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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

The scriptural theme for August is “Wisdom”.  The scripture verse for the month in our Family Experience curriculum is 
James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him”.  James is the same writer that says in verse 22, “Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 
hears who delude themselves.   

Wisdom is not one thing, it’s two.  To be hearers of God’s word (wisdom) and doers.   

The illustration in the children’s curriculum is about the choices they make.  They show the example of the choice be-
tween a salad lunch and a fried fast food lunch.  This is a choice between healthy and unhealthy and we already have 
heard and understand the implications.  The choice between healthy and unhealthy has been taught to us.  It’s that 
second part of wisdom, the doing part that is being a doer not just a hearer.  Do we have the will, the discipline, the de-
sire to live a healthy holy life?  Does that matter enough to affect our lunch decision? 

Wisdom lives in our choices of friends, food, how we spend, how we vote, how we live out our days and live out our 
faith.  It pervades our every day and sometimes every hour. 

This month we will be discovering the scriptures teaching on wisdom in the following ways.   

 

August 5 Wisdom:  Doing or Being? James 1:5  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
As we explore our choices and God’s word, we will embrace the concept of what we do becomes who we are, and 
what we are steers what we do.  Developing holy habits is not a burden, but a pathway to joy and abundant life.  It is an 
upward spiral of hearing – doing – being that lifts us to a higher plane of Kingdom living.  My prayer for you for this Sun-
day is that worship affects your daily habits and decisions.  We might even experience a decision to live a holy life and 
dedicate ourselves to God in ways we have not considered “Holy”. 

August 12 The Wise See It Coming Proverbs 22:3 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
“The wise sees the bad coming and cover themselves, the seducible go on and suffer the consequences”  (Jack’s 
translation).  The translations of the bible clean up some problematic words and concepts.  The word seducible is often 
translated “simple” or “naive” or “foolish”.  That lacks the punch of the literal word used.  Wisdom is seeing it coming 
and acting according to principles.  That is where the word “Deducible” comes from.  “Not wise” is just going on any-
way.  My hope for you on this Sunday is to learn to give space for wisdom in you decision making so that you “See it 
coming” and don’t just keep going. 

August 19 Back 2 School Matthew 18:1-5  
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
It is back to school time: the books are in hand, the lunches are packed, the pencils are ready! As our community’s stu-
dents head back to school, this week we discover it’s time for us to go back to school as well.  

August 26  Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart Proverbs 3:5-6 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
Many of us would go ahead and sing, “and lean not on your own understanding”.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will direct your path.  This is the conclusion of the theme and an invitation to “in all your ways” acknowledge 
Him.  Some synonyms of acknowledge are:  recognize, defend, accept, agree, endorse, accede, acquiesce, ratify, own, 
allow, uphold approve, attest to defer to, subscribe to, and take an oath.  My prayer for you at the conclusion of this 
month’s theme is to make a decision to “in all your ways, acknowledge Him”.  
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Wisdom is a quality that can be hard to pinpoint, but you can certainly recognize quickly in a person.  It’s not just intelli-
gence; I’ve known some very intelligent people that lacked wisdom.  It’s not just experience; some folks have lots of ex-
perience but never seem to learn from it.  It’s not just common sense, people can do some things that appear to be ben-
eficial, but they have no concept of why it worked.  Wisdom seems to be a combination of all three, intelligence, experi-
ence, and common sense, plus other important traits, like insight, judgement, perception, compassion, ethics, benevo-
lence, self-awareness, and detachment from personal gain. 
 
The ancient Greeks and Romans highly valued wisdom as did Jewish culture. The Jewish Bible is divided into three sec-
tions, the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.  In the Writings are several books classified as Wisdom Literature, which 
include Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, some of the Psalms, and the Song of Solomon.  Jesus emphasized wisdom with his 
followers in his stories, parables and sermons.  He often reinforces the teachings of the old testament, and in a similar 
style to that of proverbs.  He sends his followers out to preach the good news with the warning that they will be among 
the wolves, so they need to be wise as serpents.  The Apostle Paul taught his followers there is both secular and divine 
wisdom and urged Christians to pursue the latter.   
 
Wisdom comes not in just understanding what is wise but doing what is wise.  This month our worship experience will 
focus on wisdom.  The Bible has lots of sage advice, and compelling reasons to seek wisdom as we build a closer rela-
tionship with our Lord and our God.  Let’s be wise hearers and doers of God’s will.   
 
