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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

In the first Sunday of June I preached (in our two traditional and contemporary) on Ephesians 2 where Christ has come 
to put to death the hostility between us.  As we move into July, having covered the “indivisible” portion of our pledge of 
allegiance, I would like to add the Christian concepts of Liberty and Justice.  For good measure I’ve added Mercy.  The 
founding mothers and fathers of our nation had the Christian worldview as a default, assumed, and even unconscious 
perspective.  It was the era of “Christendom” where it was assumed that everyone you met was some sort of Christian. 

Our Constitution, Pledge, and Declaration of Independence all come from that worldview. 

Today, we don’t assume that world view is shared by everyone.  You can’t assume when your talking to the check-out 
person in a store that they know the Christian values of unity, liberty, justice, and mercy.  Around 75% of Americans 
identify with a Christian denomination, but only around 37% percent are weekly attenders and that can be as low as 
22% in some reports.  In other words, though the majority identify, active participation in a culture that promotes the 
principles and character of a Christian may not be there. 

So, what does that mean?  Can we take for granted that world view?  As an example, we might say “I appealed to his 
sense of justice”.  Can we assume the person we’re talking to has a sense of justice?  We would assume from that 
worldview that we are “indivisible”.  Are we? 

Let’s enjoy the month of July covering the basics that formed our ethos (the characteristic spirit of a culture). 

July 1 Freedom (Liberty) Galatians 5:1 and Luke 4:18  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
These scriptures and dozens more talk about liberty as a central value, even a reason for Christ’s actions.  In Luke it is 
Jesus telling us about his mission.  In Galatians it is an admonition to stay free and not slip back into bondage.  We are 
entrapped and ensnared by so much.  Do we yet “yearn to breath free”?  My prayer for you on this day is that you 
shake off the bonds that hold you down and bruise you and breath free. 

July 8 Justice Micah 6:8 and Amos 5:24  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
Micah urges us to “do” justice.  Amos quotes God saying “Let Justice roll down like waters”.  Martin Luther King Jr. 
quoted that in his “I Have A Dream” speech.  Both passages are talking about the sacrifice acceptable to God.  Do 
each of us live by our sense of justice?  What is that?  How critical to our moral and character nature is that?  Is it es-
sential for the Christian life?  My prayer for you on this day is that your sense of Justice is your offering to your God. 

July 15 Mercy James 2:13 and Matthew 18:21-24  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
The “Prayer of Humble Access” used by the Methodist, Episcopal, Church of England, and Roman Catholic churches 
says that “God’s property is always to have mercy”.  It is a guiding principle in my life.  If we are to be godly, mercy 
must be constantly before us.  Just as First John 4:8 says “The one who does not love does not know God”, James 
says “those who show not mercy will receive no mercy”.  I don’t know about you, but I need mercy.  I would like to face 
a mercy-full God.  My prayer for you on this day is that Mercy both flows from you and to you. 

July 22  Throw It All 1 Peter 5:6-11  
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
From the time of our youth on we tend to juggle a lot: school, friends, sports, dating, and social media give way to 
spouses, family, and jobs…maybe even church. It can be hard to keep all of this in balance—especially when our 
stress builds and feels so overwhelming. What worries or concerns you too much right now…what if you could just 
throw it all away? 

July 29   Hope Full or Less Acts 16:18-19 & 22-25 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
Whether it was an illness, a personal failure, or a broken relationship, we’ve all faced situations that left us feeling 
hopeless. Moments where we realized we were not in control. Even in the darkest moments, however, God promises 
us hope. How can we maintain hope in our hopeless moments? 
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My senior year of high school I went on a trip with the Florida Conference Youth Department to New York City and 
Washington D.C.  It was an opportunity for us to experience how the United Methodist Church is involved in the world 
through missions and how the church advocates for social concerns in our nation’s capital.  Did you know the only non-
government building on Capital Hill is owned by the United Methodist Church, it is the denomination’s Board of Church 
and Society.  It is right across the street from the Capital and next to the Supreme Court Building. 
 
While in New York City, we had the occasion to see a couple of Broadway Plays.  One of them was the musical 1776, 
which later became a movie.  At the time it was exciting to think that we would soon be celebrating the bicentennial (200 
years) of the signing of the Declaration of Independence and the birthday of the USA.  Where has the time gone?  This 
month we will be celebrating the 242nd anniversary of our freedom. 
 
