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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

Labor, Rest, Eternity 

September begins with Labor Day weekend.  As I ponder the things of the Lord and the human condition I searched the 
scriptures for the concepts of labor, work, rest, meaning, and mortality.   

The word “labor” only occurs twelve times in the Bible and is associated with weariness, pain, trouble, mourning, to be 
cut off, and to be sad.  The word “work” is much more common and deals with deputyship, ministry, business, occupa-
tion, and workmanship.  The word “rest” is a combination word blending the two words for “up” and “stop”.  At the end 
of our lives, in eternity, our labors will cease and our works will remain.  We will have eternal rest.  So….. what is labor? 
What is work?  What is rest? And… what does that have to do with purpose, meaning, life, and breath?   Hence, the 
theme for this month. 
                                                                                                                                                             

 

 
 
 

September 1   Labor Revelation 14:13  
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
At the end of time, our “labor” will cease but our works will remain. What is the difference? Are work and labor different 
terms with different meanings in the bible? Yes they are. We have to work every day. It’s work to do anything. But… is 
that a bad thing? Works remain in Heaven. But rest is eternal. I have a memory of the movie Snow White, a Grimm 
fairy tale come to life in the 1930’s, a tough time in America. Prosperity ended. Life was hard. Misery was rampant.  In 
that context, Disney’s first fairy tale to be set to a movie showed as a centerpiece the song “Whistle While You Work”  
(its already in your head now isn’t it?). 

September 8 Rest Matthew 11:28-30 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
God wants to elevate us. God sent His son to “lift us up”. Moses “lifted up” the serpent in the wilderness that all would 
be healed, (an early reference to what would be seen later as Jesus on the Cross.) The word “rest” in the bible is “to 
stop and be lifted up”. Jesus says to us “come to me” so that we may be elevated. My wife watches cooking shows and 
when I walk by and crane my neck in they always seem to be elevating a dish. I’m not sure what that means in the culi-
nary world, but I know what it is in the spiritual. Let’s take this Sunday to stop and be elevated. I’m sure I’m not the first 
preacher to run across this. I guess that’s where the term “rest up” comes from.  

September 15 SPIRITUAL “TUNE UP” 2 Corinthians 4:16; 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Sermon by:  Rev. Jeremy Herrington 
Have you ever heard an out-of-tune instrument? The disharmony that it creates can cause some people a great deal of 
frustration, and sometimes even anger or sadness. In life, sometimes our spiritual lives get out-of-tune as well. We can 
experience the same feelings when we feel disconnected and out of tune with our walk with Christ. Today we’re going 
to talk about spiritual tune-ups, and how we can re-connect by looking for moments to do no harm, to do good, and to 
stay in love with God (or if you prefer, to attend upon the Holy ordinances of God). Time for a spiritual tune-up! 

September 22 Seasons of Life Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
Through life's journey we experience many seasons. Some are related to the life-stage we are in, but others strike like 
a bolt of lightning out of the blue that causes our entire lives to be upended and reoriented. This week I sit down with 
the Director of Anona's Counseling Center, Terry Collier, to discuss how we can walk, and help others walk, through 
the seasons of life. 

September 29 Mortality John 3:16,17 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
Jesus came so that we would not “perish”. This has been a life theme for me. You have probably heard me speak of it 
before. John:16 deserves to be preached from often. What does it mean to be “saved”? 
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When I was young, school started the day after Labor Day.  Now a days, school seems to start earlier and earlier in Au-

gust.  The start of the school year was always filled with excitement as well as apprehension.  Getting back into a regular 

routine, seeing old friends and making new friends, wearing new clothes and getting new school supplies made for ex-

citement and anticipation.  Some of those same things also created a bit of discomfort, after all, would I be in the same 

class with old friends, who were the new kids going to be, having to get up early and go to school every day, who would 

be my teacher(s) and would I like her/him, and so many more things.   

 

September is a good time to look at our lives and get back into a rhythm that we seem to lose during the summer.   Even 

if we’re not in school, life seems to become more regular. Our work, our weekends, our looking forward to the coming 

holidays, the seasons of life begin again.   

