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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

For the month of May we will be exploring the biblical understanding of our existence.  Often just called “Purpose” or 
“Meaning”, the complexity of existence in the bible has a central theme, “To Glorify God”.   

We will break that down into three areas of study: 

  The Priesthood of All Believers.  When God created 
the heavens and the earth, they declared the Glory of 
God, (Psalm 19:1).  Then when God created life and 
set us up has having dominion over it all (Psalm 8), the 
scripture wonders why God would even consider us.  
But God did, and set us up as “but little lower than the 
angels), and crowned us with Glory and Honor.  Then 
when we fell several times, God set up a chosen peo-
ple as both a beacon to the world and a source from 
which His Son would come into the world.  We are that.  
Now called the “Priesthood of All Believers”.   

 Gifts of the Spirit versus Fruits of the Spirit.  God has 
empowered those who are His with both Gifts and Fruit 
from the Spirit with which we glorify God in everything 
we do.  This is our power, our passion, our love, our 
vocation, and our mission. 

 What is Right to Do?  (What is my Witness?).  How 
does our character and behavior affect the faith of oth-
ers, and does that matter in what is right and wrong?  
This was an issue early in the New Testament community and addressed by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians.  
Does what you do glorify God became a guideline still important to us today. 

And of course we will set aside time to honor our mothers on Mother’s Day. 

May 5   The Priesthood of All Believers 1 Peter 2:9 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
Also called Discipleship, the movement from a receiver of the services the Church offers to a provider of those services 
is often the journey toward depth in the Christian faith as we take on the heart of a servant and the Mind of Christ.  If we 
believe in Jesus we follow Jesus into addressing human need.  We move from I can take care of my problems 
(resiliency by faith) to belonging (I am willing to belong to the Body of Christ), to “touching” human need (ministry, mis-
sion, compassion, and service).  My prayer for you today is to be called forward in that journey to Glorify God with your 
life. 

May 12 Mother’s Day Matthew 7:24-27 
Sermon by:  Rev. Jeremy Herrington 
Today is Mother’s Day, and we’re going to start the morning with a little wisdom from our mothers. Like the wise man 
and the foolish man in the Matthew story, we all seek both knowledge and wisdom throughout our lives. But which is 
more important? What’s the difference between knowledge and wisdom? What does scripture say about them? We’ll 
be asking these questions and more as we explore our spiritual journey through knowledge and wisdom in worship. 

May 19 In All We Say and Do 1 Peter 4:11  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
If we are to glorify God in all things we need the Gifts and Fruit of the Spirit.  It becomes what gets us up in the morn-
ing, what the French call Raison d’etre or like the cover of this magazine, what the Japanese call Ikigai.  My prayer for 
you is to discover your calling so that what you love, are good at, can support your self with, and what the world needs 
can all come together in the joy of your life.  

May 26 What is right or wrong?  1 Corinthians 10:23-31 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
What is right or wrong? (What is my witness?)  Does what we eat or drink or say or do glorify God?  Does it depend on 
whether someone is looking (hint, yes).  Our witness is very much a part of what we do and say glorifying God.  Re-
member, the kids are listening.  

3 



Journey 

We take many journeys in our lives.  Some are short, local, around the corner type journeys.  Others are long, foreign, 
many faceted journeys.  Some journeys are so routine, we don’t really notice the scenery around us, unless there is 
some dramatic change.  I so often drive between church and home I don’t have to think about the mechanics of it, my 
brain is on automatic pilot, there is nothing that I can remember later about the trip.  But some journeys are especially 
memorable. They make such an impact on your mind that it alters the way you see and experience the world.  

My trip to the Holy Land was one of those journeys. It will alter the way I read and understand the Bible. The typography 
of the land is hard to comprehend from reading the scriptures or studying maps and even from seeing pictures or videos 
of the Holy Land.  When your feet hit the ground and you walk up and down, see, feel, smell and touch the things around 
you, it’s then that it becomes real in a whole new way. The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) takes on new 
meaning when you travel the road between Jericho and Jerusalem.  It is a steep and rugged road that Jesus and his 
listeners would have understood well.  Jerusalem is some 2500 feet above sea level, while Jericho, in the Jordan Valley, 
is some 850 below sea level.  A straight-line distance of 14 miles but with rugged terrain, an incline (decline) of over a 
half mile, with peaks and valleys to maneuver, make this a difficult walk of about 18 miles.  It would take a normal person 
8 to 9 hours to journey between the two cities.   

