see it.   Then they will see the good things you do and they will bring glory 
to your Father who is in heaven”.  Jesus came to serve and that’s our purpose as well.  
 

November 8: John 6:1-13, Feeding 5000 

Use what you have to lend a hand.  Whatever you’ve got will be enough in the hands of the Master. 
 

November 15: Sunday of Inspiration 

We will seek the heart of what God is doing in establishing Anona through the generations.  It will be an inspirational 
start to a season of getting our lives together in order to have a life together.  It is also Charge Conference right after 
the last morning service.  
 

November 22: Thanksgiving Sunday 

Thanksgiving Sunday of course will be about thankfulness. We will have a time of prayer and discernment during the 
service asking what you are thankful for.   “Come ye thankful people come, raise the sound of harvest home.”  This is 
the Sunday before Christmas season starts.  It begins the holidays.   
 

November 29: 1st Sunday of Advent 

The first Sunday of Advent I have asked Jeremy to kick off the Christmas Season on the Anona Campus.  I love hear-
ing our younger pastors and Jeremy has been wonderful and inspirational as he explores further his calling to preach.  

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 

To My Anona Family, 

November will start off a very different season for Anona.  We are (and have been for a while) in a very different next 
chapter of the Anona story.  We have enacted steps to be in ministry to all generations inside the body of Anona, and 
outside, to all generations of the non and nominal Christians around us, inviting them into a life of faith.   

We believe that life is better in a faith community.  We believe those trying to raise children on their own are struggling.  
Families try to find their way without the guidance and character development of a good youth group, a good children’s 
ministry, and a good church.  The church family offers guidance and inspiration, friendships, faith, and a moral com-
pass – that without, parents and children can feel lost.   

Times are different.  Now, we have to go to them, where they go to school, with their technology, inside their hopes and 
dreams.  No more are we in an age of Christendom where we can expect parents to want to raise their children with 
faith and spirituality. 

At the same time, Anona leadership has done a phenomenal job in continuing forms of worship and ministry dear to the 
heart of long time and committed Christians.  Traditional worship has never been more inspiring.   Contemporary wor-
ship (now a standard form as well) has never been more uplifting.  We want to be for BOTH the committed Christian 
who wants to be a part of a great Church, and the non-Christian who may not even know what they’re missing. 

We have been doing this on a shoestring.  With bailing wire and duct tape we have begun some of the most cutting 
edge ministry in the United Methodist Church.   

Beginning Thanksgiving Sunday, we will enter a season that will go through Christmas, and into Easter with the hope of 
gathering our hearts and minds around who we are, what we’re about, and therefore where we’re going.  We will spend 
these months working on our commitment first to our own spiritual journey as individuals, then our corporate journey as 
a church family.  We will end during Lent, with a commitment Sunday that should launch us into being able to get be-
hind the vision, mission, and values of our people called Anona. 

Jack 
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Service and Thanksgiving 
 
Leadership is on our minds as we are in the midst of another Presidential campaign.  We constantly see candidates in 
the news and on all sorts of social media, as they rev up their campaigns to take their respective party nominations and 
seek to do battle for the hearts and minds of the American people.  The press releases, the news stories, the campaign 
rhetoric, the soundbites, all short and laser focused to put the good qualities of the candidate before the people and to 
minimize the weakness of the candidate.  Sometimes it seems that each candidate has to shout louder and make caus-
tic remarks about the others so as to tear them down so that they can build themselves up.   
 
Jesus was a different kind of leader.  He set in motion a type of leadership that did not seek to glorify the leader, but to 
empower all to lead as they were gifted and called.  Jesus exemplified the servant leader role, showing his disciples 
when he washed their feet, that the leader/teacher was no greater than the follower/student.  The servant leader; walks 
along with the people, not ahead of people, gives direction to the people, not dictate their every move, encourages and 
supports the people, not criticize or belittle their shortcomings. This leadership style helped the early church explode 
with growth as people were empowered to do ministry and not just support the leader.  It was in stark contrast to the 
leadership style of the world powers of that day. 
 
The church has had its problems with leadership over the millennia.  Too often the servant leader style was forgotten 
as individual desires for more power, influence, and prestige became the way to get control.  The evidence of so many 
denominations, factions, sects, is a constant reminder that leadership is important, and we often follow the secular 
worlds idea of how to lead, rather than follow the way Jesus led. 
 