As Christians, we celebrate another kind of freedom that came to us when God came down and lived among us as Je-
sus; a freedom from sin and death as we follow and believe in him.  But just as we must guard our freedom as a nation, 
we must also guard our freedom in Christ Jesus.  We can often take our freedoms for granted, and our monuments in 
Washington remind us of the cost and sacrifice needed.  The Apostle Paul in the book of Galatians says (chapter 5; 
1,13) “For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  For you 
were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but 
through love become slaves to one another.”  In God’s kingdom, our freedom should not be used for our own gain, but 
for service to one another.  Christ set the example, as a servant leader.   
 
So let’s celebrate our freedoms this month.  We do it on July 4th with fireworks, parades, bands, cookouts, and gather-
ing with family.  We do it in the church with worship, prayers, Bible study, singing, and serving.  Love one another, as 
Christ has loved us!   
Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

July 6th:  Game Night 
July 7th:  Pancake Breakfast, $4 
Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast benefits St. Mark’s Missions 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit various missions. 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

We Are Underway! 
 
I am excited to share that we’re moving into our next phase of renovations on our church home. 
Back in the Spring we were able to make some much-needed technical upgrades for our Tradi-
tional and Contemporary worship spaces, and this summer we will begin the physical renovation 
work in and around our Traditional sanctuary. We will be remodeling the front chancel to be 
more senior-adult friendly with better rails and steps, a ramp for the lower chancel, much need-
ed carpet replacement, the addition of video screens that fit the Traditional feel of the space, 
and leveling out some of the sidewalks outside the sanctuary entrance on Indian Rocks Road to 
make them safer to use. 
  
We are still waiting to receive final clearance to begin so we don’t have an official start date yet, but hope to begin con-
struction sometime in mid to late July. Construction is expected to last 45-60 days, so we are busy working on a plan to 
temporarily re-locate our 8:15 and 11:10 Traditional services over to the Contemporary Sanctuary during the construc-
tion. 
 
Stay tuned to our church website, Facebook page, and Sunday morning announcements as we get more information on 
our construction progress and worship service information! 
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Michael Mobley 
mike@anona.com 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 
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VBS Mission Collection!! 
 
Families, let’s get AMPED about our VBS mission collection 
this year! We have TWO amazing opportunities to serve  
others in need in our community and in the world around us.  
 
For our local mission, we will collect 2 inch 3 ring binders, 
graph paper, college rule line paper, pens (black/blue), and #2 
pencils for students in need at Seminole Middle School. On 
our last day of VBS, we will assemble and prepare the school 
supplies for delivery.  
 
For our global mission, we are partnering with 410 Bridge to 
help kids and families in poor villages fill their chicken coops 
with chickens by collecting change and completing crafts in 
FX as VBS takes over July 1, 8, 29, and August 5! 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

                                   Summer 2018 is underway for the children and families at ACDC!  

We are having a great summer and it’s hard to believe it is already half over. The children are busy! Listen to 
the children’s laughter as they play together. Smell the tropical sunscreen aroma as they head off for a day 
at the pool or outside for Water Play Day. Witness the bonds of friendship that are developing as the children interact 
and learn more about each other. It is amazing to see the Elementary age children reading to and helping the Preschool 
children during our planned group activities. Summer is fun and we are blessed to be a part of this ministry that can be 
present in these simple moments. 

Each week as the Elementary campers play, swim, read, take exciting field trips and experience S.T.E.A.M. activities at 
the Library, we focus on a different character trait. This month, we will learn about, and strengthen our understanding of: 

* Gratitude 1 Chronicles 16:34 We give 
thanks and show appreciation by honoring our 
families and nation. We take a minute to say 
Thank You to the Safekeepers and First Re-
sponders in our area. 
* Cooperation Ephesians 4:3 It ’s so easy to 
understand the benefits and yet sometimes so 
difficult to willingly cooperate! When we cooper-
ate with each other and with the rules and 
boundaries set for us, we can have fun and 
keep ourselves and those around us safe. 

