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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

Growing in Giving, in Serving, in Grace 

Over a year ago we put together a team of people to create last year’s finance campaign called “Beyond.” It was an 
invitation to think and go beyond ourselves, our walls and our limits when it came to generosity and service. One of the 
things we felt led to invite Anona into, was the idea of growing toward the Biblical principle of the tithe...giving at least 
10% of our income to serve God’s work in the world through the church. What we recognized at that time was the need 
to emphasize growth, not merely accomplishment. The journey is as important as the goal. 

The beauty of growth is that it is visible. I want to lift up how Anona went “beyond” in its growth in 2018. The invitation 
last year was to prayerfully consider growing toward the tithe by increasing our individual or family giving by ten per-
cent. For example, if a person or family was currently offering $20 per week in 2017, we invited them to consider in-
creasing that to $22 per week for 2018. We knew that if our congregation embraced the spiritual practice of generosity, 
our faith would grow and our church would be empowered for ministry. The result…at the end of September we were 
running nearly $97,000 ahead of 2017 at the same time of the year! You stepped out in faith and our church is impact-
ing our community and world more powerfully as a result: 

* More and more children are learning to read and more kids are receiving meals in food insecure homes 
* Our youth traveled to Houston and Key West to help people recover from hurricanes 
* We held a summer worship camp for kids that has reinvigorated our FX Worship Service 
* We launched dozens of families toward financial security through Financial Peace University 

That’s only a snapshot of what Anona has done in the name of Christ. Bottom line, because of your faith to take a step 
forward toward the tithe, lives are being transformed…those who give, those who serve and those we are serving. 

Our theme for 2019 we will centered on growing in giving, in serving and in grace. We’ll be focused on generosity this 
month, and I pray we are all ready to take our next ten percent step of faith. If we do, imagine what we can accomplish 
in 2019! Let’s pray that God will bless Anona’s mission and give us a spirit of growing generosity that continues to 
transform lives. Let’s grow in giving, in serving, and in grace. 

November 4 The Heart of and for God Matthew 16:21-26 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
The major holy days of our Christian tradition focus on what God has done for us. Christmas, Easter, Pentecost are all 
centered on God’s actions and offerings on our behalf. They are all days that show God’s heart…we matter to God. 
The second half to those stories is our heart’s response…does God matter to us?  

November 11  What Can Be? 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (NIV) 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
We are often so consumed by our day-to-day life that we fail to notice the long-term trajectory of our life. The thing is, 
both are important. How we live today impacts our tomorrow, and ours is supposed to be an ongoing upward call. Is our 
heart’s desire focused only on what is, or is it also focused on what can be? 

November 18 Fault versus Responsibility Isaiah 53:5 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
The mystery of Atonement is an apt meditation as we prepare for the Holiday Season.  Having tucked away Halloween 
and cleaned up the aisles in the grocery store of pumpkins and candy, we prepare for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  If 
we can understand Jesus we can understand “Christlike”.  It we can get our head around that, the main ambition of the 
Christian, (to be like Him) can become clear.  My prayer for you for the holidays is that being “Christlike” becomes clear 
to you and doable.   

November 25 The In-Between Space  Philippians 2:7 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
(Emptiness and the value of effortlessness).  One of the main theories of defining Jesus is based on this scripture.  Je-
sus “emptied himself” to be among us.  Sabbath is another  great theme of holiness and a day to keep “empty” so that 
God can fill it.  Remembering the Sabbath and keeping it holy isn’t just about a day in the week.  It is leaving space for 
God.  It becomes effortless over time as you and God get closer (less space between you and more capacity 
(emptiness) within you.  As we come to the “space between” Thanksgiving and the Christmas Season known in the 
Church as Advent, I pray that you might find capacity, effortlessness, holiness, and more than enough.  
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Rev. Richard Landon 



What do you want to be when you grow up?  I bet you remember that question when you were a young child.  When I 
was around three to five years old, my hero was Roy Rogers.  I would watch the weekly TV show with Roy, Dale Evans, 
and their horses Trigger and Buttermilk and their dog Bullet.  I loved to watch them and how they could do anything rid-
ing those horses.  I told everyone that was going to be a cowboy when I grew up.  Then, one day, I got to ride a real 
horse, not the kind in front of the grocery story.  I quickly decided that if riding a horse were required, I would NOT be-
come a cowboy.  
 