This month we will explore the theme of service, which is a major theme in both the Old and the New Testament.  How 
are you called to serve others?  How as members of the church are we called to serve people in our world today?  As 
you seek to understand your own perspectives and motives for “lending a hand to help someone else”, you often find 
new meaning in the things you have not noticed before, or taken for granted.  Many times you will find new things to be 
grateful for, and find that some of things you thought were so important now seem small, even petty.  Practice serving 
others this month, and when Thanksgiving comes, I bet you will find more to be thankful for than you ever imagined.   
 
Join us for 1st Saturday Pack a Sack breakfast (held the first Saturday of each month).  St. Mark's breakfast is the best 
in town; the menu includes 2 eggs, 2 pancakes, 2 sausage patties, juice and coffee, all for only $4.00.  Breakfast is 

served from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Come join us with your friends and meet and make new friends.  Proceeds 
support the Pack-A-Sack Program. 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st 
 A time celebrate the saints around us: family and friends who have joined the great cloud of witnesses whom we 

remember this morning. 
 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd 
8:15 and 11:10 Traditional Worship  

Special music by the Sanctuary Choir and Anona Orchestra 
 

Looking Ahead… 
 

ANONA KIDS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2nd 

6:30 PM in the Contemporary Sanctuary 
Presentations by the kids choir, chimes, bells, and dancers! 

 
FANTASIA NOEL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th 
8:15 and 11:10 AM Traditional Sanctuary 

A Christmas Celebration presented by the Sanctuary and Praise Choirs,  
and the Anona Orchestra! 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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The November is the month of Thanksgiving. It gives us a moment to reflect on the past with a view toward appreciating 
what we have...our family, friends, celebrations, homes and church.  

What’s true of us as individuals, is also true of our church. In fact, our entire church (all campuses and ministries) will be 
starting a journey this month of looking backward for inspiration and forward with anticipation as we seek clarity from you 
about how you see the church and what you would like to see from it. In other words, we aren’t just asking what we are 
thankful for now, but what we hope to be thankful for 1, 3, or 5 years from now. Each of your voices matters. I’m looking 
forward to hearing what you love about the church as it is and what you hope it can become in the future.  

360 United Campus Messages for November 

Date: November 1        Title: Mathematics of Faith             Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:5-10 

Sometimes living out our faith in tangible ways requires difficult choices. We may need to leave some of our comfortable 
habits in order to place ourselves in meaningful contact with those outside the Christian community. Sometimes, we 
wrestle with their “differentness.” Suddenly we find ourselves facing the mathematics of faith: to act or not to act...that is 
the equation. 

Date: November 8        Title: Never Be the Same              Scripture: Luke 18:18-27 

Many of us think the phrase “make disciples” means getting people to join the church. That is a sad deception. “Have 
apprentices” and “be an apprentice” is closer to our truth today. You and I are learning from Jesus and from more ma-
ture Christians, and hopefully we’re being transformed as a result. If we are doing it right, there will also be people learn-
ing from us...learning to do what we do. Being a disciple of Jesus isn’t about getting people to join the church, it means 
becoming someone new...someone that will never be the same. 

Date: November 15        Title: 3Gs of Money                    Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

We have choices not only about what we do with our money, but how we feel about our money.  There’s a reason that 
money is called “the root of all evil.” However, you may notice other passages of scripture that lift up its benefits. In other 
words, money can be something that brings us down or lifts us up. The “g” we choose when it comes to our money 
makes all the difference. 

Date: November 22       Title: First Things First                Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 

Anona’s history has been filled with people making a difference...people who learned to put first things first...people who 
had a heart for their faith and their church. This week is a special week where we discuss the future of our church...not 
just the 360 United Campus, but the entire Anona multisite. It’s about being part of something bigger than ourselves. 
Join us today as we think together about our church, what it means to us and what it means to be the church for our 
community in today’s world. 

Date: November 29       Title: Slow Down, Pay Attention    Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 

On your mark, get set, GO! Christmas is almost here!  Are you prepared or preparing? Maybe the better question is, 
“What are you preparing for?” This week we look at the Gospel of Mark. Interestingly, there is no account of the story of 
Jesus’ birth in Mark’s Gospel. There is, however, the voice of one crying in the wilderness encouraging us to prepare for 
something truly special. This week we look at John the Baptist to discover his message to slow down and pay attention. 

The culture at Anona has three tools, all relating to the “I get my life together in order to have a life together in order to 
be in ministry to the needs of the world and collaborate with all the others doing the same.” Or, in short, “I WE THEY 
All”.  The three tools are: 

The brain science of Conscious Discipline and how it takes an awareness of self to an awareness of how we are with 
others so that we may strive for that biblical golden rule. 

