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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

What if we’re wrong.  What if the steering truth we believe in within our core world view isn’t true.  That’s disillusion-
ment; the discovery that a firmly held belief is not true.  I want to make a case for it this month.  I think it can be a good 
thing.  To “repent” and turn from wrong thinking toward the reality of truth is a practice that can be the compass to steer 
by as we enter this next year (thinking School Year).  Heavy.   

Richard will be leading us back to school on the 18th.  I’m spending the rest of the month on areas of disillusionment 
that can fake us out, distract us from what’s important, and even take our life off course. 

The first is the focus on the worst possible scenario.  Although wise to consider, and even prudent, the worst is only 
one of the possibilities.  As both Mark Twain and Thomas Jefferson have stated, most of our troubles we agonized over 
didn’t happen.  What does scripture say to that? 

The next is putting lots of time and effort into things that don’t matter.  Most concerns are transient.  I refer you to Ste-
phen Covey’s four quadrants.  Half of the four are about things that are not important.  Do we spend half our lives fo-
cused on that which will simply go away by itself?  Our illusion is that it is important.  Let’s check that.     

Finally, what do we mean when we say “Eternal”.  The definition is “Lasting or existing forever; without end or begin-
ning”.  Do we have a body/place/building/dwelling place in heaven that has always been and always will be?  The word 
in Greek scripture (aionios) means literally that.  That thought could really be a hard reset for our way of thinking. 

 
                                                                                                                                                              

. 
 

 

August 4   Premeditatio Malorum Psalm 91:1-16   
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
Greek philosophy blended with the Christian faith early.  Even in the formation of our current scripture we see that 
blend and wonder at the cultural influence of the writer.  However on the above question scripture and philosophy differ.  
Stoics in particular were taught to meditate on the worst that could happen.  The Scripture on the other hand reassures 
us of God’s watch care and providence over us that is past our understanding.  We can trust in God’s care for us in all 
circumstance.  My prayer for you on this Sunday is to “Trust in the Lord with all your Heart and Lean Not on your own 
understanding”.  

August 11 Transience Psalm 39:4-7 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
One of John Hires (and Richard Landon’s) favorite scriptures is Isaiah 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of the Lord endures forever”.  What is temporary and what is permanent?  Should that shape how we see 
things and make priorities?  Again, the disillusionment may be helpful.  We may be trying to wash Styrofoam in the 
dishwasher.  We may be trying to make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear (gross, but a great analogy).  All that glitters is 
not gold and all that attracts our attention doesn’t deserve it.  My prayer for you on this Sunday is to “Turn your eyes 
upon Jesus”.  

August 18 Back to School Matthew 18:1-5  
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
It is back to school time: the books are in hand, the lunches are packed, the pencils are ready! As our church and com-
munity’s students head back to school, this week we discover it’s time for us to go back to school as well.  

August 25 Eternal 2 Corinthians 5:1 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens”.  Body concern.  It haunts us.  Am I too _____ (what did you put in the space?).  Am I 
sick?  Am I old?  The “I” is deceiving because that body is just the earthly tent you live in.  It’s not “you”.  Even the con-
dition of your body is not “your” condition, but we think that way.  “Who will deliver us from this body of death?”  The 
scripture would call that “victory”.  
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Disillusionment can come in different forms. Have you ever gone to a restaurant and you wanted that particular dish be-

cause you remember how spectacular it tasted the last time you had it.  Then you get it and it’s nothing like what you 

expected or remembered.  I went back to a childhood home (I lived there from the age of 2 until 7) and was looking for-

ward to seeing the huge front yard where I had great memories of playing for hours.  As it turned out, it was a postage 

stamp size front yard.  I couldn’t believe that it was that small, and by the way, the house looked a lot smaller too.   

 

We can get disillusioned with out work, with our friends, with a business that doesn’t treat us right, with technology, with 

love, even with our family.  We can be very disappointed from the discovery that something is not as good as we be-

lieved it should be.  We can decide how to react to our disillusionment.  We can take a lesson from Thomas Edison, who 

could have felt like he failed 1000 times before inventing the light bulb, but instead viewed it as an invention that took 

1000 steps.  