My ideas of what I would be, when I grew up, kept changing over the years.  Sometimes, I still wonder what I’ll be when I 
grow up?  I’ve done several things already, but I’m not finished growing up yet.  There is still more to this life that is be-
fore me, and I hope I never stop growing up.  God has shown us, over and over again, that he can use each and every 
one of us, no matter our age or abilities.  We all are gifted and called to be a part of God’s kingdom.  Growing in faith is a 
continual process. We must continue to grow, or else we start to decay.   
 
Anona is a great place where we can continue to grow in our faith.  There are many ways to do that.  We can grow in 
knowledge, we can grow in service, we can grow in our witness, we can grow in our prayer life, we can grow in our par-
ticipation and attendance and we can grow in giving.  We are never too old to learn and grow.  I hope you will join me 
this month was we seek God’s guidance as we continue to grow in all the ways He leads and calls us.  What do you 
want to be when you grow up? 
 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Gary   
 

Game Night—Nov 2nd,  6:30 – 9pm  
Pancake Breakfast—Nov 3rd, 8am to 10am, $4  

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

WORSHIP ARTS @ ANONA 

 

We’re busy preparing for an exciting and inspirational Fall 
at Anona, so we hope you can join us @ Anona for these 

and other events: 

 

HERALDS OF HARMONY – Sunday, Nov. 4, 4:00 PM 

Come and hear this award-winning group of singers and 
support our Hands of Healing Mission team! Tickets $20 

 

 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18th 

Come and experience a time of thanksgiving as our  
Sanctuary Choir and Anona Orchestra lead us in our  

Traditional Worship services. 

 

 
Coming Soon… 

SING CHRISTMAS! 

Presented by members of the  
Sanctuary and Praise Choirs,  

and Anona Orchestra! 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16th, 
8:15 and 11:10 AM Services 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX 

@anonafx 
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Come share what you are thankful for!  

A fun video with just the kids sharing their  

stories of love and blessings or the whole family 

can share in the experience. We will be record-

ing at Village Inn on spirit night, Nov 12. 



Pam Reeder - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

 Unity… We’re All in This, Together 
Building the School Family 

At Anona Child Development Center we work to create an environment of safety and trust where the School Family can 

partner with home families to establish a relationship of unity and connection.  Our partnership with our families is essen-

tial in the growth and development of the children.  Parents are their first teachers!  In the classroom, the School Family 

environment of safety and trust helps to create a sense of belonging for all children.  They are safe, have responsibili-

ties, and, through meaningful contributions, learn that they are an integral part of the family.  When we are connected, 

and know we belong, we are more willing to choose to work together for the success of the whole group.  Cooperation 

follows connection. 

Within the School Family environment, classroom management isn’t based on simply following rules, but on the safe 

relationships that exist between the children and adults, and between the children themselves.  These relationships mo-

tivate cooperation and create a positive learning environment where maximum learning potential can be achieved.  This 

is the power of Unity in Conscious Discipline®. 

The power of Unity aids in developing our innate desire to be helpful and of service.  We do what we do and we make 

the choices we make because it is the right thing to do; not because we receive rewards or avoid punishment.  It truly is 

The Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” 

The children are also learning about their community and how they can be helpful and contribute to 

others around them through Community Connections.  For the month of November, the children and 

families are participating in Sweet Dreams.  This program supports the Florida UM Children’s Home by 

providing linens and night time comforts for the residents of the UMCH.  These gifts of new linens, 

stuffed animals or blankets help children have Sweet Dreams.  Children helping children; what a beau-

tiful connection! 
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Discover: It’s important to remember that God’s got it, not matter what happens in life. When we are in the midst of fear 
and seemingly impossible circumstances, God is there with us. For October, we are exploring how to “Always give 
thanks to God.” Ephesians 5:20, NCV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore a life app. We will be diving into Cooperation.  
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, 11:10 am service and 5 pm services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were cre-

ated by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am, 11:10 am and 5 pm services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, 

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am & 5 pm services: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX 
is Discover: where 
children under 5 
learn to discover 

God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information please reach out to April 
Maitner at nursery@anona.com or at 727-742-8171. 

