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October 4: 1 Timothy 1:12-17—Paul shares his story with Timothy  

God wants to use your story to make a difference.  You will notice that Paul didn’t clean it up.  He didn’t make himself 
look good or be the hero.   He confessed that he wasn’t good, and even called himself the “chief of sinners”.  Paul was 
sharing with a young man his mistakes and faults and what God had done for him.  Your story can do that too.  

My prayer for you this Sunday is that God would use your story to inspire, or comfort, or teach, or encourage another 
person.  May God put you in the path of another who’s life chapter could use your wisdom from your mistakes and vic-
tories.  

October 11: 1 Timothy 4:14—Knowing Our Gifts 

Paul teaches Timothy not to neglect the gifts that are in him.  Our strengths are a blessing to us in order for us to be a 
blessing.  The gifted parts of us are a gift both to ourselves and to the world and meant to save both.  On the other 
hand, our worst parts, our most hurtful places are often the dark side of our gifts; our strengths out of control.  The more 
we follow Paul’s teaching in “devoting ourselves to pay close attention to ourselves” the more we can be helpful and not 
hurtful. 

My prayer for you this Sunday is that you would not neglect the gift you are and the gifts you have.  I pray that you will 
pay attention and honor what God has made in you.  Your body, your mind, your spirit, your strengths and weaknesses 
need your attention.   

October 18: 1 Nehemiah 1:1-11 / Ephesians 2:10—Who We Are (Cory Osborne delivering sermon) 

The story of Nehemiah gives us insight into who God says we are and each of our callings as part of God’s big story. 
Nehemiah saw a need and stepped up to the challenge while trusting God the whole time.  Who are you?  What breaks 
your heart?  And, what are you going to do about it?  Paul, in Ephesians, tells us that we are God’s masterpiece and 
that through God we are equipped and empowered to do something about the thing that breaks our heart.   

“I am the vine, you are the branches”.  Apart from the Body of Christ we wither.  I pray for you this Sunday that you be-
long.  If you don’t yet belong to Anona, decide I pray to belong.  It will be a blessing to you and a blessing to God’s holy 
church.  

October 25: Matthew 6:10—God’s Stuff (Jac’line Weisgerber delivering sermon) 

After years of pondering over the words from Matthew 6:10, "Thy will be done on earth", I have come to some new 
ways to think of those words to make them real and current for us.  Do you think that God wrote a will and if so what 
does it state?  Many times it is actually revealed in both the Old and New Testament scriptures.  Using Jeremiah, Mat-
thew, Luke, and Ephesians, let's look anew and imagine being in the "Will that God Wrote".  

I pray this Sunday that you do not put off making a difference with your life.  We miss so much by waiting till the 
time is right rather than just starting.  

 

Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

 
 Individuality 

The October life application for our family ministries team is “Discovering who you are meant to be so you can make a 
difference”.  We will be exploring Paul’s writings especially to Timothy in developing his focus, or to use the faith term, 
his calling. 

The differences in all of us are beautiful to God, and if we see with Godly eyes, we will see one another as beautiful 
too.  The scripture for the month is Paul’s admonition to Timothy, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 
young.  Set an example for the believers in what you say and how you say it”. (1 Timothy 4:12) 

Today we could say, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because _________”.  Set an example. 

We even look down on ourselves because we are not healthy, or not rich, or old, or retired, or didn’t finish school like 
we’d hoped, or a thousand other reasons. 

Our individuality can be used of God “Just Like I Am” as the song says.  In fact we are called to make a difference that 
we are made and groomed for.  God equips those whom God calls. 

The scripture each week will emphasize your story, your gifts, your working with others, and starting right now.  Here’s 
how that looks: 

Jack 
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Check out these exciting things happening on the St. Marks Campus 
this month: 
 
St. Mark's Breakfast Resumes: 
Beginning October 3rd St. Mark's will resume serving its Saturday morning breakfast.  The breakfast will be held the 
first Saturday of each month.  St. Mark's breakfast is the best in town; the menu includes 2 eggs, 2 pancakes, 2 sau-
sage patties, juice and coffee, all for only $4.00.  Breakfast is served from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Come join us with 
your friends and meet and make new friends.  Proceeds support the Pack-A-Sack Program. 
 
Thrift Store Yard Sale: 
St. Mark's Thrift Store has run out of room, making it necessary to have a yard sale.  The sale will be held at the St. 
Mark's Thrift Store on October 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Sales will be both inside and outside the store with 
bargains galore.  Many clothes will be priced at $1.00 per bag (you fill the bag).  Besides a great selection of both la-
dies and men's clothing there are kitchen items, bedding, curtains, even tools for the guys.  Come see what you just 
cannot live without. 

