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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

The preaching theme for January is “Growing in your faith”.  As we all start the new year your Church wants to support 
you moving toward the person you always hoped you would become…the person God is shaping you to be through 
your spiritual growth as a Christian.  That person is emotionally resilient, able to accept and adapt to life, treat others 
fairly, and live in virtue and self-control, a life of happiness and meaning not dependent on circumstance. 

Eudaimonia (happiness through a virtuous and meaningful life) was a part of the Jewish academic world view of the 
Rabbi during the lifetime of Jesus.  A part of the philosophy of the time, especially Stoicism, it influenced Judaism for 
several generations before his birth.  It was a big part of the early church world view and later was a great influence in 
the renaissance, the protestant reformation, and the modern era.   

Sadly, the current world view is shifting away from happiness coming from a life well lived.  According to Pew Research 
the priority of spirituality is falling.  Ranked fourth after family, career, and finances, the spiritual aspect of life is now an 
afterthought or a token part of a busy life.  Not being grounded in faith as a motive for our priorities, our culture is losing 
its compass.   

As we begin this process supporting your path with worship, preaching, prayers, community, and music, the sermons 
will be focused on aspects of spiritual growth.  It may be a great time to invite friends as the sermons will be seeker 
friendly and yet deep and challenging.   

 

 

 

 

 

January 6 Amor Fati Matthew 7:24-27   
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
A life built on a strong foundation withstands the storm.  This scripture is about a house built on rock not sand.  Jesus 
taught his disciples to live an abundant life of faith.  That faith had Him as the cornerstone.  The phrase “Amor Fati” 
means not to resign yourself to what is happening, but to love your life come what may.  An ancient phrase from Mar-
cus Aurelius is “a blazing fire makes flame and brightness out of everything that is thrown into it.”  Nietzsche said to 
“not merely bear what is necessary… but love it”.  Happiness comes not from lucky circumstance or a good day but 
from a strong foundation unshaken.  

January 13 Iron Sharpens Iron Proverbs 13:20 and 27:17 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
The disciples were shaped within the community Jesus formed for three years, then in support of each other as the 
early church formed.  Spiritual growth comes from surrounding yourself with the kind of people you hope you are and 
are becoming.  “Where two or more gather together in my name, there I am among them” (Matthew 18:20) is the place 
to experience growth in Christ.  Spiritual growth can benefit from times of solitude but needs the Christian community to 
thrive and sustain.  

January 20 The Obstacle is the Way Matthew 14: 13-24 and 26-29   
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
Jesus set tasks and the disciples tried things that seemed impossible.  Feeding the multitudes and walking on water 
seemed impossible, but Jesus said “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26) 
and again “If you can believe it, all things are possible to the one that believes” (Mark 9:23).  Once our faith grows 
through the years who knows what is possible?  

January 27 When the going gets tough, our faith gets going John 11 
Sermon by:  Rev. Jeremy Herrington 
Faith is easy when life is good and things are going your way.  But as soon as the going gets tough, we are faced with 
the challenge of keeping our faith going during those rocky moments.  Today, we'll be studying about the death of  
Lazarus, and how we can learn from Jesus on keeping our faith strong during the tough times in our lives. 
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We’re never too young or too old to learn something new!  When I became the manager of the Cokesbury Bookstore in 
Clearwater, I had a staff member that had started before I came and was on staff for 20 or more years before she re-
tired. As with anything in life over the last 20 - 30 years, we saw a lot of changes take place.  We moved from an old 
cash register and writing up charge orders on paper, to doing everything on a computer.  There were constant updates, 
enhancements and glitches, yet through it all we had to keep up with what was current.  Every so often, she would de-
light in saying “After all these years I learned something new today!” It was affirming, uplifting and motivating for her spir-
it. 
 
Our faith should also be forever growing. I constantly find myself saying something similar as my staff member, but I 
simply say, “I learned something new today.”  Sometimes it’s from hearing a sermon, researching a Bible passage, par-
ticipating in a small group, reading a book, listening to a lecture series, or a number of other activities that cause me to 
have a new insight.  I’ve heard them referred to as ‘the light bulb going on’, ‘an old dog learning a new trick’, ‘the elevator 
went all the way to the top’, ’the fog lifted’, ‘my eyes were opened’ or any number of other phrases.  For me they are God 
Moments, and I comprehend the kingdom of God in new and deeper ways.   
 