 

Many times, the hardest disillusionment we face is when we realize that a belief or an ideal is false.  In our faith, we have 

often believed the simple things we were taught as children (age appropriate information) that we later questioned or 

refused to question because it threatened our beliefs and our world view. We again have a choice to make, face it and 

wrestle with it and come to a new understanding or ignore it and not face reality.  The Apostle Paul, once called Saul, 

had his religious view turned upside down.  He once persecuted Christians, but when faced with an encounter with Je-

sus, turned and because a leader of Christians.  Are you facing disappointment and disillusionment in your faith journey?  

Join us this month as we study scripture and talk about disillusionment.  What have you got to lose? 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—August 3rd, 8am to 10am, $4  
Thrift Store reopens August 3, 9-noon 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast benefits St. Mark’s Missions 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit various missions. 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

SPIRITUAL TUNE-UPS 

 

I must confess, that I am not the best at keeping our family cars tuned-up and running smoothly. A little while back I was 

driving my trusted little Hyundai (115,000 miles and still running) to a lunch meeting, and heard the loud hiss of a tire 

rapidly deflating. I was lucky enough to get the car pulled over into a parking lot before the tire went completely flat. After 

getting the spare on (thanks, Dad) I drove it to my mechanic, who not only had to replace two of the tires (another one 

was ready to go), he also included a long list of maintenance items that have been sorely neglected over time. 

 

Sometimes I find that our spiritual lives can also be in need of a tune-up. In this busy, fast-paced world we often find our-

selves neglecting the very things that feed and grow us spiritually because of the constant demands on our time and 

energy. My prayer for you and I this summer is that we make time to experience Psalm 46:10 - Be still and know that I 

am God. Finding time to be still, and to tune our hearts to God through times of prayer, worship, and scripture study can 

be the very tune-ups in our spiritual journey that can prepare us for those “flat tire” moments in our life.  

 

See you Sunday for a tune-up! 

Rev. Jeremy Herrington 
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Let’s Celebrate the New School Year with a Bash!! 

 
August 18

th
- Back to School with Proximity!  

 
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH!  
Everyone wants a GREAT start to a new school year- with new friends, old friends, and tons of fun! That’s why we’re 
throwing our annual Back to School Bash on Sunday, August 18

th
 during Youth Group! We’ll have food, inflatables, and 

games for students and leaders to enjoy as we embark on another school year together. ALL are welcome, so bring your 
friends! 
 
NEW YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE! 
On August 18

th
, we’ll also be debuting our NEW Youth Group Schedule! To get the details for the new schedule, go 

online to anona.com/youth or check our social media accounts. You can find us @anonayouth. See you on August 18
th
! 

Youth Group Sermon Series – 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 
The idea of prayer can be intimidating. 
How do you really TALK to God? Is 
there a right way or a wrong way? 
Where do you even start? A long time 
ago, Jesus’ best friends had the same 
kind of questions and confusions 
when it came to prayer. So, they 
asked Him, He answered, and the 
answer He gave has become what we 
now call The Lord’s Prayer. Join us 
this month as we take a deeper look 
at this famous prayer and discover 
more about the heart behind it, togeth-
er. 

Middle School & High School Bible Study - Wednesdays 5:30-6:30pm 

Middle School and high school students meet in separate groups to learn more about how 
to interpret and apply God’s Word found in scripture. This is an opportunity for students to 
dive a little deeper into scripture than they would normally find on Sunday nights. (Doors 
open at 4:30pm for café). 
 

Middle School & High School Bible Study - Wednesdays 5:30-6:30pm 

Join us for a time to hand out in a safe environment, play some crazy games, share a meal 
together, and worship with our youth band. Also, we break into grade specific small groups 
and dive into relevant topics in dialogue with each other led by a great team of Adult Small 
Group Leaders. Bring your friends and we’ll see you Sunday! 



Facebook.com/AnonaFX @anonafx 
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Fun, Food, and Friends 

 join together at  

Village Inn on August 12 
 

Details to come, connect with us on 

Facebook and Instagram 

Jamie@anona.com 



Marion Denton - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

 Summer Ending … and a New School Year Beginning!  

Our School Family is celebrating a wonderful summer of camps and adventures while looking forward to a new year 
filled with young children eager to laugh, and learn, and grow. In just a couple of weeks, our teachers will be welcoming 
children into their new School Family. Some will be “experienced” preschoolers, and some will be coming to preschool or 
our elementary program for the very first time. For some, this change will come easily. For others, this change will be 
more challenging.  

Change can be hard for many of us. It can be particularly challenging for children. Children need the safety of knowing 
what to expect next. How can we help prepare our children for success? Rituals and Routines are the cornerstones.  