Anona Orchestra is back in season, and we’re looking for YOU!  Our awesome group 
starts back weekly rehearsals on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6th from 7-8:30 PM, and per-
forms seasonally for our traditional worship services. So dust off that old brass, wood-
wind, or string instrument you have lying around at home, and join us on Tuesday nights!  
 

Contact Jeremy for more information: jeremy@anona.com 
 
 

SIMPLY WORSHIP 
For the month of October Simply Worship will be in prayers for our global community.  
On the first Sunday of October, this worship service will recognize World Communion 
Sunday and All Saints Day.  Add a little something different to your Sunday morning ex-
perience with quiet prayer time followed by community conversation.   
 

Simply Worship is held every Sunday at 11:00 in the beautiful, historic Anona chapel.  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Marks Pastor 
St. Marks: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

WE WANT YOU…to join the Anona Orchestra! 

mailto:jeremy@anona.com


 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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The October will be a fun month with a great line-up of events for families. Join us at one or all of these upcom-
ing events: 
October   4 – Pastor Eulalio Sanchez from our sister church in Cuba will be with us in worship 
October 17 – Pinellas Comic and Maker Con @ St. Petersburg College 
October 23 – Field of Screams (Seminole Rec Center) from 6:00 – 9:00 
October 25 – Pack a Sack Mission after worship @ 10:30 
October 31 – Family Ministry Movie Day: Goosebumps @ Largo Mall – Time TBD 

 
All Pro Dad/iMom 

 October 5 iMom @ Seminole Elementary 7:30 a.m. 

 October 9 All Pro Dad @ Ridgecrest Elementary 7:30 a.m. 

 October 12 All Pro Dad @ Seminole Elementary 7:30 a.m. 

 October 14 All Pro Dad @ Bauder Elementary 7:40 a.m. 
 

October Teaching Series: The Blessed Life      
Date: October 4    Title: On Mission  Scripture: Mark 1:16-20 
Since the earliest stories of the Judeo-Christian tradition, God's people have been both a called people and a sent peo-
ple.  We are called into a relationship with God that upsets our normal ways of life.  The sent side of God's calling for 
each one of us means we might, and more likely will, experience a disruption to the safe, comfortable, stable, and con-
trolled life we might choose to live.  Are we on mission? Are we ready for the missional life? 
Date: October 11   Title: In the Flesh   Scripture: John 1:14 
God loves us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live in the flesh. He came to teach and provide an example for us 
in how God desires we live with, and among each other. The word “incarnation” means, "to take on flesh."  If missional 
means "to go”; incarnational describes how we are to go; and what people see, as we go.  It encompasses our motives, 
heart, posture and tone.  How we live in the flesh is critical, because it will eventually determine whether or not people 
will want to know you or our God.  
Date: October 19   Title: Fulfilled     Scripture: Luke 4:14-22 
“Gospel.” Such a churchy word. The definition of the word gospel is, simply, “good news.” However, this isn’t just any 
good news, its God’s good news...and that changes the good news into news that promises hope and healing. In fact, 
the Gospel that Jesus talked about was so big that he had to give people many different teachings and practical exam-
ples to help explain it.  His Gospel was about something so new and so good that it could change everything about a 
person, their community and their world. 
Date: October 25   Title: Our Common Bond   Scripture: 1 Peter 4:8-11  
Community. Inclusion. Unity. Tolerance. Uniformity. There are many words to describe how we are supposed to live to-
gether as followers of Christ. Ways of living with those like us and those different from us. Some of these words are 
good, some not. Living the blessed life involves discovering our common bond.  

Often when I am out and about I meet people who have 
heard of Anona, but never been.  That happened this 
morning.  I was talking to a person while getting a haircut.  
They heard that Anona was “not that kind of church”.  I 
am always interested in who people think we are, so I 
asked what that meant. 

What followed made me look forward to writing this article.  He said he had heard that we didn’t put people down.  We 
didn’t judge or condemn people who were different.  People could go here if they were divorced, or hadn’t been to 
church in a long time (or ever).  People went here who weren’t perfect, and you didn’t have to be perfect to come here. 

He asked me if I would do his funeral.  I immediately got serious and asked if he was dying.  He said eventually, but he 
had no plans.  It was more of a rhetorical question: Would you bury a guy like me?  I told him of course I would.  He then 
asked if I would say nice things about him.  Again, of course.   

There is a world out there surprised when we Christians love them.  It is sad but true.  It both breaks my heart and stirs 
me to lead a church that surprises.   

He closed by commenting that I was such a “regular guy”.  Not at all what he thought a clergy guy would be like.  Isn’t it 
sad when it is a step up in someone’s eyes to be normal?   

There are way too many judgmental and condescending people on TV and the internet showing the world their version 
of Christianity.  Let’s change that by being a shining example of “not that kind of church”, one person at a time. 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafamily 

Treasure Quest (Learning to Use My Bible) – In the Education Center 
Our 3rd Graders continue their journey through the Bible in October from 11:00am—12:00pm . 
This Treasure Quest ends with a Bible presentation & celebration for all with pizza, games and 
more. 