There will not be a St. Mark’s Breakfast during the months of August and September.  Breakfast will resume the first Sat-
urday of each month in October.   
 
Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

No Game Night 
No Pancake Breakfast during August & Sept 
Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

We Are Ready! 
 
By the time this goes to print, we should be well underway 
with phase one of our Renovation Project! Our awesome 
Anona staff, Trustees Taskforce, Architect Ed Hoffman, and 
members of Berglund Construction are working closely to-
gether to bring much-needed renovations to our Traditional 
Sanctuary worship space, and I want to send a big thank 
you to all who are involved. 
 
I also want to thank our wonderful congregation who continue to support our 
church with their prayers, presence, gifts and service in the midst of construc-
tion. I am very thankful to see and experience your loving heart and flexible atti-

tude when walking with us through some of the challenges that are involved in any construction project. Your cheerful 
spirits and willing hearts are the example for all of us, as we handle the daily challenges that we face. You can learn 
more about the construction progress on our church website: www.anona.com/construction, as well as how you can 
claim your part of the puzzle in helping us to complete the work ahead. Thank you, and I’m looking forward for us to cel-
ebrate in September when the work is complete. See you Sunday! 

Jeremy 
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Michael Mobley 
mike@anona.com 

IMPORTANT DATES & WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

August 5th: Soft Launch Date 
Join us for our final soft launch gathering before the offi-
cial kick off to Anona Nights in Worship Center! 

August 19th: Official Launch Date! 
The main kick-off to Anona Nights happens at 5pm. In-
vite your friends, neighbors, family and more to experi-
ence a brand new style of worship at Anona, now hap-
pening every week starting August 19! You won’t want 
to miss it!  

We need your help! 
It takes a large team of dedicated leaders to pull off this 
experience at Anona Nights. We are looking for team 
members for hospitality, special events, community 
group hosts, tech team, kids’ min, and more. Visit 
anona.com/nights for details on how to get involved!  

Sermon Series: Together  

As  followers  of  Jesus,  we’re  part  of  a  movement  that  began  thou-
sands  of  years  ago—a  movement  that’s  still  alive  today!  It’s  called  
the  church.  In  this  series,  we’ll  explore  exactly  how  the  early  church  
began  this  movement: with a team. The truth is, on our own we can only 
do so much, but together, we can do more. Together we are braver, to-
gether we are better, and together we have a bigger impact. Join us for 
this series as we discover  that,  like  the early church,  we  can  move  
forward  further  and  faster  when  we’re  following  Jesus  together.   

Remember this: By  this  everyone  will  know  that  you  are  my  disci-
ples,  if  you  love  one  another. JOHN 13:35 

Note: Anona Nights creates sermon series in connection to our Student 
Ministry so families can study the same subject together. Student Ministry 
applies the topic directly to a teenager’s perspective, and our adult Com-
munity Groups will take the topic deeper from an adult’s perspective. 
We’re excited for our families to grow together!  
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Rock the Universe 
September 7-8 

Join us for a weekend of fun and  
worship at Universal Studios Orlando! 

Rock the Universe is an annual  
Christian concert with a lineup of some 

of your favorite artists. This year’s 
lineup includes Jesus Culture, Lauren 
Daigle, Trip Lee, Casting Crowns and 

more. Students will have access to 
 Universal rides and attractions in  
between concerts sessions, too.  

 
Go to anona.com/youthevents for  

details and registration!  

Sermon Series: Together 

 
As  followers  of  Jesus,  we’re  part  of  a  movement  that  began  
thousands  of  years  ago—a  movement  that’s  still  alive  today!  
It’s  called  the  church.  In  this  series,  we’ll  explore  exactly  how  
the  early  church  began  this  movement: with a team. The truth is, 
on our own we can only do so much, but together, we can do more. 
Together we are braver, together we are better, and together we 
have a bigger impact. Join us for this series as we discover  that,  
like  the early church,  we  can  move  forward  further  and  faster  
when  we’re  following  Jesus  together.   
 
Remember this: By  this  everyone  will  know  that  you  are  my  
disciples,  if  you  love  one  another. 