The Characteristics of a Healthy Church and how a healthy congregation grows and gives, shares and serves and de-
velops leaders seemingly all by itself as the Spirit of the Living God breaths in life, vision, and direction.  We know that 
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the One True Church” from the ancient creeds. 

And third, the Principles of Life and Growth whereby God has empowered all life no matter what form or location, to 
thrive when we are “Better Together”.  Every ecosystem sings the praise of the creator. 

Beginning in November I will be leading a class on Anona culture that teaches these tools.  It will be online, available 
through DVD, and in the evening in the chapel complex.  If you want to be a leader at Anona, or be more invested in 
your church this is a great way to take the next step. 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE, 11:00am in Room 117 (off of Contemporary Worship Center 
SGX is a time when k-5th grade students can come together in small groups and experience 
God’s word through games, crafts, fun and friendships!  

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The weekly 

message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging Characters, 

and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a consistent environ-

ment where leaders, parents and kids are learning  which helps families to 

connect what they are taught at church with what is happening at home. 

November Mission:                                            

 OPERATION SWEET DREAMS 
 

We are partnering with the Missions Team  

as they collect the following items to help provide      

bedding supplies for the United Methodist Children's 

Home.  Please help us to collect the  following : 
 

1. NEW (in Package) TWIN Fitted & Flat sheet sets. 
2. NEW (In Package) Pillow Cases 
3. NEW (Tags on) Stuffed Animals. 
 

Collection bins will be set up to collect these items  
during the month of November. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 3
rd

 
GRADE STUDENTS WHO 

COMPLETED 
LEARNING TO USE MY BIBLE -

-TREASURE QUEST! 

Leif Doehleman Shelby Lawson 

Brian Gregoire Jordan Pope 

Elyssa Flock Vincent Rancel 

Emma Hubbard Addison Wadsworth 

Onamae Wuenn 

NOVEMBER 2015: Service — lending a hand to help someone else.            

Memory Verse: “Let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you 
do. And they will bring glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16, NIrV 
 

This month in FX and SGX, our lessons will focus on helping kids to understand that SERVICE is 
not just what people do for us.  We will be encouraging them to see what we need to be doing for 
the people around us and how great it feels to help someone who needs it! 



Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Encouragement Builds Unity 

Anona Child Development Center is continuing our year of building our School Family® through the powers and skills of 
Conscious Discipline® and connecting with our church and community families through service projects.  Last month we 
collected food for the RCS Food Pantry and the Scary to be Hungry food drive.  Children brought food that represented 
their family culture.  For November, our program will support the Florida Children’s Home by helping provide Sweet 
Dreams for children.  Our families will bring new pillow cases, stuffed animals and comfy blankets for Christmas.  Chil-
dren giving to children. 

The month of November chapel events will focus on the Conscious Discipline® Power of Unity and the Skill of Encour-
agement.  This focuses the School Family® on connection, a process necessary to direct information flow to the brain 
and build neural connections.  “Our social brain develops through our relationships.  Building human connections equals 
building neural connections.”  (Bailey)  The Power of Unity invites us to realize we are all in this together and our School 
Family® functions best through the connections we build with each other.  Through this connected Unity, we extend En-
couragement and develop compassionate School Families®.  The skill of Encouragement is the motivation for each per-
son, child and adult coach, to bring the best of themselves to each interaction and in so doing, value all who are a part of 
their team. 

As we focus on developing the connected family and extending this connection to those out-
side of the walls of our school, children are learning that they are part of something bigger 
than themselves.  They are learning that their voice and actions have power and how to use 
this confidence to make a positive difference in their own lives, the lives of their families and 
their community.  Our children are learning the lessons of compassion, giving and extending 
love to others.  These are important lessons for young minds to learn. 

Won’t you join our team?  We would welcome you as part of our family; as a student family 
or a volunteer.  Call Sandy or Marion in the school office and they` will be able to show you 
how to become part of this dynamic team.  We look forward to seeing you around the halls of 
our school and as always…  

We wish you well, 

Pam and Sharon 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In November, we begin following the Orange curriculum that is 
also being used in FX and SGX but tailored to preschool ages. 

 
Parents Morning Out, for walking toddlers:  
**Register Now, there are only 3 spots open!!** 
 Children enjoy indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts, and stories. 
 PreRegister to Kandace@anona.com.if your child is a walking 1 

year old and under 2 years old as of 9/1/15. Cost is $15/week 
 Classroom A: Wednesdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM 
      Our 3 guiding principles are: God Made Them, God Loves Them,      
      and Jesus is Their Friend! 