 OCTOBER 2015:  INDIVIDUALITY 

This month’s memory verse—In 1 Timothy 4:12a (NIrV) reminds us to, “Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because you are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in 
how you live”.  Timothy is a perfect example of a young individual who had incredible potential.  He 
had people who helped him discover his unique God-given potential that he used and impacted the 
growth of the early church. Our goal in FX and SGX this month is to help kids understand that God 

made them and has given them unique abilities that they can use now to accomplish great things.   
Life App: Individuality is discovering who you are meant to be so you can make a difference     

SGX meets at 11:00am in rooms 117 and 118 each Sunday morning! This is a time when K-5th 
grade students can come together in small groups and experience God’s word through games, 

crafts, fun, and friendships.  

Pirate, Princess, Parent Party! 
October 23

rd
,   6-8PM in Wesley 

Hall/FX Theater.  
Our 3rd Grader Learning to Use 
My Bible families are invited to 
celebrate the students accomplish-
ments during the Learning To Use 
My Bible class with a Pizza dinner, 
games, crafts & lots of FUN!!  
Wear your costume and bring your 
Family! RSVP to Jill@anona.com 

Bible Presentation!   
Oct 25

th
  

9:30AM Contemporary Sanctuary 
followed by a presentation of the 
group in the 9:30 FX Service 
3rd Graders will meet their teachers 
in the front of the Contemporary 
Sanctuary. Rows will be reserved for 
family members at the 9:30AM Con-
temporary Service for the Bible 
Presentation. During 9:30AM Con-
temporary Service, students will be 
welcomed to stage and celebrated 
by congregation. Next, the group will 
head over to the FX Family service 
where they will be welcomed, cele-
brated and congratulated.   

The Family Experience (FX) is a worship 

experience that is centered on a KEY Monthly Bible Verse.  The weekly 

message is taught through Media, Creative Drama, Engaging Characters, 

and Worship Time. The GOAL of FX is to provide a consistent environ-

ment where leaders, parents and kids are learning. This helps families to 

connect what they are taught at church with what is happening at home. 

mailto:Jill@anona.com


Sharon Stephenson - Director of Program/Coach                                                              

Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center                               
Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

The Power of Attention:  What we focus on, we get more of…  
Last month we introduced our children and families to a new year, a new Conscious Discipline® Journey and the Power 
of Perception®/Skill of Composure®.  We connected with the community by providing Helpful Hands and collecting 
material for HEP and Anona’s Global Hands of Healing.  Our children are learning about a bigger world and our connec-
tion to and responsibility for that world. 
 
This month in chapel and the classrooms we are focusing on the Power of Attention® (Bailey, 2015) and the Skill of As-
sertiveness®  (Bailey, 2015).  The Power of Attention® reminds us that: 

 What you focus on you get more of 

 We can CONSCIOUSLY focus our attention on what we choose to focus on  
When we are upset, we are focused on what we don’t want, don’t have or what isn’t good enough.  This results in a vi-
cious cycle of upset, argument, blame and inadequacy.  Behavior can’t change when we focus on what is wrong.  Perma-
nent behavior change can only occur when we choose to focus our attention on what we want rather than what isn’t good 
enough.  This is accomplished by: 

 Pivoting and reminding ourselves we can handle this 

 Breathing and composing ourselves BEFORE we engage with our children or others 

 Assertively telling others what we want through clear and direct instruction/communication 
 
Through the Power of Attention® we are able to access and use the Skill of Assertiveness®.  Assertiveness is the 
vehicle through which we teach respect.  It creates the environment of respectful boundary setting 
and teaches others how we want to be treated. The value of respect for self and others is the 
number one asset for bully prevention.  Additionally, these skills are essential in limit setting, goal 
achievement and problem-solving.  Through this voice of clear, assured and focused attention, we 
teach our children what we want them to do, thus wiring the brain for success.   
 
Our Community Connection Mission Outreach for October is Scary to be Hungry.  Our children 
will be collecting food for Religious Community Services Food Pantry.  They will bring food that 
represents their family heritage and a favorite “kid” food – food for kids, from kids. 
 
If you would like to join our School Family®, call the school office at 593-KIDS.  Sandy will be happy to make an appoint-
ment for you to visit our classrooms and see our dynamic, developmentally appropriate program in action.  For more in-
formation on Conscious Discipline®, visit www.lovingguidance.com.   
We will see you soon and as always … We Wish You Well,    Sharon and Pam 

8 

Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
      Where children can play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 
      Children explore different bible themes through story, craft, & song 
 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children 

that lets them explore their faith through play, stories, and para-
bles from the Bible. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 
In October, the stories we learn about are: Creation, Noah and the 
Ark, Exodus and The ten best ways to live. 

