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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

April brings us the ending of lent and the entering of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter.  Not just a big time to come 
to church, but a time to hear the age-old story that guides our lives, strengthens us in weariness, soothes our pain, and 
gives us hope. 

We will wrestle with the book of Job and the huge question of “Why do bad things happen to good people”.  We will 
remember the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  We will share with Him our Lords Supper and strip the altar in 
grief of His death.  Then we will sing the songs of Resurrection Faith and Triumph. 

These “High Holy Days” have been acknowledged by Christians for thousands of years and here we are in our lifetimes 
continuing the story forward. 

But more than tradition, this is a time to renew our spirits.  It is a time to refresh our faith.  To come together to sing the 
songs, hear the Gospel, and remember who we are.   

Thanksgiving has its songs, “Come ye thankful people come”.  Christmas its own “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”.  East-
er has “Hallelujah”  It just means “Praise the Lord”.  It is most often said in moments of relief.  Something bad didn’t 
happen or something wonderful did.  We got good news we really needed.  Things turned out.  A plan came together 
we weren’t sure would work.  You get it.  Lets sing that. 

 

 

 
 

April 7   Present in the Waiting Job 1:21 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
“The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  One of the hardest texts in scripture for 
me.  The whole book of Job is hard.  Written as a response to “Why do bad things happen to good people”, the book 
flies in the face of divine providence and justice.  Yet the hard questions carry us deeper in faith to a more resilient and 
durable place.    What it challenges is the worldview that we get what we deserve.  That karma is.  What goes around 
comes around.  What you sow you reap.  My prayer for you this Lenten Sunday of communion is the embracing of mys-
tery and faithfulness. 

 

April 14 Palm Sunday—A Taste of the Good Life Matthew 21:1-17 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
Ah the Good Life! On what we now call Palm Sunday, the Jewish people were looking for a return to what they thought 
was the good life. Some of them thought Jesus would bring it. They were about to get a taste of something a bit differ-
ent than what they expected.  

 

April 21 Easter Sunday Matthew 28:1-10  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
“If a tree falls in the forest…”  Does a thing happen if we don’t experience it?  What is a sound if we don’t hear it?  What 
is the Resurrection to you that it happened and therefore has impacted you?  Things happen in threes.  First the event 
of it happening.  “He is Risen”.  Then, secondly, emanating from the event is the sound, the light, the telling.  “He is Ris-
en”.  Third, like a tsunami, the impact.  It hits us.  “He is Risen”.  Has it impacted you that “He is Risen”?  Death has 
been defeated?  Like ripples through time the impact comes to us over 2000 years.  Has it hit you yet? 

 

April 28 Now Then Matthew 28:20b  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
The last half of the last verse in the Gospel of Matthew is “lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”.  It 
just said “go”, then “baptize”, then “teach”.  Then it ends with “I will be with you”.  Get out there, clean ‘em up and teach 
them, and I will be with you.  What a way to end a book.  Now then, Easter is past and “normal” time happens.  What 
does it mean that Jesus is with us? 
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It’s Lent, but Easter’s Coming 

 

It's the Lent season, and as we approach Easter, we are faced with a life and death story that is the basis of our faith.  

It’s not a subject we like to think about for ourselves or our loved ones.   Even Jesus was sad and in agony at the pro-

spect of what he would face, and prayed to God “My Father, if it’s possible, take this cup of suffering away from me. 

However, not what I want but what you want.”  And later prayed "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will 

be done." Jesus showed us that what we are willing to die for is that which makes our living complete.  He also showed 

us that God’s love is greater than death.  God’s plan for us goes far beyond what we can understand in this earthly life. 

