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Jack Stephenson 
 

Senior PastorSenior PastorSenior Pastor   
595-2581 x224 

Jack@anona.com 

May is a happening month.  We say goodbye on the 7th to my wife Sharon who is retiring from the Pre-
school (remember those cards and emails we are going to give her).  That same day is our 40th anniversary 
and I’ve got to say what a great wife and mother she has been for our family.  I met her when she was just 
coming out of the Navy.  Tough as nails, brilliant, and beautiful.  I didn’t stand a chance. 

That night is the youth banquet which is a really awesome experience.  If you’ve never gone you need to get 
your tickets early.  We will have already had beach night and confirmation Sunday, so this is a celebration of 
every grade in the youth group. 

That Friday is the end of the year celebration for the preschool (Friday the 12th) leading to Mother’s Day 
weekend on the 14th.  The next Sunday, the 21st is Grad Sunday where we will celebrate our graduates with 
their robes on.  The last Sunday in the month, the 28

th
 is Memorial Day Sunday.  Then the 30

th
 our summer 

camp program begins for elementary kids, and our youth department begins an awesome summer of 17 (if 
you child or grandchild isn’t in youth at Anona yet, get ‘em in before the summer because it’s going to be a 
life memory that will define who they are for the challenges of the years to come. 

“Surprising quality for every generation”.  In May we certainly see that for our families raising children.  I pray 
you see it in the church experience in your generation.   

 

May 7th:  Esther 4:14, “For such a time as this”.  Our life is an intentional act of God given to creation so that 
during our life we are what God raises up for this moment.  One of my favorite phrases comes from a Kan-
sas song, “I close my eyes, only for a moment and the moment’s gone.” 

May 14th, Mother’s Day: Proverbs 31 is King Lemuel’s mother’s advice on a good woman.  “Son don’t mess 
around, find a good woman.”  Lots of good places just need a good woman.  We celebrate every year the 
good women God has placed in our lives, and of course our mother is at the heart of that.  God gave every 
one of us a mother to start us off right. 

May 21st, Graduation Sunday: Ecclesiastes 2:22, “There is nothing better than to eat and drink and enjoy 
your work”.  Advice to graduates is also advice to us in a timeless way.  If you find yourself washing dishes, 
love the work and enjoy the time.  Waiting for a task to be over is the way to insanity. 

May 28th, Memorial Sunday: is of course the last Sunday in the month and we will be remembering. 

 

Your Pastor, 
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When my son was born, his room was painted in a circus theme by one of my artistic co-workers.  Several people said 
they thought he would be scared by the drawings that included a tiger, elephant, clown, lion, monkey and the ringmaster.  
I was determined to make these figures so familiar that they would be a comfort, not a frightening thing.  So every night 
from the time I brought him home from the hospital, one of our bedtime rituals was to walk around the room and say 
goodnight to every figure on the wall.  It took a while as I talked about each one and how they would watch over him all 
night long.  I wasn’t sure if it would make any difference, but I continued day, after day, after day. 
 
You have probably had times when you were facing a low spiritual time in your life.  Perhaps it was due to things you 
had done that were not turning out well.  Perhaps it was things completely out of your control that hit you like a ton of 
bricks.  Even in our good times, as we seek to follow Jesus teachings, we see so much need all around us that we won-
der if what we are doing is really making any difference.  It’s easy to get overwhelmed when faced with worry, deteriorat-
ing health, relationship problems, financial stress, death of a loved one, addictive behaviors, loss of independence, fear, 
local and world conflict and a host of other problems.  The scriptures are full of stories of people just like us who faced 
these same things.  Their stories of overcoming adversity and persevering are rooted in their determination to follow 
God.   
 
Living with determination and hope is the essence of faith.  We can seize it every day when we choose to live with hope 
in Christ Jesus.  It’s a choice we must make each day. I repeat a choice we must make each day. Our determination to 
follow God and seek his will is not always going to come easy.  You may not be sure if it will make any difference, but 
you must continue day, after day, after day.   
 
 
May 6th – Breakfast for Pack-a-Sack, $4    
Thrift Store Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday 9a - noon 
 

Pastor Gary   

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 

 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

Fighting Hunger and Food Insecurity 
One Kid and One School at a Time 

$4 Breakfast benefits Pack-a-Sack 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit Pack-A-Sack.  

Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 

 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

Galatians 6:9 
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.  

I have to confess that there are times when I get a great deal of satisfaction from doing some of the simpler chores at 
home: vacuuming the house, putting away the laundry, getting the leaves out of the pool, etc. These tasks always have 
a defined start and ending time to them (ie: You’re done when the floor or pool is clean, or the laundry basket is empty). 
It’s the kind of thing you can get done, check it off your list, and get on with the activities of the day. On the other hand, 
ministry and the work of the church is an ongoing activity. The old adage, “Sunday’s coming” is real when even after an 
inspirational Sunday of worship, the next Sunday is only a week away. 