JOHN 13:35 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 
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Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

                                   Summer ends, and a New Year Begins  

For many of us it is difficult to say good-bye to summer. For those of us with children, change in the family routine is 
about to rock our world. But, if we take just a minute to be a S.T.A.R. and stop, take a deep breath, and relax … we can 
see the excitement of the next school year just around the corner!   

Our School Family is celebrating a wonderful summer of camps and adventures while looking forward to a new year 
filled with young children eager to laugh, and learn, and grow. In just a couple of weeks, our teachers will be welcoming 
children into their new School Family. Some will be “experienced” preschoolers and some will be coming to school for 
the very first time. For some, this change will come easily. For others, this change will be more challenging.   

Change can be hard for many of us.  It can be particularly challenging for children. Children need the safety of knowing 
what to expect next. How can we help prepare our children for success? Rituals and Routines are the cornerstones.   

Rituals are the intentional moments, the little things you do, to connect with your child. These rituals establish 
their sense of belonging, love, and security. They learn they are safe and loved. They can handle change or challenge. 

Routines are the consistent patterns of expectations we establish in our homes that help a child know what to 
expect and what comes next, helping to diminish the fear of the unknown. This understanding helps them feel comforta-
ble and safe in their environment. Consistency is the key.   

It is through your connections and that sense of security, feeling safe and loved, that a child can learn to manage their 
upsets and overcome difficulties and challenges, 

What are your rituals, those little things you do to connect with your child? For some it is a special song you sing togeth-
er. For others it’s a special snuggle and a kiss. Maybe it’s a silly good-bye wave. Be consistent. Do them every day. 

Establish your family’s School Day morning routine. Talk about it with your child. What works for your family? Have your 
child help you make a visual schedule. Take pictures of them waking up, getting dressed, eating breakfast, brushing 
their teeth, etc. Start practicing it now so that on the first day of school, your child will already know what to expect and 
what will come next.  

Change can be hard. Stop, take a deep breath, and relax and model “We can handle it!” 

We have a few spots left in our Preschool and Elementary Programs. Call the school office for details! (593.KIDS)  
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Discover: I think we would all agree that going God ’s way is best, but when things get hard, it’s not so easy, as we 
will see with Jonah, Naaman, Josiah, and Gideon. When we know how much God loves us, we can go His way no mat-
ter how hard it is. God’s way is perfect.  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. For August, we are exploring how God ’s way is 
perfect.  2 Samuel 22:31, NIrV   
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, 

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of Family Trek is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn to discover 
God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information please reach out to April 
Maitner at nursery@anona.com or at 727-742-8171. 

The next stage of Family Trek is Explore: 
 where children Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their relationship with God.  



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Are you ready to try something different this summer? If you want to slow down 
for even just ½ hour, join us at 10:45 on Sunday mornings in the historic Anona 
Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  

We are a small group of worshippers that have grown together as “family”; we 
are always eager to welcome new-comers. When is the last time that you expe-

rienced “Be Still and Know”… that He is God.? Join us after worship for coffee and conversation as we prepare to head 
back in to “busy-ness” renewed & refreshed. Questions? Contact Bert & Judy Crossman at 
bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship 

Join us in September as we continue and complete our study: You Can’t Take It with You, so how 
do we live out our lives with meaning and purpose.  Each lesson is a stand-alone class and requires 
no previous participation.  We are using the book “Have You Ever Seen a Hearse Pulling a Trailer?” 
by well known author and minister James W. Moore.  Join us on the following dates as we discuss: 

Date         Title                                                 Scripture                                    
7/12         Chapter 4 – Live Victoriously          Psalm 42                            
9/06 Intro  and review of previous lessons    
9/13        Chapter  8 – Live Serenely Matthew 27: 11-14 
9/20        Chapter  9 – Live Patiently Mark 15: 21-32 
9/27 Chapter 10 – Live Purposefully     Matthew 6: 25-33 
10/4 Chapter 11 – Live Uniquely 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11 
10/11 Chapter 12 – And Trust God for Tomorrow      Acts 2: 37-42 

Time: 6:30pm - 7:30pm - Room 110 
Materials: $10, scholarships available 

 