 

Come to Easter this month. Search yourself, your calling, and look at Jesus with new eyes, explore his words and ac-

tions and prepare to offer yourself to God.  Whenever we pray the prayer Jesus taught us we say those words, “thy king-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”.  Jesus modeled those words in the Garden of Gethsemane be-

fore he too faced death.  And that was not the end.  For God death is not the final answer.  So - life and death.  What do 

you want to live for?  What are you willing to die for?  With Jesus, it makes all the difference. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—April 6th, 8am to 10am, $4  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

PALM SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 14

th
 

Special Music presented by our FX Singers and Dancers,  
Kids Choirs, Chimes and Bells 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
Thursday, April 18

th
, 

7:00 PM in the Traditional Sanctuary 
Join us for a memorable evening of communion, 

 and sacred music presented by our Sanctuary Choir and 
Anona Orchestra 

 
 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 21

st 

 
6:45 AM SUNRISE SERVICE 
Serenity Gardens, lakeside 

 
8:15 and 11:10 AM 

Traditional Sanctuary 
Easter Celebration with our Sanctuary and Praise Choirs, 

 and Anona Orchestra 
 

9:00 AM Anona Nights on the Beach 
 

9:30 AM Contemporary & FX Services 
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Summer Registration is Now Open! 

From mission trips to summer camp, we’ve got an 
incredible summer of adventures planned for 2019! 
Register online now at anona.com/youthevents to 

secure your spot on the trip(s) of your choice.  

Youth Group Sermon Series – “Famous Last Words” 
 

If you knew your time on Earth was coming to an end, what 
would you want to say to the people in your life? For Jesus, 
the days leading up to His death were filled with meaningful 
conversations with the people around Him. In this series, as 
we look at some of His famous last words, we’ll discover what 
Jesus really wanted His followers—both then and now—to 
know. 

CONFIRMATION Celebrations!!  

 
You’re invited to Confirmation Beach Night! Join us the evening of 
Friday, April 12

th
, as the whole church celebrates the decisions made 

by our Confirmation Class of 2019. We’ll have baptisms for students 
who have not yet been baptized and watch as the group confirms 
their faith alongside their friends and adult leaders. Times and exact 
location available online at anona.com/youthevents 
 
If you can’t make it to Beach Night, please be sure to join us on Sun-
day, April 14

th
, in all services to celebrate Palm Sunday and Confir-

mation Sunday as well! 



Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 

7 

Fun, Food, and Friends join together at  

Village Inn on April 8 
 

Details to come, connect with us on 

Facebook and Instagram 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

Spring is in the Air 

 

It seems like the school year just began and now Spring is all around us at Anona Child Development Center. Spring 
brings change.  We witness the oak trees on the playground drop their brown leaves and turn green again with new 
leaves.  We see the Butterfly Garden bloom and become home to caterpillars preparing for their metamorphosis into 
butterflies.  And we watch the children able to manage things that were once not possible.  

The children are growing more independent and able to take care of themselves in new ways.  The 
two-year olds clean up after snack and wash their hands, all by themselves.  The three-year olds 
navigate the entire potty process, all by themselves.  The four-year olds put their jackets on, takes it 
off, fixes the sleeves and even hangs it up, all by themselves.  Mastering the little things builds the 
confidence that is needed to persevere through to mastering the harder things.   

The same process applies to a child’s social and emotional growth.  We see them pause, breathe, 
and use their big voice to express their needs and manage their upsets.  We see them see another 
child struggle and reach out with empathy and offer help. Just like the caterpillar changing into the 
butterfly, the children are changing.  We see them genuinely connect with other children, learning 
that they are a part of a world bigger than themselves.  As they grow and change, we see them becoming equipped for 
the next challenge.  We witness God’s work in young children every day and it is truly a blessing to be a part of this min-
istry! 

Share your Anona Preschool and Elementary Before and After Care Program with those around you.  We have a few 
spots left for the 2019-2020 School Year! 
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Discover: We There is no greater friend than one who sacrifices his life for another. Jesus did just that. He died 
and came back to life so we can be with God forever. It is the most incredible thing that has ever happened. God gave 
us Jesus. He is alive, and He wants to be our friend forever. He’s the one who will never leave us, never forsake us, 
and never stop loving us. “A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. We will be diving into HOPE.  
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, 

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX 
is Discover: where 
children under 5 
learn to discover 

God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information please reach out to April 
Maitner at nursery@anona.com or at 727-742-8171. 