What journeys have you taken that have changed your life or have made you see things in a whole new way?  Our faith 
is a journey, sometimes we are just coasting along not aware of what is happening.  Other times the journey is dramatic 
and moves us in directions of deeper faith and commitment.  I highly recommend taking a trip to the Holy Land, it is 
amazing. But our participation in worshiping, growing and serving in community together is the foundation of our journey.  
Let’s join together for this most important journey of all.  Blessings! 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—May 5th, 8am to 10am, $4  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

Knowledge and Wisdom  
 

As we begin the month of May, we enter into a season that celebrates knowledge and wisdom.  

 

Schools are wrapping up for the school year, and celebrating graduations and accomplishments of the knowledge of the 

best and the brightest. We also celebrate and remember the  

wisdom of Mothers on Mother’s Day, and the heroic wisdom of 

those who gave their lives serving our country on Memorial Day.  

 

As Christians, we seek both knowledge and wisdom in our spiritu-

al journey, yet often fall short in achieving both in our lives. What 

is that progression from knowledge to wisdom? What is the meas-

ure of wisdom in the scriptures? Why is the story of the wise man 

and foolish man important to our faith understanding?  

 

This month, I plan to wrestle with these questions and more in  

better understanding knowledge and wisdom, and invite you to 

join me in the journey.  
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Only a Few Summer Spots Available! 

From mission trips to summer camp, we’ve got an 
incredible summer of adventures planned for 2019! 

Register online at anona.com/youthevents to  
secure your spot on the trip(s) of your choice.  

Youth Group Sermon Series – “Underrated” 
 

Have you ever felt underrated or underestimated because of 
your age? It’s a terrible feeling, but it’s not one that you have 
to be stuck with. In this series, we’ll look at what was said to a 
young church leader named Timothy. As we do, we’ll find that, 
no matter your age, you’re capable of a whole lot more than 
you might realize. Remember this: Don’t let anyone look down 
on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. – 
1 Timothy 4:12 

You’re Invited to Anona Student Ministries’  
End of the Year Banquet! 

 
At the end of every school year, our entire Student Ministry family 
gathers together to celebrate the incredible year we’ve had together. 
We’ll have a catered meal together and reflect on all our special 
memories and God moments throughout 2018-2019. We’ll also send 
off our senior class with our love and blessings as they prepare to 
graduate high school and enter the next chapter of their lives. Anona 
Student Ministries invites our whole Anona Church family to join us 
on Friday, May 17th for this fun and heartfelt evening together! Tick-
ets go on sale this month, so get yours before they sell out. Details 
and ticket prices are available online at anona.com/youthevents! 



Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 
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Fun, Food, and Friends join together at  

Village Inn on May 13 
 

Details to come, connect with us on 

Facebook and Instagram 

Jamie@anona.com 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

The School Year Ends...Summer Begins 

The school year is coming to a close and summer is right around the corner.  As we prepare to honor the graduating 
VPK class here at ACDC, we look back on the year and celebrate the accomplishments and growth of all of the children 
in our program.  We embraced the celebrations and acknowledge that, with God’s grace, we partnered through the 
struggles, upsets, and surprises that come with teaching and raising God’s little ones. Cherish the moments that make 
you smile, and remember, we are not alone in this journey.  God has great plans for His children and here, at ACDC, we 
smile as we watch each child take the next step on their journey.    

Elementary Summer Camp Adventures 2019! is 
open for registration!   All of us are created by 
God, unique and perfect, just the way we are!  
This is such awesome great news!  When we 
join in Summer Camp activities and share our 
talents, personalities, interests and skills … lots 
of fun and friendship will happen!  Each week a 
new character strength is highlighted.  These 
character strengths are self-control, gratitude, 
creativity, optimism, courage, cooperation, com-
passion, flexibility, respect, and love.   Bring a 
friend along who is in kindergarten through 5

th
 

grade and join Summer Camp Adventures at 
Anona Child Development Center!  Pick and 
choose the weeks that stir an interest and meet 
your family’s needs. 