POV – (Point of View):  A 3 week experience that explores how we talk about controver-
sial issues where Christians have come to different understandings and interpretation of scrip-
ture.  The goal of POV is a high goal.  We are not seeking to agree with one another, we are 
seeking to understand one another.  This will be a space where the spirit of division in our cul-
ture is left behind and replaced by a spirit of listening, inquiry, reflection and connection.  The 
United Methodist church meets in a special called General Conference in 2019 to deal with the 
language about homosexuality in our Book of Discipline.  This class seeks to help us grow in empathy, understanding, 
and generative dialogue as we make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Dates:  Wednesdays  Sept 19, 26, and Oct 3 
Time:  10:30a -Noon or 6:30 – 8pm Room 110 

Mark these dates in October:   

An Introduction to the United Methodist Church.  This will be a 5 week Video based study designed to acquaint 
people with the structure, mission, and beliefs of the United Methodist church.  We will learn about John Wesley, his the-
ology, the sacraments of the church and how United Methodist do church.  This will be a good opportunity for those from 
other Christian traditions to come to a greater understanding of the people called “Methodist” and for long time members 
to refresh their knowledge as we seek to serve our God through Anona United Methodist Church. 

Dates:  Thursdays – October 18 – November 15, 2018 
Time:  6:30 – 8pm  Room 110  



Sun Mon Tue Wed

   1 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

5            RCS Food Pantry 

12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  5:00 PM Anona Nights   

  6:00 PM Youth Group      

    

6 

6:30 PM Church Council 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

7 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

8 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Mission Meeting

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

12        Change 4 Change   
6:00 PM Youth Group    

13   First Day of School Pinellas 

5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

 

14 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

15 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

19 

5:00 PM Anona Nights         

6:00 PM Youth Group      

20 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

              Worship Committee 

21 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

22 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

26 

5:00 PM Anona Nights         

6:00 PM Youth Group      

6:30 PM Book Club 

27 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

28 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM  Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

 

29 

  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out, 

                 Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew “n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

2 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  6:30 PM Have You Ever Seen a Hearse  

                 Pulling a Trailer 

 

3 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

4 

 

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Mission Meeting 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

9 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

 

10      
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

11 

7:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

16 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

17 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

18 

9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

23 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

24 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

25 

9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

30 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

31 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, voice, and music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or con-
tact Director Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

FALL LESSONS:  School studies and music studies go hand in hand – studies have proven that students who study 
music have consistently higher overall grades.  Now is the perfect time to sign up for lessons on that instrument you’ve 
been yearning to learn! FALL SCHEDULE begins on Monday, August 13, 2018.  Contact Sandy to signup.  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW GUITAR TEACHER:  We are so pleased that Michael Mobley is now teaching guitar for the 
Academy.  Michael is a multi-instrumentalist, and is directing, along with other staff, the new Sunday night worship ser-
vice, Anona Nights.  Thank you, Michael, for sharing your talents with us! 

VIOLIN LESSONS now available with Academy teacher Alison Banmally, an excellent violinist and former student of 
the esteemed Dr. James Enright, now gone to be with the Lord. 

DONATIONS: The Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE:  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship lessons will be available for 
the foreseeable future. If you or your child wishes to take music lessons but you do not have the financial means to do 
so, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above phone/email.   

SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS: Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Chris-
tian musicians. Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with 
“Academy Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/
Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall/FX).  Thank you!!   

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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…And the Wisdom to Know the Difference 

Serenity is defined as the state of being calm, peaceful and untroubled. Who has a life like that? Well, 
not many. That’s why we have a prayer for it. It is within the prayer that the true wisdom resides. Let’s 

discover it. 

To Accept The Things I Cannot Change: 

These things are: What other people say, do and think. 

A great deal of serenity is lost attempting to change the things 
you cannot change. People fuss, fight, cry and hold their broken 
hearts in their hands trying to change something about another person. The worst 
heartbreaks occur when there is the illusion of the ability to exercise control over 
another rather than to come to acceptance that you cannot change what other 
people say, do or think. 

The Courage to Change the Things I can: 

Repeat after me. “These are the only things I can change: My Words, My Actions and My Thoughts.” 

Serenity can be achieved by a deep understanding that YOU have the power, the choice, and the responsibility to 
change your words, actions and thoughts. Especially thoughts. Keep thinking new thoughts until you feel a positive shift 
in your emotions. This ability we have truly is a gift from God. But the most elusive gift is The Wisdom to Know the Dif-
ference. 

The wisdom to know the difference – choosing yourself as the focal point for change rather than the frustration of at-
tempting to control another person. The wisdom to know the difference – when you discern between what you cannot 
control and what you can. 