The next stage of FX is 
Explore: where children 

Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their  

relationship with God.  



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Our Lenten Journey culminates this month with the celebration of Easter!  Slow 
down for even just ½ hour at 10:45 Sunday mornings in the historic Anona Chap-
el for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  We are always eager to wel-
come newcomers. Join us after worship for coffee and conversation as we pre-
pare to head back into “busy-ness” renewed and refreshed. Indian Oaks Assisted 

Living Simply Worship continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indian Oaks Assisted Living. Please 
be in prayer for the team.  If you are interested in leading a small acoustic worship service, please contact Bert or Judy 
Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 

 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block—Join us on Saturday 20 April @ 8:45 AM, as we travel to Lealman to bring 
Easter to the Florida Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program .  There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this 
community whether at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors to 
check on people to determine if they are in need.  Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507. 

Wonderfully Made 
Join us for two nights of exploration and celebration of who God created us to be. This class 
will begin with a look at our ideas around body image and self-esteem, negative and positive 
self-talk and how that might impact our decisions and our behavior. The class will be very in-
teractive. On the second night we will focus on relationships and communication and how our 
ideas of self-worth impact those areas of our life. We will talk about stress management, spir-
ituality and the gift of being present.  

The presenter, Bobbie D’Addario, is a former youth pastor and social worker. She is presently 
a volunteer coordinator, author and life coach. Her book “Mirror Mirror in the Trash” will be 
available for anyone that would like to purchase a copy for $15.95. Books are not required for 
the class. Bobbie is from Aurora, Colorado and has spent every April in Indian Shores for the 
past thirty years. Annona is her favorite church home away from home. 

Dates: Thursdays, April 11 and 18.  6:30 – 8pm, Room 110 

 
 

Coming This Summer 
 
Which Way Lord?   By Rob Fuquay 
Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in the Journeys of Paul 

This seven week course aims to help you understand the direction God wants for you by 
exploring the life of the apostle Paul as a model. Through many detours, adversity, and 
time spent in self-reflection, Paul reoriented his understanding of faith and God’s Purpose 
for his life.  The study includes video segments filmed in Turkey, Israel, and Greece, the 
places Paul traveled and where he influenced the church with his writings.  

Starting in June, times, and facilitators to be determined 

Our summer classes are designed so that you may participate any week you are in town, 
allowing for vacation schedules.  Each lesson is complete and does not depend on the 
previous lessons.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed

 1 
10:00 AM UMW Board 

  6:30 PM Church Council,  

                Wind in the Wilderness 

  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

2 6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:00 AM Disciple III FT 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra                

                 Praise &  Sanctuary Rehearsal 

                  

3 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews, Grief & Loss

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir, Orchestra &          

                 Praise Choir

7         RCS Food Pantry 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

8 
5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

6:30 PM Wind in the Wilderness 

7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

              Men’s Bible Study 

9 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen  

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study,  

                Orchestra Praise Choir  &  

                Sanctuary Rehearsal 

10 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews, Grief & Loss

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

14     Change 4 Change 
               Palm Sunday 
        Confirmation Sunday 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

15  
  6:30 PM Wind in the Wilderness 

  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

16 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study,  

                Orchestra Praise Choir  &  

                Sanctuary Rehearsal 

17 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews, Grief & Loss

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

21        Easter Sunday 
NO         Youth Group      

22      Church Closed 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

23 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

                 Orchestra 

24 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews, Grief & Loss

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

28 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group   

6:30 PM Book Club    

    

29 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

30 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

 

 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

n Sews, Grief & Loss 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir, Orchestra &           

Praise Choir 

4 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Orchestra &  

                 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal,                   

                 Hope Group, Outbound Team 

5 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

6 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

n Sews, Grief & Loss 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship 

  6:30 PM Wonderfully Made 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Orchestra &  

                 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal             

 