The new year is a great time to give our faith some focused priority.  Participating in worship, Bible study, small groups, 
mission outreach, prayer and meditation time, music and service are all ways that help us grow in our faith.  Surrounded 
by a community of believers motivates us to keep on course.  I hope you will join me at church this month and you too 
can say, “After all these years, I learned something new today!”  And you will find your spirit is affirmed, uplifted and mo-
tivated.  Blessings for the New Year! 
 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—Jan 5th, 8am to 10am, $4  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

As the Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas season come to an end and we ring in the New Year, I want to take a mo-

ment to share a word of thanks. Anona is blessed to have the support of many volunteers and staff, who help to share 

their gifts and talents in making our season a beautiful and memorable experience for so many. Thank you to each and 

every person whose hands, feet, voices, ideas, and so much more help to share the Christmas message to so many. 

And for our dedicated members and visitors to Anona, be sure to stop and give a word of thanks to the people you see 

(and may not see) on Sunday, and let them know how much they are appreciated. We are blessed to be a blessing! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Summer Registration is Now Open! 
From mission trips to summer camp, we’ve 
got an incredible summer of adventures 
planned for 2019! Register online now at 
anona.com/youthevents to secure your spot 
on the trip(s) of your choice and get early bird 
pricing through January 31st. Remember, 
summer trips make great Christmas gifts! 

Youth Group Sermon Series – “Mine” 
 
Have you ever wondered how to grow your faith? Well, 
the good news is, there isn’t just one way! And you don’t 
have to figure it out on your own—Jesus gave us all an 
example of what it looks like to grow our  faith in God. In 
this series, we’ll take a look at a few things Jesus taught 
us that can help us grow a faith of our own. 



Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 
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Fun, Food, and Friends join together at  

Village Inn on January 14! 

 

Details to come, connect with us on 

Facebook and Instagram 

 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

It’s Time to Register for the 2019-2020 School Year! 

 

Our Mission:  Anona Child Development Center, a ministry of Anona United Methodist Church, is committed to 
a Christian, developmentally appropriate program that provides a safe and nurturing environment while preparing chil-
dren as lifelong learners. 

It’s that time of year; time to be thinking about your child’s Preschool and Elementary Before and After Care needs for 
the 2019-2020 school year!  Anona provides a quality, nationally accredited, Conscious Discipline® 
based program, dedicated to a safe and nurturing Christian environment that inspires lifelong learners.   

Our Preschool Program offers both half day and full day classes for children 2 years old – VPK. We 
offer a wide variety of class configurations to meet your family schedule needs.   (Your child must be age 
eligible for the class on or before September 1, 2019.)  The Elementary Before and After Care Program 
provides a safe, supportive environment for children in K-5

th
 grade.  We provide transportation to and 

from Ridgecrest, Bauder, Oakhurst, and Anona Elementary Schools and provide activities for all In-
Service days.  ACDC Elementary Camp is available for summer, spring and winter breaks.  

Members of our church have priority registration for their children in our program.  This will be held on January 
14 - 17, from 9:00am to 5:00pm.  Following these days, registration will open for children on the wait list and community 
contact list.  Please call the school office, 593-5437 or email: acdc@anona.com  for specific information about our pro-
gram and to arrange a time to visit.   

As we reflect with amazement on the Christmas season, we are so thankful to be a part of this ministry and a part of this 
active, caring church.  It is an honor and a privilege to be able to serve the children and the families God brings into our 
care.  We look forward to meeting you and your children and partnering together in ministry with and for your family.  
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Discover: God made us able to do many things. However, we often find ourselves needing help. Just as Jesus 
was there to heal the sick and calm the storm for the disciples, He is here to help us when we say, “I need Jesus.”  
“You are everything I need.” Psalm 119:57, NIrV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. We will be diving into Self -Control. 
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, 

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX 
is Discover: where 
children under 5 
learn to discover 

God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information please reach out to April 
Maitner at nursery@anona.com or at 727-742-8171. 