In this wisdom there is strength. In this wisdom there a sense of calm. In this wisdom there is peace. Live this wisdom. 

Have this life. From the serenity of my office to the desired-serenity of your heart,                         Dina Meitner, LCSW 

 

 

 



Hands of Healing—Guatemala Medical Mission—Shayla’s Story (part 2) 

The thought of travel can be scary, especially when it means leaving behind our families and the 
comforts we are used to. It’s a giant leap out of your comfort zone and in to a personal reflection of 
what comfort can be. Missionary work is both a blessing and challenge of the heart. In the US the 
term Poverty lacks a tangible reference for most of us. We are a country of plenty. Don’t get me 
wrong, this country is amazing, we are very blessed to live here. However, we are also a little na-
ive to the abundance we have.  

If you have never been on a mission trip, prepare to be humbled. Prepare to be touched by the 
power God can give to his children through contentment. I saw poverty, as a simple base of pos-
sessions for daily life, and I saw the lack there of. What I did not see was a bitter angle when the people of the areas 
we served looked at their surroundings. Yes they know they are poor, but they also know the meaning of community 
connection. The people were so close to each other. They were happy, content even. Maybe they put frustration aside 
to comfort their children with a reassuring hug. Either way they were genuinely warm and receptive to our arrival and 
help. 

Every single day the residents of each new village sought out treatment and were overwhelmingly grateful for anything 
we could do. Our available supplies were used to the fullest extent. We saw men, women, and children in desperate 
need of the basics of medical and dental care. Our dentist treated women who had lost teeth from lack of available nu-
trition having sacrificed what was available for their families. I met a young girl who was excited about school after re-
ceiving glasses, now seeing clearly for the first time. I saw a father caring for his son not well and in need of medical 
evaluation.  

At first it’s difficult to get out of the mind set of the United States. I had to remind myself that what we bring is only what 
they will have available to them after we leave. We need to treat, teach and leave less overwhelming conditions than 
when we arrived. I truly feel we beneficially impacted those we encountered. I wished to have done more, but on the 
same note, we did so much.   

-Shayla Bailey 

If you are interested in getting involved or contributing to the Hands of Healing medical mission team efforts, please 

contact Cindi Thomas or Scott Magness. Visit us online: anona.com/missions for contact information. 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE 
August 12th! 

 

A Student Ministry small group will be collecting 
your spare change to support a number of mission  
projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 

 
NEXT BUILD is:  

August 11th 
8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.  

No construction experience required.  
You are also welcome to invite a friend.  
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Clothes to Kids Collections throughout August!! 

Clothes To Kids provides new and quality used clothing to low-income or 
in crisis school-age children in Pinellas County, free of charge. When 
Jode Eye and Marie McClung founded Clothes To Kids in 2002, their idea 
was to create a cheerful store environment where families and children 
would be treated with dignity and respect. Since then, Clothes To Kids 
has distributed more than 100,000 wardrobes to school children in Pinel-
las County. Research shows that children, who go to school wearing 
clothes that make them feel like they fit in, perform better academically 
than those who don’t. In addition to donating clothes, money donations 
also help to buy new clothing. Just $50 provides a week’s worth of cloth-
ing to a child in need. The 6th & 9th grade small groups, along with help 
from volunteers throughout the year, weigh the collected clothing and deliver it to Clothes To Kids. During the month of 
August, collection bins will be set out near the FX Theater, the Contemporary Sanctuary and the Traditional Sanctuary. 
We also accept donations all year-long at the entrances to Traditional and Wesley Hall. Please be sure to support this 
important mission. Clothe a child, change a life! 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: August 26 
 
August book: Lila by Marilynne Robinson 
Anona Book Club Welcomes All 
 
Discussion August 26, 2018 at 6:30PM in the Bride’s Room: Lila. 
 

From Amazon: “Marilynne Robinson, one of the greatest novelists of our time, returns to the 
town of Gilead in an unforgettable story of a girlhood lived on the fringes of society in fear, 
awe, and wonder.” 
Plan ahead: September’s book is On Green Dolphin Street by Sebastian Faulks. 
As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. Meetings are typically 
held the 4th Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the 
Sanctuary. Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and on-going 
learning.  
 