* Creativity Psalm 139:14 God created each one of us wonderfully, unique in our gifts and talents. In what ways 
do we express creativity? What are our gifts and talents? How do we see, and support, the talents of others around us? 

Did you know that children are more likely to try different foods if they help prepare them? This month the children will be 
cooking up some tasty, healthy snacks with our Kohl’s Cooks for Kids partnership. Wow, fun and good food! 

The School Year is right around the corner! We have a few spots left! We would love to have you join our School Family. 

Call the office (593-5437) for more information and to schedule a time to stop by, visit, and enroll. 
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Discover: God was around before the beginning of the Universe. Then, He created the world, the stars, and 
people like you and me. Ever since the very beginning, God has been with us. He gave us Jesus so we would never be 
alone. He gave us the Bible so we could always read His Word. And, He gave us the Church, so we could be in com-
munity with God’s family.  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. For both last month and July, we are exploring 
confidence: Confidence is living like you believe what God says is true.  
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, 

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of Family Trek is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn to discover 
God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information please reach out to April 
Maitner at nursery@anona.com or at 727-742-8171. 

The next stage of Family Trek is Explore: 
 where children Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their relationship with God.  

Dates Themes and trips 

July 2 Let’s Jump!                                                               Jump Station 

July 9 Cold Fun in the Summertime                  Countryside Ice Skating 

July 16 From a Galaxy, Far, Far Away!              St. Pete Science Center 

July 23 Rockin’ Anona Talent                                       Lori Dent Improv 

July 30 What I Really, Really Like                              Camper’s Choice! 

Aug 6 Summertime Blues                         Bounce House & Water Slide 



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Are you ready to try something different this summer? If you want to slow down 
for even just ½ hour, join us at 10:45 on Sunday mornings in the historic Anona 
Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  

We are a small group of worshippers that have grown together as “family”; we 
are always eager to welcome new-comers. When is the last time that you expe-

rienced “Be Still and Know”… that He is God.? Join us after worship for coffee and conversation as we prepare to head 
back in to “busy-ness” renewed & refreshed. Questions? Contact Bert & Judy Crossman at 
bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block 

For the past few years on the third Saturday morning of every month, a small group from Simply Worship travels to 
Lealman to help with the Adopt-A-Block Program through the Florida Dream Center. There are many avenues to serve 
God’s people in this community whether at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or 
knocking on doors in the community to check in on people and determine if they are in need. We could use more volun-
teers particularly in the summer when our snowbirds are away. Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-
3507 if you would like to join us on July 21 at 8:45 AM. 

This summer’s Bible Study is designed for you to drop in when you are in town. Each lesson stand 
on it’s own and we are using the book “Have You Ever Seen a Hearse Pulling a Trailer?” It explores 
the theme ‘You Can’t Take It With You’. I’m sure you’ve heard this advice many times in your life, 
and yet our materialistic world teaches the opposite, in creative and persuasive ways. Join us on the 
following dates as we discuss: 

Date       Title                                                Scripture                            Faclitator 
7/12/18   Chapter 4 – Live Victoriously         Psalm 42                           Karen Coultas 
7/19/18   Chapter 5 – Live Boldly                 Matthew 25: 14-29             Larry Cottrell 
7/26/18   Chapter 6 – Live Courageously     Hebrews 10: 23-25            Larry Cottrell 
8/2/18     Chapter 7 – Live Triumphantly      Luke 9: 10-17                     Gary Thomas 
 

Time: 6:30pm - 7:30pm - Room 110                         No Class the first week of July – Happy 4th 
Materials: $10, scholarships available 

 
 
Coming in the Fall: 

An introduction to the United Methodist Church. This will be a 5 week class that will explore the Formation of 
the church, John Wesley and his Theology, and the history and structure of the church. This will be a good opportunity 
for those from other Christian traditions to come to a greater understanding of the beliefs and how the church operates in 
order to accomplish the United Methodist Church mission, to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” Look for more information in future Anona Magazines. 