When I got back into an exercise routine this past year, I remember that I started it “Rambo Style” thinking I could simp-
ly go on a crash diet, exercise over and above what I needed, and knock it all out in a few months and get back to the 
rest of my life, treating it like I was cleaning the house or putting away laundry.  I got weary pretty fast, and learned that I 
needed to find a pace that I could maintain if I wanted this to be a part of my everyday life. So too is our desire to do 
good in ministry. I’ve witnessed people new to the faith dive into every ministry they could find, only to burn out from all 
of them in a short time. Or others who have been in ministry for years, but don’t take the time to find balance in their 
current lifestage, and find themselves weary doing the same things they used to do many years ago when their energy 
and lifestage were different. 

This month we’re talking about determination, and my prayer for us this month is that we can not only find joy in serving 
and doing what is right, but that we can also find that balance in our life and lifestage, so that our serving can continue 
to be a joy-filled experience for ourselves and for others, and allow us to experience the reap at harvest time with joy, 
and an excitement and energy that says “Great job! What’s next?”  See you Sunday! 

Rev. Jeremy Herrington 



 

Richard Landon 
 

 

Multi-Site Pastor 
595-2581 x243 

richard@anona.com 
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It's a busy month at 360 United!  

We are continuing our "Can I Ask That?" series that explores 
questions about our faith tradition that we sometimes are afraid 
to ask or think we shouldn't ask publicly. What if, instead of run-
ning from or hiding our questions and doubts, we faced and 
sought answers to them together?   

Here's some of what else is happening: 

 Our confirmation class will soon be coming to a close and 
we'll get to lift them up in worship.  

 We'll be celebrating the gift of the women in our lives. Why? Because it's on Mother's Day!  

 Finally, we'll be honoring our graduates and moving our elementary, middle and high school students at the end of 
the month (can you believe another school year is over???) 

It's an awesome month of activity and celebration! Be part of something bigger than yourself by joining us in worshiping 
the God that gives us so many things to celebrate. 

May 360 United Events: 

May 14th – Mother’s Day Event 
May 28th – Pack A Sack Mission 

Visit http://www.360united.org/church-events/ for a list of all our events! 

 
Message Series: Can I Ask That? 

May 7                             Bible or Science                                   Genesis 1:1-5 
In today’s modern world, we often see the Bible pitted against science. You can’t believe one and hold to the other. The 
question is, are they really opposites that cannot find common ground? What if, from a Christian perspective, we saw 
both the Bible and science as gifts of God? What if it wasn’t the Bible or science? What if, instead, it was and always 
was supposed to be, the Bible and science? 

May 14 A Woman’s Place Acts 2:17-18 
The Bible is, in many respects, a “man’s book.” The main actors in the Old Testament are largely male (Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David…). Things don’t change when you hit the New Testament with its male-leaning emphasis 
(Jesus, John the Baptist, Peter, Paul…). An emphasis on men, however, does not equal exclusion of women. It’s Moth-
er’s Day, let’s look at a woman’s place in the Bible and the church of today. 

May 21 How Can We Hope?  John 11:38-44 
We all have times in our lives where it feels like everywhere we turn, we are faced with another tragedy, heartache, or 
piece of bad news. Whether we see it in our personal lives or on the evening news, sometimes the pain of life can leave 
us desperate and overwhelmed. And yet, God calls us to have hope- but how do we do that when our circumstances 
seem so hopeless? Join us as we take a look at how Jesus responds to even the most hopeless situations, and what 
that means for us today. 

May 28 Treasure Hunt Matthew 6:33 
Sometimes our lives can seem like a treasure hunt. In the midst of our pursuing, there seems to be times we feel we are 
lost and off course.  There are also times where we feel like we are centered and tracking good. Fortunately, we have 
the ultimate treasure hunter, “Our Heavenly Father”, seeking to walk with us through it all. 
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Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

The School Year Ends … and Summer Begins! 
The school year is coming to a close and summer is right around the corner.  As we prepare to honor the graduating 
VPK class here at ACDC, we look back on the year and celebrate the accomplishments and growth of all of the chil-
dren in our program.  We embraced the celebrations and acknowledge that, with God’s grace, we partnered through 
the struggles, upsets, and surprises that come with teaching and raising God’s little ones. Cherish the moments that 
make you smile, and remember, we are not alone in this journey.  God has great plans for His children and here, at 
ACDC, we smile as we watch each child take the next step on their journey.    

Elementary Summer Camp “Let’s 
Be All We Can Be” is open for reg-
istration!   All of us are created by 
God, unique and perfect, just the 
way we are!  This is such awe-
some great news!  When we join in 
Summer Camp activities and 
share our talents, personalities, 
interests and skills – lots of fun 
and friendship will happen!  Each 
week a new character strength is 
highlighted.  These character 
strengths are self-control, grati-
tude, creativity, optimism, courage, 
cooperation, compassion, flexibil-
ity, respect, and love.   Bring a 
friend along who is in kindergarten 
through 5th grade and join Sum-

mer Camp Fun at Anona Child Development Center!  Pick and choose the weeks that stir an interest and meet your 
family’s needs. 