Weekly activities include swimming at the pool, 
participating in the STEAM program at the li-

brary, exploring a variety of interests with our Thursday Club Program, and taking some fun-filled field trips.  Be sure to 
ask your child to share their Kohl’s Cooking recipes with the family.  Yum!  So much to do this summer! 

Call the school office 727.593.5437 for more information and to choose your weeks for the summer. 

Dates Themes and trips 

June 3 Let the Adventure begin                     Tarpon Springs Aquarium 

June 10 Summer Camp Fun has just started                         Astro Skate 

June 17 
Vacation Bible School 
 Crocodile Dock                                     Slip and Slide at Anona 

June 24 Splish, Splash Let’s Go                                          Jump Station 

July 1 
Happy Birthday America!                  Highland Indoor PlayWorld 
Closed Thursday, July 4th 

July 8 Christmas around the World         Countryside Ice Skating Rink 

July 15 Trick or Treat                                                                   Bowling 

July 22 Where the Wild Things Are                                       Astro Skate 

July 29 Wrap it up                                                      Great Explorations 

Aug 5 What an Adventure         Bounce House & Waterslide at Anona 
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Discover: God helps us do things we would never think possible—things we can’t imagine ourselves doing. It can 
be facing giants like David and forgiving someone who hurt us. Or it can be helping others like Aaron helped Moses and 
digging wells in a foreign land. When we trust God to help us, we can do all the big things God made us to do. “We have 
the LORD our God to help us.” 2 Chronicles 32:8, NLT  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. We will be diving into PERSEVERANCE.  
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, sto-

ries, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX 
is Discover: where 
children under 5 
learn to discover 

God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information email: nursery@anona.com. 

The next stage of FX is 
Explore: where children 

Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their  

relationship with God.  



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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As we journey beyond Easter, slow down for even ½ hour at 10:45 Sunday morn-
ings in the historic Anona Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer.  
We are always eager to welcome newcomers. Join us after worship for coffee 
and conversation as we prepare to head back into “busy-ness” renewed and re-
freshed.  

Indian Oaks Assisted Living Simply Worship continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indian 
Oaks Assisted Living. Please be in prayer for the team.  Josh Volz and Brian Markle will be there on May 5.  If you are 
interested in leading a small acoustic worship service, please contact Bert or Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or 
bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 
 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block Join us on Saturday May 18 @ 8:45 AM, as we travel to Lealman to be the 
hands and feet of Christ at Florida Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program . There are many avenues to serve God’s 
people in this community whether at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knock-
ing on doors to check on people to determine if they are in need. Call Karen Apodaca for information: 727-656-3507. 

Which Way Lord?   By Rob Fuquay 
Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in the Journeys of Paul 

This seven week course aims to help you understand the direction God wants for you by 
exploring the life of the apostle Paul as a model. Through many detours, adversity, and time 
spent in self-reflection, Paul reoriented his understanding of faith and God’s Purpose for his 
life.  The study includes video segments filmed in Turkey, Israel, and Greece, the places 
Paul traveled and where he influenced the church with his writings.  

Day, Times, and Facilitators will be announced in the next magazine and at Connection 
Point. 

Our summer classes are designed so that you may participate any week you are in town, 
allowing for vacation schedules.  Each lesson is complete and does not depend on the pre-
vious lessons.  The book will be the basis of the June and July Sermon Series. 

 

Congrats to the Disciple 3 Fast Track Graduates!! 
Congratulations to the following Graduates of Disciple 3, Remember Who You Are, Fast 
Track Bible Study. They studied Old Testament Prophets for 12 week and the Letters of 
Paul for 12 weeks.  