Point of View: This will be a 3 week class that explores how we talk about controversial issues where Christians 
have come to different understandings and interpretation of scripture. In our contentious society, how can we have the 
mind of Christ, respect others who come to a decision different from our own and talk with grace to one another. The 
United Methodist church will have a special called General Conference in 2019 to deal with the language about homo-
sexuality in our Book of Discipline. This class will help us to talk about the issues that divide us so that we can be more 
understanding of others without trying to convince anyone to change their view. Look for more information in future 
Anona Magazines. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

1          RCS Food Pantry 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

2 

 6:30 PM Church Council 

 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

3               

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

 

4             Church Closed 
  6:30 PM AA 

   

8          Change 4 Change  
5:00 PM Anona Nights  

6:00 PM Youth Group, LinC 

  

9 

5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

10 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

15         Blood Mobile  
6:00 PM Youth Group      

16 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

17 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

22 

5:00 PM Anona Nights      

6:00 PM Youth Group, LinC 

6:30 PM Book Club 

23 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

24 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Summer Choir

29  Children’s Home Sunday 

6:00 PM Youth Group      

30 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

31 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Church Closed  5 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
  6:00 PM Outbound Team 
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9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

7 

8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Have You Ever Seen a Hearse  

                 Pulling a Trailer 
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9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

14 

7:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

19 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Have You Ever Seen a Hearse  

                 Pulling a Trailer 

  7:00 PM Hope Support 

20 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

21 

Walk15® with Molly    

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Summer Choir 

26 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Have You Ever Seen a Hearse  

                 Pulling a Trailer 

   

27 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

28 

   



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, voice, and music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or con-
tact Director Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Brendan Black (Ross-guitar); Bryson Black (Ross-piano); Abby Milas (Ross-piano); 
Madeline Huggins (Ross-piano);  Elizabeth Salvie (Ross-bass); Drew Baxter (Banmally-violin) 

SUMMER LESSONS:  The Academy teaches year-round, and summer is a great time to begin lessons 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW VIOLIN TEACHER:  We are so pleased that Alison Banmally is now teaching violin for the 
Academy.  She was a long-time student of our brilliant former violin teacher, Dr. James Enright.  Welcome Alison! 

GUITAR/BASS LESSONS:  Sandy Ross is now teaching guitar and bass as well as piano and music theory. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories. Tax receipt given 
upon request. Thank you.  THANKS to anonymous donor for donation of great “Fake Book”. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE:  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship lessons will be available for 
the foreseeable future. If you or your child wishes to take music lessons but you do not have the financial means to do 
so, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above phone/email.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS: Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Chris-
tian musicians. Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with 
“Academy Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/
Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall/FX).  Thank you!! 

REMINDER:  24-hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment (emergency exceptions). 

ARTICULATIONS: Articulations are symbols used to indicate how a note or chord is played. Four main articulations 
are: staccato (short), legato (connected), tenuto (hold for full value), and marcato (more forceful than an accent). 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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How To Get What You Want From Others 

Most people who enter a Counselor’s office are in emotional distress because of what someone else 
did or said to them. While it is true that good people have really terrible things happen, just as true is 
that many people want others to do something else, say other words, or be different in some way. 

Well, I can help you stay out of the counselor’s office by sharing with you how to get what you want 
from others. Are you intrigued yet? 

Seek Justice: No, not retribution. The word ‘justice’ is often confused 
with judgement. The true definition of ‘justice’ is just behavior or treat-
ment. The word ‘just’ is defined as being fair. So, justice means behavior that is fair. 
But, instead of seeking it from others, turn your eyes inward and seek personal behav-
ior that is fair. 

Love Mercy: Mercy is defined as compassion or forgiveness. Since everyone you know 
is a fallible human being, having a compassionate heart and being willing to forgive im-
proves relationships abundantly. 

Walk Humbly with God. See others how God sees them, especially those who have caused you hurt. In this way you 
will see past their actions through to the cause of their behavior. 

Freedom is meeting your own emotional needs without reliance on others. You can get what you want from others by 
removing the need you place on them to provide you what you need. Replace the focus on other people’s behavior with 
focus on your own behavior and you will attain emotional freedom. Do that and I guess I won’t see you in my office. 

But, if you need me or any of our wonderful professionals, Pastors or Stephen Ministers, we are here for you to help 
you seek justice, love mercy and walk humbly. 