The first stage of Family Trek is Dis-
cover: where children under 5 learn 
how to discover God for themselves. 



 

Are We Really Different? 

Working with the homeless- do you shy away from the thought? 
Did you ever think that the homeless are just as apprehensive 
about us and why we're there to help?  It’s a modern day tale of 
spiritual victory, true love, lasting friendship (not catch and re-
lease), and much more.  Plainly.  Beautifully.  Honestly.   

The book "Same Kind of Different as 
Me" handles the subject from both 
sides.  Join the 4 week class to see 
what homelessness is all about.  It is 
sure to open your eyes  to a whole 
new world in a beautiful way.  Class 
will be taught by Jim & Bonnie Parr, 
whom you may contact for more in-
formation: 727-698-6773 or 
spotsparr@aol.com 

 

Register now at Connection Point.  

 

Class meets for 4 weeks 

November 9, 16, 23 and 30 

Monday evenings 

6:30 to 8:00pm 

In Chapel Library 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Advent Study –  Advent begins Sunday, November 29th 
 
The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the re-
turn of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than simply mark-
ing a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of 
God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. 
  
This year’s Advent Study is The Journey. It’s a story you know by heart, but The Journey 
combines historical information and archaeology with Adam Hamilton’s thoughtful, con-
versational teaching style to give you a new perspective on the story of Mary and Jo-
seph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  Class sessions include DVD segments 
filmed on location in the Holy Land 
 
“If you think you know the story of Jesus’ birth, think again! This wonderful book sets us 
on a journey to the times and characters of Christmas so that we experience the birth of 
Christ in our lives in a new way.”  
 
Classes start the end of November.  Days and times were not available for this publication deadline but will be an-
nounced at Connection Point and online as soon as they are complete.  

 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

Small Group highlight 
 
There are 2 opportunities to join this study— 
Tuesdays at 7pm or Thursdays at 10am.  At 
the beginning of this study, we repeat our 
creed: "I believe in God, the Father…, in Jesus 
Christ, the Son…, and in the Holy Spirit…" We 
know the attributes of the Father and the for-
giveness through the Son, but what do we 
know about the Holy Spirit?  You are welcomed 
into an in-depth study of this very special Gift 
God promises to all who believe in him.  Many 
women enjoy this group for it's spiritual guid-
ance and welcoming atmosphere.    
 
Leader to Contact: Charmaine Lennox  

 
Questions, email:  
charmainelennox5@icloud.com  

Do you sometimes feel that you should be  
doing more to feed your spiritual side?   

 

You can find more classes and information 
online: anona.com/adultgroups or visit us at 
Connection Point on any Sunday morning. 



CALENDAR 



CALENDAR 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students are welcome.  We will work with your sched-
ule whenever possible. 
  
UPDATE ON SANDY’S SCHEDULE:  I will finish with chemo at the end of Oct. and my doctor says I need the month of 
Nov. to recuperate.  God willing, I will return to teaching on Monday, Nov. 30.  Thank you all for your  cards, gifts and 
especially your powerful prayers.  I can’t wait to get back to normal! 
  
DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need of key-
boards at this time.  Thank you.  
  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next 
generation of Christian musicians.  We are in particular need of an upright piano for a 
student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real piano.  Tax receipt avail-
able upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with 
“Academy Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate 
or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  
Thank you!!  
  
REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without 
payment, unless in case of emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are 
noted in your calendar. 
   
MUSIC HISTORY:  You need to memorize the 4 main periods of music history – Baroque 
(Bach, Handel, etc.), Classical (Mozart, Hayden, etc.), Romantic (Wagner, Chopin, De-

bussy, etc.), and Modern (Schoenberg, etc.)   When you hear a piece of classical 
music, try to identify which period it comes from. 

Let Your Light Shine 
 

Darkness is merely the absence of light. The opposite of inspired is discouraged. The definition of per-
spective is, “a particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; a point of view.” In a world 
where we sometimes feel we have such little control over things, are you aware that you have com-
plete control over all three of these aspects of your life? 

1) Seeing light rather than darkness 

2) Feeling inspired instead of discouraged, and 

3) Your point of view choosing positive over negative 
 

We all go through dark times in our lives, but Jesus never leaves us. Jesus shows 
up through friends, family, church friends, an unexpected friendly smile. We simp-
ly have to use our perspective to see the gifts other people bring into lives as the 
light of God. 
 