Sharee Amar, Shirley Baun, John Carroll, Linda Carroll, Cyndi Floyd, Pat Jones, Maureen 
Livers, Lisa Noe, Nancy Sessions, and Shawn Seward.  Facilitators were M.E. Ram and Al-
lyson Stinson.  Lisa Noe also apprenticed as a facilitator. 

If you have been thinking about getting more involved in Bible Study, check with these grad-
uates who can tell you the benefits of the Disciple Bible Studies.   

Anona will be offering Christian Believers, an advanced study in the Disciple Bible Study 
program starting in September.  It is open to anyone who has completed Disciple 1. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

9:30 AM  Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                Godly Play (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

Wednesdays 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind) 

               Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade) 

               Middle/High School Bible Study 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 

1 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

5      RCS Food Pantry 
12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  5:00 PM Anona Nights   

  6:00 PM Youth Group      

6 
10:00 AM UMW Board 

  6:30 PM Church Council  

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study, 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

8 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

12         Mothers Day 
    Change 4 Change 

5:00 PM Anona Nights   

NO         Youth Group      

13 
5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

14 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

15 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

19     Graduation Sunday 
Charge Conference after 11:10 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group      

20 
  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

                Worship Committee 

21 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

22 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

26      Membership Sunday 
5:00 PM Anona Nights   

6:00 PM Youth Group   

6:30 PM Book Club    

    

27 Memorial Day Church Closed 

   

28 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

  9:30 AM Anona  Elementary 5th Grade         

                 Celebration 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

29 Last Day of School Pinellas 
  0:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

2 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Hope Support, Outbound Team, 

                 Praise Choir 

3 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

4 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

9 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Mary Fellowship 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

10 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

5:00 PM Anona Nights  

7:00 PM  Academy Recital  
8:00 PM Al Anon 

11 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

3:00 PM Academy Recital  

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

16 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

17 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM  Kids’ Worship Arts Spring  
               Concert 
7:30 PM Youth Banquet 
8:00 PM Al Anon 
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n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

23 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

24 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

25 

Last Day of School Pinellas  
n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

30 
9:00 AM Teachers Appreciation Breakfast 

31 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

THANK YOU students, parents, and Anona family for your prayers and support following the passing of my dear hus-
band Larry on April 4, 2019.  It meant everything to me. 

SUMMER LESSONS:  Summer is a great time to start or continue music lessons, as both students’ and teachers’ 
schedules are more flexible.  Summer Schedule begins on Monday, June 3 and goes through Friday, August 9, 
2019.  Fall Schedule begins on Monday, August 19, 2019. 

NEED FOR DONATED INSTRUMENTS:  The Academy is in need of donated electric guitars or keyboards, any size or 
style.  Amps and cords, sheet music, and other accessories are also welcome.  Tax receipt given upon request.  

THANKS to the Connolly family, for their generous contribution to the Scholarship Fund, to Nancy Kelsey for her dona-
tion of a lovely keyboard, and to Fred and Elvie Clark for their donation of a beautiful cornet. 

RECITAL 2019  Our students have been working hard preparing for Recital.  Friday Recital will be on Friday, May 10, 
2019 at 7pm;  Saturday Recital will be on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 3 pm, both in the Traditional Sanctuary.  Rehears-
al for Friday Recital will be on Monday, May 6 at 7pm; Rehearsal for Saturday Recital will be on Wednesday, May 8 at 
7pm, both in the Traditional Sanctuary.  Please mark these dates on your calendar.  All are welcome to attend Recitals, 
free admission and refreshments provided. 

REMINDER:  The Academy has an open-door policy – parents are welcome to observe lessons at any time. 

MUSIC HISTORY:  The Blues is a truly American form of folk music based on a simple repetitive musical structure – 12 
or 16 measures in length and using a simple harmonic progression of the I, IV and V chords with dominant 7th add-
ed.  The Blues are a fundamental form in jazz and rock music. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774        

 

12 

 

I love May!!! Why shouldn’t I, I was born in May. The New Year is well behind us, we have just 
come through the Easter season and summer is just around the corner. I’m not into astrology 
so much, but my sign is Taurus, and nobody in my family would argue my struggle with “Bull 
Headed” tendencies. However through the years, with God’s help I have learned through spir-
itual teachers and mentors, how to take the strengths and challenges God has given me to 
grow and outgrow myself into a deeper understanding of life. 