Questions? Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly  
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise 
version of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable 
to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 
minute miles add up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably 
with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and join us Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewithmolly@gmail.com 
 
It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
Many grandparents are finding themselves in high level support roles, helping their 
children raise their own children. Grandparents are becoming more and more involved 
in their grandchildren’s lives: daycare, primary caregivers, transporters, you name it, grandparents do it. This group is a 
place for grandparents to share in their joy and concerns about these roles while sharing ideas and resources. Want to 
know more about this group, contact Lee McAuliffe 224-501-5809 or Sandy O’Bryant 727-688-2612.  Come experience 
support and blessings, Tuesdays at 10:30 in the youth room. 
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm—on Summer Break until September 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten, 727-804-1375, for more information. 
 
Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Nancy Wooten, 727-804-1375. 
 
Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) is a small group who meets for fellowship and activities.  The group ’s 
mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted, provide information about Anona, and grow together spiritu-
ally. SSR’s meet October through March. If interested in participating contact Ted Pinkerton, pinkertd@miamioh.edu for 
additional information. Have a blessed summer, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall. 
 
Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (will resume in Oct) 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month (currently on summer recess and 
will resume this fall, October).  We always begin our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellow-
ship, and sharing our concerns & joys. We also contribute to “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New re-
cruits are always welcome. The next meeting will be at the residence of Marie Krampert on October 11. Please contact 
Judy Crossman with questions: 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com. 
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Men’s Ministries for, with, and by Men of Anona 

Anona’s Lawn Care Crew needs some more people: mowing, trimming, or edging. Just show 
up Thursday morning at 7 am. Equipment is provided. 

LAST CALL Igniting Men Conference – AUGUST 25, 2018 - Edgewater United Methodist Church, 
Port Charlotte, FL. From 8:30 am until 3:00 pm.      Call 941-240-1636 or  Visit https://ignitingmen.com for tickets!      

Fall 2018 Men’s Expedition “Manhood is a Team Sport”   Oct 19-20, 2018. Information at: https://ummflconf.org 

WISDOM:   As a young and newly appointed king over God ’s people, Solomon could have had anything he want-
ed.   God would have given it to him.  Fame?  Fortune?   A fast chariot with a mighty steed?    Strength?   Power?   
Honor?   Immortality?      He chose none of these.    Instead, Solomon chose knowledge and wisdom to rule God’s 
people.      And God responded, “therefore wisdom and knowledge have been granted to you, and I will also give you 
riches and wealth and honor unlike anything given to the kings before you or after you…”   2 Chronicles 1:12   And Sol-
omon grew and became a wise king.  Later on he passed a lot of his wisdom onto many of his young men in the Book 
of Proverbs.    This book is valuable in mentoring young men today.    Chapter 1 teaches young men to avoid so-called 
friends who want to plot and plan to ambush and harm innocent victims.  Chapter 2 teaches young men to choose the 
right way and avoid the seduction of people who lure them into paths leading to darkness and destruction.  All of Prov-
erbs compares the ways of the righteous and the wise against the ways of lazy and careless fools.       Jesus talks 
about the broad way or gate that leads to destruction verses the narrow way or gate, that leads to eternal life.     Isn’t 
this the trend in today’s world – for fools to follow the most popular and easiest paths?    While the wise rely on God’s 
Word to lead the wise through the narrow least popular paths in life?   

The 2018-2019 School Year is upon us. Anona’s All Pro Dads program is looking for more dads and men to 
join the APD team. This is a four to six times a year commitment that happens at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30 
am. Contact Rev. Richard Landon at Richard@anona.com or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext 243. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings at 7 – 8 pm. All men welcomed. 
Anona’s Tuesday Morning Men’s Breakfast Group – Meets from 6:45 – 7:45 am every Tuesday year round. 

Other opportunities at Anona: Singing in Worship, becoming a Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, helping 
care for the campus grounds on our Lawn crew. Contact the Church office 727-595-2581 or visit: anona.com. 
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Use the Nut Form to the left to order 

your nuts for all your baking and  

holiday needs! Simply Cut the form 

out of the magazine, mark your  

selections, and submit payment as 

indicated on the form. Your  

purchases help us to further the  

many missions your UMW supports. 

 

Orders must be received by 9/15 

Pick up will be Nov 11 & 18 

 

Thank you & Blessings 

to all! 