12 Confirmation Beach Night  
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

13 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

n Sews, Grief & Loss 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

18 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Wonderfully Made 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support, 

                 Maundy Thursday Service 

19          Good Friday  
                Close Noon 
9:00 AM Quilters 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

20 

n Sews, Grief & Loss 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

25 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

26 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

27 

Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

9:30 AM  Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                Godly Play (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

Wednesdays 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind) 

               Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade) 

               Middle/High School Bible Study 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Deanna Simon (Ross-Composition) 

NEED FOR DONATED INSTRUMENTS:  The Academy is in need of donated electric guitars or keyboards, any size or 
style.  Amps and cords also welcome.  Thank you. 

RECITAL 2019:  Dates for Recital 2019 have been set.  Friday Recital (grade 6 and above) will be on Friday, May 10, 
2019 at 7pm;  Saturday Recital (grade K-grade 5) will be on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 3 pm, both in the Traditional 
Sanctuary.  Rehearsal for Friday Recital will be on Monday, May 6 at 7pm; Rehearsal for Saturday Recital will be on 
Wednesday, May 8 at 7pm, both in the Traditional Sanctuary.  Please mark these dates on your calendar. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, guitars, basses, violins, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and acces-
sories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.  

REMINDER:  Sandy has a ten-minute wait period.  In order to avoid charges, please give 24 hours notice to Sandy by 
phone, email or text if you or your student has to cancel a lesson.  If you are running late and you text me that you are 
on your way, I will wait longer than 10 minutes, otherwise I may not be there when you arrive. 

MUSIC HISTORY:  The American composer John Cage (1912-1992) was an avante-garde composer, theorist and ex-
perimenter of new techniques,  One of these experimental techniques is what he called “prepared piano”, in which ob-
jects such as nails, bolts, nuts, screws, rubber, wood or leather bits are inserted at various points in a grand piano.  The 

sound created resembled the music of the Javanese gamelan, a zither-like instrument with 13 strings. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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A Figurative View on Death… and New Life 

It’s April, the start of Spring, the end of Winter, the end of Lent and the Celebration of Easter – the time 
Jesus defeated death and rose again. There is much solace to be gained by figuratively applying the 
benefits of cycles into the meaning within our lives. Let me explain… 

Jesus, as we know, had much suffering before he died. He lived a new truth; one we commonly accept 
now, but was foreign to most of the people of His time. This truth, this light, this new way frightened 
people who were accustomed to life ‘in winter.’ But Jesus brought the Spring, the new way, the new 
life. And, there was much suffering in the process.  Yet, the new way emerged. How do we apply that 

to our lives? 

Think back to each time of difficulty that you have experienced. In most cases, the diffi-
culty preceded a change, a time of growth, and a new chapter for you to live. Life runs in 
cycles. So, why should this give you hope? 

In the darkest of times, the light always follows. It may feel like you are living a perpetual 
3am, and when will the dawn arrive, but the light will come. Jesus taught us that. Death 
could not defeat Him. It defined Him. Pain will ebb and flow. Pain precedes new life. It is 
the cycle. 

Trust. Trust that even when you are hurting, for all the reasons you could hurt, that Spring will come. Your pain will have 
a death, and something ultimately better will defeat it. Pray. Pray unceasing. Keep your tether to the All-Mighty.  

No one makes it on their own. We’re all in this together. Please know that we are here for you in the Anona Family 
Counseling Center, along with your Stephen Ministers and Pastors. 

In the light of Christ and the new Dawn. Happy Easter!                                        

                                                                                                                                          Dina Meitner, LCSW 

 

 

 



CHANGE 4 CHANGE—April 14th! 
 

 
A Student Ministry small group will be 
collecting your spare change to sup-
port a number of mission projects in 

our community & beyond. Thank you! 

NEXT BUILD is: April 13, 8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.  