The next stage of FX is 
Explore: where children 

Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their  

relationship with God.  

mailto:acdc@anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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How are those New Year’s Resolutions working out?  Join us as we start out 
“brand new”.  Slow down for even just ½ hour at 10:45 Sunday mornings in the 
historic Anona Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  We are al-
ways eager to welcome newcomers. Join us after worship for coffee and conver-
sation as we prepare to head back in to “busy-ness” renewed and refreshed. Indi-

an Oaks Assisted Living Simply Worship continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indian Oaks As-
sisted Living. Please be in prayer for the team.  If you are interested in leading a small acoustic worship service, please 
contact Bert or Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block—Join us on Saturday, January 19 @ 8:45 AM, as we travel to Lealman to help 
with the Florida Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program.  There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this com-
munity whether at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors to 
check on people to determine if they are in need.  Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507. 

 

 Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 

What a great way to start the new year! 
 
Disciple 3 Fast Track – Remember Who You Are,  Letters of Paul  
This 12-week study immerses readers in the letters traditionally attributed to Paul, examines the con-
nection between memory and identity as the people of God. Participants will find common themes, in-
cluding calls to remember, calls to repent, calls for renewal, and calls for community.  This class is 
open to those that have completed Disciple 1. 
 
Dates:  Tuesdays, January 15 – April 2, 2019             Time:  10a – Noon in Room 110 
Facilitators:  M.E. Ram and Allyson Stinson              Cost:  Participants Manual $17 
 
 
Christianity and World Religions  
Revised Edition, Adam Hamilton deals with questions so many of us have about the four major world 
religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism—and compares the beliefs of each with those of 
Christianity. In his trademark honest and open writing style, Hamilton helps answer questions such as: 
Why are there so many different religions? How should we view their beliefs? What is the fate of those 
who have these beliefs?   This six-week study is appropriate for Christians at all stages in their spiritual 
journey. 
 
Dates:  Thursdays, January 17 – February 21                Time:  6:30 – 8pm – Room 110 
Facilitators: M.E. Ram and Ron Taylor    Cost:  Participant Book $12, scholarships available 
 

 
COMING IN FEBRUARY 

 
Stress and the Bible 
Part 2 to the popular class Nourish the Body, Nourish the Soul.  This 4 week class will look at the science of stress and 
how our relationship with God, ourselves, and others can contribute to and cause many of our bodily illnesses.  Week 
one – Science of Stress (the Problem).  Week two – Right Relationship with God (the Answer to the root cause of stress, 
the Gospel).  Week three – Right Relationship with Your Soul (Overcoming the root cause of stress by applying the Gos-
pel in your relationship with yourself).  Week 4 – Right Relationship with Others (Sharing the Gospel, in word and deed).   
 
Dates:  Mondays, February 11 – March 4, 2019                       Time: 6 – 7:30p in Room 110 
Facilitators:  Dr. Chip Abrahamsen and Philip Mosso                               No Cost 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

  1 New Years Day Church Closed 2 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

6       RCS Food Pantry 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

7 
10:00 AM UMW Board 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

8 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 
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  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting, 

                Led by the Spirit

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

13        Change 4 Change 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

14    ACDC Church Member  

   Priority Registration 14 - 17 
 
5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

15 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30AM Grandparents Group-Rep Latvala 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                  

16 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

20 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

21 MLK Birthday Church Closed 22 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

                 Orchestra 

23 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

27          Blood Mobile 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group   

6:30 PM Book Club    

  

28 
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

29 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

 

30 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

January 2019



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

3 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

4 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

5 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting,  

Led by the Spirit 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

10 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

11 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

12 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

17 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

18 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

19      Winter Retreat - 21 

 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

24 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

25 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

26 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Led by the Spirit 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

31 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

  

January 2019 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

DID YOU OR YOURS receive a musical instrument for Christmas?  If so, add to the pleasure and enjoyment of it by 
learning to play it properly through studying the Academy.     

THANK YOU SO MUCH to Charlotte Snider, who recently passed away and donated her piano to a family who are long
-time church members and have two very talented girls studying piano at our Academy.  It is so pleasing to know that 
God is using Charlotte’s musical gifts and generosity to ensure the continuity of worship music at Anona. 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES:  Thanks so much to these students who performed a Christmas Concert at Oak Man-
or Nursing and Rehabilitation on Dec. 18:  Beyla Alfonso, Ella Beaman, Bryson Black, Aaron Crane, Danny Gregoire, 
Alannah Hassinger, Julia Liedtke, Alexandra Lindsey, Abby Milas, and Gabrielle Simmons.  The music was greatly en-
joyed by all in attendance.  Thanks also to all students who performed at the Academy Christmas Party on Sat. Dec. 15, 
and before, between and after services on Sunday, Dec. 23.  Good performances by all!  