Weekly activities include swimming at the pool, participating in the STEAM program at the library, exploring a variety of 
interests with our Friday Club Program, and taking some fun-filled field trips.  Be sure to ask your child to share their 
Kohl’s Cooking recipes with the family.  Yum!  So much to do this summer! 

Call the school office 727.593.5437 to choose your weeks for the summer.  “Let’s Be All We Can Be” together! 
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Anona.com/nursery, for 6 week—2 year old children: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 No food or drink in the nursery 
 Classroom A: 6 weeks—1 year old 
 Children play & interact with children their own age 
 Classroom B: 2 year olds 

Children explore different bible themes through story,      
craft, & song.  Key Question: Who’s Got It?  Bottom 
Line: God’s Got It.  “Don’t worry about anything.” Philippi-
ans 4:6, NIrV 

 
Godly Play, for 3 – 4 year old children: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for 

children that lets them explore their faith through play, sto-
ries, and parables from the Bible. 

 In May, we will learn about: The Good Sheppard and the 
wolf, The Lords Supper lesson 1, The Lords Supper lesson 
2, Ascension. 

 Classroom C: Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM 

The first stage of Family Trek 
is Discover: where children  

under 5 learn how to  
discover God for themselves. 

Parents Morning Out ends May 10th 
Wednesdays, 9am-12pm 

 

Children that are at least walking and under 2 
years old as of August 17th are invited join us for 
indoor/outdoor play, music, crafts and stories. The 
cost is $15 per week. Preregistration for fall by 
emailing Kandace@Anona.com or calling Kandace 
Melzer: 595-2581 ext 250. 

Dates Themes and trips 

May 30–June 2 Animal Planet                                                    Clearwater Aquarium 

June 5–9 Buggin Out!                                    St. Pete Science Center and Show 

June 12–16 Exploration                                                            Great Explorations 

June 19–23 Reptiles &  Amphibians           Turtle Park with Ranger Presentation 

June 26–30 Fun & fitness                                                                   Jump Station 

July 3–7 Stars & Stripes                                                          Fire Department 

July 10–14 Anona Rock Stars                                               Highland Play World 

July 17–21 Rollin’ Along                                                                      Astro Skate 

July 24–28 Express yourself                                    Countryside Ice Skating Rink 

July 31–Aug. 4 Summer Time Blues                Bounce House & Waterslide at Anona 

mailto:Kandace@Anona.com


Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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Class Day Time Place 

        

F.A.S.T Crowd Sunday 9:30 am Room 110 

Bible Fellowship Class Sunday 9:30 am Bride’s Room 

        

Men’s Bible Study Monday 7:00 pm Room 117 (off Worship Center) 

        

Morning Men’s Group Tuesday 6:45 am Wesley Hall 

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 7:00 pm Room 110 

        

Pastor Jack’s Class Wednesday 10:30 am Room 110 

        

Women’s Bible Study Thursday 10:00 am Room 110 

Easter is behind us.  The close of a school year and a few long, lazy days of summer are ahead 
of us.  The Simply Worship community continues "The Year of Living Prayerfully.  Each month 
in 2017, we are practicing different types of prayer and teachings about prayer that open our 

minds and hearts to how we can grow in our own prayer life.  Here's what's ahead for the next few months: Contempla-
tive Prayer featuring prayers of Richard Rohr, Circle Prayers, the prayer life of John Wesley, prayers of Rev. John Hires, 
Jr. (our very own family member), the Prayer of Jabez, Prayers from prophets and saints in the Bible including Abra-
ham, Moses, Daniel, Paul and Mary mother of Jesus.  If you are looking for something different to add to your prayer life 
join us each week for a time of acoustic/acapella worship with 15 minutes of quiet time followed by coffee, community 
and conversation with a diverse group of people.  10:45 Anona chapel.  ?’s, email Deb at: dbhilleary@gmail.com.   
 

            “Like” us on the Anona Simply Worship Facebook page. 

Starting Soon: Parables from the Back Side, Volume 2:  Jesus often used parables to teach his disciples and those 
that followed him.  A parable while fictitious is a true to life story that is easy to remember and retell and teaches a les-
son through comparison or contrast.  The parables of Jesus are some of the most remembered stories of the Bible.  
 
Join us as we explore Jesus parables over the next three months.  This class is designed to cover one parable per class, 
so those with summer travel schedules can join the class at any time without missing foundational information.  We will 
use the book by J. Ellsworth Kala, a well know minister and teacher who has written over 30 books and has been a pre-
senter on Disciple Bible Study videos.  Kalas’s creative approach both clarifies basic teachings and introduces new pos-
sibilities of meaning, even for those who are most familiar with the parables.  This study will provide new perspective on 
these well-known parables  of Jesus. 
 