Physical life has limitations in terms of time and space; spiritual life has no limitations. The first 
half of life is focused on learning the rules, boundaries, and who we are. The second half of life 
is learning how to let go and give up the illusion of control. When/if we make this transition from 
first half of life to second half we see things different. Golfers know what “the back nine” means, every golfer starts the 
front nine with a clean scorecard, when you make the turn and start the back nine you make the adjustments in how 
you want to finish. 

Eric Metaxas is a gifted author in capturing the history of ordinary people that became extraordinary, not because they 
were born with any particular advantage.  Jackie Robinson was born in a time where African Americans did not grow up 
with any hope of playing in Major League baseball. It wasn’t his talent that got him into the major leagues, it was his 
faith. 

Suzanna Wesley, was the 25th child born to her mother, that certainly was not a favored success story for a Vegas 
odds maker. Suzanna, gave birth to 19 children, two were John and Charles. Thank you Susanna for every adjustment 
you made as God held your hand through every disappointment and challenge. 

I would like to help you understand what Father Richard Rohr means when he teaches on, Dying before you Die! 

May God Bless You richly!!!!                                       

                                                                                                                          Terry 

 

 

 



CHANGE 4 CHANGE—June 9th! 
 

 
The "Change for Change" mission empowers our students in countless ways.  For example, 
each month our students work together showing up in their purple C4C shirts, engaging with 
church members of each service, handling currency, using diplomacy while collaborating how 
best to utilize the resources they have collected.  Some of the ways they have impacted the community this year are 
assisting with Pack-A-Sack, supporting homeless teens, supporting our military, and more.  Thank you for your contri-
butions each month, these coins really do add up!  We will not be collecting in May in recognition of Mother’s Day so 
please save that change until we see you again on June 9. 

NEXT BUILD is: May 11, 8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email  

dsgerald@hotmail.com.  
No construction experience required.  

You are also welcome to invite a friend.  
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HURRICANE RECOVERY EFFORT IN PUERTO RICO—Nov. 2-9 

The Anona UMVIM mission to Puerto Rico has been moved. The dates have changed from June 6th to November 2nd 
through November 9th. The weather will be much better then for light construction. There will be a sign-up sheet at 
Connection Point. The cost will change a little because of traveling on a weekend. Our first orientation meeting will be 
June 2nd after lunch. On June 10th, if the team is not full, I will open it up to all the Florida Conference. I need to send 
the number and the names of the team to the Puerto Rico Volunteer Coordinator in July. If you have any questions, 
please call Bruce Anderson at 918-341-7276.   

Saturday, May 11
th

 is the 27
th

 annual Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive.  

Stamp Out Hunger is the nation's largest single-day food drive. In 2018, generous 
postal carriers collected 100,000 pounds of non-perishable food from the community 
while on their delivery route. This food is then delivered to community food banks, pan-
tries, and shelters, providing families in need with a lifeline of basic nutrition. 

With kids out of school lunch programs and the departure of our winter guests, RCS's 
food needs increase greatly during the summer months. The Stamp Out Hunger initia-
tive helps the RCS food bank continue to serve our community throughout the year. 
Don’t forget to look for the plastic bag in your mailbox and leave your non-perishable 
food items by your mailbox for pickup.   

We appreciate your consideration in lending your time and efforts to RCS. It is commu-
nity supporters like you who are providing help and hope to those in need. 

 Families with children age 10 and older may volunteer in the warehouse  

 Those 16 and older may volunteer at the Post Offices 

 Closed toe shoes only are to be worn in the RCS Food Bank Warehouse. No flip flops or sandals. 

 All loading and unloading positions will require volunteers capable of lifting up to 30 lbs. If this is something you're 
unable to do, you are still able to serve as a food sorter at the RCS Food Bank. 

RCS Food Bank located at 700 Druid Rd in Clearwater will have several shifts available for sorting the food brought in 
by the letter carriers. Call 727-443-4031 or email volunteer@rcspinellas.org to sign up.  