How we choose to think about our day sets the tone for how we live our lives. 
Sure, we have difficulties in life, and sometimes the burdens are heavy, but giving 

in to discouragement only make the load unmanageable to bear. Our difficulties are messages. They are opportunities 
for growth, and inspiration can be found all around you. 
When you can use your point of view and find the positive, when you can find inspiration to carry you, darkness cannot 
envelope you. Rather, light will guide your way, and others will learn from you. 
 

I offer these words of inspiration, knowing that only some will understand me. These last lines are for you if you are lost 
reading this article. Your light can be found through this church, through the pastors, through the Stephen Ministry, or 
through our Counseling Center. Seek us. We are here for you. 

In Illumination, 

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



Thank you Anona for your generosity during our First Aid collection drive during September 2015. On September 
30th, we delivered over 400 first aid items to Homeless Empowerment Program (HEP), a mission partner in Clearwa-
ter, FL, serving homeless individuals and families. Special recognition to Anona 360 for packing a complete first aid kit 
for all 18 families living at HEP. After these kits were packed, we were still able to donate hundreds of individual items, 
ranging from over-the-counter medications, band-aids, hydrogen peroxide, and other miscellaneous items. And, kudos 
to the 10th Grace Youth, who donated funds from Change for Change to insure that every family at HEP has at least 
one additional lice kit for their household.  
 
The generosity did not stop there. Anona also hundreds of toothbrushes, dozens of tubes of toothpaste and other oral 
care items, hundreds of small soaps and hygiene items, and multiple boxes of medical supplies for our Hands of Heal-
ing (HOH) medical mission to Guatemala. These items were delivered to the HOH team on October 2nd in prepara-
tions for their departure. Safe travels and we hope that these supplies will enhance the mission by further providing to 
those in need.    

Change 4 Change—November 8 
 

The 10
th
 grade small group  

will be collecting your  spare change  
to support a number of mission projects  

in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 
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Habitat for Humanity 
 
 

 
 

We will have a bus leaving Anona at 
7:30 am, returning by 3:00 pm 

(actual build is 8:00 am - 2:30 pm), 
on Saturday, November 14.  
No construction experience  

required. There are jobs for every skill. 
 

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Ger-
ald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

 
Congratulations - Anona received Habitat Pinellas's 

Faith Partner Award for 2015  

SWEET DREAMS COLLECTION MISSIONS PROJECT 
 
This month we are asking our church family to partnering with the Mis-
sions Teams to help supply Sweet Dreams for the Florida United Meth-
odist Children's Home (FUMCH).   
 
We will be COLLECTING NEW TWIN SHEET SETS (plain, 150+ thread 
count), COMFORTERS, PILLOWS, PILLOWCASES, AND NEW TEDDY 
BEARS for the children living at FUMCH.   
 
Collections will be received throughout the month of November; and, on 
5th Sunday (11/29), the Missions Team will be delivering all of the Sweet 
Dreams offerings.  Please help us in providing a good night's sleep to 
our Kids at FUMCH who need our help.  There will be collection bins 
located outside of the worship services.   
 
For more information contact Susan Serra, susansserra@gmail.com or 
Dave Gerald, dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

C4C has donated  
 $360 to UMW for migrant worker ditty bags 
 $215 to HOH for stickers and cross necklaces to give out on the mission trip 
 $360 to HEP (18 lice kits for HEP families) 
 $1,100 to purchase chairs for a classroom of children with learning disabilities, 

ADHD, etc. 
 $1,000 to HOH for stoves and filters going to homes in Guatemala. 
 And are looking to donate to blood water (clean water wells in Africa).  

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 
 
The Anona will meet on Sunday, November 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel conference room to 
discuss In The Woods by Tana French, and published in 2008 by Penguin Group. 
 
As dusk approaches a small Dublin suburb in the summer of 1984, mothers begin to call their chil-
dren home. But on this warm evening, three children do not return from the dark and silent woods. 

When the police arrive, they find only one of the children gripping a tree trunk in terror, wearing blood-filled sneakers, 
and unable to recall a single detail of the previous hours. Twenty years later, the found boy, Rob Ryan, is a detective 
on the Dublin Murder Squad and keeps his past a secret. But when a twelve-year-old girl is found murdered in the 
same woods, he and Detective Cassie Maddox—his partner and closest friend—find themselves investigating a case 
chillingly similar to the previous unsolved mystery. 
 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room and invites all 
Anona members and their guests to participate.  