THANK YOU TO ALL who donated to the Academy Scholarship Fund through the Missions Tree.  Your gifts are helping 
to train up the next generation of Christian musicians! 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, guitars, basses, violins, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and acces-
sories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.  

REMINDER:  There is a ten-minute wait period for late students.  If you do not contact Sandy by phone, text or email if 
you will be later than ten minutes, I may not be there, especially if you are the last lesson of the day. 

MUSIC THEORY:  Did you know a series of notes can have staccato dots AND a slut?  They seem opposite, but what it 
means is that the notes are semi-detached, not as short as staccato but not connected, as with a slut mark alone.  

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Live It, Love It, Laugh About It 

New Day. New Year. New Chance. All because of God’s Grace.  

Intuition. God whispering in your ear. GPS. The Written Word. We ARE given instruction. We ARE pro-
vided guidance. It is when we don’t listen, don’t hear, or choose not to act on the guidance that we 
tend to complain about feeling lost. Don’t worry. Just like your car’s GPS, God’s guidance will recalcu-

late when you mess up.   

Go to church. Listen. Leave. Go to counseling. Listen. Leave. Read the 
Bible. Close it. Check -done. No, that will not get you to peace. No, your 
problems will still be with you, and you’ll likely be the cause of problems for others. 

Answer: LIVE IT. God works in “mysterious” ways, but they are only mysterious when you 
choose not to see them. God has given us the “Keys to the Kingdom” and allows us to 
leave the door locked or to use the keys to open the door. Yes, we have to hear God’s 
Word and LIVE IT in our actions. 

Living it by obligation, however, is not fully breathing into the Word. We have to LOVE 
God’s wisdom while we are LIVING it. Loving it IS what will bring the peace into your heart. 

With the spirit of loving your life lived by acting on God’s direction, Joy occurs. Depression 
eases. Anxiety lessens. Difficult emotions are indicators that you may have lost your way. God has given you wise peo-
ple around you to show you back home, and what awaits you there? 

Laughter. Happiness. Love.  

James 1:22 says, “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling your-
selves.” We’re here when you need us. Your Pastors, Your Stephen Ministers, Your Counseling Center. 

Live It. Love It. Laugh About It. 

 

 

 

 



Amazon Smiles for Anona! 

Anona United Methodist Church has now joined over one million charitable organiza-
tions who are part of AmazonSmile! Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the organization you choose. Please support Missions at 
Anona United Methodist Church while you shop on Amazon.com it’s as easy as typing 
www.smile.amazon.com!  

You will be prompted to choose an organization or pick your own using the provided search box  

If you have already chosen an organization, you may change to a different organization. Under the search bar, you will 
see Supporting: The Name Of Your Charity and a drop down arrow. If you hover your cursor over the drop 
down arrow, a box will pop up. Click on the link that says Your AmazonSmile Impact. A new page will come up and 
on the right side you will see the words Your Current Charity with a box to the right that says Change Charity. If you 
click on this box, you will be given charitable options to choose from, or a search bar, to search for the charity of your 
choice. Simply type in Anona United Methodist Church and press the search button and then select the top choice. If 
you need help, feel free to email missions@anona.com for assistance.  

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—January 13th! 
 

A Student Ministry small group will be collecting your spare change to support a number of 
mission projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 

NEXT BUILD is:  
January 12th 

8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.  

No construction experience required.  
You are also welcome to invite a friend.  
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Clothes to Kids Mission Drive all Throughout January! 

It is so important to take care of the future generation, our children.  Some chil-
dren may need more support than others when it comes to succeeding and one 
way we can help is by donating new or gently worn clothes to children in need. 
Clothes To Kids provides new and lightly worn clothes to school-age children 
from low-income households.  This organization creates an atmosphere for the 
kids that makes them feel like they are shopping in an actual store, one where 
they are treated with dignity and respect.  Research shows that children, who go 
to school wearing clothes that make them feel like they fit in, perform better academically than those who don’t.   