                                                                                                                                                          Dina Meitner, LCSW 

 

 

 



Hands of Healing—Guatemala Medical Mission—Shayla’s Story 

Almost 17 years in the medical field I can honestly say I have spent my career doing what I love. 

The core of medicine is universal, to help those in need. Having said that, its availability is not 

quite as wide spread. The opportunity to touch even a few of the lives outside the reach of modern 

medical borders was definitely a desire God put on my heart. A few years ago, we were sitting in 

the contemporary service and the group going to Guatemala with Hands of Healing was being 

commissioned. I looked at my husband and smiled, he knew too I was being called to serve. At the 

time we had two young children, ages 1 and 3, so the thought of leaving them to go out of the country was scary. God 

again provided an opportunity to touch others with the blood pressure clinic. I was able to serve for two years while my 

children grew; this made my desire to go even stronger. This year I answered God’s call and made the trip of a lifetime 

to serve the people of Guatemala. My heart belongs to God, my family, and medicine. With the support of my family, 

my first mission trip with my church kept all three in focus.                                                                        -Shayla Bailey 
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5th Sunday Special Giving to the Children’s Home 
 

Sunday, July 29th is the Celebration of Fifth Sunday, when your Special Offer-
ings go to the Florida United Methodist Children's Home (FUMCH).   

About 120 Children live at the 2 Campuses, north of Orlando and east of Talla-
hassee. 15 from Anona visited FUMCH on March 17th, on the Annual Day on Campis Tour, where we witnessed the 
amazing support and service our kids receive. 

Your Special Gifts support the day to day needs required to provide a safe place for FUMCH kids to live.  The Children's 
Home also provides services such as Foster Care, Community Day Care, Independent Living, and Emergency Shelter 
care. With all of the On and Off Campus services, your gifts support over 400 children daily. 

Your FUMCH Kids Love Anona!!  

School Supply Collections throughout July!! 

Each year in December, members of Anona generously give to 
support the children of the Micronesian Community in Dunedin. 
Some of you may have even met Pastor Tim Barton of First 
UMC of Dunedin at our Mission Expo just a few months ago. 
Many people that stopped by Pastor Tim’s booth asked how 
they could help the children, not just at Christmas, but through-
out the year and one repeated item that comes across his desk is the request for school supplies. 

This month we will be collecting school supplies to help stock those children with the items they need, and hopefully, a 
nice supply to keep them going throughout the year. Collection bins will be located in the Marketplace, by the long hall-
way entrance to Traditional and by the Narthex entrance to Contemporary. The most requested items are: 

* Backpacks 
* 1” Three-ring binders 
* Pens (black/blue) 
* Pencils 
* Composition Books (wide & college ruled) 
* Spiral Notebooks (wide & college ruled) 

In December we had 68 pre-school and school aged children on the list from the Micronesian Community. Some of you 
may ask whether the kids are required to carry clear backpacks? Each school has different rules and there is no “across 
the board” regulation at this time on type of backpacks. 

I would like to thank you for your generosity, for your giving spirit. For always stepping up when it comes to Missions. 
Anona is able to support so many, to reach out and lift up those in the church and in the community, thanks to you. 

At the same time as we are collecting for the Micronesian Children, our VBS will also be collecting school supplies as 
part of their mission for the month of July as well. VBS will be supporting Seminole Middle School with supplies for 
those in need.  



 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: August 26 
 
There will be no assigned book to read in July and no July meeting. As John and Joan would 
say, Go Fishing! We wish all safe and fun vacations. Look for your August book to be listed in 
August’s news letter.  
 
 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and 
members. Meetings are typically held on the fourth Sunday of 
the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room. Consider joining a 
fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and on-
going learning.  
 
Questions? Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, 
for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly  
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the group exercise 
version of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable 
to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 
minute miles add up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably 
with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and join us Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly 
Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewithmolly@gmail.com 
 
It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
Many grandparents are finding themselves in high level support roles, helping their 
children raise their own children. Grandparents are becoming more and more involved 
in their grandchildren’s lives: daycare, primary caregivers, transporters, you name it, grandparents do it. This group is a 
place for grandparents to share in their joy and concerns about these roles while sharing ideas and resources. Want to 
know more about this group, contact Lee McAuliffe 224-501-5809 or Sandy O’Bryant 727-688-2612.  Come experience 
support and blessings, Tuesdays at 10:30 in the youth room. 
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten, 727-804-1375, for more information. 
 
Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Nancy Wooten, 727-804-1375. 
 
Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) is a small group who meets for fellowship and activities.  The group ’s 
mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted, provide information about Anona, and grow together spiritu-
ally. SSR’s meet October through March. If interested in participating contact Ted Pinkerton, pinkertd@miamioh.edu for 
additional information. Have a blessed summer, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall. 
 
Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (will resume in Oct) 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month (currently on summer recess and 
will resume this fall, October).  We always begin our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellow-
ship, and sharing our concerns & joys. We also contribute to “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New re-
cruits are always welcome. The next meeting will be at the residence of Marie Krampert on October 11. Please contact 
Judy Crossman with questions: 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com. 
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COOKBOOKS will be here sometime this month! The book contains nearly 300 
recipes and other useful information, and has a gorgeous photo of Anona on the cover! 
UMW members will be in the Marketplace on several Sunday mornings to sell books 
and deliver the ones that were pre-ordered. Announcement will be made at all services 
on those days. The cost is $12.00 per book. Thank you for your support! 
 

As is customary, Rachel Circle will not be meeting during the summer. Their next meet-
ing will be Thursday, September 13, and members of both circles will be filling 
ditty bags to be sent to Good Samaritan and Beth-El migrant missions. We will appreciate donations during the summer 
of the following items to be included in the ditty bags: 

Priscilla Circle will continue to meet monthly during the summer at Glenwood on the 2nd Tuesday of the month  
and will be conducting our monthly program for the “Miracles” girls.  

 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join either of our circles. 

Men’s Ministries for, with, and by Men of Anona 

Anona’s Lawn Care Crew needs some more people: mowing, trimming, or edging. Just show 
up Thursday morning at 7 am. Equipment is provided. 

Igniting Men Conference – Moved from June 16 to August 25 - Edgewater United Methodist 
Church, Port Charlotte, FL 8:30 am – 3:00 pm.  A fellowship with men among other United Methodist churches, and 
powerful teaching on topics that effect every man. A selection of 12 breakout seminars dealing with fatherhood, men-
toring younger men, overcoming addictions, cultivating healthy masculinity, being honest, and more. A special 
roundtable session being held to address the need for Godly men to challenge a culture that supports violence against 
women and help men recognize, respond to, and prevent violence against women.  Call 941-240-1636 for group dis-
counts on 10+ attendees. Visit https://ignitingmen.com for tickets! Students 13-19 $15 including lunch; $10 without 
lunch. Men 20+ $25 including lunch; $20 without lunch. 

Are you living too much secularly and not enough spiritually? Matthew 6:33 says: “….seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Do you want to live more spiritually 
through the presence of God in your thoughts, actions, deeds, words and relationships? First, and immediately, pray 
more. Ask God to show Himself in all your life today. Then seek Him throughout the events and people He puts in your 
life. He is present in places where you least expect to find Him. Then, daily live through God’s word. Read your Bible 
and doggedly apply the message(s) that show up in ways that will glorify Him. Lastly, take the risk and seek relation-
ships with the people God puts in your life through your work, church and family. They are not there by accident. Live 
more authentically with Jesus followers who daily seek to experience God’s transforming presence in their lives. Will 
you lead a secular or a spiritual life? The choice is yours. - Jim Boesch, a certified men’s ministry specialist and a de-
ployed staff member of the General Commission on UM Men jimboesch68@gmail.com. 

Fall 2018 Men’s Expedition “Manhood is a Team Sport” - 70th Annual Men’s Spiritual Weekend at the Life Enrich-
ment Center, Leesburg, FL Organizer: Michael Maxwell - UMM Florida info@ummflorida.com Starts Friday Oct 19 at 3 
pm. Ends Saturday Oct 20 at 4 pm. Keep watching https://ummflconf.org/ 

Anona’s All Pro Dads program is looking for more dads and men to join the APDD team. This is a four to six 
times a year commitment that happens at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30 am. Contact Rev. Richard Landon at 
Richard@anona.com or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext 243. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings at 7 – 8 pm. This class is engaging in the writings of the 
minor prophets of the Bible. All men welcomed. 