Amazon Smiles for Anona 

You can support your church while shopping on Amazon, 
it’s as easy as typing www.smile.amazon.com!  

You will be prompted to choose an organization or pick your 
own using the provided search box—Simply type in Anona 

United Methodist Church and press the search button and 
then select the top choice. If you need help, feel free to 

email missions@anona.com for assistance.  

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com
mailto:volunteer@rcspinellas.org


 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: May 26 

Next meeting is May 26th, 2019 at 6:30 PM 
May’s book is The Sun Does Shine by E.M. Forster. 

A powerful, revealing story of hope, love, justice, and the power of reading by a man 
who spent thirty years on death row for a crime he didn't commit. 
 
“An amazing and heartwarming story, it restores our faith in the inherent goodness of 
humanity.”  ―Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts of capital murder in 
Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty–nine years old, Hinton knew that it was a case 
of mistaken identity and believed that the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set 
him free. 

With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to the pow-
er of hope sustained through the darkest times. Destined to be a classic memoir of wrongful imprisonment and free-
dom won, Hinton’s memoir tells his dramatic thirty–year journey and shows how you can take away a man’s freedom, 
but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy. 

Plan ahead: June’s book for June 16th is The Mark of the King by Jocelyn Green, our own Edna Faulk’s granddaughter 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. *Meetings are typically held the 4th Sunday of 
the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy 
readers for friendly discussions and on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, 
for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and 
share moments of joy or concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchil-
dren’s lives. The group meets on Tuesday morning each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC 
Youth Room. All are welcome, this is not limited to church members so please feel free to bring 
a friend who could use this time to grow friendships and receive support and encouragement. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm (will not be meeting June, July, or August) 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday of each month.  We always begin our meetings 
with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns & joys.  New recruits are always 
welcome.  As part of our outreach, we support “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. We will meet at 1:00 PM 
on Thursday, May 9 at a restaurant of our choosing (The Columbia on Gulf Blvd. at Sand Key is a possibility).  Please 
contact Judy Crossman with questions. 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com  
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is an Anona small group who meet for fellowship and activities.  The 
group’s mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted with each other, form new friendships,  share infor-
mation about Anona United Methodist Church and grow together spiritually.  SSR’s meet from late October through 
March.  If you have any questions about our small group, please contact Ted Pinkerton by phone: 513-739-9796 or 
email: pinkertd@miamioh.edu. 
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UMW Missions Opportunities for 2019 

(All proceeds from fundraisers go toward support of our Human 

 Trafficking and Migrant Ditty Bag projects.) 

Rada Cutlery can still be ordered online at https://

radafundraising.com/?rfsn=907174.69c74 and Anona Cooks! cookbooks are 

still available.  Please email Bertha Hein (bhein517@gmail.com) to order. 

Look for a new Schwan’s order opportunity in the next few weeks!  

We are currently accepting clothing, full size toiletries, bed linens (twin) and towels for our Miracles Outreach girls, as 

well as travel size toiletries, socks, pens and pencils, markers, and other items for the Ditty Bags we assemble for mi-

grant missions. (If you need a list of these items, please ask Jean Berry at the front desk.) 

Rachel Circle meets in the church Library at 1:00 pm on the 2
nd

 Thursday of months September-May.  Contact 

Kathy Bell-Bakewell at 727-580-5515 for information about Rachel Circle. 

Priscilla Circle meets at 1PM on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of every month at the Glenwood Estates recreation center, 12501 

Ulmerton Road, Largo.  Call Karen Creamer 765-265-9406 for directions. 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join either of our circles.  

Last Call!  For men of all ages: Regional UMM Florida event – May 4, 2019, at First UMC in Spring Hill.   

Check it out at https://ignitingmen.com/   “Awakening the Spiritual Warrior Within You”  

Learn more: at https://www.facebook.com/ummflorida 

Growing season is here!  Come out on Thursday mornings and 

pitch in with Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew.  These people meet year 

round on Thursday mornings to mow lawns, edge and trim, clean up, 

have breakfast and give thanks for the work God has called them to do. 