Rituals are the intentional moments, the little things you do, to connect with your child. These moments establish their 
sense of belonging, love, and security. They learn they are safe and loved and they can handle this change or chal-
lenge.  

Routines are the consistent patterns of expectations we establish in our homes that help a child know what to expect 
and what comes next, helping to diminish the fear of the unknown. This understanding helps them feel comfortable and 
safe in their environment. Consistency is the key.  

It is through your connections and that sense of security, feeling safe and loved, that a child can learn to manage their 
upsets and overcome difficulties and challenges. 

What are your rituals, those little things you do to connect with your child? For some it is a special song you 
sing together. For others it’s a special snuggle and a kiss. Maybe it’s a silly good-bye wave. Be consistent. Do 
them every day.  

Establish your family’s School Day morning routine. Talk about it with your child. What works for your family? 
Have your child help you make a visual schedule. Take pictures of them waking up, getting dressed, eating 
breakfast, brushing their teeth, etc. Start practicing it now so that on the first day of school, your child will al-
ready know what to expect and what will come next.  

Change can be hard. Stop, take a deep breath, and relax and model “We can handle it!”  

We have a few spots left in our Preschool Program. Call the school office for details! (593.KIDS)  
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Discover: The BIBLE is better than gold! The teachings in the Bible are worth more to us—are more valuable in 
this life—than THOUSANDS of pieces of gold and silver. At the end of the day, learning how God, our Creator, wants us 
to live is worth way more than anything money can buy. “Your teachings are worth more to me than thousands of pieces 
of gold and silver.” Psalm 119:72, NCV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore obedience—trust who’s in charge by doing what is asked. 
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, and 11:10 am services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were  

created by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am and 11:10 am services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play,  

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am service: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX 
is Discover: where 
children under 5 
learn to discover 

God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information email: nursery@anona.com. 

The next stage of FX is 
Explore: where children 

Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their  

relationship with God.  



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Are you ready to try something different this summer?  If you want to slow down for 
even just ½ hour, join us at 10:45 on Sunday mornings in the historic Anona Chapel 
for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  We are a small group of worshippers 
that have grown together as “family”; we are always eager to welcome newcomers. 

When is the last time that you experienced “Be Still and Know”… that He is God? Join us after worship for coffee and 
conversation as we prepare to head back in to “busy-ness” renewed and refreshed.Questions? Contact Bert & Judy 
Crossman at bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block  on the third Saturday morning of every month, you can help with the 
Adopt-A-Block Program through the Florida Dream Center. There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this com-
munity whether at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors in the 
community to check in on people and determine if they are in need. We could use more volunteers particularly in the 
summer when our snowbirds are away. Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507  

Disciple Bible Study Fast Track, Old Testament 
Become Disciple Through Bible Study 
Disciple Fast Track, an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study, provides a viable 
option for busy people seeking comprehensive engagement with the Bible.  This will be a 13 week 
overview of the Old Testament.  Participant read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the 
weekly meetings of 2 hours.   
Dates: Tuesdays – August 27 – Nov. 19th   
Time: 6:30 - 8:30pm.  Youth Room 
Facilitator: Lisa Noe & M.E. Ram 
Class materials: $16.  Scholarships available 

The second portion of the study is an overview of the New Testament and will be offered in January 2020 to those who 
have completed the Old Testament Portion. 
 
Disciple 2 Fast Track Old Testament, Into the Word, Into the World 
The second Book in the Disciple Bible Study Series.  This 13 week study focuses on the books of 
Genesis and Exodus.  Participant will read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the 
weekly meetings of 2 hours. Designed to help disciples hear God’s voice so they can go into the 
world as faithful witnesses and be of service to the world. 
Dates:Thursdays Mornings - Aug 29 – Nov 21, 2019  
Time: 10 am to Noon, Bride’s Room 
Facilitator:  Allyson Stinson & M.E. Ram 
Class Materials:  $16  Scholarships available 
The second portion of the study covers the books of Luke and Acts and will be offered in January 
2020 to those who have completed the Old Testament Portion 