The next stage of FX is 
Explore: where children 

Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their  

relationship with God.  



Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 
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When is the last time you heard God’s Voice?  If you want to slow down for even just ½ hour, 
join us at 10:45 Sunday mornings in the historic Anona Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic mu-
sic, and prayer.  We are always eager to welcome newcomers. Join us after worship for coffee 

and conversation as we prepare to head back in to “busy-ness” renewed and refreshed. Questions? Contact Bert & Ju-
dy Crossman at bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com. Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 

Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block Join us on Saturday 17 November, as we travel to Lealman to help with the Flori-
da Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program.  There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this community whether 
at the sandwich table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors to check  on people to 
determine if they are in need.  Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507. 

Indian Oaks Assisted Living Simply Worship continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indian Oaks 
Assisted Living. Please be in prayer for the team.  If you are interested in leading a small acoustic worship service, 
please contact Bert or Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872.   

An Introduction to the United Methodist Church.  This 5 week video study examines some fre-
quently asked questions about what United Methodist believe and how the United Methodist Church is 
different from other denominations. We will learn about John Wesley, his theology, the sacraments of 
the church and how United Methodist are organized, worship, and reach out in mission throughout the 
world.  This will be a good opportunity for those from other Christian traditions to come to a greater 
understanding of the people called “Methodist” and for long time members to refresh their knowledge 
as we seek to serve our God through Anona United Methodist Church.   
Dates:  Thursdays, October 18 – November 15, 2018  
Time:  6:30 – 8pm  Room 110 
Facilitators:  Gary Thomas & Karen Creamer   
Costs:  Materials $5 

 
 
Advent Study Coming Soon:  The Redemption of Scrooge 
 
Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance. Is redemption possible for such a 
greedy, dark, and sad character? The Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle, shows us how the 
teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas classic. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to 
the Life of the present, and the resurrection of Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless us every 
one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as we look at this familiar story through the lens of faith. 
 
Advent Begins Sunday, December 2, 2018.  Check next months magazine or Connection Point for 
Class times and dates.   
 

 
 

Looking Ahead to 2019 
Make a note of these classes starting in the new year! 

 
Disciple 3 Fast Track – Letters of Paul Starts January 

 
World Religions – Starts January 

 
Stress and the Bible – Starts February. 

 

We Plan ahead for a trip to Israel—Journey to Jerusalem ‘Led by the Spirit”    
March 25, 2019- April 6, 2019 

Have you ever dreamed of walking in the land where Jesus walked?  Imagine having the opportunity to have that dream 
fulfilled by traveling with friends from Anona to The Holy Land. Jac’line Weisgerber will be leading the fourth group of 
pilgrims to Israel…the birthplace of our faith. We are once again honored to have the well renown Israeli archeologist, 
Hillel Geva as our personal guide. Contact Jac’line Weisgerber 727.420.5390 or jlw5225@aol.com 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

  Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

 8:15 AM Traditional Worship  

 9:30 AM Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                Godly Play (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

Wednesdays 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 

               Chimes    (1st 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade),

               Middle/High School Bible Study

 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band

4           RCS Food Pantry 

10:30 AM LTUMB 

  4:00 PM Harold’s of Harmony Concert 
  5:00 PM Anona Nights 

  6:00 PM Youth Group,  

                 Financial Peace University      

     

      

5     Charge Conference 6:30 at 
First United Methodist Turner St 
10:00 AM UMW Board 

  7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

                King’s Ringers 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:00 AM Disciple III Fast Track 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

11       Change 4 Change 

10:30 AM LTUMB 

  5:00 PM Anona Nights         

  6:00 PM Youth Group      

12 

5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

               King’s Ringers 
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  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:00 AM Disciple III Fast Track 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

12:00 PM Priscilla Circle (Glenwood) 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

18      Membership Sunday 

10:30 AM LTUMB 

  5:00 PM Anona Nights 

  6:00 PM Youth Group      

         

19 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

              King’s Ringers 

20 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                  

21 

  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

25 

5:00 PM Anona Nights         

6:00 PM Youth Group      

6:30 PM Book Club 

26 

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study,  

              King’s Ringers 

27 

  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:00 AM Disciple III Fast Track 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language Class,  

                 Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 
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  9:00 AM Walk15® with Molly 

  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA 

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind.) 

Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade), 

Middle/High School Bible Study 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 

1 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Outbound Team 

  6:30 PM Introduction to the  

                United Methodist Church 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

2 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

3 

8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

8:30 AM Hospice Training 

Walk15® with Molly    

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona  

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship  

  6:30 PM Introduction to the  

                United Methodist Church 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 
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  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:00 AM Son Seekers Luncheon 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

                 Largo Golf Course  

  8:00 PM Al Anon 
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8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

8:30 AM Hospice Training 

Walk15® with Molly    

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

15 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Introduction to the  

                United Methodist Church 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

16 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

17 

Walk15® with Molly    

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

22     Church & ACDC Closed   

   

23    Church & ACDC Closed   
2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

24 

Walk15® with Molly    

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

29 

  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

30 

9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course 

5:00 PM Son Seekers @ Olive Garden  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Director 
Sandy Ross. Beginning to advanced students welcome.  We will work with your schedule when possible. 

KEYBOARDS NEEDED:  If you have a portable keyboard, child-size guitars, or violins no longer being used, please 
consider donating it to the Academy. We are in short supply and lend keyboards to beginning students. 

THANK YOU to all those who have donated pianos over the years to our students.  We currently have two students on 
the waiting list for donated pianos.  If you will be downsizing in the future and no longer want your piano, please consid-
er donating it to our students, who would be honored to have it. 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES:  The Academy students are working hard on Christmas music and are looking for-
ward to their performances. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and accessories. Thank you. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS ARE RUNNING LOW:  Please consider making a donation to help train up the next generation 
of Christian musicians. Tax receipt available upon request.  You can make a donation by check made out to Anona 
UMC with “Academy Donation” marked in the memo space.  Please place in Sunday offering plate or leave in the 
Sandy Ross/Academy In Box (bottom row near entrance to Wesley Hall/FX).  Thank you!! 

REMINDER:  Twenty-four hour notice to the teacher is required to cancel lessons without payment, unless in case of 
emergency, so please make sure you/your child’s lessons are noted in your calendar. 

MUSIC THEORY:  Two horizontal lines (or :voices”) of music can move in three ways: parallel motion, where the two 
lines move in the same direction; contrary motion, where the two lines move in opposite directions; or oblique mo-

tion where one line stays stationary and the other line moves up or down.  In traditional harmony, parallel thirds 
and sixths are recommended, while parallel fifths and octaves are forbidden. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Grief ~ Gratitude ~ God 

Other months we manage turbulent emotions, and then comes “The Holidays.” The Holidays seem to 
hold a giant magnifying glass when faced with loss, grief, sadness, change. Worse is when we are ex-
pected to be of good cheer while privately sinking into the deep well of despair. 

How do you get to gratitude in the presence of grief? 

First, I want to acknowledge your hurt if you are experiencing loss, grief, sadness or struggling with an 
uncomfortable change. Your emotions are valid. It’s just difficult to wear your emotions around others 
trying to put on their good cheer. But, it’s dangerous to stuff your emotions away for the sake of others. 

So, here is a way you can balance your emotions and your “expectations” for behavior around others. 

Imagine a hallway with 3 rooms. Room #1 is your private space where you can let down, 
feel, acknowledge, and just “Be” however you are in whatever set of emotions you need 
to have at the moment.  

When it’s time to be around others, enter room #2. The number two room is where you 
will get your wings. In this room, use gratitude as a pillow for your knees in prayer. Let 
your gratitude list lift you.  

Then go to room #3. Here is where you ask God to give your wings wind so you have the strength to go about your day, 
to attend church, and to be with loved ones during the holidays. 

Gratitude gives grief it’s wings and God gives those wings the wind to endure. You can make it through, but do reach 
out to us in your counseling center if this season is too difficult for you. We are here for you to help you find the “happy” 
in your “holidays.” 

In Grace and Gratitude, 

 

 

 

 



Signing Military Cards on November 11 

Christmas is coming and it is time to sign several Christmas cards to our Anona family members serving in Active Duty. 
We will be at a small table in the Fellowship Area near Room 110 on Sunday, November 11. Some will be in remote, 
even hostile places or somewhere else than home on Christmas Day. Your kind words and warm hearts are a wonder-
ful reminder of home knowing they have support and prayers from their Anona family! 