 

Our faith often flows in the same rhythms.  September is a good time to get into regular worship attendance, start new 

Bible studies or join a small group, renew other spiritual practices, and find places to serve others both within the church 

and out into the community.  We have 5 Sundays in the month to get our rhythm back.  It’s exciting to get together with 

others in our congregation and feel the spiritual power that comes from our Christian community.  Invite some new folks 

too, help them become part of a faith community that will shape their lives in ways they never imagined.                  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—Sept 6th, 8am to 10am, $4  
 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast benefits St. Mark’s Missions 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit various missions. 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

Anona Campus Renovations 

 

There have been wonderful changes to our Anona campus. New carpet was 

installed throughout the lobby, hallways, front offices, and classrooms. New 

cabinetry & granite countertops in the bathrooms and lobby. Gorgeous stone 

columns and a wall with a water feature. The neutral gray tones allow for a 

modern, calming environment. A huge thank you to the planning committee for 

a quick execution of planning & renovation. 
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX @anonafx 
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Fun, Food, and Friends 

 join together at  

Village Inn on September 9 
 

Details to come,  

connect with us on  

Facebook and Instagram 

Jamie@anona.com 



Marion Denton - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

2019/2020 … Off and Running 

The school year is underway and the children and teachers are building our new School Family.  Together, they are es-
tablishing the routines and rituals of their classrooms, building a firm foundation on which to grow the rest of the year.   

At Anona Child Development Center we are on a journey using Conscious Discipline. What is Conscious Discipline?  It 
is our social/emotional curriculum and the basis of our School Family.  Conscious Discipline is a comprehensive social -
emotional and classroom management program that uses everyday life events to teach children and adults self-control, 
conflict resolution, character development and social skills.  When we build connections, it develops a desire for children 
to work together to establish a safe, bully-free environment where children learn to manage their upsets and help to cre-
ate a safe haven of cooperation, constructive problem solving and academic success.   

Each month we will focus on a Conscious Discipline® skill and the value it teaches.  We begin with the Power of Percep-
tion and the Skill of Composure.  Our degree of composure dictates our perception of a situation and our ability to man-
age the moment.  Will we react, or will we respond?  When we are composed, we can pause, take a breath, assess the 
situation, and respond by choosing what we do next.  Self-regulation at its best.  As adults, we know how difficult this 
can be.  Yet, we find ourselves upset with a child who is melting down in Publix because he can’t have a cookie.   

How do we help a child handle their upset?  First, we model composure for them.  We Stop/Smile, Take a deep breath, 
And Relax.  We can handle this situation.  From our composed state, we can access the higher centers of our brain and 
see the situation as an opportunity to teach or reinforce this skill.   

We begin to teach and practice the Skill of Composure through breathing techniques for active calming when 
the child is in an alert, composed state, ready to learn.  Then, when they need to access the higher centers of 
their brain, we can help them choose a breathing technique to successfully regain their composure. 

Ask your child to teach you some of their favorite breathing techniques for active calming:  S.T.A.R., Pretzel, 
Drain, Balloon.  Which works best for them?  Which one works for you?  We learn and grow better, together. 

Other important things happening this month are the contributions our students are making to our community!  The pre-
school children and families will collect essential household items to be placed in a welcome home basket for new 
homeowners connected with Habitat for Humanity.  Such items will include paper towels, new dish towels, oven mitts, 
potholders, kitchen bottle brush, etc.  And the children in elementary care will make cards for active military who are 
members of Anona.  These cards will accompany a care package, assembled by members of the church, to be mailed to 
our Military Safekeepers in November. 

We would love to help you become a member of our School Family by inviting you to call the school office, see what 
classes still have openings, and schedule a tour.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Discover: Believing God made everything is so much bigger than just explaining where things come from. It is 
a worldview that ultimately shapes how we value the world around us and, most importantly, the people around us. Be-
ing able to see our world— including every person in it—as God’s goodness, gives everything purpose and worth.  
“God saw everything he had made. And it was very good.” Genesis 1:31,NIrV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore Trust—putting your confidence in someone you can depend on. 
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, and 11:10 am services: 
 Please label all bags and belongings upon arrival 
 6 weeks – 1 year: children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were  

created by God’s love.  
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am and 11:10 am services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play,  

stories, and parables from the bible.  
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am service: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service. 