Please, heed the call.  7 am Thursdays at Anona church. 

Time to sign up for next Fall.  Anona’s All Pro Dads Day is looking 

for more dads and men to join the APDD team four to six times a year 

at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30 am.  Contact Richard Landon 

at Richard@anona.com  or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext. 243.  Come, join your children doing good things, becom-

ing good people, helping others, etc.    

Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew meets on Thursday mornings to mow lawns, edge and trim, clean up, have break-

fast and give thanks for the work God has called them to do. Come out on Thursday mornings and pitch in with these 

guys.  Please, heed the call.  7 am Thursdays at Anona church. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of multifunctional Worship 

Center) at 7 – 8 pm.  All men welcomed.  Hear the calls made by prophets of old about events prophesied and fulfilled 

and yet to be fulfilled. 

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona:  If you are interested in singing with the Anona 

Gospel Chordsmen+, contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237.  For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian 

Lennox at 727-482-8379.  Inquire at the Connection Desk for upcoming opportunities with Habitat for Humanity, Mission 

trips, Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) and Disaster preparedness and response with UMCOR. 

Timely quotes from John Wesley:  “What one generation tolerates, the next generation will embrace.”  “We should be 

rigorous in judging ourselves and gracious in judging others.”  
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, May 1st at 10:30am and Sunday, May 5th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Ar-
ea). Our next Membership Sunday will be May 26th. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  sandy@anona.com 
or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Thank You 

Our Anona congregation is one of the best! Thank you to all 
the volunteers who serve on Sundays—welcoming, serving 

coffee & donuts, guiding guests to their service, parking  
assistance, and so much more. Easter, one of our highest 
attended Sundays, was a huge success and it’s because 
our congregation thrives with hearts of servitude & joy. 

Thank you for being a blessing to Anona! 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
05/02 Elda Fitzsimmons 
  Darlene Gartside 
  Sheila Remley 
05/04 Pat Casagranda 
  Betty Scrimshaw 
05/08  Ellen Rosser 
  Barbara Smith 
05/09 Joe Madden 
05/12  Loretta Schwering  
  Ann Wallace 
05/13 Barbara Nelson  
05/14 Aline Miller 
  Rae Newman 
05/16 David Stallings 
05/17 Katie Keene 
05/21 Doug Moland 
  Claude Sullivan 
05/24 Arminda South 
05/25 Nancy Bennett 
  Robert Smuts 
05/27 Jane Singer 
05/28 Bob Musser 
05/29 Bill Bauers 
  Jan Pirkl 
05/30 Marion Meldrim 
05/31 Jo Crist 
  Mary Polen 
 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Marvin Ivey, who joined in 2000. 
 
The Family of Larry Ross, who joined in 1999. 
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Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
05/01 Richard & Doreen Schomp 32 yrs. 
05/03 Roy & Janice Terepka 33 yrs. 
05/04 Jeff & Donna Cardelihac 35 yrs. 
05/05 Pat & Rosemary Brogan 29 yrs. 
05/06 Jake & Lisa Moran 31 yrs. 
05/07 Ron & Holy Kinsey 36 yrs. 
 Jack & Sharon Stephenson 42 yrs. 
05/09 Daryl & Lori Stargel 38 yrs. 
05/10 Bob & Janet Martin 50 yrs. 
 Stephen & Susan Warner 33 yrs. 
05/11 Neil & Melinda Seidel 45 yrs. 
05/12 Curtis & Sandy Griffin 52 yrs. 
 Bill & Marilyn Mouchett 62 yrs. 
 Barry & Marilyn Wynocker 35 yrs. 
05/15 Richard & Anne Hamlin 31 yrs. 
 Tony & Jackie Isch 43 yrs. 
 Brian & Sandy Reinhart 25 yrs. 
05/16 Richard & Jean Tavener 60 yrs. 
05/17 Larry & Dana Craigie 51 yrs. 
 Carl & Kathryn Freeburg 33 yrs. 
 Dave & Shirley Misner  33 yrs. 
05/18 Bob & Bernice Burnett 62 yrs. 
 Timothy & Helen Klotz 33 yrs. 
05/19 Shivesh & M E Ram 29 yrs. 
 Pat & Jill Vines 29 yrs. 
05/22 Bill & Jeannie Bassett 43 yrs. 
 Lowell & Carolyn Fisher  62 yrs. 
05/23 Larry & Judy Hanks 45 yrs. 
05/27 David & Sherry Lott  41 yrs. 
 B.J. & Cathy Lyons 30 yrs. 
05/28 Jacek & Bobbie Borys 25 yrs. 
 Tony & Maureen Ellsion 26 yrs. 
05/29 Randy & Libby Chelborg 26 yrs. 
 Bill & Dolly Jamieson  48 yrs. 
 Jesse & Kathy Slinkard 27 yrs. 
 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 