 

 



Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, August 1st at 10:30am and Sunday, August 5th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellow-
ship Area). Our next Membership Sunday is September 30th at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to 
hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Our Capital Campaign ‘For Every Generation’ continues as does the Traditional Sanctuary Construction. There is 
still time to claim your piece to the puzzle by visiting our pledge page online: anona.com/puzzle. As of print, we 
are 20% to reaching our goal of $350,000. You have the ability to make donations: one-time, weekly over six 
months, or monthly over six months to help fit every budget. Your generous gift will help improve our campus and 
be the inviting, safe church we all desire.  

New Members: 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 

Baptisms: 

Carson Edward Parinello Karen Creamer 
Sara Horch 

For Every Generation 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
08/01 Jim Harlow 
  Tom Holliday 
08/02 Jack Sonnenberg 
08/05 Judy Lee 
08/06 Fred Carr 
  Bill Gillespie 
  Tony Isch 
  Leslie Keenon 
08/07 Marge O’Day 
  Mabel Tryner 
08/08 Jean Nothmann 
08/09 Bebe Allwood  
  Marie Martin 
08/11 Margaret Gillespie 
08/13 Bob Aarvig 
08/14 Joan Boulay 
08/16  Pat Lumley 
08/17 Michael Nascimben 
08/18 Sylvia Walker 
  Helen Wilson 
08/19 Donald Rohring 
  Dorothy Ward 
08/20 Margaret Bluze 
  Bob Hilleary 
08/21 Pat Dominick 
  Betty Williams 
08/24 Dwayne Best 
  Evelyn Breheney 
08/25 Bill Sayres 
08/27 Jean Cornillaud 
  Connie Crowley 
  Barbara Sowers 
08/30 Lawrence Edington 
  Terry Tome 
  Rose Wise 
  Dolores Wolsey 
 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
 
 
The Family of Olive Bagot, who joined in 1973. 
 
The Family of Jeanette Maynard, who joined in 1956. 
 
The Family of Vicki Wilson, who joined in 2011. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
08/01 Jim & Susan Cordea 59 yrs. 
 Ron & Pam Putnam 36 yrs. 
 Jeffrey & Sandra VanGuilder   37 yrs. 
08/03 Don & Jan Kucerik 44 yrs. 
 Mac & Erna Leadbeater 55 yrs. 
 Chuck & Betty Oldanie 50 yrs. 
 Rich & Lee Zeh 50 yrs. 
08/04 Jeff & Karen Gonzalez 28 yrs. 
 Ray & Bonnie Spencer 42 yrs. 
08/05 David & Peg Frushour 28 yrs.  
 Chuck & Janet Hooks 68 yrs. 
08/06 Dick & Nancy Bennett 64 yrs. 
 William & Loraina Grace 34 yrs. 
08/07 Joe & Jenni Sullivan 25 yrs.  
 Steven & Vicki Vann-Berstein 35 yrs. 
08/08 Dan & Donna Miller 27 yrs. 
08/11 Jim & Kelly Goss 28 yrs. 
 Tim & Vickie Miller 28 yrs. 
 Jim & Sandy Scott 54 yrs. 
08/12 Bob & Lynne Garren 46 yrs. 
 Randy & Linda Koser 57 yrs. 
08/13 Roger & Maureen Dietz 35 yrs. 
 Tom & Vivian Smith 51 yrs. 
 Bud & Lisa Williams   40 yrs. 
08/14 Steve & Karen Dobosz 53 yrs. 
 Lyle & Sally Gourley 65 yrs. 
 Hurst & Mary Belle Mitten 58 yrs. 
08/15 Kent & Carla Crow 37 yrs. 
 Dick & Carolyn Karol 54 yrs. 
08/17 Dale & Sandi Delaney 33 yrs. 
08/19 Michael & Sylvia Nascimben 51 yrs. 
08/20 Lamar & Cynthia Sprouse 30 yrs. 
08/21 Thom & Shari Brown 53 yrs. 
 Tom & Luell Chapman  47 yrs. 
 Bill & Peggy Junkin 54 yrs. 
08/23 John & Nancy Allen 43 yrs. 
08/24 Larry & Pam Williams 50 yrs. 
08/25 Curt & Donna Howard 39 yrs. 
 Ian & Charmaine Lennox 66 yrs. 
08/26 Tom & Debby Croom 40 yrs. 
 Scott & Allison Hayden 29 yrs. 
 Jim & Liz Kirkman 63 yrs. 
 David & Linda Whisennant 29 yrs. 
08/28 Don & Debbie Antenucci 47 yrs. 
 Steve & Elaine DalSasso 45 yrs. 
 Verne Peterson&Vada Mae Eder  27 yrs. 
08/29 Jerry & Pat Dominick   59 yrs. 
08/30 Donald & Eileen Wares 66 yrs. 
08/31 Ron & Pat Ackerman   55 yrs. 
 Bob & Judy Bailey 27 yrs. 
 David & Geri-Kay Lumbard   56 yrs. 