Check Connection Point and watch for further information on dates and facilitators for this series. 
 
 
 
 

To register for the classes below—visit the Connection Point desk or go online: www.anona.com/adultgroups. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 

12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    

1 

10:00 AM UMW Board 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

2 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun,  

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                Gospel Chordsmen 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out,  

                 Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

4 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

5 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

6 

8:00 AM St Mark’s PackaSack Breakfast 

7           RCS Food Pantry 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

8 

  5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

9 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle  (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM ACDC End of Year Picnic,  

                 Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                Gospel Chordsmen 
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  9:00 AM Parents Morning Out 

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA, Mission Meeting 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

11 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

12 

9:00 AM  ACDC End of Year Program, 

               Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM SHS Band Banquet 

6:30 PM Kids Worship Arts End of  

              Year Concert 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

13 

8:30 AM Hospital Visitation Meeting 

14              Mothers Day 

4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

 

15 

8:00 AM Church Council 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

16 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class, 

                 Sew Much Fun, Walk15®  

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen, 

                 Worship Committee 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

18 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

19 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course 

6:00 PM Lead Like Jesus 

7:00 PM Academy Recital  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

20 

8:30 AM Lead Like Jesus 

3:00 PM Academy Recital  

21 Membership Sunday 

      Graduation Sunday 
4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

5:00 PM Youth Group    

 

22 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

23 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group                        

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun, Walk Live 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

                 Gospel Chordsmen   

24 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

25        Last Day of School 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  5:30 PM Praise in Motion 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

26       ACDC Closed Today 

9:00 AM Teacher Appreciation Breakfast, 

              Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

27 

28  
10:30 AM FX Water Day 

  4:15 PM Praise in Motion 

  5:00 PM Youth Group Shennigans   

  6:30 PM Book Club 

29          Memorial Day  

           ACDC/Office Closed 

30 ACDC Summer Camp Begins 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group  

10:30 AM Choraliers                    

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,   

                 Sew Much Fun, Walk15®  

  7:00 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

31 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly    

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

  

“Let us not become tired of  

doing good. At the right time we 

will gather a crop if we don’t 

give up.”  

GALATIANS 6:9, NIRV  
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“Let us not become tired of  

doing good. At the right time we 

will gather a crop if we don’t 

give up.”  

GALATIANS 6:9, NIRV  

 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, banjo, flute, bass, drums, and music theory.  Please register on-line at anona.com, “Worship”, “Worship Minis-
tries”, “Academy of Arts”, or contact Director Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  Beginning to advanced students 
welcome.  We will work with your schedule whenever possible. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE!  Thanks to our generous donors, scholarship funds are now available for stu-
dents in financial need.  We look forward to serving you! 
  
RECITAL 2017:  Our students are working hard to prepare for our annual Recital, which will be held on Friday, May 19, 
2017 at 7pm, and Saturday May 20, 2017 at 3pm, both in the Traditional Sanctuary.  All are welcome.  No admission 
fee, but donations to the Academy Scholarship Fund are appreciated.  Refreshments will be served after Recital. 
  
TEACHERS’ BREAKFAST 2017:  Our talented students will be performing during the gathering time for Anona’s Teach-
ers’ Breakfast, which will be held on Friday, May 26, the day after school is out.  Thank you students, for volunteering 
for this wonderful event. 
  
DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories. Thank you.  
  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation of Christian musicians. 
Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona UMC with “Academy Dona-
tion” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the Sandy Ross/Academy In Box 
(bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall).  Thank you!!  
  
REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 

emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 
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Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier, Dr. Terry L. Collier,    
Clinical DirectorClinical DirectorClinical Director   

Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, Dina Meitner, 
LCSWLCSWLCSW 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 

 

The Ignition of Motivation 

Determination: Firm or fixed intention to achieve a desired end. It’s easy to apply determination to 
simple things like making toast, or taking a nap. Where the challenges lie are when good intentions 
meet roadblocks, detours, tiredness or waning interest. I mainly see trouble with determination when it 
comes to healthy habits, marriages, and life goals. 

Healthy Habits: It’s hard to stick to healthy habits, but here is a tip to help you. Imagine the benefits of 
a healthier body, and keep that image in your mind. When you are tempted to eat/do something that 
will take you away from your goal, pretend that you are at a huge Imax theater and then project the 
image of your healthier body up on the large screen. Make it big, and then reward yourself with kind 
words of praise. It won’t be long before your determination will yield the great results you wanted. 

Marriages: It’s so wonderful in the beginning. Do you remember those feelings? If 
they are just a memory now, hold on and get help. A good marriage is one of the 
hardest things to do, and one of the most rewarding when it withstands the tests of 
life. It requires both people to be determined to learn how to interact with each other 
in ways that bless and keep them united. 