Sweet Dreams—Bring in Twin sized bedding 

FX is excited to kickoff November with our Sweet Dreams mission effort! November’s 
Sweet Dreams is the collection of bedroom items for over one hundred kids in need, 
taken to the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home just in time for Christmas.  

Needed are NEW bedding supplies: TWIN SIZED ONLY fitted and flat sheets, blankets, comforters, pillows and pillow 
cases, and new stuffed animals. Please take into account that all items donated MUST BE NEW for this drive. If you 
would love to help this wonderful cause and provide donations to give the gift of a good night’s sleep to children in 
need, donation bins will be located throughout the church for the entire month of November. You can bring bedding in 
and drop them off in the collections bins stationed around Traditional, the lobby, and Wesley Hall, any time this month.  

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—November 11th! 
 

A Student Ministry small group will be collecting your spare change to support a number of 
mission projects in our community and beyond.  Thank you! 

 
NEXT BUILD is:  
November 10th 

8:00AM - 12:00PM 

   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact  
Dave Gerald at 365-2800, email dsgerald@hotmail.com.  

No construction experience required.  
You are also welcome to invite a friend.  
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Box Top Collection Update! 

Here’s an update to let you know how Anona members are doing in collecting Box Tops for the benefit 
of Ridgecrest Elementary school. Over the summer we collected $87.00 worth of Box Tops. This is 
slightly less than previous years, and our total is definitely down year to date by about 20%, compared 

to 2017. There has been one product added to our list of sponsors and that is Paper Mate products, and one company 
has opted out of the program, and that is Land O Lakes butter. 

To help you remember the products that have Box Tops, here is an abbreviated list; Reynolds Products; GM Cereals; 
Ziploc; Hefty table ware and waste bags; Lysol Products; Finish Dish washing; Scott bath and paper towels; Green Gi-
ant fresh vegetables and herbs; Yoplait; and Boise office supplies. 

Just in case you do not keep this article, I will make copies that you will find in the carousel in the Anona Fellowship Ar-
ea (Lobby). Please take one and keep it handy, so you can refer to it before you shop. 

Ridgecrest School thanks you for supporting the 2 programs; Girl in Pearls and Boys to Leaders. 

Nancy Dowd—Anona Box Top Coordinator 

Katherine T. Smith Scholarship 
The Katherine T. Smith Scholarship was created through the generous estate of Ms. Smith for the primary purpose of 
"providing financial support and assistance to seminary students and candidates for ministry." "Traditional curriculum 
students are eligible for award of the remaining dollars not awarded to seminarians." 

K.T. Smith Scholarship forms for students entering or returning to post-high school education (college, seminary, voca-
tional schools) for the 2019-2020 school year will be available November 1st in the church lobby or on the Anona web-
site (www.anona.com/ktsmith). Deadline for submission of applications is January 14th, 2019. 

Mission Tree will 
be up a little early this 
year! Find a tag on our 

tree beginning  
November 25. 

There are so many 
wonderful missions to 
give to again this year. 

Thank You! 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


 All are Welcome to Anona Book Club: November 25 
 

Discussions on November 25 at 6:30PM in the Bride’s Room 
An Invisible Thread by Laura Schroff and Alex Tresniowski  
 
Bring the names of any books and authors you would like to read in 2019.  
Also, we can discuss plans for a Christmas party. 

This review found on Amazon.com: “This inspirational New York Times bestseller chronicles the 
lifelong friendship between a busy sales executive and a disadvantaged young boy, and how 
both of their lives were changed by what began as one small gesture of kindness. “A straightfor-
ward tale of kindness and paying it forward in 1980s New York….an uplifting reminder that small 
gestures matter” (Kirkus Reviews). 