The first stage of FX is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn to  
discover God for themselves. 

Find us online:  
www.anona.com/kidsprograms 

Announcements: Volunteers needed for programming 
above. For more information email: nursery@anona.com. 

The next stage of FX is Explore: 
where children Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their relationship with God.  
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Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Fall is just around the corner.  If you want to slow down for even just ½ hour, join us at 
10:45 Sunday mornings in the historic Anona Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic mu-
sic, and prayer.  We are always eager to welcome newcomers. Join us after worship 
for coffee and conversation as we prepare to head back in to “busy-ness” renewed 

and refreshed. Questions? Contact Bert & Judy Crossman at bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com.  
Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block Join us on Saturday 21 September, as we travel to Lealman to help with 
the Florida Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program. The main location is changing this month to the Transfiguration 
Church at 4000 43rd St. N. There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this community whether at the sandwich 
table, the gently-used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors to check on people to determine if they 
are in need.  Call Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507.  Indian Oaks Assisted Living  Simply Worship 
continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indian Oaks Assisted Living. Please be in prayer for the 
team.  If you are interested in leading a small acoustic worship service, please contact Bert or Judy Crossman @ 727-

Disciple Bible Study Fast Track, Old Testament 
Become Disciple Through Bible Study 
Disciple Fast Track, an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study, provides a viable 
option for busy people seeking comprehensive engagement with the Bible.  This will be a 13 week 
overview of the Old Testament.  Participant read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the 
weekly meetings of 2 hours.   
Dates: Tuesdays – August 27 – Nov. 19th   
Time: 6:30 - 8:30pm.  Youth Room 
Facilitator: Lisa Noe & M.E. Ram 
Class materials: $16.  Scholarships available 

The second portion of the study is an overview of the New Testament and will be offered in January 2020 to those who 
have completed the Old Testament Portion. 
 
Disciple 2 Fast Track Old Testament, Into the Word, Into the World 
The second Book in the Disciple Bible Study Series.  This 13 week study focuses on the books of 
Genesis and Exodus.  Participant will read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the 
weekly meetings of 2 hours. Designed to help disciples hear God’s voice so they can go into the 
world as faithful witnesses and be of service to the world. 
Dates:Thursdays Mornings - Aug 29 – Nov 21, 2019  
Time: 10 am to Noon, Traditional Classroom 
Facilitator:  Allyson Stinton & M.E. Ram 
Class Materials:  $16  Scholarships available 
The second portion of the study covers the books of Luke and Acts and will be offered in January 
2020 to those who have completed the Old Testament Portion 

 
Christian Believer – A 30-week study, that looks at doctrine in light of scripture. Each class will focus 
on classic teachings of the Christian faith – presenting, explaining, and interpreting them through the 
use of words, symbols, and hymns.  Participants will examine the writings of ancient and modern 
Christian theologians and view video presentations by leading Biblical scholars.  Open to anyone who 
has completed Disciple 1. Class size is limited.  
Dates:  Thursdays Sept 5 – April 30, skipping holiday weeks. 
Time:  6pm – 8:30pm, Room 110 
Cost:  $48, Reading Book and Study Manual, Scholarships available 
Facilitators:  Kathy Freeburg, Belinda Engelmann  
 

12 Christian Beliefs that can Drive You Crazy -  by Dr. Henry Cloud, Dr. John Townsend 
Not everything believed as biblical truth is truly biblical. The authors debunk commonly accepted 
beliefs that cause bondage rather than liberty. They explain how nuggets of truth become corner-
stones for error when wrongly understood, and they help build solid scriptural foundations that 
produce emotional freedom. Now with discussion guide. 
Dates:  Wednesdays, Sept 11 – October 30, 2019 
Time: 6:30pm – 8pm, Room 110 
Facilitator: Larry Cottrell, Jac’line Weisgerber 
Class Materials:$15.  Scholarships available  

mailto:bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed

1       RCS Food Pantry 
5;30 PM Youth Group      

2      Labor Day Office Day 
 

 