No construction experience required.  
You are also welcome to invite a friend.  
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Upcoming & Year Round Missions 

Thank you to all of our mission partners that came out on Sunday and set up a table in order to share the opportunities 
in missions with those in our church. Thank you also to our church members who took the time to visit each table and 
learn more about each and every one of these ministries – some old and some new. On Sunday, we held a drawing 
and gave away four lovely gift baskets created by Jackie Evans. Thank you to the United Methodist Women for your 
donation of the contents for the Game Night Basket! 

Congratulations to the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home as the winner of the Grand Prize featuring a $500 do-
nation to their mission. This check will be presented to the Children’s Home on the Anona Annual Day on Campus Tour 
March 16

th
. 

For those of you who were unable to attend the Mission Expo this year, let me share with you some upcoming events. 
To find out where you can serve with an organization that fills your heart, always check the bulletin, magazine, website, 
social media or send an email to missions@anona.com. 

April 25th – 28
th

, Anona is sending a team to the Panhandle for hurricane recovery work and again in June, to 
Puerto Rico from 6/6-6/13. Local and international missions each have their own teams and requirements. To 
be connected to a team liaison, please email missions@anona.com 

Saturday, May 11
th

 is the 27
th

 annual Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive. Don’t forget to look for the plastic bag in your mailbox and leave your non-
perishable food items by your mailbox for pickup.  RCS Food Bank located at 700 
Druid Rd in Clearwater will have several shifts available for sorting the food brought 
in by the letter carriers. Call 727-443-4031 or email volunteer@rcspinellas.org to 
sign up.  

November 7 – 12 the Fall Caravan will be travelling to Cuba. If you are interest-
ed in visiting our sister churches, this would be a wonderful opportunity. The cost is 
approximately $1000 including airfare. 

Clothes to Kids! All year long, Anona collects new and gently used clothing of 
all sizes (yes, adult sizes too!) in the blue barrel by Wesley Hall and in the per-
manent bin by Traditional Sanctuary. In addition to clothing, CTK accepts 
belts, shoes, hats and purses. Their most needed items are Boys size 8-10 clothing 
including pants and brand-new size small boys underwear. Boys are tough on 
clothes! There are also many opportunities to volunteer at Clothes to Kids by sorting 
clothing, as a floor associate, a “check out” clerk and an appointment setter. Back-
ground check required. Thank you for 7 van loads of donations in the month of Janu-
ary, including 460pr of new socks and 260pr of new underwear! 

Panther Pals program is a mentoring program at Ridgecrest Elementary that helps students in grades K-2 who 
are reading at grade level or are slightly at-risk. Volunteers read with students one-on-one, for approximately one hour, 
Monday through Friday mornings when school is in session. You may sign up for as little as one hour per week and 
anyone, ages 14+ can be a Panther Pal! Pinellas County School’s Background check required. Contact Jim Dyson for 
more information at jdysonla@gmail.com 

I hope you enjoyed reading about a few of our mission partners and check back for more updates. If you have a ques-
tion or a particular area in which you would like to serve – we have a mission partner for you! Contact the church office 
or missions@anona.com 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
mailto:missions@anona.com
mailto:volunteer@rcspinellas.org
mailto:jdysonla@gmail.com


 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: April 28 

The book to be reviewed in April is Howard’s End by E.M. Forster 
 

“Howards End is E. M. Forster’s classic story regarding social conventions of different strata 
of English society at the end of the 19th century. The story centers around three families; the 
Wilcoxes, a wealthy family who made their fortune in the American colonies; the Schlegels, 
three siblings, Margaret, Helen, and Tibby, who represent the intellectual bourgeoisie; and 
the Basts, a young struggling couple from a lower class background. The Schlegels are lively 
socialites whose spirited and active lifestyles bring them by chance into contact with the Wil-
coxes and the Basts. Through the entanglement between these three families, Forster mas-
terfully depicts the struggle between the upper and lower classes that would dominate Eng-
land at the end of the 19th century” (taken from Amazon.com).  