Stephen Ministry at Anona: A Tradition of Christian Care 

During spring time each year, sports and golf fans are accustomed to hearing the 
phrase:” The Masters, a tradition unlike any other.”  

When I attended the Stephen Leader conference last June, I quickly realized that 
Anona has an amazing tradition with Stephen Ministry. At the conference, the church-
es that have a greater than 20 year affiliation with Stephen Ministries are announced 
alphabetically. Being from Anona, I was the first to stand and be recognized and felt 
such a sense of pride in our church and its ministry.  

This long tradition of Christian care is only possible with faith-filled support from our 
pastoral team, dedicated church staff, and a mission centered congregation. Being a 
Stephen Leader, I can help continue this long tradition of care going at Anona. We 
have a large team of men and women waiting to serve you if needed. 

Thank you, 

Paul Patenaude, Stephen Leader 

 

An extraordinary opportunity was offered to me.  I was invited by our Stephen Leaders at Anona to become one of 
them.  In order to do so, it was necessary to attend  intensive training in Orlando.  In 
January, I embarked on this amazing, God-filled week.  Studying from early morning 
to late evening for six days with other Stephen Ministers from across the globe was a 
life-changing, humbling, deeply spiritual experience.  Receiving training from very 
talented leaders from Stephen Ministry  headquarters was educational and inspira-
tional. 

Returning to Anona and being commissioned during the worship services in February 
restored my commitment to do my best to strive to love others as Jesus loves us. 
There are many obstacles and heartaches in our life journey, and we need the pres-
ence of others to help us carry them. Stephen Ministry is here for you.I am so hum-
bled and grateful to be a small part of this amazing ministry.  Thank you Anona for 
making it possible. 

Sandy O’Bryant 

 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 

Each week we visit in area hospitals, rehab centers, and call on persons who are unable to come to Church.  We rely 

on our members to let us know when they or a loved one needs special attention.    Please call the church office to 

keep us in the know.  If you are calling about someone other than a family member, make sure they give their permis-

sion for our visit.  If you receive the recorded message when you call, press 5 to be connected to the Pastoral Care 

office and leave a message, be sure and give us your name and number so we can follow through if there are ques-

tions. This extension is monitored three times a day so that we may respond quickly with one of our teams.  

Gary Thomas, Pastor of Congregation Care 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, May 2 & 16, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area. No matter where you are in 

your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: johnjoan-

ie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106 or Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 727-458-6843. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Director of Anona Nights cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Michael Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  5:00pm - Anona Nights in Worship Center 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Elmcroft of Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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 Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Anona Child Development Center  
Open Registration 

Call the school office, 593-5437  
or email: acdc@anona.com for information 

 

Mother’s Day—May 12 
 

Kid’s Concert—May 17, 6-7pm 
Celebrate our kid’s year end worship arts concert! 

 

Youth Banquet—May 17, 7:30pm 
Buy your tickets for this catered celebration! 



Non-Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #4000 

St. Petersburg, FL 

Anona United 
Methodist Church 

       

A Multi-Site Community 
13233 Indian Rocks Road 

                Largo, FL 33774 
 VOLUME 2019     

ISSUE 5 
May 

Armed Forces Day 
May 18 

We Celebrate and Honor our Military 

Memorial Day 
May 27 