 
Parents Morning Out, for walking toddlers:  
**Register Now, there are only 3 spots open!!** 
 Children enjoy indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts, and stories. 
 PreRegister to Kandace@anona.com.if your child is a walking 1 

year old and under 2 years old as of 9/1/15. Cost is $15/week 
 Classroom A: Wednesdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM 
      Our 3 guiding principles are: God Made Them, God Loves Them,      
      and Jesus is Their Friend! 

The first stage of Family Trek is Dis-
cover: where children under 5 learn 
how to discover God for themselves. 

http://www.lovingguidance.com


Do you sometimes feel that you should be doing more to feed your spiritual side?  Coming to Worship is a vital first 
step in making that connection with God, it’s like breakfast , the most important meal of the day.  But, we all need more 
than just breakfast to keep us at our best!  Consider attending some Anona small groups...below is a small group and 
upcoming small group study. You can find more classes and information online: anona.com/adultgroups or visit us at 
Connection Point on any Sunday morning. 

Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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The God We Can Know 
begins in October! 

 
 

The God We Can Know - Exploring the "I Am" 
Sayings of Jesus, By Rob Fuquay, will help 
you find and form an answer to the question 
Jesus asked his followers, “Who do you say I 
am?”  
 

Weekly themes include: 
• Introduction to “I am” – Knowing God 
• I am the Bread of Life – Knowing God’s Satisfaction 
• I am the Light of the World – Knowing God’s Guidance 
• I am the Good Shepherd – Knowing God’s Care 
• I am the True Vine – Knowing God’s Power 
• I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life – Knowing God’s Way 
• I am the Resurrection and the Life – Knowing God’s Possibilities 
 

Days, times, and locations will be announced at connection point 
and online: anona.com/adultgroups.  Books available from the 
church for $7. Also available in e-reader format from Cokesbury 
and Amazon. 

Small Group Leaders: 
 
If you would like to inform the members of the 

church with the spiritual opportunities your 
small group provides, please email those  

details to Erin@anona.com. 
 

This information is quite useful to ensure our 
print materials and website are correct. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to  

contact, erin@anona.com or  
call 595-2581, x244. 

 

Spirited Sisters 
Small Group highlight 
 
Spirited Sisters welcomes 
women of all ages into a 
safe environment for spir-
itual growth.  Weekly dis-
cussion centers on the ser-
mon and how to apply it to 
our lives. To grow in our hope and faith in Christ Jesus/
God through the fellowship of the sisters and the loving 
encouragement we offer one another during our time to-
gether.  To share our lives with one another and in doing 
so, to share the love of God to create an atmosphere of 
trust, comfort, and peace, a place of refreshment from the 
cynicism of the world. To build one another up in faith and 
love.  
 
Join Spirited Sisters on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 6:30pm 
in the Bride’s Room.   
 

Questions, email: 
M.E. Ram at travelermr@gmail.com  
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OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your 
schedule whenever possible. 
    
DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or unused sheet music or books?  We are in particu-
lar need of an upright piano for a student who has moved beyond her keyboard and needs a real piano. The Academy 
gladly accepts donations of musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  We are especially in need of key-
boards at this time.  Thank you.  
  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians. 
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a dona-
tion by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Do-
nation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sun-
day offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In 
Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank 
you!!  
  
REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is re-
quired to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons 
are noted in your calendar. 
   
PERFORMANCE TIP:  Prior to performance, keep a posi-
tive attitude.  Picture yourself having played well and re-
ceiving your well-earned applause! 

Accepting Your Assignment 
 
In the book, the Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren writes, “You were put on earth to make a contribu-
tion. God designed you to make a difference with your life. You were created to add to life on earth, 
not just take from it. God wants you to give something back. This is God’s fourth purpose for your life, 
and it is called your ministry, or service.” 
 
Many people have found their purpose, and they serve others in their community, their workplace, 
family or church. But what if you are someone who is still in search of your purpose? What if all this 
talk about being your authentic self is meaningless to you? How do you solve these questions? 

 
The first step is self-discovery. Initially, self-discovery may seem like a mysteriously 
low lit room. The more you move into the process of self-discovery, the brighter the 
room becomes with God lighting the path of your journey. God made you unique. 
There is no one exactly like you on all the earth for a reason. 
 
You have value. When you find that special part of you that stirs positive emotion in 
others, and when you use your gift to provide a positive lift for others, your purpose 
is revealed. I speak with many people who use their gifts often, yet never even real-
ize they are acting in service of others. Sometimes it takes an objective eye to see 
where our value lies.  
 

Counseling is not just about solving depression or problems in a marriage. Counseling is also about helping people dis-
cover their true, authentic self so they can contribute to the lives of others in powerful and meaningful ways. I am happy 
to help you if you are on this journey and you are willing to accept your God-given assignment to love and serve. 