3 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Orchestra 

                 

4 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

8          Change 4 Change 
12:30 PM Insight to Anona 

  5:30 PM Youth Parent Night     

9 
5:00 PM Anona Spirit Night @ Village Inn 

7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

              Men’s Bible Study 

10 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun,  

                 Priscilla Circle 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 
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10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting, 

                Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

15 
5:30 PM Youth Group      

16     All Church 6:30PM 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

17 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 

18 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

22    Membership Sunday 
5:30 PM Youth Group     

6:30 PM Book Club    

  

23 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

24 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

                 Orchestra 

25 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

29   Children’s Home Sunday 
5:30 PM Youth Group      

30 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

  



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study, Insight to Anona 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Disciple II FT                  

  6:00 PM Christian Believer 

  7:00 PM Hope Support, Outbound Team, 

                 Praise Choir 

6 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM Parents Night Out,  

              Community Nights 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

7 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting,  

Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 
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  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Disciple II FT,  

                 Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle 

  6:00 PM Christian Believer 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

13 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM Group Leader Gathering 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

14 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

               Hurricane Disaster Recovery 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

19 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Disciple II FT 

                 Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Christian Believer 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

20 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

21 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

5:30 PM MS & HS Bible Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

26 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Disciple II FT,  

                 Women’s Bible Study   

  6:00 PM Christian Believer 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

27 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

6:00 PM Women Connect 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

28 

Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

9:30 AM  Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                FX Discover (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

Wednesdays 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind) 

               Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade) 

               Middle/High School Bible Study 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, and music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  All skill levels welcome.  We work with your schedule when possible.  

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Henry Moorhead (Piano-Ross);  Sophie and Lesley Thompson (Ukulele-Ross); Donna 
Howard (Piano-Ross) 

BONUS FOR NEW STUDENTS:  Any current student/parent who refers a new student who then enrolls for Academy 
lessons will receive two free lessons.  We are hoping to increase our student load, adding teachers as necessary. 

FALL LESSONS:  Please consider adding music lessons to your or your students’ Fall Schedule.  It has been scientifi-
cally proven that students who study music do better in all other subjects, and have increased focus and concentration 
skills.  Spaces are limited so please register for lessons as soon as possible, as the earlier you register the more likely it 
is you will get your requested day/time for lessons. 

NEED FOR DONATED INSTRUMENTS:  The Academy is in need of donated electric guitars or keyboards, any size or 
style.  Amps and cords and music books also welcome.  Thank you. 

DONATIONS: The Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, guitars, basses, violins, musical equipment, amplifiers, 
books and accessories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.  

MUSIC HISTORY:  What is Impressionism in music?  In the late 19th century in France, a form of painting emerged 
called Impressionism.  The artists sought to retain their first impressions of a subject on the canvas, as opposed to rep-
resentational painting, which depicts the subject as it actually exists at that point of time.  The Impressionists were inter-
ested in how subjects change over time.  As often happens, a musical style emerged from the painting style, and com-
posers began to compose Impressionistic music.  The French composer Claude Debussy was the leading proponent of 
Impressionistic music  He is well known for his many works, including “Clair de Lune”, “The Sunken Cathedral”, and 
“The Afternoon of a Faun”.  The Impressionists made use of scales other than major and minor, dissonances that did 

not resolve, and parallel chords, which had been previously prohibited. It is a beautiful and interesting music. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Creation Begins with a Vivid Imagination 

Do we not all IMAGINE and dream about what we could do…, and then we put the big word, IF, after 
our desire? Yes, I think most of us do that, except for the people who seem to accomplish their goals. 
They likely didn’t use the word, “if” and instead used the word, “when.” 