I am not sure I can put into words what is occurring within me other than to say I am transforming from a person who 
felt every aspect of my life was a hopeless mess to knowing that because of God’s love, my life is truly hope filled.  

For so many years, I thought I could fix and control everything, but I was failing miserably; no thought or plan or ‘fix’ 
was working. I was falling fast toward the bottom of life’s dark pit, grasping sides of a deep well and sliding further into 
the hole. I was sad, unhappy, consumed with worry and angry most days.  

Then God began the nudges, gentle at first but later these nudges became more like slaps.  

My transformation began with me thinking, “Well, all the therapies haven’t done anything, so maybe going to church 
might help.” I walked through the doors of Anona in the fall of 2016. Remembering my own childhood in church, and 
still trying to “fix” it, I hoped it might help the two kiddos. (gentle nudge)  

We attended the FX service, and it was good. The kids enjoyed it, and even I went home feeling excited. For months 
we attended regularly, and I left each week sensing a new calmness. (gentle nudge) But the calmness was short 
lived— sometimes ending at the parking lot. A troubled little boy would have a meltdown, and once again I would be-
come angry Mrs. Fix-it-all. I was puzzled. “Why isn’t this God thing working? How can I leave the church feeling peace 
and moments later be drowning again?” I wanted more of these times of peace, but how do I go about getting that? 
(Now the nudges were coming more often.)  

Then in May 2017, I got a darn good God slap …… to be continued in the September issue of Anona Magazine.  
 

Cathi Helm 

Hopeless to Hopeful 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 
 

Matthew 25:36,39-40 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 

you came to visit me.'  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'   And the king will answer 

them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.'   

 

Jesus clear message to his followers is to treat all people well, but especially those who are in need or have fallen 

into difficult situations.  Our Hospital Visitation Team is out every day to follow Jesus call to minister to our Anona 

family.  We have prayer teams that are ready to pray for you as well.  When you go into the hospital, even if it ’s for a 

quick ‘day surgery’, let the church office know so we can pray for you.  If you’re not up to having visitors, let us know, 

and we’ll respect your wishes.  You can call the church number at any time, day or night and when no one is availa-

ble to take your call, press 225 during the recorded message.  You will be transferred to the pastoral care office 

where you can leave a message.  This extension is monitored three times a day so that we can respond to our con-

gregations needs quickly. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, August 16, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: 

johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or 727-366-4106 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Mike Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Worship Center 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Worship Center 

  5:00pm - Anona Nights in Worship Center 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Back to School Kickoff—August 12 
We celebrate our kids and pray for them as they begin 
a new school year. Blessings to the kids, families, and 
teachers as they embark on another school adventure! 

 
Official Launch of Anona Night: August 19 

We have had a few amazing soft launches throughout the 
summer months with one more preview service on Aug 5. 

You are invited to experience this new worship style at 
5pm in the Worship Center on Aug 5 & Aug 19+. 

 
Worship Arts Day Camp—Aug 3 

Kids 1st-8th grade can learn songs, dance steps,  
and drama skits for FX the following Sundays.  

Register online: anona.com/kidsevents 
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Thank You to Teacher Breakfast Donors & Volunteers! 
 

A special thank you to all those who donated toward the 
May Teacher appreciation breakfast. We served close to 300 
teachers from 4 of our local elementary schools as well as our 
own Anona Christian Development Center. Thank you to the 
members who volunteered their time, or donated gift cards, and 
to the local businesses including several of the Belleair Bluffs 
Plaza 100 stores were essential in a successful event. Please 
remember to shop local and pray for our students & our teach-

ers as the school year begins once again. 