 
In Love and In Health, 

  

Dina Meitner 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 
Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   

DirectorDirectorDirector   
   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 



Scary to be Hungry 
 

Yes, its time for our annual ‘SCARY TO BE HUNGRY’ food campaign. This will benefit RCS food bank that serves all 
of Pinellas County. As the holidays fast approach us we hope to bring some awareness to the hunger issues right here 
in our own backyard. Did you know that 1 in 5 Pinellas residents go hungry every day? Many of these are children and 
the elderly; you may also be surprised to know how many of 
these folks are the ‘working poor’ are. This means OUR neigh-
bors, OUR community –that is SCARY. 
 
How can we help? All month we will be collecting (look for food 
drums at all of our campus locations) The food will be packed 
and sorted on Sunday Oct 25th between services. The Missions 
team is challenging the congregation this year to take another 
step: 
 
*Instead of green beans/corn -pick up some much needed protein look for BOGO sales on peanut butter/tuna/hearty 
soups. 
 
*Get creative with your kids have them shop for a full dinner-let them pick the menu. (Think Thanksgiving or Christmas 
meal ingredients) 
 
*Perhaps you are hesitant to invite a friend or neighbor to Church –think about inviting them on the 25th and join in our 
mission event to see what our Church is really like! 
 
*Raise some awareness in the work place –invite co-workers to ‘make a difference’ and help us collect! 
 
*Pray for RCS (Religious community Services) as they serve others less fortunate through the holiday season and into 
the coming year. 
 
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. JOHN 15:12 (NIV) 

Change 4 Change—October 11 

The 10
th
 grade small group  

will be collecting your  spare change  
to support a number of mission projects  

in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 

Box Top Collections 
'Box tops for education' is a fundraising program 
sponsored by a companies like: General Mills, 
Scott paper products, Hefty, Ziploc, Progresso 
soups, Avery labels, and Hanes underwear.  
 

On these products you will find the Box Top coupon, clip it and turn it in 
to one of the various collection boxes throughout the church:  Tradition-
al Narthex, and in the FX Lobby. 
 

Thousands of school systems use this program to raise significant 
funds for supplies. Let’s support Ridgecrest Elementary in this endeav-
or. Thank you! 
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Habitat for Humanity 
 

We will have a bus leaving Anona at 7:30 am, 
returning by 3:00 pm (actual build is 8:00 am - 
2:30 pm), on Saturday, October 10. No con-
struction experience required. There are jobs 

for every skill. 
 

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Ger-
ald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

 EARLY Magazine Due Dates: 
 

November Magazine due by Friday, October 2 
 December Magazine due by Tuesday, November 3 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 
 
The Anona book club will meet on Sunday, October 24th at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel conference 
room to discuss In The Woods by Tana French, and published in 2008 by Penguin Group. 
 
As dusk approaches a small Dublin suburb in the summer of 1984, mothers begin to call their chil-
dren home. But on this warm evening, three children do not return from the dark and silent woods. 

When the police arrive, they find only one of the children gripping a tree trunk in terror, wearing blood-filled sneakers, 
and unable to recall a single detail of the previous hours. Twenty years later, the found boy, Rob Ryan, is a detective 
on the Dublin Murder Squad and keeps his past a secret. But when a twelve-year-old girl is found murdered in the 
same woods, he and Detective Cassie Maddox—his partner and closest friend—find themselves investigating a case 
chillingly similar to the previous unsolved mystery. 
 
Future readings . . . 
November 22      Wild by Cheryl Strayed   
January 24, 2016   Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy (Four Women Undercover in the Civil War) by Karen Abbott  
 
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Sunday of each month in the Chapel Conference Room and invites all 
Anona members and their guests to participate.  
 

For additional information contact Deanna Comingore deannacom@att.net  

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk Live with Molly 
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout in four easy steps, "Walk Live" is the class version of Leslie San-
sone's Walk at Home DVDs. Adaptable to all levels of fitness! Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays 9:00 am in 
Wesley Hall. Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, and you may want to bring a water bottle. For more info call Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 or walklivewithmolly@gmail.com.  Please note, there will be no Walk Live on Tuesday, Oct. 13th. 
The Wednesday class that week will meet as scheduled. 
 
T’ai Chi qi gong, Wednesdays, 9:30am starting October 21st in Worship Center 
This mind-body practice has value in treating or prevention many health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT - SLOW MOTION EXERCISE.  
 
Seasonal Residents/Son Seekers...welcome your seasonal friends back to Florida!  Come to lunch at 11:30 AM at 
the Sage Bistro on West Bay Blvd. in Largo on October 30th.  All Anona seasonal residents are invited.  Please sign 
up at Connection Point before Wednesday preceding the scheduled event. 
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110 
New comers are welcome!  Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language 
(www.learnandmaster.com). This class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to 
Contact: Nancy Wootten, Nancydarling@hotmail.com. 
 