 
Christian Believer – An intensive 30-week Bible study, that looks at doctrine in light of scripture. The 
2 ½ hour class will focus on classic teachings of the Christian faith – presenting, explaining, and inter-
preting them through the use of words, symbols, and hymns.  Participants will examine the writings of 
ancient and modern Christian theologians and view video presentations by leading Biblical scholars.  
Open to anyone who has completed Disciple 1. Class size is limited.  
Dates:  Thursdays Sept 5 – April 30, skipping holiday weeks. 
Time:  6pm – 8:30pm, Room 110 
Cost:  $48, Reading Book and Study Manual, Scholarships available 
Facilitators:  Kathy Freeburg, Belinda Engelmann  
 

Christian Beliefs that can Drive You Crazy  by Dr. Henry Cloud, Dr. John Townsend 
Not everything believed as biblical truth is truly biblical. The authors debunk commonly accepted 
beliefs that cause bondage rather than liberty. They explain how nuggets of truth become corner-
stones for error when wrongly understood, and they help build solid scriptural foundations that 
produce emotional freedom. Now with discussion guide. 
Dates:  Wednesdays, Sept 11 – October 30, 2019 
Time: 6:30pm – 8pm, Room 110 
Facilitator: Larry Cottrell 
Class Materials:$15.  Scholarships available  



Sun Mon Tue Wed

 Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

9:30 AM  Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                FX Discover  (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

 Wednesdays  Starting back 8/21 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind) 

               Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade) 

               Middle/High School Bible Study 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 

 

4   RCS Food Pantry 
6:00 PM Youth Group      

5 
 6:30 PM Church Council 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

6 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

7 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

11  Change 4 Change 
6:00 PM Youth Group      

12 
5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

13 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  1:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 
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10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

18            
9:30 AM FX Back to School Kick Off 

5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group Back to School Bash     

19 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study, 

                 King’s Ringers 

                 Worship Committee 

20 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

  

21 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

25     
6:00 PM Youth Group  

6:30 PM Book Club    

 

     

26 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

                 King’s Ringers 

27 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple I 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

28 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   
  7:00 PM Outbound Team, Hope Support 

2 
6:30 AM Shenanigans  

9:00 AM Quilters, Worship Arts Camp 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

3 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

8 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

  

9 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

10 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

15 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

16 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

17 
Anona Disaster Recovery Serve Day 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

22 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

 

23 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

24 

  

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

29 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study, Disciple II 

 

30 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM Women Connect 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

 31 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, and music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  All skill levels welcome.  We work with your schedule when possible.  

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Becky Creveling (Guitar-Ross); Aimee Sedgwick (Piano-Ross) 

NO LESSONS the first week of school, Mon. Aug. 12 – Fri. Aug. 16. 

FALL SCHEDULE:  We will begin to make the Fall Schedule in mid-July, so please be on the lookout for an email from 
Sandy on that subject.  Fall Schedule begins on Monday, August 19, 2019. 

FALL LESSONS:  Please consider adding music lessons to your or your students’ Fall Schedule.  It has been scientifi-
cally proven that students who study music do better in all other subjects, and have increased focus and concentration 
skills.  Spaces are limited so please register for lessons as soon as possible, as the earlier you register the more likely it 
is you will get your requested day/time for lessons. 

NEED FOR DONATED INSTRUMENTS:  The Academy is in need of donated electric guitars or keyboards, any size or 
style.  Amps and cords also welcome.  Thank you. 

THANKS to anonymous donor for donation of music books, especially the wonderful Busoni edition of the Bach  
Inventions. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, guitars, basses, violins, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and acces-
sories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.  

MUSIC HISTORY:  What does the “K” mean on compositions by the Classical composer, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart?  
The “K” stands for Ludwig Kochel, the Austrian botanist, mineralogist and music bibliographer known today for his mon-
umental catalog of Mozart’s works, in which each composition is identified with a K. number, instead of the usual Op.  

As a general rule, the lower the K. number, the younger Mozart was when he composed the work. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Disillusionment-Wow! What a loaded subject. In the world of mental health we try to assess 
whether a persons diagnosis is mild, moderate, or severe. Nowhere does disillusionment ex-
hibit itself more in counseling than in marriage. The phrase “love is blind” comes from the phe-
nomenon that happens in the chemistry of the brain. We also hear people say I “fell” in love 
when describing what happened when two people experience the euphoric energy that cause 
the heart to skip a beat and the brain to suddenly get foggy. 

What we are talking about is where the greatest potential for disillusionment is experienced 
and that is during the “honeymoon” stage of LOVE. In the book “Getting the Love you Want” 
Harville Hendrix calls this the “Unconscious” attraction between two people. The good news is 
when a couple has the opportunity to live through the unconscious stage and move into clear-
er more conscious relationship, Love can fulfill its intended purpose. 