 
For additional information contact Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.   
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays, 9:30am in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to 
Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support 
group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo complex 
(Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, Nov. 14th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group lead-
er, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers  
is an Anona small group for seasonal residents and all Anona seasonal residents 
are invited!! 
 

On November 20 at 11:00am in Wesley Hall, join together for lunch and a program 
on "Crime Prevention for Seniors" provided by Rayshall Poinsette, Sr. Services Officer, Pinellas County.  Lunch is pot-
luck with meat and beverage provided.  Bring table service and a dish to share.   
 

The group strives to help seasonal residents get acquainted with each other, provide information about Anona, and 
grow spiritually.  Monthly outings are also planned for some months.  Please sign up at Connection Point before 
Wednesday preceding the scheduled event. 

ACT TWO goes on “a walk”.  Meet at the church to car pool 
and then driving from Largo to Tampa on Saturday, November 
14th, 9:30 am. To make your interest in participating known, 
please call John or Joan Wills (a host for this event is needed) 
to get additional information. 596-5681 

Your walking tour includes a walk down “La Septima Avenida” (Seventh Avenue). Seventh Av-
enue is not just a street but the heart of a special community, and has been designated as one 
of the APA’s Great Streets in America for its history and character. On the tour . . . 

Experience a visa-free visit to the only Cuban-owned land in America.  Learn how the orders 
for the Cuban uprising against Spain were smuggled from Ybor City to Havana.  Learn about 

the game of Bolita and the fascinating history of how organized crime controlled Tampa for decades.   

The tour was originated by Lonnie Herman, a Tampa resident for over three decades. Today, all tours are conduct-
ed by a knowledgeable and entertaining guide, well-versed in all aspects of Ybor City history. Tours start from the 
Vicente Martinez-Ybor statue at Centro Ybor on Seventh Avenue. 
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Make sure you check out our Nov 13th/14th Fall Bazaar! 
 
The Spaghetti Dinner on Nov 13th, 5-8:30pm will kick off the start of the Fall Bazaar!  Spa-
ghetti dinner tickets for sale in marketplace Nov 1st, 9am-12:30pm.  Ticket prices are $8 for 
adults and $3 for children.  We are lucky to have the United Methodist Men preparing the 
dinner!  You will be able to browse the bazaar after the dinner. 
  

Fall Bazaar will also be open to all on Saturday, November 14th, 8:30am-2:00pm.   
 
You can still donate items to be sold at the bazaar through Nov 3rd: household goods, collectibles, books, games, toys, 
puzzles, Christmas items, furniture, and jewelry. No electronics (tvs, computers, etc.) will be accepted. Please do not 
leave items at the church. Items are being stored at Public Storage, 13750 Walsingham Road  (next to Burger King). 
This is a gated facility, so you will need to call Joan Augustine (391-9680) or Joan Hoffman (391-8985) for information 
and to schedule drop-off of donations. You will be granted access at the time you schedule. Jewelry should not go in 
with other items. Call Karen Creamer (595-3622) to make a jewelry donation.  
 
We welcome volunteers to come help set up for the bazaar on Wednesday, November 11th.  If are interested in helping, 
please contact Joan Hoffman (391-8985).  And yes, we do presales if you wish. 
 
Our 1st District meeting was Oct 17th in Homosassa  It was a great meeting, enjoyed by all.  Now, we will have our 
Christmas luncheon to look forward to on December 4th. 

A Case Study of Service That Can Come With a Price 

Service to others can be beautiful and rewarding and it can be frustrating and annoying.  Which is why it takes special 
and compassionate people to serve others.  And dedicated people to serve God. 

In a most recent situation, a Fresh Start mentor from Anona had a client who at first did not have much to hope for.  He 
was homeless, living in a one-person tent at Pinellas Hope.  No air conditioning.  No furniture.  Lots of rules.  Limited 
access to bathing and showering.  Living among thieves who would steal what little he had, even a pair of shoes.  At the 
time the mentor started working with him, the client's father in another country would not talk to him.  This was a prodigal 
situation. 

While working in the Fresh Start program, the probationer developed hopes and dreams and goals for getting off proba-
tion, paying off all of his fines, getting out of his homeless situation, and getting a steady job.  He and his mentor talked 
about faith, Jesus, the prodigal son, and the hope of things to come.  Fresh Start mentors help these people work to-
ward achieving their goals. 

Satan is always lingering in the shadows ready to take a recovering soul back down whenever the opportunity strikes.  
Fresh Start mentors are there to help ward off the devil.  To be a voice of comfort, hope, and strength. 