Right now the greatest need is for new or gently worn youth clothing, sizes 6-16, shoes, child-size 9 to adult and always 
new underwear and new socks.  Volunteers throughout the church collect the donated clothing and then deliver the 
items to the local Clothes to Kids. Donations may be dropped off in the blue barrel by Wesley Hall (available year-
round), the bin by the entrance to the Contemporary Sanctuary, as well as the large bin (available year-round) in the 
hallway leading to the Traditional Sanctuary.  Monetary donations are also accepted and will be used to purchase new 
clothes and other needed items. Please make checks payable to Anona UMC. 

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers that support this mission with their donations, volunteering their time at Clothes 
to Kids, transporting the clothing to its destination, and so much more. You are the ones that make this another suc-
cessful mission at Anona. 

Katherine T. Smith Scholarship was created through the generous estate of Ms. Smith for the primary purpose 
of "providing financial support and assistance to seminary students and candidates for ministry." Traditional curriculum 
students are eligible for award of the remaining dollars not awarded to seminarians. K.T. Smith Scholarship forms for 
students entering or returning to post-high school education (college, seminary, vocational schools) for the 2019- 2020 
school year are available at the Connection Desk or online (www.anona.com/ktsmith). Application Deadline is 1/14/19. 

Save the Date for the Anona Missions Expo! March 3rd 
from 9am – 12:30pm in the Fellowship Area. Please stop by 
and learn more about our different mission partners, oppor-
tunities to serve and make connections. If your group would 

like to participate in the Expo, please contact a mission 
team member at missions@anona.com or sign up at the 

Connection Desk – space is limited. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: January 27 

Discussion of the book will be held on January 27, 2019 at 6:30 PM.   

January’s book is The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. 

“In their remote mountain village, Li-yan and her family align their lives 
around the seasons and the farming of tea. For the Akha people, en-

sconced in ritual and routine, life goes on as it has for generations—until a stranger appears 
at the village gate in a jeep, the first automobile any of the villagers has ever 
seen.” (Amazon.com) 

Plan ahead: February’s book is Jenny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig. 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members.  Meetings are typical-
ly held the 4th Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and on-
going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, for directions 
and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and 
share moments of joy or concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchil-
dren’s lives. This month, State Representative Chris Latvala will join the group for a discussion 
of his proposed bill "Jordan's Law" on Tuesday the 15th. The group meets on Tuesday morning 
each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC Youth Room.  
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

T’ai Chi qi gong—Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center   
This mind-body practice has value in prevention or treating of various health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT, SLOW MOTION EXERCISE. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month.  We always begin our meetings 
with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns & joys.  As part of our outreach, 
we support “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College.  New recruits are always welcome.  We will meet at 1:00 
PM on Thursday January 10 Helen Rosebolt’s residence.  Please contact Judy Crossman with questions 727-595-6872 
or kjcgram@yahoo.com 
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is a small group who meet for fellowship and activities. The group ’s 
mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted, provide information about Anona and grow together spiritu-
ally. SSR’s meet October through March. The following activities are planned for January. 

January 11th – Gather in Wesley Hall @ 11:00 a.m. for a Soup and Dessert Luncheon…bring one to share with every-
one.  Bill McGill our Moderator for the meeting, has invited a representative from the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office to 
speak to us on Senior Safety.  Please bring your table service and make your reservation at the Connection Point. 

January 25th – Sheila Remley has tickets for “Funny Money” at the Francis Wilson Theatre in Clearwater.  Tickets are 
$24 each and can be purchased from Sheila with cash or check.  This will be a fun evening…we have limited tickets so 
call Sheila at 360-433-5709 to purchase your tickets…signup at the Connection Point as well. 

If you are interested in joining our group for the first time or need additional information contact Ted Pinkerton,  
pinkertd@miamioh.edu 
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Thank you, Anona members, for your generous support during 2018! 
We appreciate all of you who donated “ditty bag” items, purchased cutlery, nuts, and 
Schwan foods, submitted recipes for our cookbook, and ordered cookbooks for yourselves, 
your family, and your friends.  Your generosity has made it possible for us to continue our 
missions projects in 2019.  God bless you all! 
 

2018 UMW Special Membership Recognition Awards 
Each year since 1972, Anona UMW has given recognition pins to individuals (female or male, UMW members or not) 
who we feel have made extraordinary contributions to Anona, the UMW, or our missions. Please join us in thanking 
these three outstanding women who were our awardees in 2018: 

Natalie Betts 
Kathryn Creamer 

Jac’line Weisgerber 
 

UMW Missions Opportunities for 2019 

(All proceeds from fundraisers go toward support of our Human Trafficking and Migrant Ditty Bag projects.) 
 