Fibromyalgia Support Group 
Cure4Fibromyalgia.com estimates that 5 million Americans suffer from this ailment. If you or someone you know is 
impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 11am, at Palms of Largo 
complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you! 

Next Meeting is: Saturday, Oct. 10th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 

ACT TWO goes sailing! 
 

Forget the destination and enjoy the Ride!  As we navigate the harbor channel in Tampa under blue skies and calm 
seas using Trip Adviser's #1 rated out of doors attraction for Tampa Bay, e-Boats of Tampa. 

 
Theresa Havercamp will be hosting the outing  

(a natural for this adventure as she is a first class sailor 
 and member of the yacht club!).  

 
Our tentative date for embarkation is Thursday, October 

29th so watch the Sunday bulletin for details. The e-boats 
hold ten persons so reservations will be taken as long as we 

fill one boat (fill one and take stand-by reservations until 
another 10 persons request space).   

 
Cost depends on numbers participating and length of “cruise” we select.  Assuming we fill one boat (10 persons) 
and sail for two hours, the cost per person will be $16 plus donation for refreshments.  Call Theresa to get your 

name on the passenger list (596-3055). 
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Busy October and looking forward to Nov 13th/14th Fall Bazaar! 
 
Thank you so much for your donations to the Ditty Bags.  Your love and support to this 
ministry to very important and your contributions are appreciated. 
 
We are still accepting donations for the Fall Bazaar (coming up Nov 13th, following the 
spaghetti dinner and Nov 14th, 8:30am-2pm).  

Things to be donated are: household goods, collectibles, books, games, 
toys, puzzles, Christmas items and jewelry. No electronics (tvs, computers, 
etc.) will be accepted. Furniture will have to be held until November since 
there is no place to store them.  
 
Please do not leave items at the church. Items are being stored at Public 
Storage, 13750 Walsingham Road  (next to Burger King). This is a gated 
facility, so you will need to call Joan Augustine (391-9680) or Joan Hoffman 
(391-8985) for information and to schedule drop-off of donations. You will 
be granted access at the time you schedule. Jewelry should not go in with 
other items. Call Karen Creamer (595-3622) to make a jewelry donation.  
 
Next Circle Meeting—October 8th 
We will be touring Cornerstone Mission of Tampa with a light lunch to follow. 
 
Spaghetti dinner ticket sale dates will be on select Sundays in late October—dates to be announced. 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young.  Set an example for the believers in what you say and how 
you say it”. (1 Timothy 4:12)  Today we could say, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are a man, or a 
young man, or an old guy.”  “The glory of young men is their strength, and the splendor of old men is their gray head.”  
Prov. 20:29. 

Glory meets Splendor - The Old Guard and the New Voices of Methodist Men  

As a UM conference lay leader, I’ve heard from pastors, district superintendents, men under 50 and men over 50, and 
women who say that the Florida United Methodist Men’s group needs to re-envision how we do ministry if we are to be 
relevant in growing the church.  If the UMM and the church are going to meet the needs of men of all ages (in this tough, 
often unfriendly world) and appeal to men who might rather be hunting, fishing, online gaming, or on the golf course, it 
must do the right things, the right way. 

On October 9th and 10th at the Life Enrichment Center near Leesburg, the United Methodist Men are taking a step that 
is one in a number of initiatives.  The old guard and the new voices are working together to better reach out and engage 
men from 18 to 80.  They’re taking a chance and doing something that the old guy’s would say, “we’ve never done that 
before” and the younger guys would say “I’m looking for wisdom from older friends, rather than correction from my par-
ents, sports buddies, gangs, officials and coaches, etc.” 

Retired Bishop Dick Wills and the Rev. Dale Lock will take us on a journey that speaks to us of God’s plan for you and 
me.  The journey is not one we are to take alone, but one where we have a band of brothers, friends, and mentors to 
share our struggles, help with the heavy lifting, and help deal with the obstacles and temptations in life. 

Russ Graves, United Methodist Florida Conference Lay Leader  

Opportunities for Clergy and Laymen to build communities of men in churches and out in the community. 

Waking to God’s Dream - October 9 @ 3:00 pm - October 10 @ 5:15 pm at the Life Enrichment Center,  
4991 Picciola Road Fruitland Park, FL 34731  $105.00 which includes lodging, meals and events 
 
Partnering with God – October 23 @ 3:00 pm - October 25 @ 8:45 am at the Life Enrichment Center, 
Fruitland Park  $165.00 which includes lodging, meals, and events 
 

Register on-line at http://ummflconf.org or call 863-858-4985.  E-mail: ummflconf@verizon.net 

 

15 

Anona Women…MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 
MARY FELLOWSHIP will begin our fall meetings on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8th at 1:00 pm. 
Each month we have interesting program presentations and shared Christian fellowship. For 
meeting locations and details, call Betty Scrimshaw at 595-5776 or Sandy Hammock at 595-7976. 