Plan ahead: Christmas book: Restoring Christmas by Kate Kasch   

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members.  Meetings are typically 
held the 4th Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and on-going learning.  Questions?  
Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Walk15 with Molly  
A heart-pumping, calorie torching, cardio workout, Walk15® is from the creators of "Walk at 
Home". Easy to follow, adaptable to all levels of fitness, our 30 minute workout is equivalent to 
a 2 mile walk. Those 15 minute miles add up to an effective workout for “all walks of life”!  Dress 
comfortably with athletic shoes, and bring a water bottle. Leader to Contact: Molly Schaaf, 727-
709-0595.  walklivewithmolly@gmail.com 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
We welcome Carmen Stonecipher, a staff member for the Guardian Ad Litum program, on November 27.  She will 
share information regarding the Guardian Ad Litum mission to serve in the advocate role for children whose cases in-
volve the court system.  Please join us for this informative and interesting session.  The group meets on Tuesday morn-
ing each week from 10:30-11:30 in the Anona UMC Youth Room.  
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

T’ai Chi qi gong—Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center   
This mind-body practice has value in prevention or treating of various health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT, SLOW MOTION EXERCISE. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, is back in full swing with meetings the second Thursday of each month.  We 
always begin our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns & 
joys.  As part of our outreach, we support “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College.  New recruits are always wel-
come.  We will meet at 1:00 PM on November 17 at The Fountains of Largo Condo Clubhouse 13125 Wilcox Road.  
Please contact Judy Crossman with questions. 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com  
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is a small group who meet for fellowship and activities. The group ’s 
mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted, provide information about Anona and grow together spiritu-
ally. SSR’s meet October through March. The following activities are planned for November. 
November 8th – Potluck luncheon meeting in Wesley Hall…program “A Story of A Veteran” 
November 30th – Dinner @ Olive Garden Restaurant followed by a stroll through Largo Central Park. 
 

Sign-up sheets are available at the Connection Desk (now located at the center desk in our Fellowship Area). If you are 
interested in additional information contact Ted Pinkerton, pinkertd@miamioh.edu. 
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Thank you for placing your NUT orders! These delicious products will be de-
livered in mid-November and available for pick up on Nov 11 & 18 in the market-
place—just in time for Holiday baking.  If you missed the pre-order we may have 
overage available at pickup. Come early to see what we have available for sale. Ad-
ditional pickup information will be in the bulletin and in November’s magazine. Thank 
you again!  Your order helps us fund our missions projects, both local and world-
wide.   
Cookbooks for Sale! Thank you so much for supporting the UMW by purchasing an Anona cookbook, your 
purcahses continue to help us support various mission project in the community. 

RACHEL CIRCLE will meet again on November 8th. Meetings are on the 2
nd

 Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm in 
the church library. 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE meets year round on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month in the clubhouse at Glenwood Estates, 
12501 Ulmerton Road. Bring your lunch at Noon and enjoy some fellowship time before the meeting starts at 1:00 pm.  
Call Bertha Hein 859-760-1317 or Karen Creamer 765-265-9406 for more information. 
 

Did you know…. In 2019, United Methodist Women will be 150 years old!  
You can join in our anniversary celebration by giving to the Legacy Fund, a permanent endowment to ensure the mis-
sion of UMW continues for another 150 years and beyond. Visit www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund to donate 
today. 
 
 
Ministries include: 
Africa(48 facilities), Asia(47 facilities), Caribbean and Pacific Islands(12 facilities), Middle East and Europe(19 facilities), 
South America(12 facilities); Mexico and Central America(9 facilities) and the United States Puerto/Rico and Virgin Is-
lands(131 facilities) with 2 here in Florida: Tampa and Key West. 

 

All women, Anona members or not, are welcome to join one of our circles. 

Men’s Ministries for, with, and by Men of Anona 

With the cooler weather comes our northern worshippers.  With the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas weekends ahead come new visitors to our church.  With cooler weather, the 
grass is growing more slowly.  But not the work that must be done to keep the church 
landscaping fresh, neat and clean. 

Lawn Mowing Crew still meets year round on Thursday morning, not just to mow lawns, edge, trim, and clean 
up leaves and branches.  They come together in fellowship, prayer, breakfast and thanksgiving – in appreciation for all 
of God’s blessings to them and to this church.  Some of you guys out there must be hearing the calling to come out on 
Thursday mornings and pitch in with these guys and God’s green earth.  Please heed the call.  7 am Thursdays at 
Anona church. 

Anona’s All Pro Dads is looking for more dads and men to join the APD team.  This is a four to six times a year 
commitment that happens at a local school between 7:30-8:30 am.  Contact Richard Landon at Richard@anona.com  
or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext 243.  Your child and your child’s school need dads helping kids do good things, 
becoming good people, helping others, etc. 

Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings 7 – 8 pm.  All men welcomed.  We will not meet Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve as those dates are Mondays this year.   

Tuesday Morning Men’s Breakfast Group – Meets from 6:45 – 7:45 am every Tuesday year round.  We will not be 
meeting on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day as these holidays fall on Tuesdays.   

Other opportunities for men to serve Christ at Anona: Singing with Anona Chordsmen.  Contact the church at 
727-595-2581 ext 237.  For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379.  Inquire at the 
Connection Desk (now in the center of our Fellowship Area) about Habitat for Humanity, Mission trips, Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) and Disaster preparedness and response with UMCOR. 
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, November 7th at 10:30am in the Front Office (off of the Fellowship Area). Our next Membership 
Sunday is November 18th at all of our worship services.  Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  
sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Recently, you have received information about Grow in Giving,  
Serving and Grace – our fall pledge campaign for 2019. 

 Each of us who live our life in the church is the proof that ministry 
has real impact on people.  Someone, somewhere along the way 

touched us with an encouraging word, a compassionate heart,  
a spirit-led lesson or a generous helping hand.   

Someone, somewhere made the commitment that made a  
congregation possible, that provided space, invited us into a  

mission experience that changed forever how we see the world  
and relate to others. 

God has blessed us with the truth that the somewhere is Anona 
UMC.  God has blessed us with the gracious call that the someone is us, the members of Anona. 

Generosity is the quality of being kind, understanding, and willing to share; qualities we experience 
each day at Anona.  When each of us decide to go one step beyond what’s is currently being given, 

Anona can continue to go beyond our walls in mission and program. 

By the way, did you know there is a neural link between generosity and happiness?   

Be happy and generous! 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
11/02 Tom Blandford 
11/03 Bernice Burnett 
  Edna Falck 
  Betty Jones 
11/04 Joyce Dittmar 
  Doris King 
  Pat Wolff III 
11/07 Dick Nelsen 
  Bill Schwab 
11/10 Jo Gorissen 
11/11 Phillip Davis 
  Ken Nelson 
11/13 Diann Osgood 
  Ruth Stone 
11/16 Mike Lyon 
11/17 Tom Rosser 
11/18 Phyllis Davis 
  Rowe Hudson 
  Ian Lennox 
11/19 John Popular 
11/20 Elmer Gumto 
  Jack Weber 
11/23 Richard Travener 
11/24 Jane Doyle 
  Ethel Lehmann 
11/25 Mary Workman 
11/27 Fred Frazer 
11/30 Bob Rankine 

Please be in Prayer for: 
 
The Family of Tom Stacy, who joined in 2004. 

The Family of MaryAnna Thomas, who joined in 2007. 

The Family of Mary Ellen Whitmore, who joined in 2008. 

The Family of Gus Miller, who joined in 1988. 
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Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connec-
tion Point desk in the Anona Fellowship Area. 

Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
11/02 Art & Carol Hansuld 55 yrs. 
 Steven & Cristina McCabe 27 yrs. 
 Dave & Sharon Rayl 39 yrs. 
11/03 Richard & Margaret Prescott 56 yrs. 
11/04 Frank & Kathie Oldis 57 yrs. 
11/06 Rob & Virginia Fady 25 yrs. 
11/07 Don & Jan Doll 37 yrs. 
11/08 Chuck & Linda Dittus 38 yrs. 
11/10 Bill & Nina Frappier 28 yrs. 
 Tom & Lori Seery 34 yrs. 
11/11 Jim & Pat Johnson 40 yrs. 
 Bill & Sandy Norris 34 yrs. 
11/13 Joel & Kusum Christie 60 yrs. 
 Eddie & Debbie Jordan 26 yrs. 
11/14 Bob & Donna Hastings 26 yrs. 
 Christopher & Teresa King 32 yrs. 
11/15 Howard & Ardith Ammeter   72 yrs. 
11/17 James & Cindy Gross   45 yrs. 
 Don & Shirley Hand 29 yrs. 
11/19 Steve Cottrell & Angela Gibson 30 yrs. 
11/20 Dan & Teri Flynn 25 yrs. 
11/21 Tom & Stephanie Brobeil 28 yrs. 
 Kevin & Kathy Dort 26 yrs. 
 James & Jeanette Koslowski 35 yrs. 
 John & Kara Madigan 26 yrs. 
11/22    Bud & Barbara Essig 66 yrs. 
             Dan & Susan Herman 37 yrs. 
11/24 Bob & Judy Shafer 28 yrs.  
11/23 Kathy & Ron Colella 33 yrs. 
11/25 Bruce & Ruth Anderson 48 yrs. 
 Jim & Diane O’Neill 29 yrs. 
11/26 Bill & Jann Gullick 30 yrs. 
11/27 Ekow & Theresa Ackah 29 yrs. 
11/29 Bill & Sandy Drugash 38 yrs. 
 Barry & Nancy Ritz 32 yrs. 
11/30 Verne & Colleen Betlach 26 yrs. 
 Charles & Carolyn Carr   55 yrs. New Members: 