Anona’s Tuesday Morning Men’s Breakfast Group – Meets from 6:45 – 7:45 am every Tuesday year round. 

Other opportunities for men to serve Christ at Anona: Singing with Anona Chordsmen or another church 
choir, contact Penny Kolba, 727-595-2581 x237. For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian Lennox at 482
-8379. Visit our Connection Point desk for upcoming mission signups or small group classes. 
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For a man or woman 
* 1 full-size bar of soap & washcloth 
* 1 or 2 disposable razors 
* 1 deodorant 
* 1 toothbrush & 1 toothpaste 
* 2 shampoos & 2 conditioners (travel size, please) 
* 2 pens or pencils 
* 1 small notebook 
* 1 pair of tube socks 
* 1 small packet of Kleenex 
* 1 comb or brush 
 

For a boy or girl 
* 1 full-size bar of soap & washcloth 
* 1 comb or brush 
* 2 or 3 travel-size shampoos 
* 1 toothbrush & 1 toothpaste 
* 1 pair of child’s scissors 
* 1 box nontoxic washable markers 
* 2 glue sticks 
* 2 pencils 
* 1 notebook 
* 1 pair of socks 
* 1 stuffed animal or toy 



Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Sunday, July 8th at 12:30pm and Wednesday, July 11th at 10:30am in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Ar-
ea). Our next Membership Sunday is July 29th at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from 
you!  sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

In June, we handed out white information update cards to those attending services. This is something we will 
begin doing semi-annually. For this update, we asked you to designate one adult family member to be 
the primary contact for contribution (giving) communications. We needed that person’s name, email, street ad-
dress, and phone numbers. If you were not able to attend services on one of those weeks, we ask that you email 
the same information requested above to our Financial Secretary, Eileen Fynan: eileen@anona.com.  
 
This updated information will be useful as we open up new channels of communication and give the ability for you 
to see your church profile at your convenience online! You will be able to update your address, view the groups 
you belong to, and view your contribution history. 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
07/01 Char Cowdin 
  Carol Swallow 
07/02    Gwen Kearns 
07/03 Norma Imbody 
07/04 Joe South 
  Fred Thompson 
07/05 Helen Stripling 
  Don Whitley 
07/06 Dan Reid 
07/10 Liz Kirkman 
07/11 Esther Seidel 
07/12 Shirley Walker 
07/13 Elizabeth Poole 
07/14 Peggy Reid 
  Vern Thompson 
07/15 Jim Cordea 
  Shirley Zornow 
07/16 Aleida Mehalko 
  Bobbie Wycoff 
07/17 Evie Bowles 
07/19 Eileen Wares 
  Marie Woodhouse 
07/20 Ed Grabau 
  Margaret Hilleary 
07/21 Erna Leadbeater 
07/22 Maxene McConn 
07/24 Shelby Paskel 
07/25 Jim Daniels 
07/26 David Johnson 
             Mildred McCormack 
  Phyllis Slater 
  Martha Stone 
07/27 Barbara Hudson 
  Rich Keast 
07/28 Randy Koser 
07/29 Dave Hunt 
07/30 Dorothy Sciullo 
07/31 Maureen Bolduc 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
 
The Family of Molly Selleck, who was Confirmed and joined in 2016. 
 
The Family of Susan Anderegg, who joined in 2017. 
 
The Family of Adelaide Poulter, who joined in 1977. 
 
The Family of Virginia Anderson, who joined in 1959. 
 
The Family of Ron Roseman, who joined in 2008. 
 