Plan ahead: The Sun Does Shine by E.M. Forster 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. *Meetings are typically held the 4
th
 Sunday of 

the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy 
readers for friendly discussions and on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, 

for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and 
share moments of joy or concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchil-
dren’s lives. On April 9, Sue Kotchman will be joining the group for a celebration of our one year 
'anniversary'. Sue has 32 years of elementary school experience in the public school system as 
a former teacher, curriculum specialist, and Principal. She is also an author of several books, 
two of which are about the special love of grandparents. The group meets on Tuesday morning 
each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC Youth Room. All are welcome, this is not limited to church members so 
please feel free to bring a friend who could use this time to grow friendships and receive support and encouragement. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

T’ai Chi qi gong—Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center   
This mind-body practice has value in prevention or treating of various health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT, SLOW MOTION EXERCISE. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month.  We always begin our meetings 
with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns & joys.  New recruits are always 
welcome.  As part of our outreach, we support “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. We will meet at 1:00 PM 
on Thursday, April 11 at Helen Rosebolt’s residence and we will enjoy a special presentation from a representative of 
Women on the Way.  Please contact Judy Crossman with questions. 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com  
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is a small group who meet for fellowship and activities. The group ’s 
mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted, provide information about Anona UMC and grow together 
spiritually. SSR’s meet October through March.  

The Sonseekers thank the pastors and leadership teams for their support of our small group this winter season.  We 
could not thrive without your support and encouragement.  

If you have any questions about our small group, please contact Ted Pinkerton at 513-739-9796 or pink-
ertd@miamioh.edu. 
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UMW Missions Opportunities for 2019 

(All proceeds from fundraisers go toward support of our Human 

 Trafficking and Migrant Ditty Bag projects.) 

Rada Cutlery can still be ordered online at https://

radafundraising.com/?rfsn=907174.69c74 and Anona Cooks! cookbooks are 

still available.  Please email Bertha Hein (bhein517@gmail.com) to order. 

Look for a new Schwan’s order opportunity in the next few weeks!  

We are currently accepting clothing, full size toiletries, bed linens (twin) and towels for our Miracles Outreach girls, as 

well as travel size toiletries, socks, pens and pencils, markers, and other items for the Ditty Bags we assemble for mi-

grant missions. (If you need a list of these items, please ask Jean Berry at the front desk.) 

Rachel Circle meets in the church Library at 1:00 pm on the 2
nd

 Thursday of months September-May.  Contact 

Kathy Bell-Bakewell at 727-580-5515 for information about Rachel Circle. 

Priscilla Circle meets at Noon on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of every month at the Glenwood Estates recreation center, 12501 

Ulmerton Road, Largo.  Call Karen Creamer 765-265-9406 for directions. 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join either of our circles.  

For men of all ages: Regional UMM Florida event – May 4, 2019, at First UMC in 
Spring Hill.  Check it out at https://ignitingmen.com/  “Awakening the Spiritual 
Warrior Within You”  Learn more: at https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida 

Anona’s Tuesday Morning Men’s Breakfast Group – Wesley Hall from 6:45 – 
7:45 am Tuesdays year round.  Breakfast by the Sea:  On April 21 this year we cele-
brate the risen Jesus Christ.  According the gospels, some 2,000 years ago, Jesus 
appears and reappears to his disciples at various places over the following 40 days 
before He ascends into Heaven.  After he appears to his disciples in an upper room 
in Jerusalem, he goes on to Galilee and, on the third occasion, is seen by John and 
Peter on the seashore preparing charbroiled fish over hot coals.  Jesus tells them, “Come and eat breakfast.”  John 21: 
1- 19. This is when Jesus calls on Peter to lead his church and feed His sheep.  Since that breakfast sometime after the 
first Easter, men (and women) have been meeting and having breakfast in prayer and fellowship in one spirit with our 
Lord Jesus.    

Christian tourists gathering along the Galilee Sea shoreline near the Church of St Peter’s 
Primacy, a Franciscan chapel which was built in 1933 to commemorate Jesus’ reinstate-
ment of Peter as head of the Apostles.   