Everything that was ever created began with a thought. Genesis tells us this 
of God, too. He created all that we know with a thought of it first, including 
you and me. But, something happens along the way. We believe what other 
people tell us about ourselves, or we look at our lessons as “failures.” The 
trials of the “Self” invade with low self-esteem / self-worth / self-love. 

For just a moment, see yourself as God sees you, and then imagine what you could accom-
plish. God gave you your life to be used creatively, and for good. I talk to people every day 
who want to break out of their discomfort. Usually, low self-esteem / self-worth / self-love is 
learned as a child, and it can be reversed in adulthood by learning the skills needed to make 
imagining what you could do -IF- possible. 

It begins with desire, and it begins with repetitively thinking about what you WANT, as if you 
have it already. God showed you the way. He made you wonderfully to express what is in your 
thoughts. If you struggle with thoughts that are uncomfortable, then please reach out to the 

resources available to you through our church like the Counseling Center, the Stephen Ministers and our Pastors. 

God knows you are beautiful. To use the gifts of imagination and creativity that He gave you is a blessing and a thank 
you back to Him. I wonder what you will create when you let your imagination blossom. 
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September Mission Drive—Cleaning Supplies 

267 Baskets of Cleaning Supplies, that's how many Home Dedications Anona has pro-
vided a Basket of Cleaning Supplies for hardworking, deserving families in Pinellas 
County. And 59 of those in just the past 12 months. 

Before Thanksgiving, Anona will have donated a Basket of Cleaning essentials to half of the homes Habitat has built in 
Pinellas County.  This means Habitat will have built as many homes in the past 6 years as it did in the previous 28 
years. 

In September, Anona will hold it's next Habitat Cleaning Supply Collection for Habitat Homeowners.  In the Lobby, we 
will have a poster with items you can select from starting on September 01.  Drop off baskets will be at each service, 
the Marketplace and the Lobby, through September 29th. We're looking for such items as "Windex", "Fantastic", Trash 
Bags, Paper Towels, etc. 

The baskets have been loved by the Families, as this is one less expense for them as they move in. 

Let's Build (and help Clean)!! 

4,000 hours!! In September, volunteers will help Anona to surpass our 4000th volunteer hour in our partnership 
with Habitat for Humanity and you too can get involved! Build: Sept 14, 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
   
Sign up at the Connection Desk or contact Dave Gerald: 365-2800 or dsgerald@hotmail.com. No construction experi-
ence required. You are also welcome to invite a friend.  

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—Sept 8th! 
 

The "Change for Change" mission empowers our stu-
dents in countless ways.  A Student Ministry small 
group collect your spare change the 2nd Sunday of 
each month to support various of mission projects in 

our community & beyond. Thank you! 

Scary To Be Hungry  

October means it’s time for our ‘Scary to be Hungry’ campaign. Why? Because RCS food bank has clients every month 
of the year (not just the Holidays) so we picked a month with more need! The youth group will be handing out grocery 
bags the week before & running our big collection day on 10/20. We encourage everyone to stock up on BOGOs or 
add a protein or can of fruit to their usual donation. 

Hands of Healing Medical Missions Suitcase Sunday!! 

The Hands of Healing Medical Mission Team is off to Guatemala for another mission 
on October 5th through the 12th, 2019. We need the churches support which has been 
so generous in the past!. It is suitcase Sunday time again. You will find a team mem-
ber waiting for you with a suitcase after each service in the Marketplace, accepting 
monetary donations on Sept 8th, 15th and 29th. As always, HOH thanks you for your 
continuous support. 

Disaster Recovery Serve Days 
 

Hurricane Recovery efforts are quickly approaching. It’s 
been close to 2 years since Hurricane Irma and we still 
have local residents in need of home repairs. Please 

consider helping for a day on 9/14, 10/12, or 11/9. Sign 
up at anona.com/missionready. 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 
 

The Sunday, September 29th is the Celebration of Fifth Sunday, when 
your Special Offerings go to the Florida United Methodist Children's 
Home (FUMCH).  About 120 Children live at the 2 Campuses, in  
Enterprise and Madison. 
 