Rada Cutlery can still be ordered online at https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=907174.69c74 and Anona Cooks! 
cookbooks are still available.  Please email Bertha Hein (bhein517@gmail.com) to order. Look for a new Schwan’s or-
der opportunity in the next few weeks! 
 

We are currently accepting clothing, full size toiletries, bed linens (twin) and towels for our Miracles Outreach girls, as 
well as travel size toiletries, socks, pens and pencils, markers, and other items for the Ditty Bags we assemble for mi-
grant missions. (If you need a list of these items, please ask Jean Berry at the front desk.) 
 

Rachel Circle meets in the church Library at 1:00 pm on the 2
nd

 Thursday of months September-May.  
 Contact Kathy Bell-Bakewell at 727-580-5515 for information about Rachel Circle. 

 

Priscilla Circle meets at Noon on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of every month at the Glenwood Estates recreation center,  
12501 Ulmerton Road, Largo.  Call Karen Creamer 765-265-9406 for directions. 

 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join either of our circles.  

Fear not!  How many times in divine scriptures have we heard about men who were 
afraid to respond to the call from a divine source or events that led to a divine change in the 
course of humanity?  This comes in part from Rev. Dr. Rick Vance, Director of the Center of 
Men’s Ministry of the United Methodist Men. 
http://www.gcumm.org/news/-reflections-by-agency-officers-and-staff      
 
“As you reflect on the past year, ask how is God calling you to respond in the new year. 
Don’t be afraid!  Trust in the plan that God has for you and live into the new opportunities ahead.  
 

 Have you heard God calling you to take a new first step?  

 How is that step leading you into a new or deeper relationship with God?  

 What frightens you about taking that step?  

 How will that first step facilitate the ministry God is calling you to do?  

 Will you take that step? “ 
 
Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew meets on Thursday mornings to mow lawns, edge and trim, clean up, have break-
fast and give thanks for the work God has called them to do. Come out on Thursday mornings and pitch in with these 
guys.  Please, heed the call.  7 am Thursdays at Anona church. 

Anona’s All Pro Dads is looking for more dads and men to join the APD team four to six times a year at a local 
school between 7:30 and 8:30 am.  Contact Richard Landon at Richard@anona.com  or call Richard at 727-595-2581 
ext. 243.  Come see your children doing good things, becoming good people, helping others, etc. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of multifunctional Worship 
Center) at 7 – 8 pm.  All men welcomed.  Hear the calls made by prophets of old about events prophesied and fulfilled 
and yet to be fulfilled. 

Anona’s Tuesday Morning Men’s Breakfast Group – Wesley Hall from 6:45 – 7:45 am Tuesdays year round.      

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona:  If you are interested in singing with the Anona 
Gospel Chordsmen+, contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237.  For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian 
Lennox at 727-482-8379.  Inquire at the Connection Desk for upcoming opportunities with Habitat for Humanity, Mission 
trips, Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) and Disaster preparedness and response with UMCOR. 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, Jan 9th at 10:30am and Sunday, Jan. 13th at 12:30 pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Ar-
ea). Our next Membership Sunday will be January 27th. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  
sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

New Members: 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 

Baptisms: 

Arielle Alvarez  (adult baptism) 

Chris & Carolyn Tasillo 

Steve & Nicole Hoekstra (Joshua & Madeline) 

Rob & Anna Hauser (Cole, Alana, Chase, & Erin) 

Cindy Abrahamson 

Neil & Melinda Seidel 

Bill and Helen Thompson 

Jay Brooks 

Carter Jacob Wimberly 11/25/18 

Rowan Corbitt Firing 11/25/18 

Felicity Amelia Freeman 12/2/18 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
01/01 John Lundahl 
  Marilyn Mouchett 
  Earl Smith 
01/03 Linda Thompson 
01/04 Phil Phelps 
01/05 Alan Raun 
  Joan Swartz 
01/06 Carol Briggs 
01/09 Ron Cinnamon 
01/11 Virginia Thomas 
01/12 Pat Haacke 
  Mary Leslie 
01/13 Chuck Beard 
01/14 Art Allwood 
  Hurst Mitten 
01/15 Betty Harper 
  Cathy Hass 
  Mickey Wahl 
01/17 Helen Hudson 
  Marvin Ivey 
01/18 Bob Kildow 
01/22 Lois Spirtos 
  Beverly Timpf 
01/23 Kitty Watts 
01/24 Lella Lee Billups 
01/26 Jeanne Koshler 
01/27 Terry Dowd 
01/28 Linda Holliday 
01/30 Dottie Sutcliffe 
01/31 Marilyn Day  

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
The Family of  Penny Overcast, who joined in 1985. 