Membership represents a significant step in your faith journey. We believe that discipleship is a life-long process of self-

examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others and furthers God’s Kingdom. Some 

people made the decision to join after being actively involved for years, while others say it “felt like home” after a few 

visits. At Anona UMC, it is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. 

For those families and individuals interested in calling Anona “home”, we invite you to attend Insight to Anona.  You can 

attend either Thurs. Oct. 29th from 5:30-7:00 OR Sun. Nov. 1st from 4:00-5:30 in the front office (off the fellowship ar-

ea).  Invite your friends or family who would like to learn more about our church’s discipleship pathway to Worship, 

Grow, Serve and Live life together!  It’s a chance to meet some of our leaders and get a tour of the campus.  If you are 

unable to attend either of these sessions, Sandy Drugash is willing to meet with you at your convenience. Our next 

Membership Sunday is November 15th. For more information, email sandy@anona.com or call 595-2581 x 228.  Join us 

as we journey together! 
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Welcome Team  
“Shine Like Stars” Lunch and Learn  

 
On October 11th at 12:30 in Wesley Hall, you are invited  

to join our Anona Welcome Team  
to see where God may be calling you to light the way  

for our members and guests!  
 

Every Sunday, there are people to welcome, doors to open,  
donuts to cut and requests to fill!   

 
This lunch and learn is an opportunity to meet team leaders,  

share information and train together before the season really gets busy.  
 

Guests first connect to our church and form an opinion  
(we pray it is a good one) through our Welcome Team members.   

That personal connection is so important to Anona guests and members.  
 

Following our theme for October,  
what a perfect way to shine bright and  

“Discover who you are meant to be so you can make a difference!” 
 

To register please email or call  
Sandy Drugash at sandy@anona.com or 595-2581 x 228.   

Join Us 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
  
10/02 Marcia Dougherty 
 Betty Jane (BJ) Knox 
10/03 Don Bacon 
 Bill Boll, Jr. 
 Ilean Whitehouse 
10/04 Jan Repetto 
10/05 Dick Bennett 
10/06 Jim Kirkman 
          Marilyn Phillips 
10/12 Al Kline 
10/13 Harold Martin 
 Barbara Stromberg 
 Gertrud Williams 
10/14 Charles Phillips 
10/15 Lurena Marsters 
10/16 Jack Harris 
10/18 Gene Gagne 
10/19 Gus Miller 
10/20 Marion Coopwood 
10/23 Char DiGennaro 
 Jean Lowe 
10/24 Shirley Robinson 
10/26 Betty Maloney 
10/27 Blanche Stephens 
10/29 Mac Leadbeater 
 Rojean Smeltz 
10/30 Pat Baragry 
 Robert Brown 
             Mary Ann White 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
10/01 John & Martha Winston   38 yrs. 
10/02 Bob & Sharron Rankine   34 yrs.  
10/04 Charles & Kathryn Flowers  46 yrs. 
  Bill & Donna Hacker   46 yrs. 
  Fred & Linda Thompson   57 yrs. 
10/05 James & Melissa Wahl  30 yrs. 
10/07 Larry & Susie Dunn   54 yrs. 
  Don & Fay Whitley   61 yrs. 
10/08 Chuck & Terri Amis   26 yrs. 
  Roger & Pat Hayes   65 yrs. 
  Bob & Margaret Hilleary   60 yrs. 
10/09 Ken & Jean Weaver  61 yrs. 
10/11 Bob & Tracie Thompson   29 yrs. 
10/12 Bob & Betty Smuts   58 yrs. 
10/14 Ed & Donna Lewis   43 yrs. 
  Ron & Cathy Maniscalco  37 yrs. 
  Robert & Laura Scott   26 yrs. 
10/16 James (Pat) & Janet Wolff III  34 yrs. 
10/17 Gus & Aline Miller   29 yrs. 
10/19 Don & Geneva Bacon  64 yrs.  
10/20 John & Mariette Holcombe  40 yrs. 
10/23 Brad & Donna Rownd   39 yrs. 
  Leonard & Donna Strub   50 yrs.  
10/25 Tom & Ellen Rosser   63 yrs. 
10/27 Bob & Sheri Heilman, Jr.  36 yrs. 
  Joe & MaryAnn Illingworth  42 yrs. 
  Lee & Becky Schafer   31 yrs. 
10/28 Marc & Elizabeth Manning  37 yrs. 
  Richard & Lee Ann Stiles  26 yrs. 
10/29 David & Carolynn DelMonte  31 yrs. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 

 
The family of Dan Alderman.  Dan joined Anona family in 2006.   
 
The family of Jerry LeBloch.  Jerry joined Anona in 2013. 
 