Your Special Gifts support the day to day needs required to provide a safe place for FUMCH kids.  The Children's 
Home also provides services such as Foster Care, Community Day Care, Independent Living, and Emergency Shelter 
care. With all of the campus services, your gifts support over 400 children daily. Your FUMCH Kids Love Anona! 

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


All are Welcome to Anona Book Club! 

September’s book is The Handyman by Carolyn See. 
To be discussed on September 22 at 6:30 PM. 

“The Handyman is the story of Bob Hampton, an aspiring young painter 
who has had to face the humbling fact that he doesn't know what to paint.  And how are you 
supposed to be an artist in this world if you don't have a vision? Bob trades in his artist's 
palette for a minivan full of house paints, hammers, and nails, and sets about earning a little 
cash as a handyman. 
      
“Although he turns out to be very bad at fixing the things he's hired to fix, Bob demonstrates 
quite a knack for fixing the lives of the people around him. In the midst of his jerry-built re-
pairs and inspired home improvements, Bob meets an extraordinary cast of characters--
rendered in all their delightful eccentricity and human frailty as only Carolyn See can-each of 
whom shows Bob the true scope of his own remarkable talent.” ( Amazon.com review) 
 
As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. *Meetings are typi-
cally held the 4

th
 Sunday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Bride’s Room, located in the back 

of the Sanctuary.  Consider joining a fun group of happy readers for friendly discussions and 
on-going learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, for direc-
tions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Women Connect—Last Friday of each month, 6-7pm 
A group for ALL women; whether you work in or outside the home, retired or just seeking new 
faith friends. We are a community of ladies coming together to get real about how we do faith, 
work and life.  Bring a friend and join us the last Friday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in room 110 as 
we enjoy growing in faith with book and bible studies, mission projects to share our faith with 
others and social gatherings. 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and share moments of joy or 
concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchildren’s lives. The group meets on Tuesday morning 
each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC Youth Room—but is taking the summer off. All are welcome, this is not lim-
ited to church members so please feel free to bring a friend who could use this time to grow friendships and receive 
support and encouragement. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm—Will resume in September 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (will resume Oct 10) 
Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, is on summer recess until the second Thursday of October.  We always begin 
our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  We also contribute 
to “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New recruits are always welcome.  The next meeting will be at the 
residence of Marie Krampert on October 10.  Please contact Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com. 
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) is an Anona small group who meet for fellowship and activities.  The 
group’s mission is to assist seasonal residents become acquainted with each other, form new friendships,  share infor-
mation about Anona United Methodist Church and grow together spiritually.  SSR’s meet from late October through 
March.  If you have any questions about our small group, please contact Ted Pinkerton by phone: 513-739-9796 or 
email: pinkertd@miamioh.edu. The Sonseeker’s/Seasonal Residents will resume activities Friday, October 25th, details 
will be in the October Newsletter. 
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The Height of Hurricane Season:  September and October are the stormiest 
months for the tropical Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico.  It can be a time that tries men’s 
souls (and many women’s).  We tend to stubbornly ignore the power of the wind and 
the waves and torrential downpours and floods created by hurricanes and tropical 

storms this time of the year.  We ignore the warnings we keep getting throughout hurricane season.  Not unlike the crew 
that sailed Apostle Paul one fall season across the Mediterranean Sea on his final journey to Rome.  He warned them of 
the terrible weather and sea conditions ahead (Acts 27).  Their ship wrecked (a third time for Paul), but they survived.  
God keeps warning his people to be aware of the winds and the waves in our lives and in our churches.  Foolish men 
build houses on shifting sand and risk getting blown away.  Wise men build their houses on a rock to withstand the 
storms.  Matthew 7: 24-26.  In our stubbornness, we need to be on our knees appealing to Jesus, Our Lord (Matthew 8: 
23-37) and God our Savior (Psalm 65:5-7) to calm the roaring of the seas, the roaring of the waves and the turmoil of 
our nations.  We need to conform to God’s will, not the will of the shifting times and sands around us.   