The Family of Jim McCleary, who joined in 2014. 

The Family of Charlotte Snider, who joined in 1974. 

The Family of Robert Allen Johnson, who joined in 2016. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
01/01 Rodney & Shelly Wilt 25 yrs.  
01/05 Greg & Pat Brittain 28 yrs. 
01/07 Phillip & Cheryl McGee 42 yrs. 
01/17 Tom & Pat Blandford 38 yrs. 
01/20 Bill & Barbara Sowers 52 yrs. 
01/23 Jerry & Becky Boucher 31 yrs. 
01/24 Claude & JoAnne Sullivan           60 yrs. 
01/25 John & Sharon Klose 27 yrs.   
 Joe & Jane Madden 71 yrs. 
01/26 Henry & Cynthia Holland 54 yrs. 
01/27 Fred & Marcia Gibbs 51 yrs. 
01/28 Bill & Judy Allen 63 yrs. 
01/29 Dan & Anna Hyden 64 yrs. 
01/30 Jeff & Sue Wilson 48 yrs. 



If there is something on your heart that you would like to pray about, please join the Stephen Minister in the prayer 
room after the service today.”  Sound familiar? Each Sunday such an invitation, or a similar one, is extended in each 
worship service. 

If you respond to the invitation this month, you will meet with one of 12 Stephen Ministers, each of whom is prepared 
to pray with you about whatever concerns you. 

Who are these people?  Do they really know how to pray with me? 

Yes.   Stephen Ministers  learn guidelines of praying in the extensive training to be-
come a Stephen Minister.  Below we share three of those guidelines  knowing they 
are keys to help all who would pray with others. 

Far from memorized prayers, prayer will focus on the need of the person who has 
come to pray. The Stephen Minister will ask questions to clarify the need and  deter-
mine just what the individual wants to ask of God. The prayer is then offered to ex-
press specifically the concern. If the individual wants to share further, the Stephen 
Minister remains open to truly ‘hear’ additional details. 

The Stephen Minister will not talk about her/him self. Probably the number one in-
structional mantra is: “Stuff your stuff.” 

A Stephen Minister knows he/she is a Care Giver but not the Cure Giver. This en-
courages the Stephen Minister to keep the focus on God’s love and presence in the 
situation. 

When one first becomes a Stephen Minister, there may be a natural hesitation to 
offer to help another in this sacred  act of prayer, but it soon becomes a privilege and 
a joy.  Every Stephen Minister considers it an honor to join you in prayer any  time at 
your request. 
 

Charmaine Lennox 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 
 

The God calls us to have compassion and care for one another, and there are many people in our congregation who 

have answered that call.  I want to thank all those that have spent time this past year visiting in hospitals, nursing and 

rehab facilities, and calling on people at home.  We have several great teams that do this every week and lots of indi-

viduals that take time to be the hands and feet of Christ.  If you would be interested in joining one of our outreach 

teams and sharing your blessings with others, please contact the Congregational Care office.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, January 3 & 17, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: 

johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106 or Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 727-458-6843. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Michael Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  5:00pm - Anona Nights in Worship Center 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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 Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Anona Child Development Center  
Church Member Priority Registration January 14—17 

Call the school office, 593-5437  
or email: acdc@anona.com for information 

 
Winter Retreat—Jan 19-21 

Proximity students head our for a weekend 
 of worship, fun, friends, and more. 

 
New Years Day & MLK Day—Office Closed 

January 1 &  21 
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ALL OF JANUARY!! 
 

 

We are collecting gently used clothing as well as NEW socks and 

underwear for boys and girls of all sizes. 
 

Take the opportunity to clean out your closets and give to those in 

our community. 
 

Thank you! 