Today there is a sign near this church and the seashore 
where Jesus likely cooked his fish breakfast.  It says “No 
Picnic” and “No swimming”.  Today Jesus would have need-
ed another spot around the Galilee Sea to commune with his 
followers.  And Peter and John might not have been able to 
swim ashore from their boat with their miracle fish catch.    

Modern day fisherman near the shore where Jesus met his disciples for the third time 
shortly after his resurrection.  

Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew meets on Thursday mornings to mow lawns, edge and 
trim, clean up, have breakfast and give thanks for the work God has called them to do. 
Come out on Thursday mornings and pitch in with these guys.  Please, heed the call.  7 
am Thursdays at Anona church. 

Anona’s All Pro Dads is looking for more dads and men to join the APD team four 
to six times a year at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30 am.  Contact Richard Landon 
at Richard@anona.com  or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext. 243.  Come see your chil-
dren doing good things, becoming good people, helping others, etc. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of multifunctional Worship 
Center) at 7 – 8 pm.  All men welcomed.  Hear the calls made by prophets of old about events prophesied and fulfilled 
and yet to be fulfilled. 

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona:  If you are interested in singing with the Anona 
Gospel Chordsmen+, contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237.  For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian 
Lennox at 727-482-8379.  Inquire at the Connection Desk for upcoming opportunities with Habitat for Humanity, Mission 
trips, Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) and Disaster preparedness and response with UMCOR. 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, May 1st at 10:30am and Sunday, May 5th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Ar-
ea). Our next Membership Sunday will be May 26th. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com 
or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 

Baptisms: 

2/23/19 Caleb Robert Schmitz 

2/24/29 Teagyn Faye Manown 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
04/01 Mathilda Schultz 
  Jean Steed  
04/02 Carol Walker 
04/07 Kay Langer 
04/08 Cricket Haddix 
04/09 Nancy Gackenbach 
  Ruth Spirko 
04/10 Sara Horch 
04/11 Jerry Dominick 
04/12  Carolyn Hooper 
  John Jones  
  John Snyder 
04/13 Dan Collett 
  Ken Weaver 
04/14 Pat Blandford 
  Jim Evans 
  Don Morrison 
  Bill Sowers  
04/15 Betsy Dort 
04/16 June Krout 
04/19 Tom Davis 
  Dot Smith 
04/22 Louis Grimm 
04/23 Jeanne Heubek 
04/24 Ruth Anderson 
  Shirley Munz 
  Jo Anne Sullivan 
04/25 Bob Bailey 
04/26  Carolyn Renz 
04/27 Ruth Coopwood 
  Vera Lawhon 
  Betty Smuts 
04/28 Joan Johansen 
04/29 Jan Murray 
04/30 Pat Harlow 
  Lois Mazzello 
 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Sharon Klose, who joined in 2015. 
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Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
04/01  Al & Kathy Bouchard 50 yrs. 
04/02 Bill & Lisa Stiffler 25 yrs. 
04/04 Harry & Lynn Jones 32 yrs. 
 Tim & Ruth McGee 32 yrs. 
04/05 Bill & Winnie McGill 49 yrs.  
 Jack & Jan Johnson 50 yrs. 
04/06 Ron & Linda Cinnamon 51 yrs. 
             Dave & Pat Lambert 56 yrs. 
             Wayne & Kathy Sincich 34 yrs. 
04/08    Michael & Mary Cimarik 25 yrs.  
04/09    John & Linda Kindrachuk 33 yrs. 
             John & Theresa Leinbach 36 yrs. 
04/10    Nick & Jena Fritsch 40 yrs. 
04/12    Mike & Evie Bowles 61 yrs.  
             Mike & Linda Wood 32 yrs.   
04/14    Steve &Karen Horning 39 yrs. 
04/17    Andy & Sandy Kedjierski 26 yrs. 
04/18    John & Rose Schultz 27 yrs. 
             Garry & Mary Watson 49 yrs.   
04/19 Herb & Mary Leslie 71 yrs. 
 Doug & Mary Manning 33 yrs. 
04/20 Rowe & Helen Hudson 52 yrs. 
04/22 David & Mary Halliday 41 yrs. 
             Don & Pat Morrison 64 yrs. 
04/23    Jon & Sheryl Harms 36 yrs. 
             Chris & Susie Moritz 53 yrs. 
04/24    Gary & Lori Beese 43 yrs. 
             Chuck & Jean Lutton 65 yrs. 
 Michael & Susan Nagy 38 yrs. 
 Tom & Cindy Showalter 32 yrs. 
04/25 Thomas & Paige Rapson 49 yrs. 
04/26    Bill & Jan Kniesly 40 yrs. 
             Will & Ginny LaBrant 50 yrs. 
04/27 Tom & Pat Blandford 62 yrs. 
 Rick & Lavern Flannigan 45 yrs. 
             Greg & Susan Walker 46 yrs. 
04/28 Kevan & Stacia Littlefield 29 yrs.  
04/29    Frank & Barbara Burkett 63 yrs. 
             Ralph & Nancy Pearsall 31 yrs. 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