This probationer successfully completed Fresh Start's 90-day mentoring period.  He and his dad were communicating 
with each other.  He looked forward to every meeting.  He graduated the program and was near the end of his proba-
tion.  But somehow, Satan intervened. 

Fresh Start found out US Immigrations arrested him and took him to Miami.  No one knows his current situation. 

Being a mentor serving others has its joys and victories and its challenges and disappointments.  It takes a lot praying 
and trust in God that all will work out with this soul caught up in our justice system.  The mentor gave this client a New 
Testament/Psalms Bible and the book Man Alive by the Man-in-the Mirror organization.  Here is hoping and praying 
these tools will help him wherever he is and all Fresh Start's mentors to be equipped with the power of the Holy Spirit 
and Fresh Start's training and leadership to help turn around more lives caught up in our justice system. 
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Anona Women…MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 
MARY FELLOWSHIP will one of Anona's small groups, will meet on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 
12th at 1:00 pm. Each month we have interesting programs presented by a member or special 
guest.  It's always a fun and interesting time of shared Christian fellowship.  For meeting locations 
and details, call Betty Scrimshaw at 727-595-5776 or Sandy Hammock at 727-595-7976. 



Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either Thurs. Oct. 29th from 5:30-7:00 OR Sun. Nov. 1st from 4:00-5:30 in the front office (off the fellowship ar-

ea).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, 

Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you are 

unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at your convenience. Our next 

Membership Sunday is November 15th. For more information, email sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us 

as we journey together! 
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Join Us 

November is a big month, actually a big weekend!   
 
Anona Outdoor Adventure Ministry is new and has their first adventure of a hike and BBQ on November 14 at Hills-
borough River State Park.  We will meeting at shelter: #10 and start with a hike at 10:00am.  If you want to come ear-
ly, there is more to do than just hiking: fishing, volleyball, open area for games, bird watching, resting in your favorite 
easy chair.  Or for an addition cost you can rent a canoe, a bike, or admission for the swimming pool. 

Should you choose to go on the hiking adventure there are two trails: a 3.2 mile hike through the woods (moderate) 
or a 1.2 mile hike on the river (easy).   

Lunch will be provided at 1pm and includes a barbecue wild hog or hotdogs for those that don’t want hog. 

This is a ministry for bringing families, couples, singles and youth together in the great outdoors. All minors will need 
to be accompanied by an adult please. 

Location: Hillsborough River State Park, 15402 US 301 North, Thonotosassa Florida. 813-987-6771 (1 hour drive 
from Largo).  Park hours: 8am to sunset.  Admission to park is $6 per car (up to 8 persons) or $4 for single person 

Please RSVP to Chris King at cpking86@gmail.com by November 7th or call 727-410-1174 for more information. 

 
 

Annual Charge Conference, November 15th! 
 

We are having our annual Charge Conference  
on Sunday, November 15, (following Anona’s last worship service)  

at approximately 12:30pm.   
All are welcome to attend as it will be held at Anona  

in our Traditional Sanctuary.   
You will learn the state of the church along with our  

membership standings, reports from Finance and more.   



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
11/02 Tom Blandford 
11/03 Edna Falck 
11/04 Joyce Dittmar 
 Doris King 
 James Wolff III 
11/06 Olive Bagot 
 Anne Johnson 
11/07 Bill Schwab 
 Joyce Wessel 
11/09 JoAnn Kline 
11/13 Ruth Stone 
11/14 Gerry Rasted 
11/15    Cardin Hesselton 
11/16 Marion Gullick 
 Dan Hyden 
11/17 Tom Rosser 
11/18 Jackie Freeman 
 Rowe Hudson 
 Ian Lennox 
11/21 Ken Meldrim, Jr. 
11/22 Martha Ayers 
 Jean Weisgerber 
11/24 Jane Doyle 
 Ethel Lehmann 
11/25 Mary Workman 
11/26 Harriet Matwiejczk 
 Mary Whitmore 
11/27 Fred Frazer 