Florida UMC Disaster Response and Recovery -  Volunteer training -  https://floridarestores.com/training    

The new school year is here. Anona’s All Pro Dads Day is looking for more dads and men to join the APDD 
team four to six times a year at a local school between 7:30 and 8:30am. Contact Richard Landon at Rich-
ard@anona.com or call Richard at 727-595-2581 ext. 243. Or learn more at https://www.allprodad.com/. Come see your 
children doing good things, becoming good people, helping others, etc. 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of multifunctional Worship 
Center) at 7 – 8 pm. All men welcomed. All men welcomed. New Testament. Book of Mark. 

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona: Singing with the Anona Gospel Chordsmen+.     
Contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237. For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-
8379. Inquire at the Connection Desk about Habitat for Humanity, Mission trips, and Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM).      
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Use the Nut order form on the right to  
order your  nuts for all your baking  

and holiday needs! 
 

Simply cut the form out of the magazine,  
mark your selections, and submit payment 

 as indicated on the form. 
 

Your purchases help the  
United Methodist Women  

to further the many missions it supports. 
 

Orders must be received by  
Friday, September 20, 2019. 

 
Pick up of the nuts will be  

Sundays, November 17 & 24. 
 

Thank you and Blessings to you all. 

mailto:Richard@anona.com
mailto:Richard@anona.com
https://www.allprodad.com/


Kathy Sweetman 

Bonnie Swanson 

Jim Swanson 

Joy Kauffman 

Ron Raszetnik 

Mel Swartout 

Betty Swartout 

Doyle Kenady 

Mary Kenady 

Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, September 4th at 10:30am and Sunday, September 8th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the 
Fellowship Area). Our next Membership Sunday will be September 22nd. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  
sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 
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Join Us 

Welcome our Newest Members! 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
09/01 Carrie Salked 
09/02 Joan Hoffman 
09/03 Blake Caldwell 
  Peggy Campbell 
  Don Fitzsimmons 
  Albert Wilcox 
09/03 Larry Von Moll 
09/04 Doris Mettler 
09/05 Billie Dirks 
  Urban Dyer 
  Diane Hunt 
09/06 Fay Whitley 
09/07 Charmaine Lennox 
09/09 Bob Burnett 
  Marie Hinerman 
09/10 Polly Christiano 
  Shirley Magness 
  Kay Rivers 
09/11 Doris LeBaron 
09/13 Don Haynes 
09/14 Lowell Fisher 
  Betty Phelps 
09/15 Henry Heath 
  Phyllis Montgomery 
09/16 Jackie Demitri 
09/17 Beverley Carbone 
  Jim Spangler 
09/18 George Hubbell 
  Hilda Willis 
09/21 Herb Leslie 
  Bill Perkins 
09/23 Pat Milnes 
  Gail Phillips 
09/26 Donald Wares 
09/28 Charles Horne 
09/29 Pat Rack 
09/30 Samuel DiGennaro 
  Shirley Forrest 
  Bill Thompson 
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Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
09/03 Richard & Joanne Broga 59 yrs. 
 Roger & Elaine Smith 52 yrs. 
09/04 Lonnie & Mary Hawkins 48 yrs. 
 Ed & Laura Woltil 43 yrs. 
09/05 Ed & Pam Qualls 38 yrs. 
09/08 Albert & Helen Wilcox 65 yrs. 
09/09 Paul & Donna Vergils 52 yrs. 
09/10 Rick & Lindy Tousley 42 yrs. 
09/11 Ray & Patty Beliveau 37 yrs. 
 Edward & Darlene Gartside 40 yrs. 
 David & Jerri Weatherly   49 yrs. 
09/12 Phil & Margaret Leinbach 38 yrs. 
09/13 Jim & Pat Herrington 55 yrs. 
 Ralph & Carol Nusca 39 yrs. 
09/15 Ted & Janet O’Brien 54 yrs. 
09/17 Larry & Jennifer Barker 25 yrs. 
 Paul & Marilyn Wallace 54 yrs. 
09/20 Frank & Francis Davis 39 yrs. 
 Phil & Betty Phelps 62 yrs. 
09/21 Richard & Linda Landon, Jr.   34 yrs. 
 Bud & Hettie Robinson 56 yrs. 
09/22 Robert & Paula Bass 32 yrs. 
 Craig & Holly Koshler 40 yrs. 
 Brian & Shelly Sweetland 29 yrs. 
09/23 Earl & Dorothy Smith   70 yrs. 
09/24 Chuck & Suzanne Beard 36 yrs. 
09/26 Bill & Margaret Gillespie 66 yrs. 
09/27 Michael & Chrissy Fisher 33 yrs. 
09/28 Lawrence & Amy Lindsay 29 yrs. 
 Doug & Gayle Moland 28 yrs. 
09/29 Rick & Gale Lane 43 yrs. 
 Bob & Shawn Seward 28 yrs. 
 Michael & Tracey Short 29 yrs. 
09/30 Larry & Elisabeth Anderson 30 yrs. 
 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and  
Anniversary lists are available at the Connection desk. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of Sharon Roop, who joined in 2005. 
 