 It’s easy for many of us to picture family and friends crowded around our bedsides when we find ourselves in the hos-
pital. Conversations might focus on encouragement, consolation, patience, fear, and disbelief – for those patients for-
tunate enough to have conversation. 

And that’s  only if family and friends can remember that a hospital room might not be the best place to bring up old is-
sues, chronic family disagreements or new problems. Instead of exploring ways to bring physical and emotional heal-
ing, that room can start to feel a lot like a cell. A visiting Stephen Minister at your side can make the stay a little bit 
friendlier. 

And you might be surprised at how many hospital patients have no one to call on them at all, tough conversation or 
not. The nearest relative might be in Cleveland or Denver.  

John Hires, Anona’s pastor emeritus, knew these kinds of things. When he would set out on his regular rounds of our 
area hospitals, it was to bring a measure of comfort to the scared, the angry, the bored, 
and those fearful of their own relatives. In other words, hospital patients had the same 
emotions as the rest of us, but there’s something about being sick and confined in a single 
room – vulnerable to whomever walks through your door -- that brings those emotions 
right to the top. 

Anona member Clara Wehrfritz noticed these things, too, when she was hospitalized her-
self in the mid-2000s. She observed weekends were even worse when doctors and staff 
were scarce and loved ones had other commitments. When she shared her observations 
with Rev. Hires, he got an idea. Would she want to help round out his visitations?  

Okay, you can see this coming: Long story much shorter, in those days they visited hospi-
tals, rehab centers, nursing homes – wherever the vulnerable might be. Over time, his 
decades of gentle pastoral presence and her Stephen Ministry listening skills yielded a 
truly compassionate outreach. Today, I think it underscores how Anona shares and 
spreads Christ’s presence for the transformation of the world. 

So call Anona if you or a loved one are heading to the hospital soon. We’d love to come 
by and say hello, share a prayer, catch up on Anona’s latest news. We’ll stay as long or 
as short as you’d like. John Hires used to say “A hospital patient’s thrill with seeing you come to visit them is exceeded 
only when they see you leave.” Sounds like John, right? 

David Rogers 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 
 

The Outbound Care Team makes connections each month with those that can no longer come to church.    If you or 

a member of your family is unable to get to Anona and would like to stay in touch with a personal visit each month, 

please call the church office and let us know.  If no one is available to take your call, press 225 during the recorded 

message to be transferred to the pastoral care office and leave a message.  You can now watch our service each 

Sunday at 11:10am on your computer or tablet.  Go to www.anona.com and click on the link for the live service. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, April 4 & 18, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area. No matter where you are in 

your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: johnjoan-

ie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106 or Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 727-458-6843. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Michael Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  5:00pm - Anona Nights in Worship Center 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Elmcroft of Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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 Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Anona Child Development Center  
Open Registration 

Call the school office, 593-5437  
or email: acdc@anona.com for information 

 
Palm Sunday—April 14 

 
Maundy Thursday—April 18 

Service in Traditional Sanctuary at 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday—April 21 
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