Life Goals: Procrastination is the enemy of life goal achievement, and low self-
esteem is the culprit that makes procrastination look like a better thing to do. To ac-
complish your life goals, learn first what it takes to love yourself.  

In time, and with the right actions steps, you can accomplish your desires. The igni-
tion of motivation can be sparked through excited determination. 

Let me know if I can help!  

Dina Meitner, LCSW 

Sandy RossSandy RossSandy Ross   
DirectorDirectorDirector   

caseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.comcaseychev@aol.com   
727.430.1316727.430.1316727.430.1316 
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Our next build is: June 10 
6:30A - 2:00P (No May Build) 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave  
Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.   

No construction experience required. 

RCS Stamp Out Hunger—May 13 
Join us on Saturday, May 13th as we help our friends at RCS Stamp Out Hunger.  Each year, postal carriers across the 
nation and in our community collect food items and bring them to the local food banks and this year they are celebrat-
ing their 25th Anniversary!   

RCS is in need of volunteers for shifts from 3-5:30pm and 5:30-8pm that day to help sort food.  Water and snacks are 
provided.  Although there are large fans in the food bank warehouse, it can be warm so please dress comfortably and 
wear closed toed shoes for safety (Please note that volunteers must park at the medical clinic or funeral home to avoid 
being towed).   

This is a great opportunity for individuals of any age, couples, or groups to serve our community.  If you are interested 
in signing up for a shift, please call or email Christi Snyder, RCS Volunteer Coordinator, at 727-441-2029 ext. 204 or 
Christi.snyder@RCSpinellas.org.  You may also check out our Mission Spotlight page at www.anona.com/missions 
where we will be posting an online signup as soon as it becomes available. Hope you can make it! 

CHANGE 4 CHANGE 
Hold Your Change in May & bring it on June 11th! 

 
The 11

th
 grade small group will be collecting 

your spare change to support a number of mis-
sion projects in our community and beyond.  

Thank you! 

SUITCASE SUNDAY 
Mission Possible, a Mother’s Day Tribute on May 14th & May 21st 

Hands of Healing is sponsoring a special Suitcase Sunday, a Mother’s Day Tribute, to 
obtain donations to purchase medications, vitamins, medical and vision supplies for the 
mothers and children in rural Guatemala for our 2017 mission trip.  This is your  
opportunity to honor the significant women in your life by giving to mothers and children 
who are so impoverished.  The poverty level is so extreme that the experience of serving 
in the midst of abject poverty is hard to put into words. 

 In indigenous rural communities of Guatemala the malnutrition rate is close to 70% 
with many mothers and children having only one meager meal per day!  This results 
in stunted physical and mental growth at minimum. 

 Infant and child mortality rates is still 70% among indigenous children of Guatemala. 

 Studies have shown that if mothers, pregnant women and preschool children receive 
multiple vitamins for one full year, the infant and child mortality rates decline.  And, 
both a 15 point increase in IQ along with a 20% increase in height and weight of 
young children occurs!  

 Almost 80% of the Mayan people living in rural Guatemala have no access to  
medical, dental or vision care!  

HOH representatives will be in the Marketplace on May 14th and May 24th after each 
service accepting your generous, tax deductible donations.  Or you may use the envelope 
provided in the Anona monthly magazine to mail in or drop off your donation. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and for allowing HOH to be the hands and feet of Jesus in Guatemala. 

Cuba Caravan—November 2017 
Karen Laukat, our District Coordinator, will be leading 

a Fall United Methodist Caravan to Cuba in November 

2017 (final date TBD). If you are interested in traveling 

to Cuba and staying at one of our sister churches in 

Cardenas, visa applications must be submitted no later 

than June 30
th
 along with a check made payable to 

Anona UMC in the amount of $310. Applicants must 

have an up-to-date passport that does not expire  

within 6 months of travel date. For an application or 

more information, please contact Janice Dean at  

missions@anona.com or 727-804-5028. 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
mailto:missions@anona.com


Anona Book Club’s May book 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini                      
6:30PM, May 28 
 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini, whose book tells the 
“breathtaking story…of two generations of characters brought jarringly together by 
the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives—the struggle to survive, raise a fami-
ly, find happiness—are inextricable from the history playing out around them” in 
Afghanistan (taken from the book’s jacket). 
 
Please join us on Sunday, May 28, in the Bride’s Room at 6:30 PM.  Come in the 
Fellowship Hall door; go toward the Sanctuary.  Just as you enter the Sanctuary, 
turn left, walking behind the pews; turn left  (toward the Wilcox parking lot exit); take 
a few steps down a short hall; enter the door of the Bride’s Room (the back of the 
Sanctuary).  Enjoy a fun group of people who love books and sharing ideas.  Dis-
cussions are open to all.   
 
Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net 
 
Plan ahead: June’s book is Pilot’s Wife by Anita Shreve. Discussion will be June 25. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Walk15 with Molly  **No Classes on May 2, 9, or 10** 
Walk Live is now Walk15! Still a heart-pumping, calorie torching, aerobic workout, Walk15® is the 
group exercise version of Leslie Sansone’s "Walk at Home" video programs. Easy to follow, adaptable 
to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add 
up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress comfortably with athletic shoes, bring your water bottle, and join 
us Tuesdays at 6PM and Wednesdays at 9AM. Molly Schaaf 595-7428 walklivewithmolly@gmail.com 
 
Mary Fellowship—Second Thursday of each month 
We invite you to join the Mary Fellowship group for an inspirational devotional and an interesting program presented 
by either one of our members or an invited guest.  We always begin our meetings with prayer, refreshments, Christian 
fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  We also help “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. On May 13th we 
meet at a restaurant of our choice.  We recess after this meeting until Oct. 12th when we will meet at the home of Ma-
rie Krampert.  Call Judy Crossman: 727-595-6872. 
 
Hands of Praise—Tuesdays, 5:30-6pm  
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Nancy Wooten for more information. 
 
Sign Language Class, 6:00pm on Tuesdays in Room 110  
Dive into an in-depth study of ASL as taught by Learn and Master Sign Language (www.learnandmaster.com). This 
class is a fun and stress-free environment with no homework or tests.  Leader to Contact: Nancy Wootten.  
 

Fibromyalgia Support Group—Second Saturday 
If you or someone you know is impacted, you are invited to attend this support group, the 2nd Saturday of each month, 
11am, at Palms of Largo complex (Imperial locations on Alt. Keene Rd—East Rec Room). There is no cost to you!  

Next Meeting is: May 13th, 11am. Call Joel Christie, support group leader, for more info: 727-365-2764. 
 
 
 

Small Group Leaders: 
 

If you would like to inform the members of the church with the fellowship opportunities your small group provides, 
please email those details to Erin@anona.com.  This information is quite useful to ensure our print materials and web-

site are correct.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact, erin@anona.com or call 595-2581, x244. 
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FUNDRAISER:  We wish to thank everyone who supported our cutlery sales fundraiser.  If 
you missed out, you can still browse the RADA catalog and place an order by going to 
www.helpourfundraiser.com and entering 507017 as the internet ordering number.  The pass-
word is anona (all lower case.)  If you have questions or need assistance with this, please call 
Karen Creamer at 765-265-9406. 

ANOTHER ONE!:  It’s time to be thinking about your NUT ORDER already!  Nut sales will be 
September 17 and 24 and October 1 in the Marketplace.  We have a couple of new products this year, so please check 
out the order forms in the July, August and September issues! 

HELP WANTED PLEASE!  We are currently needing someone to embroider our logo on some polo shirts 
and tank tops.  The t-shirt places can’t do the small quantities we need, and they suggested we try to find 
someone with a programmable sewing machine to do it for us.  Help will be appreciated (and compen-
sated!)  

PRISCILLA CIRCLE is still accepting donations of personal care items, clothing and twin size bedding for the Miracles 
Outreach safe houses. Priscilla (Pam) Rosengren is Chair of the Miracles project and can be contacted at 
pamdegren811@hotmail.com or 727-565-7983 if you wish to donate or volunteer.   

We are also partnering with The Dream Center of St Petersburg to help them get their “Restored” Project off the ground. 
They will equip, train and employ women who have survived the trauma of sexual abuse or exploitation (Human Traf-
ficking) and provide therapeutic services to these women for their emotional, spiritual and mental wellness during their 
employment with The Dream Center.  They will be refinishing and repurposing  furniture and other items and are in 
need of  the following equipment: Band saw, Jigsaw, Router and table, Table Saw, Sanders, Screw Guns, an Air Com-
pressor, Work Benches, Sewing machine, and working Laptop Computers (Windows XP or later).  If you have any of 
these items or can donate funds to The Dream Center for purchasing them, please contact Lisa Stiffler (Cell 317-694-
2473 Email lisalisads1@aol.com) for more information or to make a donation. 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

LEAD LIKE JESUS – the Perfect Leadership Role Model 

On May 19-20th Anona UMC (13233 Indian Rocks Road, Largo · (727) 595-2581) hosts a 
Friday/Saturday event where leaders who want to lead like Jesus are invited to register. 

 As disciples or leaders are we edging out God?  Or Exalting God Only?  How much do 
fear, pride and faith play into our roles as leaders? 

 How many spheres of influences do we encounter in our roles as leaders? 

 Starting out and progressing along the Way of the Carpenter 

 Engaging the Head, Heart, Hands, Habits toward leading like Jesus 

The event is being taught by Jim Boesch, UMM Men’s Ministry Specialist will start at 6pm on Friday, May 19 and end 
at 4:30 pm Saturday May 20.  Registration fee: $75 per registrant; includes class materials and meals.  Men and wom-
en are invited to pre-register at the Connection Center or contact Chet Klinger at cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com or call 
727-512-2498.  Because of the intimate nature of this course, this will be a limited seating event.  First come, first 
serve.  Deadline for registration: earliest of May 12 or when the first 35 registrants to sign up. 