The Family of Connie Crowley, who joined as an Associate in 2015. 
 
The Family of Ted Wells, who joined in 2005. 



During the prayer time of each Church worship service, you are invited to take whatever is lying heavily on your heart 
to the prayer room to pray and share with a Stephen Minister.  While we trust this to be a blessing to you, for the Ste-
phen Minister it is also an honor and a very special privilege for which we pre-
pare when our opportunity comes.  Always know a warm welcome awaits you.    

You may wonder why you don’t always see the same Stephen Minister in there 
each month.  You see, there are only 12 or 15 opportunities for us to sign up to 
be in the prayer room, so not everyone gets a chance every month. ( I know be-
cause one of the blessings I have is to request the Stephen Ministers to sign up 
each month.)  Also, most Stephen Ministers serve in other areas as well such as 
assisting in communion or singing in the choir. Also, perhaps family obligations 
may rule out certain dates. 

You may be looking for a particular Stephen Minister to thank them for their pray-
er and update them on how it was answered.  While that is always appropri-
ate,  remember, that answer comes from God.  As we say, “God is the cure giv-
er.” Even before you come into the prayer room, He knows what your request is 
and how He’s going to answer it.  God allows us to be the vessel to carry your 
prayer to Him.   

Also, just so you know, the prayer room is not only open on Sunday.  It is open 
24x7.   If you are at the church and you see a Stephen Minister and you have a 
need or want to update them, ask them if they have a moment.  They will be hap-
py to find a quiet place to talk and pray with you. 

Judi Gerhard 

Prayer Room 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 

The Anona Hospital Visitation Team is out every day to follow Jesus call to minister those who are sick or injured.  

We have prayer teams that are ready to pray for you as well.  When you go into the hospital, even if it’s for a day or 

two, let the church office know so we can pray for you.  If you’re not up to having visitors, let us know, and we’ll re-

spect your wishes.  You can call the church number at any time, day or night and when no one is available to take 

your call, press 5 during the recorded message.  You will be transferred to the pastoral care office where you can 

leave a message.  This extension is monitored three times a day so that we can respond to our congregations needs 

quickly.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, September 5, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area. No matter where you are in 

your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 727-

458-6843 or Joanie Pickens: johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor terry@anona.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Outreach & Online Connections  cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Marion Denton Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr dentonm@anona.com 249 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Jackie Evans Director of Missions jackie@anona.com  

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Lesley Thompson Director of Online Technology lesley@anona.com  

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Elmcroft of Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 

 
Anona App 

Connect with our Free App 
Text Anona Now to 77977 for a direct link to your app store 

or search anona umc in your app store. 
 

Labor Day—September 2 

Office will be closed. 
 

Hurricane Service Day—Sept. 14 
Register by emailing our ADRT team: 

anona.disaster.recovery.team@gmail.com  
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Fall 
Classes 

Disciple I 
Disciple II 
Christian Believer 
12 Christian Beliefs 

Information & Registration online: 
Anona.com/adultgroups 

 