Examples to think about: Young couple in love, full of hope and dreams experience a detour in the road to bliss. I have 
sat with many young wives at the VA hospital praying their husband who now has a limb missing, or paralyzed from 
injury. This is where the true power of love can find a path forward, or get detoured. This obviously a severe example, 
but every couple experience to some degree the illusion, disillusion, and then the opportunity just waiting to be discov-
ered. 

Jesus taught us there is no power like the power of love, and love grows best when we discover love is more about giv-
ing than getting. Let the love God fill you and fulfill you so that you can share it with others rather than the disillusion 
that another person or God is there to make you happy. 

Let us learn to love one another (spouse) as He loves us, there is no illusion in the love of God. 

 

 

 

 



GUESS WHAT?? In August, volunteers will help Anona to surpass our 4000th volunteer hour in our partner-
ship with Habitat for Humanity and you too can get involved! Build: August 10, 8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   
Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald: 365-2800 or dsgerald@hotmail.com. 

No construction experience required. You are also welcome to invite a friend.  13 

Clothes to Kids—August Collection Drive  

For our August Mission we are again supporting CLOTHES TO KIDS (CTK) They are a 
wonderful local organization started by teachers who noticed children perform better in the 
classroom if they feel better about themselves and what they are wearing. Families in a low-
er income bracket or who are struggling with a 'one time' hardship (medical bills, fire etc.) qualify for a twice year visit 
(summer set of clothes and winter set of clothes) Each student can pick 5 outfits including NEW under garments. Many 
of us take for granted having a washing machine and dryer-many of these families use a laundromat so 5 outfits gets 
the children through the school week. 

August is a busy month at CTK , they need new socks and underwear (boys and girls) for kids Kindergarten through 
12th grade. Gently used clean clothes and shoes K to  adult. Many High schoolers are in adult or plus sizes-just make 
sure the clothes are 'trendy' enough for a teen to wear! We will have extra collection barrels throughout the Church in 
the month of August (fyi- we have a permanent  bin in the choir hallway that leads to traditional as well as a barrel in FX 
lobby for donations at any time of year)A big thank you to Linda Gregg who picks up and delivers to CTK where she is 
a regular volunteer with several other Anona Members! 

Please feel free to contact the Missions team with any questions or if you want to know more about CTK.As we are get-
ting ready for a new school year please remember to clean those closets and pick up some extra socks/underwear for 
local families in need. As always the Missions Team is so thankful for such a generous congregation and appreciate all 
you do! 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—August 11th! 
 

The "Change for Change" mission empowers our stu-
dents in countless ways.  A Student Ministry small 
group collect your spare change the 2nd Sunday of 
each month to support various of mission projects in 

our community & beyond. Thank you! 

Program Panther Pals program is a mentoring program at Ridgecrest Elementary that helps students in 
grades K-2 who are reading at grade level or are slightly at-risk. Volunteers read with students one-on-one, for approxi-
mately one hour, Monday through Friday mornings when school is in session. You may sign up for as little as one hour 
per week and anyone, ages 14+ can be a Panther Pal! Pinellas County School’s Background check required. New Fall 
session begins August 26, for more information or to sign up Contact Chris Collinson (ianandchris@verizon.net) or 
sign up at the connection desk. 

Hands of Healing Medical Missions Team is getting ready for Anona Thrift Shoppe! 

Anona Thrift Shoppe, operated by Hands of Healing, will be opening in September on Indian Rocks Road.  We will use 
the proceeds from the thrift shop to help purchase medical and dental supplies for future trips and it will give us an op-
portunity to work with other Anona mission partners in a variety of mutually supportive ways. More details to follow, but 
for now, effective July 7th you may drop off thrift store donations at the home of Carolyn Fishback, at Randolph Farms, 
across from Anona (13300 Indian Rocks Rd, #1604, 727-593-7974).The following Items may be left at Carolyn 
Fishback’s garage door: 

For more information contact: 
For medical donations:  Scott Magness—dsmag81@gmail.com 
For thrift shop donations:  Carolyn Fishback—havananana16@gmail.com  727-593-7974 
 Betsy Bomar—betsy.bomar2@gmail.com  727-417-6863 
 Nancy Dowd—tdowd127@aol.com  315-369-3081   OR    Cindi Thomas—thomasjtct@hotmail.com  