Welcome to the Anona Family! 
Baptisms: 

Ellie Vivienne Elaine Irrgang 

Gary & Tammy Cox 
Don & Sally Snow 

Ray & Patty Beliveau 
Angie Iacone 

Dona Ray 
Ted Tibbetts 

Gordon Hanson 
Stephanie Irrgang (Ellie) 

Toby & Celeste Latto (Jackson) 



Strength is not found in isolation; it is found in community.  

It’s simply tragic how often many who believe in God’s saving grace are troubled in some area of their lives because 
they are trying to figure out everything on their own. It has been said that when 
we walk with those who are wise, we gain the strength of the wisdom that is in 
their lives. We‘re not supposed to figure things out on our own.  

When we end up over our heads—which will happen all the time in God‘s pro-
cess of growth in our lives—we need to know that the strength, wisdom, and 
grace God wants to give us are most likely going to come when we humble our-
selves and reach out to our community. For this reason, when I get in over my 
head, I do two things: I get with the Lord, and I immediately call one of my fellow 
Stephen Ministers who is farther along than I am and ask, “What do you think? I 
need your strength and wisdom.” Again and again, the listening ear and wise 
counsel of my fellow Stephen Ministers has helped me navigate the deep end.  

Stephen Ministers are available for our Anona community with listening ears to 
walk along beside those who are experiencing grief, loss and hopeless feelings.  
Our hearts and minds are open and ready to offer a strength that could be ac-
cessed by calling the church or stopping by the prayer room on Sunday morning. 

“Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.” Proverbs 13:20 NIV 

 
Vivian Smith 

Who Do You Walk With? 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 
 

Each week we visit in area hospitals, rehab centers, and call on persons who are unable to come to Church.  We rely 

on our members to let us know when they or a loved one needs special attention.    Please call the church office to 

keep us in the know.  If you are calling about someone other than a family member, make sure they give their permis-

sion for our visit.  If you receive the recorded message when you call, please enter 225 and follow the prompts to 

leave a message.  Be sure and give us your name and number so we can follow through if there are questions. This 

extension is monitored three times a day so that we may respond quickly with one of our teams.   

Gary Thomas, Pastor of Congregation Care 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, November  1 & 15, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area.  

No matter where you are in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Joanie Pickens: 

johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com or 727-366-4106 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 

18 



Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor tlcdivot@gmail.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts kolbap@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Dir of Student Ministries cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Pam Reeder Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr pam@anona.com 297 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Michael Mobley Anona Nights Worship Leader mike@anona.com 300 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Worship Center 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Worship Center 

  5:00pm - Anona Nights in Worship Center 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Brookdale Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Heralds of Harmony—Nov. 4 
A wonderful concert will be at Anona in the Traditional 

Sanctuary, 4-6pm. Get your tickets and enjoy a wonderful 
musical treat! $20pp, proceeds benefit Hands of Healing! 

 
Anona’s Charge Conference—Nov. 5 

We will be holding our annual charge conference on  
Monday, Nov 5 at 6:30pm as a cluster conference at First 
United Methodist of Clearwater—address: 411 Turner St. 

 
Election—Nov. 6 

It’s your right to vote! Visit www.votepinellas.com to find 
your voting precinct. 

 
Happy Thanksgiving—Nov. 22 (office closed 22-23) 
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