 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
11/02 Art & Carol Hansuld   52 yrs. 
11/03 Richard & Margaret Prescott  53 yrs. 
11/04 Frank & Kathie Oldis   54 yrs. 
11/07 Kenneth & June Braids    51 yrs. 
  Don & Jan Doll   34 yrs. 
11/08 Chuck & Linda Dittus   35 yrs. 
11/10 Bill & Nina Frappier   25 yrs. 
  Tom & Lori Seery   31 yrs. 
11/11 Jim & Pat Johnson   37 yrs. 
  Bill & Sandy Norris   31 yrs. 
11/13 Joel & Kusum Christie   57 yrs. 
11/14 Christopher & Teresa King   29 yrs. 
11/15 Howard & Ardith Ammeter    69 yrs. 
11/16 Bud & Lola DesRochers    45 yrs. 
11/17 James & Cindy Gross     42 yrs. 
  Don & Shirley Hand   26 yrs. 
11/19 Steve Cottrell & Angela Gibson  27 yrs. 
11/21 Tom & Stephanie Brobeil   25 yrs. 
  James & Jeanette Koslowski   32 yrs. 
11/22 Dan & Susan Herman   34 yrs. 
  Bud & Barbara Essig   63 yrs. 
11/25 Bruce & Ruth Anderson   45 yrs. 
  Jim & Diane O’Neill   26 yrs. 
11/26 Bill & Jann Gullick   27 yrs. 
11/29 Bill & Sandy Drugash   35 yrs. 
  George & Jean Matz   41 yrs. 
  Barry & Nancy Ritz   29 yrs. 
11/30 Charles & Carolyn Carr     52 yrs. 
 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
 
Pat Juds and family on the death of Stanley.  Stan joined in 1975. 
 
The family of Dan Danforth on his death.  Dan joined in 2010.  
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New Members 
Carol Carlson 
Susan Herper 

John & Martha Roush 
Lyann Fritzler 

Pat Gupta 
Peter & Lori Hassinger (Declan, Alanna) 

Bill & Jan Kniesly 
Trisha McCarthy (Megan) & Joe Tripp Private 

Janet Bergin 
Bob Brown 

Herb & Mary Leslie 
Bob & Shawn Seward 

Victor and Carol Franco Private 
Jake and Lisa Moran Private 

Marianne Segal - Simply Worship 

Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



I am an original Anona United Methodist Stephen Minister! 

I was in the first class of Stephen Ministers in 2004. Each of us knew that we wanted to be a help to others, but few of 
us felt we were equipped with the experience and training to do what Jesus was calling us to do.  At the time, in re-
sponse to a request by Rev. John Hires, I was caring for and visiting three or four shut-ins, some in their homes and 
some in nursing homes. When I learned about Stephen Ministry, I thought this may be a way to learn more skills to 
enhance my ministry. 

I remember so well the hesitancy and apprehension I saw on each face as we first seven Ministers began our class 
together. Then as we realized who we would be ministering to, we saw these people were experiencing life struggles 
many of us had had or were encountering ourselves. Each of us could be a partner to help walk the path with them. 

I began to see my visits as times not only to offer conversation, for which so many have little op-
portunity, but also to offer Spiritual comfort through Scripture and prayer.  We still looked at pic-
tures and reminisced,  but now I shared my story of God,too, and more frequently invited them to 
share the goodness of God in nature and life. It became easier for us to talk about Jesus, His 
identity with God, His death, resurrection and our eternal life. 

One important piece of information that I learned was that we can not solve the Care Receiver’s 
problem.  God was in charge of that.   Often when I heard the Care Receiver’s questions and her 
pleas to heal, I would hear a silent voice telling me what my Care Receiver could do to lead to-
ward that healing. 

I have been actively serving in Stephen Ministry for 11 years giving care to many. 

THEN CAME A TIME I DESPERATELY NEEDED A STEPHEN MINISTER! 

Ellen Miller 

 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

\ 
 

If you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to come to 
church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the church 
office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congregational 
Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times daily in 
order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are interested in 
volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, November 5 and 19, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 

Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Are your weekdays hectic and busy, lacking time to be still and talk with God in quiet reflection time?  Are you look-
ing for something a little “extra” on Sunday morning that gives you time to reflect on God’s Word and the message 
of the day?  Are you looking for an opportunity to share in discussion with others beyond “Good morning” in a small 
group, casual setting?  Are you interested in worship and community in a small group setting in a quiet, prayerful 
chapel environment?    
 
If you find yourself needing time to restore, refresh and connect check out Simply Worship at 11:00 every Sunday 
in the historic Anona chapel.   
 
Time to connect with other people in conversation, sharing stories and experiences about spiritual growth.  The 
format is 30 minutes of quiet, casual worship with prayer and meditation time, followed by 30 minutes of fellowship 
and community time.  It's a chance to Worship AND Grow all in the same hour on Sunday morning.  Come as you 
are!  It's a great addition to your Sunday morning experience!   