 Small pieces of furniture 

 Gently used adult clothing and shoes in good condition 

 Linens, towels, sheets, blankets, decorative pillows  
(no pillows for sleeping) 

 Accessories: hats, purses, jewelry, pictures, small 
household items, toys, tools 

 No: books, computers, fax machines, TV or large 
electronics, no electric blankets, cribs, bumper pads or 
car seats 

Disaster Recovery Serve Days 
 

Hurricane Recovery efforts are quickly approaching. It’s 
been close to 2 years since Hurricane Irma and we still 
have local residents in need of home repairs. Please 

consider helping for a day on 8/17, 9/14, 10/12, or 11/9. 
Sign up at anona.com/missionready. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


All are Welcome to Anona Book Club! 
 

Next meeting is, August 25th, 2019 at 6:30 PM 
 

Louisiana, 1965, and an unlikely, inevitable couple. Sammy Teague and Betsy Duple-
chain have grown up right next door to each other, but in different worlds, with expecta-
tions and circumstances that have always kept them separate. Now, as a powerful Sep-
tember hurricane bears down on the Louisiana coast, those worlds will come face to face. 
The choices they make will send them on an odyssey north and into the fall of 1965, as 
the brutal and envious sheriff Percy Parris pursues them. Along the way they meet an 
unusual and eclectic series of people who help them become more than what they were. 
As fall turns to winter, their lives will change forever in the wake of a storm named Betsy. 
The Saints of Lost Things is a story of love, hope, and perseverance, and envy and bitter-
ness. And the remarkable power of kindness. - Amazon 
 
Look ahead: September…the book: The Handyman by Carolyn See 
 
As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. *Meetings are 
typically held the 4

th
 Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the 

back of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discus-
sions and on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, 
deannacom@att.net, for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Women Connect—Last Friday of each month, 6-7pm 
A group for ALL women; whether you work in or outside the home, retired or just seeking new 
faith friends. We are a community of ladies coming together to get real about how we do faith, 
work and life.  Bring a friend and join us the last Friday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in room 110 as 
we enjoy growing in faith with book and bible studies, mission projects to share our faith with 
others and social gatherings. 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Will resume on August 6th 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and share moments of joy or 
concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchildren’s lives. The group meets on Tuesday morning 
each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC Youth Room—but is taking the summer off. All are welcome, this is not lim-
ited to church members so please feel free to bring a friend who could use this time to grow friendships and receive 
support and encouragement. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm—Will resume in September 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (will resume Oct 10) 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, is on summer recess until the second Thursday of October.  We always begin 
our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  We also contribute 
to “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New recruits are always welcome.  The next meeting will be at the 
residence of Marie Krampert on October 10.  Please contact Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com. 
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is an Anona small group who meet for fellowship and activities.  The 
group’s mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted with each other, form new friendships,  share infor-
mation about Anona United Methodist Church and grow together spiritually.  SSR’s meet from late October through 
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Summer Heat is upon us and the Grass is Growing. Come out on Thursday morn-
ings and pitch in with Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew. The lawn crew meets year round on 
Thursday mornings to mow lawns, edge and trim, clean up, have breakfast and give 
thanks for the work God has called them to do. Meet at the church, 7am Thursdays. 

LAST CALL!  The Florida Conference UMM invites all men ages 13 and older to attend the Igniting Men Confer-
ence on Saturday August 24, 2019, 8:30am – 3:00pm at Edgewater United Methodist Church – 1910 Cochran Blvd, 
Port Charlotte, FL - a single-day conference for men, birthed out of the need for improved leadership and discipleship 
training to men throughout Florida. For more information, e-mail info@ummfl.com. Join respected men from across the 
country speaking on topics important to men – leadership, fatherhood, mentoring, dealing with addictions, and, most 
importantly, being disciples of Jesus Christ. Igniting Men is a single-day conference for men, birthed out of the need for 
improved leadership and discipleship training to men throughout Florida.Igniting Men is a single-day conference for 
men, birthed out of the need for improved leadership and discipleship training to men throughout Florida. 

The new school year is here. Starting August 13. Anona’s All Pro Dads Day is looking for more dads and men to 
join the APDD team four to six times a year at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30am. Contact Richard Landon at 
Richard@anona.com or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext. 243. Or learn more at https://www.allprodad.com/. Come see 
your children doing good things, becoming good people, helping others, etc. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of multifunctional Worship 
Center) at 7 – 8 pm. All men welcomed. All men welcomed. New Testament. Book of Mark. 