The family of Grace Prescott, Grace joined Anona in 2000. 
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Baptisms 
Tiana Marley Bedward 

 
 
 

New Members 
Judi Allen—St. Mark’s 

Norman Reed—St. Mark’s 
Jason & April Maitner—360 United 

Printed copies of the complete  
Birthday and Anniversary lists 

are available at the Connection Point  
desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



The August bi-monthly meeting of Stephen Ministry was devoted to those who were commissioned in June of 2014 
and have now completed one full year of ministry. The Question: How has Stephen Ministry changed your life? Below 
are excerpts from this meeting.  Due to the strict confidentiality of Stephen Ministry, no names are used. 

“After weeks into the program, I was starting to better know myself and experiencing a closer relationship with God.” 

“I can now give hope to the hopeless with the message of Christ and model how powerful faith can be to someone 
who is suffering.” 

“First and foremost, I am a ‘fixer.’  My first Care Receiver was in a devastating situation that could not be fixed.  This 
was extremely difficult for me.  What was I here for?  We met weekly - she talked - we prayed.  She, remarkably, is in a 
much better place, but not because of me.  What I couldn’t fix, I saw God fix.  I witnessed an amazing transformation 
of circumstances, and in the process, I was transformed.  A load has been lifted from me.  I don’t have to fix anything.  
God fixed both of us.” 

“My Care Receiver taught me to enjoy the simple things of life.  I saw those things are often the very events that re-
main in our memories when other seemingly important things no longer matter.” 

“Being a Stephen Minister has brought me so much closer to a real faith and to our Lord.  The thrill of watching some-
one desperate and broken finally giving all over to God is an amazing and fulfilling experience.  What a reward to walk 
this path with others.” 

Consensus: Stephen Ministers help change lives and in the process, are changed. 

We are pleased to announce Applications for Stephen Ministry Training will be available in the Summer of 2016.  Spe-
cific fall dates for the class will be announced at that time. 
 

MEN: Present men Stephen Ministers are having to do double duty to meet the need of this program for men.  This is 
a heavy load, so please prayerfully consider giving yourself to meet the needs of others through Stephen Ministry.  We 
need a minimum of five new men. 

How has Stephen Ministry changed your life?  

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 
Anona will be hosting a 6-week Grief Support Group, led by Hospice.  This support group will be meeting on Wednes-
days, October 7th through November 11th, 10 am to noon, in the Anona campus Youth Room. 
 

Sign up through Hospice of the Suncoast:   
Call 523-3455 or Register online at http://www.suncoasthospice.org/Grief-Healing 

Facilitator: Dwight Douglas 
 

************************************************************************** 
 

First, let’s give many thanks to Linda Koser who has given many years of leadership to Anona’s Rehab Visitation 
Team.  Linda is ready to hand over the baton to Don Haynes as he assumes the leadership of this team.  Welcome 
Don!  Now, if you know someone going into the hospital, rehab facility or has become home bound and not able to 
come to church?  Please contact us and one of our visitation teams can begin to offer support and prayers.  Call the 
church office at 595-2581 day or night.  If you receive the recorded message, press 225 to connect to the Congrega-
tional Care Office, and leave a message with contact or facility information.  This extension is monitored three times 
daily in order to respond quickly to our congregations needs.  You may also email gary@anona.com.  If you are inter-
ested in volunteering on one of these visitation teams, please let me know.   
 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, October 1 and 15, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  
No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also wel-
come. Contact Joanie Pickens at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-
6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Are you a wife, husband, daughter, son or any relative dealing with someone who has 
Alzheimer's and need some support?  Contact Barbara Keast for more information at 593-7877 or cell 460-1462. 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 
call Barbara Keast at 727-593-7877, or Anona Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A  Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Tim Conwell Director of Technology Arts tim@anona.com 226 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

     

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - Simply Worship in Chapel 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Trunk Or Treat! Friday, October 30
th

 (5:30—7:00pm) 
 

Meet us in the Anona Parking lot for some treats!  Infants through 5th graders and their parents/
guardians are invited to enjoy fellowship with friends and all the candy from Trunk or Treating!  
This is a great event in which we invite the community to come and share some Halloween fun 
with us!  You have a great opportunity to help support our mission “Scary to be Hungry” by 
bringing a canned good with you. Donations go to our local RCS food pantry. 
 

There are so many ways to get involved with this night: 
1. Come out and join us! 

2. Sign up to host a trunk & pass out candy to all the 300+ kids that come in their Halloween 
costumes!  

3. Can’t come but still want to help out…. Donate a bag of candy!  We need LOTS OF CANDY 
to help support the trunks that are set up for Trunk-or-Treating. You will see donation bins in 
the Fellowship Area and in the FX Lobby during the month of October. 

4. To sign up or ask questions, contact Stuart@anona.com, or go to the website — 
www.anona.com/kidsevents 

mailto:Bonnie@anona.com