Anona Men’s Bible Study - Every Monday night from 7 pm to 8 pm at the Church.  For April, May and June, after con-
cluding the study of Hebrews, Anona’s Men's Bible Class will be studying four issues: "The Mystery of Evil", "The Ca-
naanites", "The Cross", and, "What About the End of the World". The text is the book, "The God I Don't Understand" by 
Christopher Wright.  

Fresh Start Probationer mentoring program which included men and women mentoring light offenders on probation 
is expanding beyond Pinellas into the Gainesville area with seven mentors already trained and two probation offices on 
board.  The Fresh Start program operates under the auspices of the Justice Departments of each county and a variety 
of church ministries.  Christian spiritual guidance is part of the Fresh Start program where the client and the mentor 
agree.  The recidivism rate is highly successful with more than 70% probationers not returning to jail.  Check out their 
website at: http://www.freshstartmentorship.com/---Anybody interested in learning about the program and getting 
trained in being a mentor can contact Ian Lennox at ilennox@verizon.net.  

The From Next Steps for Men  - Iron Sharpens Iron   

IRON SHARPENS IRON National Men’s One-Day Equipping Conferences - For those who missed the April 29 event 
in Clearwater, check out the May 20 event in Lakeland.  Register at www.nextstepsformen.com or 
www.ironsharpensiron.net 

Other Opportunities for Anona’s men - Besides its Monday night Men’s Bible Study and the Fresh Start Probationer 
Mentoring Program, Anona has its Tuesday Men’s Breakfast Group, Anona’s Gospel Chordsmen, its ushers and lawn 
mowing crew, and men and women extensively trained and engaged in Stephen Ministries.  Anona is also engaged in 
its All-Pro Dads program.  For more information, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379  

For more information, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379 or Chet Klinger at 727-512-2498 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately with a Pastor.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  
We are willing to do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 
We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona 
is Wednesday. May 3rd at 10:30am in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area).  Our next Membership Sunday is 
May 21st at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com or phone 
595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Ryan Barker, Drew Baxter, Jennifer Berthy, Kiley Campbell, Emily Cannarozzi, Eric Chiles, Jacob Darcangelo, 
Ella Edmiston, Garrett Gurney, Connor Gurney, Joshua Harry, Lauren Kavanagh, Kendall Kay, Bradley Krupp, 
Ayden Maitner, Megan McCarthy, Kaylee McCarthy, Jake Melvin, Lukas Olsen, Greig Olswold, Elerie 
Rosengarten, Abigail Schroeder, Sean Shelly, Jenica Sweetland, Colton Wicks, Matthew Wieder, Ben Woodard 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
05/02 Elda Fitzsimmons 
  Darlene Gartside 
  Sheila Remley 
05/04 Betty Scrimshaw 
05/07 Carl Liswith 
05/08  Ellen Rosser 
05/09 Joe Madden 
05/12  Loretta Schwering   
05/14 Aline Miller 
  Rae Newman 
05/16 David Stallings 
  Shirley Taylor 
05/17 Katie Keene 
05/21 Claude Sullivan 
05/23 Cate Balmer 
05/25 Nancy Benjamin 
  Nancy Bennett 
  Robert Smuts 
05/28 Bob Musser 
05/29 Bill Bauers 
  Stewart Damon 
05/30 Marion Meldrim 
05/31 Jim Eaton 
 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Eileen Grabill, who joined Anona in 2013. 
 
The Family of Jim Mill, who joined Anona in 1971. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Brenda Brown 
Cindi Dugger 
Curt & Belinda Engelmann 
Susie Q Anderegg 
Fred & Janet Cameron 
Rhonda  Cowgill 
Robert & Geralyn Culverwell 
Gale & Nancy Jones 
Leslie Kennon 
Karen McCord 
Brad & Bobbi Paye 
Ralph & Nancy Pearsall 
Don & Connie Posey 
Sylvia Silcox 
John Potter 
Larry & Vivian VonMoll 
Richard & Anne Hamlin 

Welcome New Members! 