The Family of Nelson Newby, who joined in 2017. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
07/03 Bob & Barbara Dunton 42 yrs. 
 Bud & Annette Habbe 55 yrs. 
 Phil & Evelyn Lawrence 53 yrs. 
 Lee & Mary Anne Neville 48 yrs. 
 Brad & Bobbi Paye 42 yrs. 
07/04 Marion & Ruth Coopwood 65 yrs. 
 Dave & Jackie Gerald 33 yrs. 
 Allen & Linda Hawthorne 43 yrs. 
 John & Joanie Pickens  48 yrs. 
07/06 Jim & Catherine Hass 55 yrs. 
07/07 John & Pamela Fischer 45 yrs. 
07/08 Bob &  Mary Cales 30 yrs. 
 Mike & Tammy Rubino 31 yrs 
 John & Joan Wills  51 yrs. 
07/10 Robert & Stacia Lord 26 yrs. 
 Steve & Maureen Villano 37 yrs. 
 John & Jean Zoda 36 yrs. 
07/13 Jon & Dale West 50 yrs. 
07/14 Michael & Diane Waldron 28 yrs. 
07/15 Alan & Marilyn Raun 67 yrs. 
07/18 Chip & Penny Padgett 54 yrs. 
07/19 Hal & Jan Pirkl 59 yrs. 
07/20 Dick & Joyce Lippert 60 yrs. 
 Gary & Marjorie Patenaude 50 yrs. 
 Ronn & Mary Ann Raszetnik 55 yrs. 
07/21 Blake & Eunice Caldwell 62 yrs. 
07/22 C.J. & Sandy Dunn 46 yrs. 
 Louis & Norma Imbody 40 yrs. 
 Dieter & Dee Schmid 51 yrs. 
07/23 Rodney & Cheryl Finke 35 yrs 
07/26 Larry & Maria Lindquist 38 yrs. 
07/27 Jim & Sharleen Evans 55 yrs. 
07/29 John & Chris Jones 57 yrs. 
 Bill & Phyllis Robertson  65 yrs. 
07/30 James & Christine Eskald 33 yrs. 
 Richard & Roberta Kidd 52 yrs. 
 Bob & Nancy McLachlan 41 yrs. 
07/31 Gary & Sandy Lindsey 26 yrs. 
 Jonathan & Barbara Stubbs 41 yrs. 
 



“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  Tell God what you need, and then thank Him for all He 
has done.  Then you will experience God’s peace which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard 
your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:6-8)   These words from the Bible have surely 
helped me in my journey as I serve in Stephen Ministry. 

When I became a Stephen Minister, I knew I was never very good at public speaking, and I 
didn’t want to make a fool of myself as I prayed. 

I thought my words had to be “just so” and my thoughts all planned.  As I prayed with my first 
Care Receiver, I struggled to make  it “sound” just right.  

 Then, during our devotion times, I realized the simple prayers which followed the lesson 
each day were just talking to God. Then I helped in FX, and  what I was teaching the children 
was what I needed to see: “Prayer is talking with God.” 

So, in my next meeting with my Care Receiver I asked her what she wanted to pray about. 
Suddenly the true needs of her heart poured out.  She prayed aloud, and I heard HER talk 
with God.  God was teaching me to pray. 

Now I do pray before we meet.  I ask for compassion, listening skills and to be empathetic  to 
her needs.Our meetings are open, honest and we both feel very close to God as we talk with 
God together. 

As promised in the scripture above, we have a real sense of God’s peace. 

If you need the fellowship of prayer in your life, why not call the church and ask for a Stephen 
Minister with whom you can share your concerns. 
 

Maureen Livers 

Learning to Pray 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 

Each week we visit in area hospitals, rehab centers, and call on persons who are unable to come to Church. We have 

one of the best church outreach and support ministries in the country and it’s because we have many great individu-

als who volunteer their time on one of our three teams; Hospital Care Team, Rehab Care Team, and our Outbound 

Care Team. We don’t want to miss anyone who is facing one of these situations, so help keep us informed by calling 

the church office at 595-2581 and pass the word along. If you receive the recorded message, please enter 225 and 

follow the prompts to leave a message. This extension is monitored three times a day so that we may respond quickly 

with one of our teams. Have a safe and healthy summer.  

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, July 19, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: 

johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or 727-366-4106 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 

18 



Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Anona Nights Minister cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Assistant Student Ministry Dir. casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Michael Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:00 - 360 United in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

 
Independence Day—July 4 

Celebrate our Freedom and Love for Country while  
Appreciating those who have and continue to serve! 

 
Anona Nights Preview Nights: July 8 & 22 

5pm in Worship Center 
 

Worship Arts Day Camp—July 13, Aug 3 
Kids 1st-8th grade can learn songs, dance steps,  

and drama skits for FX the following Sundays.  
Register online: anona.com/kidsevents 
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