Florida UMC Disaster Response and Recovery - Volunteer training - https://floridarestores.com/training 

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona: Singing with the Anona Gospel Chordsmen+.     
Contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237. For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian Lennox at 727-
482-8379. Inquire at the Connection Desk about Habitat for Humanity, Mission trips, and Volunteers in Mission 
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Use the Nut order form on the right to  
order your  nuts for all your baking  

and holiday needs! 
 

Simply cut the form out of the magazine,  
mark your selections, and submit payment 

 as indicated on the form. 
 

Your purchases help the  
United Methodist Women  

to further the many missions it supports. 
 

Orders must be received by  
Friday, September 20, 2019. 

 
Pick up of the nuts will be  

Sundays, November 17 & 24. 
 

Thank you and Blessings to you all. 

mailto:Richard@anona.com
https://www.allprodad.com/


We are excited to introduce Lesley Thompson, Jackie Evans, and Terry Collier 

to our Anona Staff. Over the next few months we will be highlighting each of 

these people. When you are on campus, please be sure to extend your kind 

words and welcoming spirit to this great additions! 

 

Lesley Thompson—Director of Online Campus Technology 

Jackie Evans—Director of Missions 

Terry Collier—Director of Counseling Services 

Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, September 4th at 10:30am and Sunday, September 8th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the 
Fellowship Area). Our next Membership Sunday will be September 22nd. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  
sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Welcome our New Staff! 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
08/01 Jim Harlow 
  Tom Holliday 
08/02 Jack Sonnenberg 
08/03 Jack Berthy 
08/05 Judy Lee 
08/06 Fred Carr 
  Bill Gillespie 
   Tony Isch 
  Leslie Keenon 
08/07 Marge O’Day 
  Mabel Tryner 
08/08 Jean Nothmann 
08/09 Bebe Allwood  
  Marie Martin 
08/11 Margaret Gillespie 
08/12  Linda Koser 
08/13 Warren Smith 
08/14 Joan Boulay 
08/16  Pat Lumley 
08/17 Michael Nascimben 
08/18 Sylvia Walker 
  Helen Wilson 
08/19 Donald Rohring 
  Dorothy Ward 
08/20 Margaret Bluze 
  Bob Hilleary 
08/21 Pat Dominick 
  Betty Williams 
08/24 Dwayne Best 
  Evelyn Breheney 
08/25 Bill Sayres 
08/26 Bruce Bequette 
08/27 Jean Cornillaud 
  Connie Crowley 
  Barbara Sowers 
08/30 Lawrence Edington 
  Terry Tome 
  Rose Wise 
  Dolores Wolsey 
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Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
08/01 Jim & Susan Cordea 60 yrs. 
 Ron & Pam Putnam 37 yrs. 
 Jeffrey & Sandra VanGuilder   38 yrs. 
08/03 Don & Jan Kucerik 45 yrs. 
 Chuck & Betty Oldanie 51 yrs. 
 Rich & Lee Zeh 51 yrs. 
08/04 Jeff & Karen Gonzalez 29 yrs. 
 Ray & Bonnie Spencer 43 yrs. 
08/05 David & Peg Frushour 29 yrs.  
 Chuck & Janet Hooks 69 yrs. 
08/06 Dick & Nancy Bennett 65 yrs. 
 William & Loraina Grace 35 yrs. 
08/07 Joe & Jenni Sullivan 26 yrs.  
08/08 Dan & Donna Miller 28 yrs. 
08/11 Jim & Kelly Goss 29 yrs. 
 Tim & Vickie Miller 29 yrs. 
 Jim & Sandy Scott 55 yrs. 
08/12 Bob & Lynne Garren 47 yrs. 
 Randy & Linda Koser 58 yrs. 
08/13 Roger & Maureen Dietz 36 yrs. 
 Tom & Vivian Smith 52 yrs. 
 Bud & Lisa Williams   41 yrs. 
08/14 Steve & Karen Dobosz 54 yrs. 
 Lyle & Sally Gourley 66 yrs. 
 Hurst & Mary Belle Mitten 59 yrs. 
08/15 Kent & Carla Crow 38 yrs. 
 Dick & Carolyn Karol 55 yrs. 
08/17 Dale & Sandi Delaney 34 yrs. 
08/19 Michael & Sylvia Nascimben 52 yrs. 
08/20 Lamar & Cynthia Sprouse 31 yrs. 
08/21 Thom & Shari Brown 54 yrs. 
 Tom & Luell Chapman  48 yrs. 
 Bill & Peggy Junkin 55 yrs. 
08/23 John & Nancy Allen 44 yrs. 
08/24 Larry & Pam Williams 51 yrs. 
08/25 Curt & Donna Howard 40 yrs. 
 Ian & Charmaine Lennox 67 yrs. 
08/26 Tom & Debby Croom 41 yrs. 
 Jim & Liz Kirkman 64 yrs. 
 David & Linda Whisennant 30 yrs. 
08/28 Don & Debbie Antenucci 48 yrs. 
 Steve & Elaine DalSasso 46 yrs. 
 Verne Peterson & Vada Mae Eder  28 yrs. 
08/29 Jerry & Pat Dominick   60 yrs. 
08/30 Donald & Eileen Wares 67 yrs. 
08/31 Ron & Pat Ackerman   56 yrs. 
 Bob & Judy Bailey 28 yrs. 
 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connection desk. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
The Family of Ruth Stone, who joined in 2000. 
 