Member Address Change: 
 

Ed Ballas 
37411 Eiland Blvd 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
05/01 Richard & Doreen Schomp 30 yrs. 
05/03 Roy & Janice Terepka 31 yrs. 
05/04 Jeff & Donna Cardelihac 33 yrs. 
05/05 Pat & Rosemary Brogan 27 yrs. 
05/06 Jake & Lisa Moran 29 yrs. 
05/07 Ron & Holy Kinsey 34 yrs. 
 Jack & Sharon Stephenson 40 yrs. 
05/08 Clarence & Marleen Ruppel 69 yrs. 
05/09 Daryl & Lori Stargel 36 yrs. 
05/10 Bob & Janet Martin 48 yrs. 
 Stephen & Susan Warner 31 yrs. 
05/12 Curtis & Sandy Griffin 50 yrs. 
 Bill & Marilyn Mouchett 60 yrs. 
 Barry & Marilyn Wynocker 33 yrs. 
05/15 Richard & Anne Hamlin 29 yrs. 
 Tony & Jackie Isch 41 yrs. 
05/16 Richard & Jean Tavener 58 yrs. 
05/17 Larry & Dana Craigie 49 yrs. 
 Carl & Kathryn Freeburg 31 yrs. 
 Dave & Shirley Misner  31 yrs. 
05/18 Bob & Bernice Burnett 60 yrs. 
05/19 Shivesh & M E Ram 27 yrs. 
 Pat & Jill Vines 27 yrs. 
05/22 Bill & Jeannie Bassett 41 yrs. 
05/23 Larry & Judy Hanks 43 yrs. 
05/26 Jim & Linda Gregg 33 yrs. 
05/27 David & Sherry Lott  39 yrs. 
 B.J. & Cathy Lyons 28 yrs. 
05/29 Bill & Dolly Jamieson  46 yrs. 
 Jesse & Kathy Slinkard 25 yrs. 

Emily Ann (Ellie) Gosselin  
Logan Jeffrey Campbell 
Meagan Kimberly Barrett  

Baptisms: 



“If you need someone to talk to or pray with, a Stephen Minister will be available in the prayer room off the narthex af-
ter the service and he/she will be glad to talk to you”.  Sound familiar?  It should.  You hear this at every service.  Of 
course you may be asking yourself: Just who are these people?  Why should I trust them?  What actually qualifies 
them to hear my story?  Good questions!  I’m glad you asked.  Please allow me to answer you. 

At my former church, a Stephen Ministry was started, but I was not able to join, so when I came to Anona, I was over-
joyed to know that we had a program here. 

Now I am blessed to be one of 12 new Stephen Ministers.  Our commissioning didn’t just happen overnight.  It started 
with a detailed application which is reviewed by the Stephen Ministry Leadership team, followed by individual inter-
views and then extensive training.   

Two Stephen Leaders conduct individual interviews.  They ask about our background and 
why we want to join this ministry.  It is a deep searching process causing us to examine our 
hearts and our souls.  

Next comes a detailed orientation meeting where we met our classmates.  The training for 
and commitment to Stephen Ministry was explained.  Pastor Jack also attended to explain 
to us his commitment to this program and how important it is to our congregation.  Since not 
all churches are fortunate enough to have that Pastoral support, it meant we were in a vital 
ministry in Anona. In the beginning we didn’t all know each other but by the end of that first 
class we had become one cohesive group; friends; sisters and brothers with one goal; to 
help each other to help others. 

Stay tuned.  Next month I will explain more about our training. 

Judi Gerhard 

Stephen Ministry at Anona—Part 1 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care 

 

The Memorial Tree was established in 1990 and located in the Narthex of the Traditional Sanctuary as a way to pro-
vide a visible way to remember a loved one.  A second Memorial Tree was added in 2015 to continue the tradition. A 
donation of $100 will reserve a leaf on the tree.   
 
The Memorial Garden was also established in 1990 to provide a final resting place for the cremated remains of 
church members.  The Garden allows for interment of ashes directly into the soil without containers, which means 
there is unlimited usage available.  This is both ecologically sound as well as theologically appropriate.  A donation of 
$200 is recommended for those that wish this alternative to traditional burial.  This will also include a leaf on the Me-
morial Tree which will include a small rose to signify your ashes have been placed in the Garden. 
 
Forms are available in the church office.  For questions, contact Gary Thomas in the Congregation Care Office at 595
-2581, ext 225 or gary@anona.com. 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, May 4 and 18, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens 

at 596-7378; johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or Teresa Elder at 458-6843; eldergators@ gmail.com.   
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families (and) Friends (of) Lesbians and Gays) If you are interested in attending a meeting, please 

call the Anona Family Counselor, Dina Meitner 422-9654 for more info. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and families 

for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, work-

shops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minis-
ter in the prayer room 
after Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 

 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Multi-Site Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@juno.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Sharon Stephenson Dir License Care Program sharons@anona.com 242 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Domenic Bisesti Dir of Children’s Ministries domenic@anona.com 230 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Shawn Thomas Organist/Asst Director of Worship  shawn@anona.com 222 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15 - Traditional in Sanctuary 

  9:30 - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30 - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10 - Traditional in Sanctuary 
 

 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  

9:30 A.M. 360 United Campus 
    9200 113th St N, UP Building at SPC, Seminole 

 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Youth Banquet 
Sunday, May 7 

 

Children’s Spring Concert 
Friday, May 12 

 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 14 

 

Teacher’s Appreciation Breakfast 
Friday, May 26 

 

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 29 (office closed) 
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