The Family of Dr. Bob Aarvig, who joined in 2004. 
 
The Family of Kathryn Creamer, who joined in 1984. 
 
The Family of Gil Jones, who joined in 2005. 



My life changed forever when I took the first Stephen Ministry Training Class at Anona United Methodist Church in 
2003! 

I had raised four wonderful children. They had become responsible adults with busy lives of their own. I had no one to 
whom to extend my caring- no one to mentor. 

But I knew I had that necessary gene- a caring heart. Even though I had shortly before experienced the death of my 
husband, I felt strongly that I would be able to help others who were in need of support and comfort if I learned the 
tools that would help me do that. So I signed up. 

One tool in particular proved to be life changing. I learned to LISTEN first…
and listen again before speaking. In 2006, my granddaughter in Kentucky, 
with whom I spoke maybe only three times a year, called me. I listened to her 
concerns and knew she was in trouble. When she said the words,” My family 
would be better off without me here,” I recognized that loud cry for help, My 
heart was beating so hard at one point, I was sure I actually heard it!!!  Being 
1500 miles away from her with no other family near her to help was devastat-
ing to me. The phone call lasted almost two hours, and because of my Ste-
phen Ministry training, I was able to help her and finally to pray with her. The 
next morning I was able to contact Stephen Ministry headquarters and get a 
Stephen Minister for her.  

That was 13 years ago. She is now raising her own family, and she still has 
that Stephen Minister in her life now as a dear friend. Occasionally my grand-
daughter tells me that I saved her life, but we all know that God did that!! I 
was the conduit; God is the Healer. 

I am still an active Stephen Minister and will be until forever! There are 28 
trained Stephen Ministers in our church. We are here for you, and your life 
can change. Take that first step and call 595-2481, ext 408. 

Rae Newman 

My Testimony 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 

The Outbound Care Team makes connections each month with those that can no longer come to church.    If you or 

a member of your family is unable to get to Anona and would like to stay in touch with a personal visit each month, 

please call the church office and let us know.  If no one is available to take your call, press 5 during the recorded 

message to be transferred to the pastoral care office and leave a message.  You can now watch our service each 

Sunday at 11:10am on your computer or tablet.  Go to www.anona.com and click on the link for the live service. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, August 1 & 15, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area. No matter where you are in 

your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 727-

458-6843 or Joanie Pickens: johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor terry@anona.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Outreach & Online Connections  cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Marion Denton Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr dentonm@anona.com 249 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Jackie Evans Director of Missions jackie@anona.com  

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Lesley Thompson Director of Online Technology lesley@anona.com  

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Elmcroft of Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 

 
Anona Child Development Center  

Open Registration 
Call the school office, 593-5437  

or email: acdc@anona.com for information 
 

School Starts—August 14 

Say a prayer for all those students beginning a new school 

year and for those parents dropping off their little ones. 
 

Hurricane Service Day—Aug. 17 
Register by emailing our ADRT team: 

anona.disaster.recovery.team@gmail.com  
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SILENT 
AUCTION 

Bid. 
Donate. 
Support. 
Morning of Aug. 11 
Ends @ 12:30PM 

Lobby sofas/chairs, coffee tables,  
and more... 

 


